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THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS. 



INTRODUCTORY LETTER. 

M T DBAE ROBERT, 

Ahovq the books I lately sent you way one eontiimiiig 
a teries of letters on the Church Catechism/ and other 
subject^ connected -with your profession as a member 
of the Church of Christ. Though not in the first in- 
ylanoe addressed to you, I trust you will consider them 
as especially intended for your use, as my godson, 
mentioned in the first of them. I hope you will read 
them with earnest {iiayer to Aimighty God, that, by the 
influence of his Holy Spirit, they may be conducive to 
^ good of your immortal soul. It is now your turn 
to be addressed ; and, as I am not likely to have fre* 
quent opportunities of convening with you, I shall 
adopt te epistolary mode of writing; because it will 
subject you to the reading of only a distiact pwticm at 
one time, and also give you oppoftnnities of proposing 
questi9ns» or oaring remarks on the sul^ecU I shall 
recommend to your notice. I w^s much pleased to 

* A QjMMuvr'i Gift. 
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dbsenrev iii nqr^iat&Tikit;^ ihat/jonhwrB a simns and 
anheiii deme to improfe in the'variout 8todieft;you^^flitf 
pnrsuliig; but raorepaiticHlarlyiras'I gratified to>^n<i 
that yoii ase n^ n^hgent as to tke ^^ am thing M^dh 
ykZ/' as to the attsmiment of that knowledge byi ^idH 
you may become ^* unse taUo ml9aium,*\ .Your djMly 
private reading of the word Qf God is a' poaeticei^db 
likely to prove of everlasting import, that I tntatiioiiiBi^ 
will ever prevail on you to relinquish or intermit it. 
The letters I mentioaed may be useful to durect you in 
this profitable study; and I shall be always ready to 
afford you any other assistance in my power. Your 
knowledge of ancient history is .doubtless extensive ; 
because, in the course of your classical studies, it is 
almost continually presented to your ' attention. fJBut 
profime history is not the most ancient^ amy inc«b.4haad 
it is the most important : these two qualides'Bie'OOHi^ 
boied in sacred history alone; in the hiatory of .GMtt 
people contained in the Bible. I have famished^lyeil 
i^ith a chart of ancient history, which will s^si^tyoblo 
9 roUation of the two branches, sacred and profdndo 
iind is order to carry you forward in the pilrsuil^ i nbv 
propose to direct your attention to that perfiod w|»Btin 
tbe character of inspiration no longer distinguislHBdnAs 
re&eonis of the Jewish nation; to that period idiiBli 
forms a connexion between the history and prophecqei 
of the Old Testament, and the wondefftil' evcsttal an& 
folfilments recorded in the New Testament; it wilbbf 
your part, my deaf boy, to decide whether my cferls 
bd useful and aceeptable in this instance: if iheyipdMre 
so, I shall very likely extend them tof other anbjiSDfa 
bonaected witii your spiritual improvement. iBiit;lel(iXi 
remember that no efforts on my part^ nor .a{i|>liiifttio% 



imrymOi eaa be ptoAftdbiA^r vitb«iifc the-^bfeaawg-itf 
fiftd's Hriy Sf^nttadirecll, enligbleiit and auidtify ust 
^nidiog our hearts aad lifaaior- tke fray of God^ pi»* 
tibpto, asd imuging our toids to a& enti«a coofideQce in 
Uia Jaei^ ibto^ Clhnst the oaly fiamoar. That jtoH 
^ajfbhataetgrace^to floak tkia ineatimaUabkBrng, awl 
tkaftiby'«odaaiioiapa'aia^ be nade ptofitaMe to yoa^ia 
IJififiaflHMBBi prayer of t 

.u .^.M . . ■ YourTeryafitotkHMite, 

ni 111.' ' y»' Ac. &e. ' ^ 

'""""' LETTER ir. 

^i.^Y DElft OOBBKT, 

iviiaidav'tor'affbtod you a eoneiee and clear* aocoont of 
ttaeoaimitsr^Meb befc^ tbe Jews diaring their captifity 
ii^^<&b)dQn^ and after their retara iroin it, I ahaligo 
ba^ctlo the leign of Jehoahaz, the immediate succeuor 
of Joifiah^ &in^ of Jtidah ; for, though there is muck 
ofiithkir^idBeqlwnt history contaiiied in the Bib&e, it it 
aitbet bkaded with tke writings of the prophets and 
iiiknB)^rfelaited"by tke apochryphal writers, m ancb a 
arttnint^as to kiee die clearness and continuity whkh 
dieerbcedlal '^ neader history intelligible to young minds: 
idpRriume yon an ivell acquainted with tbe history of 
floBbiiiga of harael and Judab; if not, I would adviie 
ydii'tsr itudy it ia the Bible itsetf. Your CSironoIogy 
elictka ^ible Wil! help you in ttaifcing the successions^ 
and; the (Kfey I lately seat you wiltdirect you to the 
dmptaa 'm which the seyeral reigns are recorded; 
3Kh^' distructicm of Jefrasalam, and the oapttvity 0f 
iodaby hod famgiMen foiefeoki by the propbatst yet 
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neither itfatf people nor: their, liiiige .(yMi .the imotf^mi 
of Headuah and Josiali) paid a»y ti l leti t i < in to 4he 
ineiciAil waninfii ol Afani^y God; they eo»lin«eli 
to live in the iwgleet^f.hiMxd^anGiea, and in^fiebelUen 
agmnit fais laws; althoiigb his thnateningB api*9t 
Ifliaei had already been fidfilied in the desolatJOAf^ 
that kingdom, and thb carrying away af/fthe im inhaa 
by the Assyrians. In the reign of Josiaih.fjvia.lMsa 
revival of religion^ as to its external rites» eni .the 
extilustion of idolatry, as far as the po^/ier of thia^ipiQas 
and «icellent monarch could effect them. • Bnt tibe 
hearts of the people were unreclaimed, and fherefi^ 
the Lord, while approving the oondoet of Joaiahy and 
for his sake deferring the threatened ruin, d^elaines, 
nevertheless, that his fury is not turned awaiy, but fthat 
hist arm is stretched out still. ** Beholds lattb .the 
Lord, i will bring evil on this plac»,^aild>iigfii)alliifte 
inhabitants tiiereof : even all Uie cmseSithajt affB.irlittMn 
in the book which they have read bafc»e tiip Jcing'of 
Judah." The death of Josiah, at MegiMo, hMmfed 
the completion of thb awful prediel»on. .IlieupisQple 
ofJudah made his son, JehoahaE».4ctng. idaliead oilifM 
Esther, though the reason of t)ieir ehcHce is/diiffiqul^to 
conceive, for he was not the eklest son; and^aa lofiis 
jcharacter, that is pbrtiayed in few wtftb* «^^.Ikn 4id 
'that which was evil in the sig^t of the Laid, •^eosfKng 
to ail that his fathers had done.'' Hia iBign^-hoinslner, 
«aK short ; for Pharaoh Necho having ojtiUinad'a*0ig»ai 
victory over the Babylonians^ near the, river Saphiatea, 
made himsdf master of Caichamish, ra . ci>i$idmUe 
city in that neighbourhopd, and, having established a 
garrison there, procee^d to . th^ subjection x>f Syria 
and .Palestine. During his march he was ii^ormed 



JTOfOTMCni 6 

•ttot JAoahaz iMd ianiaul the yw > amiu i>i0f!Jddab» 
mhkk h^ alrtedy Mganled .m a conqiiered' kng^iyin. 
fieil«ii0fdi»«*iBAoried thaaiM imde kiiig to RSsUit 
Mi Byrin^aiMl oo hur airind- carMoA hnn 1» bt fntt.in 
oMut, Mdi itat cafilhre te Bgjp^i lAatelm .^»i. 
He'ktod'MigiMd only Ibtce. nootliifc -PbanohMoiin 
ilur IM otase Id JarBtaleM^ where he made £Briii»9 
-attMhe^wm <if Joaiab^ kidg^ on eondilion of. hie ptTiiig 
•ila dMiiia2>^ttibute^ of a hundfed tateatsof sftretf andia 
aai^ti 4)f goidw Phaeraoh ehaoged die Bameef ihis 
^tt0^ to MkoiakvAi A change of namea was te* 
't|Uattlhf made b]fieoiiq«8ror% aa » proof of thdc idnakfte 
-ffkvm^if^ theinanqiiiahed ;t hat the change hero made 
-iaw^Ndy in-aouadv boUi woida hiaidng: the aane aigntfi'* 
^uftkMi* . It ia auppotedy by some diviaea, that PImiMab 
thua aicribed his oonqueat to JehoTah» by whom he 
had daehiad himsell to he sent.] Neither th^e bu- 
uMiaitidg dtognalaiicct, nor the fi^ of Us mAappy 
^fothfer^ keam to have had any eiect on J6haiakiin» lar 
he:t0a <' did evil in the sight of the Lotd bis God/' 
'qod.htBpeople weve bat too wilkng to iciiow hia •eiam* 
^Ity thoa^ ttesy also began to share in hiadegMdatinn : 
aft ha taxed the land in order to.raisethe tcibate msmf^j> 
Tht 'Koid Ood did not etwi now faraaioB tbia pewc fse 
-iiemnant of hia people Ifsoel; he eoirtimaUy warned 
aba» by the voiee of hia pso^phata^V J««miah taUa us 
thatr he ^psopheaiad from the thfateendi year of JMah, 
*tQ4faaearryingaway of Jeruaalanoaptnre, intheeleventh 
'^eas'iif Zadaldidij imd sairaral othas prophets are man<» 
tioned in the eourae of dielustoryy wheae piadiations 

. ? (2 Chmm xxxvi. 3.) 53,200^ of our money. 
* t Sees Kings udt, 17 ; Daniel u 7* 
t 2 ChfDn. nxxf. 3l« $ See Jeiwaish xm* 
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neither itfatf yaofkt^jBiOT:ikeklmeiiX'^oit^^^ ^MeplJM 
of Bemkiali and Josiak) paid any aittanttflw to 4he 
meioiAil warningt nl Afani^y God; they €onlin«ieii 
<io livje m the negloet^f hiajoidinanoeay and in-inMUen 
agninit fais laws; althongfa his thieateiwigB agniMt 
Ifliaei had already been £alfilied in the detohtJbAt^ 
thad kingdom, and tUb carrying away efrfthe Aen Uihea 
by the Assyrians. In the reign toi JosiQih.-ivia.lMttsa 
remal of religion^ ns to its external lites^ eni Ihe 
e)(tilietion of idolatry, as far as the po^/ier of thia^fioiits 
and excellent monarch could effect them. ^ Bnt ike 
hearts of the people were unreclaimed, and flteiffi^ 
the Lord, while approving the oondoct of Josiahy and 
for his sake deferring the threatened ruin, daptai«s, 
nevertheless, that his fury is not turned awiuy, but .^hat 
hist arm is sttetched oait still. " Bekoldj lattb' the 
Lord, i will bring evil on this plaee, »aiid'ii|Ml)aIl{/lhe 
inhabitants tiiereof : even all die emsesithajt affe wHtttn 
in the book which they hav^e read befc»e Ih^ kingof 
Judah." The death of Josiah, at MegidAo, hMmfed 
the completion of this awful presUction. /iliedpsople 
of Judah made his son, JehoahaE,/ktng.^iila|ieed of-^Ma 
Isither, though the reason of their choice la iyffifmh^:to 
conceive, for he wnsnot the ekiast son; end^aa loliis 
jcharacter, that is pbrtiayed in few wwtb^ ^^.Ikn 4id 
that which was evil in the sig^t of the Lanl,\^ceQBding 
to all that his fathers had done.'' Hia iieign,;4iQi|BlFi9r, 
seasr short ; for Pharadi Necho having oibtained'anignal 
victory over the Babylonians, near thi& ttferfnphmtea, 
maJde himsdf master of Caichamish, ;a.cs>i$id«n|Ue 
city in that neighbourlu>9d, zxy^yh^wmg established a 
garrison there, procee^d to th^ subjection ,of Syria 
and >Pakatine. During his march he wft9 ji^ormed 



1flb»r&:4iMHr ^ooadiict i» mnidi» Ih0 aubjeet of Qxp9B|i«la<^ 
lion hy God lo Us diaobedieiit people.* Tbif Miis: 
year (the fourth of Jehoiakim) Jeiteiiiiah foretold the 
Itkhkig of Jenia^m, by Nebuchadnezzar at tbii .tti»e» 
iMikdtbe eaptkitjf which should eiMUie and la^t aevei^lyi 
]^esaB. Goi now ecMotnuided JeroiiMah to wijte on a 
roU^ or. pwrohmeBty ail the pr<^lieciea he had spoli^A^i 
ffopn* the time c£ his appointment to the pfoq^tkftt 
oflice ; and to send B%ruch to raad them in the l^pnptf 
^'•tfais gieat day of atonanent* It does not appeof 
tftaCr any resmtment was expressed against Bantoh 
while performing this commvid: but -big readiugv^ 
Ihe^' pmpheoies seemed to haye no e^*ect .in btdnginfi 
Ifco/^pec^e to repentance. Shortly after. this Nebiir, 
ehadneiaar maiebed into.Judah, and laid siege to Jor" 
maalem. In less than two months he fuooeeded i^a 
tftkii»g thecity^'aaad having bound Jehoiakim in fettersi 
^endfMJL to carry him to Babylon. But Jebpia)(ijpp^ 
humbijuig himself, and consenting to become tributary 
lo the king of Babylon^ was restored to his liberty an4 
c^plaeed on his throne. Nebuchadnezzar at this tiiffa 
e^uaed'greal numbers of the people to be seat oaptivi^g 
t^ Babsrkm-; he also took some of the vessels frpm tl^fr 
bouaa of the Lord» and sent them to be {daced id H^ 
^epple oil his idols^ Among the captives were many- 
sods, of the nobles, and several princes of the ipy^ 
%aily> whom Nebuchadnezzar desired bi^ officers tp 
£|deot(^:that they might serve in his palace at Babylton,; 
Qtpiiel and his three companiiHis, Hananii^, JJ^isbaoW 
and Azariah, were of the number of the princes* The 
whole nation being thus brought into subjectioti, the 

* Jeremiah xxiv. < ^ 
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dbWA to tiB. Habakktik and Zephantab aUio pM^heskMt 
al'tiftis period.* Sadi, ton^ver, i» 4;tie deeeHAil^sft^ 
stn, such are the wiles of the templery thpt trlmsglrest^a^ 
am eitMr kiUed in a fklse secarity, and'SO'idfatdHiiMl 
thaitno danger can arouse them to^ fetMl^x ^r>tb#f 
are hardened- in their crimes, and not only detehniA^^^ 
perstst in their read career, bat disdain renmistmBlto; 
atid wreak their vengeance on the messengers-^ God) 
The king and people of Judah had arrived at 'tbSs' ifeo 
gvee of guilt and wretchedness. On the* one hand^#$' 
wei^ deceived by the fklse prophets^ who pttMnilM^ 
i^w deliverance and peace ; and, on the oth^i', ^f 
QiOt only Tefnsed to hearken to God^ pro^t^/ btt^ 
eten persecuted and killed them. Jeretaiiiili,'prdti(ln;^ 
by God, who raised up Ahikam to protect bSm, 'Wtt^^ 
not put to death, biit Ur]jah,t another prnphM, %^ 
brought out of Egypt, whither he had il^d, and pdt^ 
deioth by the merciless JehoiciEkim, in the begiaUilig ^ 
Ki» reign. In the third year of Jeh6lediiin; N-alk^]^^ 
lasser, king of Babylon, perceiving that by the^osi 6t 
Oarchemish he had lost Syria and Palestine i^iteOy'detiat^ 
Mned'to reduce them again to his authority/ ^^Ht, is^ 
he was now too old to undertake this expeditibiii kit 
peiE^n, he sent his son^ Nebnchadnezsiar, to ^tifdlli^ 
it^ having previously made him his assoolatc iif^ftii^ 
etnpire. In the following year this pdnce defeated "^ih^ 
E^ttan garrison at Oarchemish, and, as a cdfi^^ 
qtience of this Tictory, soon obtained pOslpes^ioli' idf 
8yfia and Palestine. It was on the approai^ bt^W 

* Zephaniah.i. 1. Habakkuk does not specify the time of his 
prophesying, but it is inferred from his speaking of the Chaldeans, 
t Jeremiah zxvi. 20 — 23. 



1fb«m 4iM«r ^conduct is ma<db Ih0 aubjeel of axp9Bliiila<^ 
lion l9y God lo fak diaobedieiit people.* Thh Mtmio 
year (the fourth of Jehoiakim) Jemwiah foretold the 
lahkig of Jenia^Hiy by NelnichadiiOTzar at tbii time* 
iMikdtbe eaplmty which should oiasuo and last sovantlii 
y^sffs. Goi sow ccMDtnanded Jortmiah to wijte on a 
roU^ or parchment, idl the pro^^ieciea he had sp6keA« 
firoin> the time of his appointment to the prof^tkftt 
oflice; and to send E^ruch to r^d dieni in the l^pnptf 
^'•thi& gieat day of aton^nent. It does not appear 
IbaC' any resmtment was expressed against Banieh 
while performing this qommand; but bis reading of 
thoi' pmplieoies seemed to haye no e^*ect in banging 
Ifce people to repentance. Shortly after this Nebun 
ehadne^aar maiebed into Jndah, and laid siege to Je^^ 
maalem* In less than two months he ^ucoeed^ i»i 
taking the. city » and having bound Jehoiakim in fetters^ 
iptondfMJL to carry him to Babylon. But Jehoialovp^ 
hnmbijuig hims^f, and consenting to become tributary 
lo the king of Babylon, was restoied to his liberty an4 
c^plaeed on his throne. Nebuchadnezzar at this tune 
e^aed' great numt>ers of the peojde to be sent captivi^ 
V^ Bal^lon-; he ako took some of the vessels fronv tl^fr 
h^piBe of the Lord, and sent them to be placed ip tbe 
^«iiple of his idols^ Among tbe c^>tives were many 
sotW'Ofthe nobles, and several princes of the royal 
iBffmiy^ whom Nebuchadnezzar desired his officers to 
$eleet, that tbey might serve in his palace at Babyloya : 
QipiM end his three companions, Hananiah, ])|isbi^ 
and Azariah, were of the number of tbe princes* The 
whole nation being thus brought into subjection, the 

* Jeremiah xxiv. 
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wttS'lMMbky not wHttflfl^ *or^lit huuitf htt9^ "iM txStOi^ 
dot»tt to tts. Habakkuk and Zephanirii also pM^li0Miil 
ai tlib period.* Soeb, llowrever, i» the deeeilAiliiess <o# 
stQ» mtch are tlie wilea of the tempter^ th^ttrliinglresM^ 
aie eitMr lulled in a fklse secarity, and ao infatnaftfi 
Ihat-no danger can aiause them to irelieoniMi; m tb#f 
are hardened in their crimes, and not only dete^in^ ti^ 
persist in their mad career, bat disdain remoastmB^; 
aftd wredc their tvngeance on the messetigi^s e# God/ 
Die king and people of Jodah had arrived bt 'thia^ iti^^ 
g«ee of guilt and wretchedness. On the one hand1h#f 
irei^e deceived by the false prophets^ >vrho protnifti^ 
1^111' deliverance and peace; and, on die other, 4^y 
tK^ only refased to hearken to God's prophM, b^ 
e^mk persecuted and killed them. Jereknisli, pcesdrv^iii^ 
by God, who raised up Ahikam to protect bite, Wa^ 
not put to death, biit Unjah,t another pmphH^ w^ 
brought out of Egypt, whither he had fled, aiid p^t^' 
death by the merciless Jehoistkim, in the begiatoitig i>P 
Kis reign. In the third year of Jeh6S(ddte, N^itk^j^ 
Iftsset, king of Babylon, perceiving that by the4odS €l 
Oarchemish he had lost Syria and Palestine afeo, detiap^ 
iMiied to reduce them again to his authority. < Alit, ig^ 
he was now too old to undertake this expedilibn' i^' 
penon, he sent his son, Nebuchadnezzar, to ^ttdttetl 
it^ having previously made him his assoc^te in^^dl^ 
empire. In the following year this prince defeated "^11% 
Egyptian garrison at Carchemish, and, as a c(Ml$^ 
qaence of this victory, soon obtained posSesdiott'^^it^ 
Byria and Palestme. It was on the approai^ bf^hM 

' •'- - 

* Zephaniah i. 1. Habakkuk does not specify the time of his 
prophesying, but it is inferred from his speaking of the Chaldeans, 
t Jeremiah zxvi. 20^23. 



1fli<»r&4^ir conduct is ina<db. Ihe subject of cxp^sitiila'* 
lion by God lo Us diaobedieiit people.* Tbis wsm 
year (the fourtb of Jeboiakim) Jemwiab foretold the 
lahkig of JeiusaleH), by Nebuchadnezzar at this time» 
^Kkd the eaplmUf which should eemu^ and last seventy 
years. Goi now commanded Jeremiah to write on a 
roU^ or pajKchment^ all the prophecies he bed spoke a^ 
(ifom* the time df his appomtment to U>c profri^ticei 
ofl$ce; and to send B%ruch to read them in the Ufofti 
^'•thfe gneat day of atonanent. It does not appear 
IbeC' any resentment was expressed against Bantob 
^hUe performing this qommvid; but his reading «f 
Ibe^' pmpliecies seemed to hare no effect in fatcinginfi 
lfce>people to repentance. Shortly after this Nebiin 
Ghadnezsar marched into Judah, and laid siege to Je*^ 
iBMalem. In less than two months he succeeded ad^ 
tftking the. city ^> and having bound Jeboiakim in fetters^ 
jfttendfMJL to carry him to Babylon* But Jebpie)(ijapk 
humUying himself, and consenting to become tributai^ 
lo the king of Babylon, was restored to his liberty an4 
lepiaced on his throne. Nebuchadnezzar at this tiffr^ 
e^uaed' great numbers of the peoi^e to be sent captivi^ 
1^ Bal^lou ; he also took some of the vessels from tl^fr 
b^m^ of the Lord, and sent them to be placed ip tt^e 
teiaple of his idols* Among the captives were many 
sons. of the nobles, and several princes of the ipyf^ 
f£PMly> whom Nebuchadnezzar desired bis o^i^rs to 
$ieiect^:th«t Ibey might serve in his palace at BabyliOin,; 
Ds^M and his three companions, Hananiah, AtisbaeW 
and Azariah, were of the number of the princes. The 
whole nation being thus brought into subjectioti, the 

* Jeremiah xxiv* 



IS OBUmUCilL UKTMBNdUU 

wntttebi' MB Ui cwt dg rti Hit nifwlihr ftft HaiBiik 
Neeho faad died the pcaeediiig year. 

Jdtoiadua next meoieded to the goremnuuit <]f 

J«dah. This pnoce, called also Jetoniah and Cooiah; 

-was the aoa of Jehoiakitt. Id tibe dud Baokof Chif»» 

nklea, ohap. zxzn* he k aaid to haive been e%jU yaais 

old when he began to* laigB, .while m ^k» 9nd BMkni 

lUDgB we are told he waa «i^RiUiMit» IKvinaa raaoMik 

ftiKse two-acaoiuta^ by coacludfaif that his lalfaeraiaoh 

ciated him iir the government when maHtf aight yewajaf 

age r a-eiiatom i^^ pMvaient in those thdes* Jehaiih 

'oUn followed the example of hs fcttcr; but his«tte4r 

of impiety aad fios was shoft, for Mebwohadntai^ 

now caBEie in peraott agatnat JemsaleBiy^ aMl beatagad 

the ett^f^in- fona. la thetwanty sotaad ekqiCeriofl^^iq- 

aiiahy to aiilnoh I harm already Tefcned y«ni*>tthQte&dh 

*a fvfidietkft so renMHrhaUe ft»f its .chiainwa^7aiid;»thc 

einaunstBAtial sMnmer in i^ch it was aoeaasfishid, 

that I<»nnot fiirbear oopyinf it far yon; tbangh I 

'arery reason |o hope thait you alwwfs aaek)the 

;of ser^Aare to whieh I diteet ytnir attattter. Ue 

'.Lordyq)eaking to* Jehoiachyi by hie paopbeti saya, ^* i 

< will gire thee into the httid of them that^asek thy.iifa, 

^aad'into the hand* of them whoae faee- thoniaaaast» 

v/nat into the -hand of Nabwchadoezsar^ king of Baby- 

ften, aiid iiita the hand of the ChaldeaDa. AaA I afDl 

oast thee oat, and thy nocher that base-dieey'ifltfb 

another eoimtry, wtere ye wem not boniy«nd -^bme 

shallyedie." This is the propheey ; andrteiblitednt 

was literal, as we read in the 2nd Book of Kinga mfkr. 

id^l5; for Mebddiadneazar fttsiingithe aiege/and 

iehbiaelon haimig no means: of esoape or deAPoeay 4he 

city was reduced in three months; and the king, with 



•ebres priioaBn of w, joiA.-stt? -.cttriied' oajpftMt^ti 
8 a>yiw h > . it is a cimoMtaeetwofliifi of wbrnetUkm^ 

in tte^uffwlivty* » llsy bad fvevfevdy bmmiim^ltt 
u ni Mm ^ u^fHt^H^itnTrw t rtrii linMt iti— nihi thi 
tenpfe of ihft v€inliflnd.taHiinii8.teluMl ifucd «i 
ii»iint.v«it;,aiid geiied .ai^ Ito limiwili c# tfce ctengfa 
•iHNMe alii». '. TIm ttimlMr 4if. aapilMa ht'mtmfcutmd 
^MMyiaao^otad 4o> t^ieial .th<nMiiidi> comkdnflmat 
<attlj{ttf th« M|faa» daaea and tha fSBamoflba $smf, 
ib«»of aU tka onpanteta^ smitta, and aatiflcaw he^foaid 
» JmialaM and Judak, vboat ha ^iataaded'to anphjr 
4a^ilHi^l>iiiidi^|B 1m wM. canjrmg o» ait Baby^ 3te 
-paapbot.fiBkial «te waa aavaif thatcaiHiM^ inhtaMMr 
dM^'ipaaka itf the tm^'fkjf.nckmB from thia era^ lie 
w$»*M^fan(U(t nthan oanriad airay^ and waa natcilkd io 
liMfiapiMtieaioffiaetillftmrorfia0 7«tanftiV4 Jdwi- 
aidin,ifayi wM i tnd a im g hiintelf .to tiie kipg oCBabfMi, 
^odfldadc-Ae daitotialian. of Jmi aayita^ Mid laarvfad 
siaons^dMlti daatli? bat Ua feogt^nad iife:vBiaaip4at 
la dvaa^ ag p lo Um^ aiaoa he vaa not aHa«ed).fr^.ihe 
.rinddt ^oaafiift of panteaLJihcfty m*h»»defr«ibatian 
.nttfllh«Kilev'beiDg kapt in pdian imag tha osmawkr 
•fffMibhiM^adnaaaai'a Itfi^ %pBdodof dMrtyHwmi jcan. 
• Udi ovGie the Lard'a thaaata^iiiga eaaenlad ufMi bini; 
itti ^«aa. indeed ^^a man thai did nol.paoaper id: his 
di^r-andfll ia mndh to he &aaad ^mlMifeftitfjmii 
. had no adnteiy ^efieet in leading hbnciie 

• /• 
aeiaar having ihua anbjeclfed(the hingdoia 
id .leatt the piinoi^. iidiabilanii- of :it inte 

• 9 Kiag» nb. 16. 
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of I^ddak and Josiah) .ipakl a»y mttet^im to Ibe 
ib^ciAil wfinungi ol Afani^y -Gedj; Ifaey ^ovlinwl 
<io live ta the negleet^f. hiftiOffdinaDQes^vaiidmiiisMli^ 
agmnit his laws ; alihoiigb hb thnateningB apJMt 
lamel had already been £alfilled in tbe.d^ohtJbAt^ 
that kmgdom, and tbb carrying alra^ afxtha Aen inhes 
by the Assyrians. In the reign of jQsiQih.fMA.Mdf.a 
revival of religion^ as to its external rites« end. iihe 
e)etilictian of idolatry, as far as the po^M of thia-ipiQiis 
and excellent monarch could effect them. . * But tibe 
hearts of the people were unreclaimed, and: fker^ft^ 
the Lord, while approving the oondoet of Jooaky. aiid 
for his sake deferring the threatened ruin, • daclaines, 
nevertheless, that his fury is not lumad awagrs but ^t 
hist arm is sttetched out still. ** Behold# lattb-.tbe 
Lord, i will bring evil on this plaee, tAiid>ii|M)aIludie 
inhabitants thereof: even all Uie cossesithajt affB.iriflttfwi 
in the book which they hare read bef<»e Asking. lof 
Judah^V The death of Josiah, at ftfegieUk^, )m(Mtd 
the completion of this awful prediel»0n. .^flieupsople 
nfJudah made his son, Jehoahas,.'ktng id^md of>JMs 
Esther, though the reason of t)ieir choice is 4iffiimk(:to 
concave, for he wnsnot the ekiestson; md^aa loliis 
jcharacter, that is pbrtiayed in few wwtb, ^^.Hcn did 
that which was evil in the si^t of the Lenl,'^ceciiAng 
to ail that his fathers had done/' Hia jnsifn,.4ioiD3tii^, 
seasr short ; for Pharadi Necbo having obCaioed'itdignal 
victory over the Babyloniiuis^ near the, river faphiates, 
made himself master of Caichamish, .a . coiaidertble 
city in that neighbourhopd, and, having ei^t^LUj^hed a 
garrison there, procee^d to th^ subjection x>f Syria 
and . Palestine. During his march he waf ji^ormed 



tM^ JllioalMiz iMfed liiwtnl the yfi fc a me a fcofiJudih, 

^tAdek h& alutedy ligaiided ,m .a. conqoevid: kiagiom. 

tk^ tiWiWifi»>*itoiMiK)ded thgaitu inie king to RifaUi, 

itt^Syfte^'and on hit anind canaei hiai itt be fnH in 

riwih»i, >jnd^ 0mi captire to B^gypt^ lAerelm itied. 

H^itad'«iig;atd only tlitce. ooDthti Pfaanoh' aooD 

«iMir liA 'dkue to JaniMdeM, iftere he made EbAin, 

'aMdi«v«oiir'fif Josiahv kklg^ on eondilioik a£hia pkjiag 

>cte dbuffeisdNlibute^ of a hnndrad tatents of sOten ind-.a 

^Ittkne 4iif i^oMi' «f faaaraoh changed die nanre af this 

>)^ift04^ to iiahotafcim; A change of namea was 

J i}ital^ ibada hf cott^Hron, aa a proof of thek 

b{ia^m^ov^thervaiiqiaihe4;t bat the dauige heie made 

'iaw^^y.ia eouttdv both woids hamg: the aame aigmfi<» 

^ietftiM* . It ia snpposedy by some divjaei, that Pfanab 

thwi atcribed his conqucet to JehoTah» by whom he 

llBid <dsa(ued hiiaieUi to be ^snUX Neither these hu- 

itMuAiag dAMMrtencet, nor the bte of Us ndhafipy 

nb^ptfakr^'teMatahaTe had any effect onr Jehaicdlim^lor 

toJtao '^ did etil m the sig^t of the Lofd his God/' 

iqadfhfa' people woe battoe willing to fdlow hieeaam- 

:^li^ die«Bb they abo began to shave in htadegmdatiDn : 

'aa ^Haxed tiie land iil oider toiraisetfie tiihate nioMy. 

•Th^ toidOod did not even now feraake this penrerse 

^i^maant ef hie peq^Ie IinMl; he eoirtinaaUy warned 

'aban^ by the voice of \m fuffha^^ Jeiemiah'tsUe ui 

• thaftchefpophesied ftom the thbtettith year of iesiahi 

' a^ahaearrpng away of Jecusalemeaptive, in theeleveath 

if^M^pMadnkiAi and several othes protteCs are men-* 

tioned ia the oowae of lhelu»tory» whose: predtolions 

\ * (2 Chnin^ xxxvi. 3.) 52,2001. of our money. 
' t SeeiSKingszxiv. 17; Danieli*?* 
t 2 Ohn>n. zxxr. 2l« }■ S^e Jtnaaish sai* 
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oaptinly^ wmftt Mattanli;; h yovbget saa i3f . .fid^h, 
9ai|viiiiefe)t«> Jidwiaebiiirt kia^ over tbe> cenisa of tte 
pecqrfe. He BxacCed fniin> Mb pdiioe a solemn oaA of 
ftak]^ and sofcjectkMi to Um ; and ohanged hiBinaiid to 
Zedekiahy which sigiitfies Me JusHce of tie Lordt ttb< 
teodiiig tibeneby to renuod him of the pmnBhrnait lie 
might eipect fiom God if he Yiohited his law^ Vy^dof. 
paoBbiiig firom thM engagement. 

Thus' ended the seeond war of Nebochadnexrar 
against the Jews; he had conducted it by his tieatet} 
nants and govecnors of the neighboimng pravinecir 
cUtning tfacee yean; in the fourth year be c«ne^in 'per«^ 
son to foUow ap the advantages they had obtaineifc 
We ase not t<dd why he did not come sooner^ bnt'itiit 
poobable that he was engaged in settling the affainrof 
his kingdom, after his father's deaHi. It is said tinto 
he had been called upon as arbitrator in a difference 
between two neighbouring states, the Medes and Ly- 
dians, about this time. A war had been carried on 
between them with various success during five years ; 
when collecting all fteir forces they met in a battle 
which they expecnsd would proTe decisive. ^ But wh% 
victory was yet undetermined, an edipseiof ttie -sm 
awed the eembatants on both sides^ and they cameito 
an agteement to refer the matter ofdspwte to arbitral 
tioil» • Tkt king of' Gilicia on the part of the Lydiani^; 
and the king of Babylon cm that of theilfedesy etooc^ 
hffOught' about a peace between them, which waa fnotheii 
fllUrQiigtJiened by a mutual fiimily alfiancf^. AAtyagjao^ 
son to t^ kipg of Media, married Ariena, daiighttorto 
^ king of Lydia, and from this »karriage.aMiboiai^tba 
year following, Gyaxarea, whom Daniel calls = Dariita 
t^iMede^ /' 
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. ] Aifyage»iiad a daogbtec ^i i — w d IfmiJhiM fayafiye^ 
intr iHUFriage; Aispiinoessinu-etponedbjOftiiiiby^^ 
Uag^'OC PeTaia» sod I have ao donlM yoa reaiembet* ber 
nfi tke mether of CynM, to uten slie gare bitth in tha 
kttt year af Jahoiakim, kii^ of Judab. 

Hme ebcamitanoes, tberefefe, aie not to nnoon^ 
nsotad with our bntory as they at fint appear* On 
the one hand we see Nebnchadnezzar oMdeth* instni^ 
floent of ophokKng an appaicndy inoonsidesabl^ stite, 
ioaa wludiy nevertheless, was to proceed a neiw empire, 
that tboald totally subvert his own. On the other 
hand, we see the Lord, ** in judgDMnst remembeving 
nleioy," and while inflicting chastitement on his-Tebel*- 
hoas people, raising up a deliverer for them m tfife 
panon of Gyms, whom he had called by nime moM 
than a hundred years before his birth.* 



LETTER IV. 

Wb are now to enter upon the eventful and interesting' 
reign of Zeddtiah, the last king of Judah : eventfhl, as 
it^ leads to the final overdirow of that degenerate king^ 
dom; and peculiarly interesting, from the display of 
the long snffering and tender forbearance of Almighty 
GbA towards this impenitent and perverse lelnnatit of 
haf "people. Zedekiah's character, as portMtyedby tbe 
writer of' the 2nd Book of Kings, is, that '* he did that 
which was evil in the sight of the Lord, according to 
all that Jehoiakim had done." There are other traits 
also mentioned in the 2nd Book of Chronicles, to which 
we shall advert as the history unfolds them. The 

• Isaiah xfiy. 28. 
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ctre^lorof this mga are-briefly aanraiad^n the hatfpha^ 
^1^ qC the al)QycineiitiQoed bpoks; but .i^. is m^$i^ 
wiitiag» of the prophet Jeremiah that .m fii^d %^4(9r 
tail^ .aoeOiHit of them, relalied with all the tepdjearnftfi^ 
peculiar to this .faithful mesMAget of Gody llua di^tinr 
^iebed loyer of hi^ country. We may wdl f uppo^ 
,that Jeremiah bewailed the calamities he witiieMed..^ 
the parrying away of Jehoiachin; and i^ympalhix^ 
with those <tf his countrymen who were dooiped Mffi^ 
tjnty. The Lord, however, ipade known to him in. a 
vision,* that he ought rather to lament for those .who 
were left, in the land : as sufferings more t^ipble» ^p4 
jjidgments more fatal awaited them; while diey, w}^ 
were carried into Babylon, were removed ** fer^l^k^ 
gQOd/' that they might be preserved,.. and eiv^uaMlT 
restored to the possession of their land,, sgad Ui^H^ 
favour of their God. This circumstance shows us. in.^ 
impressive manner that the best men are bu,t ^ort 
Righted, when they form judgments respecting. Go4fS 
Itfovidential dealings with themselyes or others ; ast tb|^ 
frequently in these cases '^ call evil good, and ^gc^ 
^vij^.*'. We should always remember ^at the. Lqniiqpfi 
,f^uce good out of ^* seeming evil*;" and U^t.chtibfis 
J^romised to tnake all things wQrk t^eti^er for^fOQ^y 
to them that hve him. ; - . ,. ,^.\. >., 

. When Nebuchadnezzar had left Jerusaleip,/ ^|^ 
Zedekiah was settled in his kingdom, a^Q^b^Wi^^ 
arrived from the neighbouring piizices. of Ai^o^ 
,Moab, Edom, Sidon, and Ty^e, either to <^9ngi:ft^)|)|^^ 
him on his. accession, or to engfigc; him ia a* cq^^- 
federacy against the king of Babylon^ whose yoke ,th^ 
probably designed to shake off. Jei^es^iah by the Q9mr 
maud of God made for lumself bonds and yokes, and 

r 

* Jeremiah xiiik 
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fat ibsfn tm hk neck.* Ih this alijedt MX/b' hH stpn- 
pe«red beftire the ambassador^, and delivered to esich 
of thenar this typical predletion dt servitude ; accom- 
^panied by a declamtioii from the Lord God, that he 
had ghrka diefr several eoittitries int6 the ha^dr df 
19eb«diadlieziar; and hud ordained that they should 
Remain- in sutjection to him, to his son, and hiif son^s 
-wtiy tffi Ihd time appoint^ for the end of his empii^. 
^o this declaration the Lord added promises of pea<^e 
"am) safety ta thtose who confided in it ; but denounce 
Vtditrtiction and misery to all who, l»y renonnctnf thtiit 
^aftegiance tb the king' of %bylon, riiouid disregard it* 
Jeremiah spoke tdso to Zedekiah, urging' the message 
T)f God npon him ; and entreating him not 10 tie p^N 
snaded by flie false prophets. This expostulailon sennit 
to havd had the desired eftct ; as the king dkf "ma: at 
%8tt dme enter into the confederacy. About this time 
^a fldse prophet, named Hananii^, pnblifcly iddresscfd 
^J^^remiah in the temple, speaking as in thenam^ of the 
{jOfd, and d^aring that in two yeaM God wbuli 
Vestere all the captives and all t&eti^easnres taken t6 
'Babylon ; and deliver the land ttota thie dominion of 
'V^rachadiie2zar. Jerenaah iii reply testified his hearty 
dekire ifittt the Loid might do according to ttie words 
of Hanamah. The f^Jse prophet, to give weight to' hi% 
prediction, took the yoke from the neck of Jdremiab^ 
and breakingit, declared, in the name of the Lord, ^at 
in like manner should the yoke of Nebuchadnezzar be 
broken. Jeremiah then witibdrew; but he was'speedily 
sent bhde, to denounce the Lord's anger against Mkn^ir 
niah i and to ihform him that hk YhoUld *• be cast dfiP 
from the face of the earth, and should die that veiy 

* Jeremiah zzvit. 



jieari because he tau^bt^rdbellion agsdnit ^e ILdfd^ 
who had not Bent him.'- This prediction wis tiiortfy 
aftar verified; as Hanankh died m less than tii^ 
ntovtfas. It was not only in Jerusalem that the pe<^te* 
vjBie deluded hj these pretended profits ; Ahab and 
Zedddah, two Jews among the captives at BalrjFlen'; 
had so much influence with their ooimtrymeft, as' S^ 
peevent tbeur making any settlement in the hmdof tlieir 
<^ptivity, by promising them a speedy return to tbeiv 
own land. Jtf emiah was commanded to write a letter;^ 
and' temd st by the ambassadcHs whom king Zedekklb 
sent to NebochadAezear ; the purport of which was/td 
assQie the captives that their retttm would not ttJki 
place belbre seventy years ; to command them to setlAe 
themselves submissively and peaceably in Babylon ; tb 
warn them against the dehisions of &lse profits; and 
to show them how much better their condition was tha^ 
that of the- people who still remained in Jerusalem; 
The letter concluded by a special predic^on of fearful 
pmushment ta Ahab and Zedekiah, which was soOtt 
aceompliabed ; for Nebuchadnezzar, discovering thsft 
they interrupted his plans fpr settling the -oaptlves, 
caiuni them to be burnt alive. Some of the captives 
were- greatly displeased at the letter Jeremiah 9&in 
them ; and one, named Semaiah, -urote by the ambai»« 
ssidors to the priests and people at Jerusalem, ui^ng 
tki^n to punish the prophet. Zephaniah the priest v&kii 
this letter to Jeremiah, who was immediately inspirell 
by Grod to pronounce a severe judgment upon Semaiabuf 
Ifi the fourtb year of Zedekiah the Lonl revealed his 
pitrposes !respecCing Ghatdea and Babylon, «id<4ji6 
judgments he would inflict upon them by therMedes 

* Jeremiah xzix. t Ibid. 24 — 32. 
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and Peitiiaiis.* JevBitiitiirwaft.eoiiMiaiidkl to snrite 
tfwn in « book, which he 'was to tend to Babylon by 
S«nLiab» conmaiKlittg him toiead it on the Imnka ot 
the Suphrates, aad when he had finished reading, t» 
iaiAten it to a stone and cast it into the riyer, saymg', 
<<'Thas ahaU Babylon sink, and shall not rise ficom the 
€9ril that I shaU bring upon her." 
< In the fifth, year of Zedekiah, God, in great mercy tD 
his.^^eople in captivity, raised up a true profdiet among 
ti)9Bi ; for it was at this time Ezekiei began to pro* 
fihesy» This year is also remaricable for the deafth> of 
Cya^affes^ king of Media, and of Psammis^ king d 
ilSgypt; the fenner was succeeded by his son Astyages, 
alid the latter, by his son Apries, whom the sacifid 
writeis call Pharaoh Hophrah. 

The prophet Ezekiei was commanded by God to warn 
tjb^ peqile at Babylon against the iddatry of ti»ir 
CQttiitrymen at Jerusalem ; and to declare to them the 
jub^gmeuls impending over that devoted city, f In thd 
9^«Dth year of Zedekiah the prophet had a ciixnniH 
stantiai revelation of. these judgments : God makiiig 
known to him by types and declarations the destmc* 
lion pf the city, the flight of Zedeldah, his punuife, 
if^ffisdiiiiient, and death at Babylon.t King Zedekiab» 
a9,welL as his subjects, was bt|t too fatally hastening 
the execution of God's righteous visitatkma. In thir 
snme year he sent ambaesadiHv into Egypt, to negotiate 
aiB- alliance with Pharaoh Hophrah; and the year followy 
ing)' regardless of his oath, he opaily rebeUed agwnst 
tbe king of Babylon. This, by the saored histman^ 
i^ coimtdered as an effect of the bbduraey of hisiheart^ 

• Jeiemi«Iil.li. t EtekW vHi.— x«. 

t Ezekiei zii.-^xx. $ 2 Chnn. xxvri, 13, 
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mtMii^fVbrlcmg contrntmnbe in sfai, and hhr ^egMet 
of the iHr ami iig g of God's pi^pliets; was ^bw htctfttie 
so -grest, that he prcsufftptttonsly -rkilflled' his^ «iA 
to Nebuehadoezzar, *< Who had niade idtt kmAt^lij 
God-.**' ^ ' ; 1 -. :• 

The kio^ of Bahylon tvAs not tto^f M his iii<Mliitri^ 
for reducmg his rebeOious trilratary; Ibr,'hiil6g^ fdkHI^ 
htitcA a krge army; he ^ulicihed towaidii^PaMtfi^. 
Fmdmg, however, that the AmmoBfM'a!iiaii^0k<eei^ 
gaged in* the conftderaey, he coiuraltedixSs ffitmeiy ^ti> 
kttowwfaieh of the- febeHkras states he shoiAf first>G%i^ 
tise.^ The lot, l)y dWmatioh, Mr tipon Judshi' itaid 
Nehiichadiieszar ntatennig ub amty'difeetly m^^xhat 
cowrtryy soon rodnced Ulthe cities excH^t lilfelifiiti, 
Azekafa, and Jerusalem. The Jewsj terHfied 'at '1^ 
approach and snceess, now thought of tahimg^^t^^e 
JjM theff Ood for delireraace, and elE^tered hlt^tt ol^» 
'irifenant to keep his laws^ and serve hhri ahintf. ^iiiij 
lUko made a jproelatnakionrto set at liber^aH Mteft^hb 
were Hebrews, tad whom, contrary to the htwof dte^yf 
-^e;^ had detained m bondage inore than si ji yeiit^ 
%is rMamation, however, was merely ^fiitaftat^- itiid 
tHmdot be called repentance ; it watf no mati' tKgoi^^ 
terror bflhe wicked, excited by immedkutr danger, luid 
cbhseqttently svfspended, as we shall see, wheft iMt 
dtifigdr appcaited move remote. Towsu^ 4lie e«d of ^i^ 
3feaF, Nebuchadnezzar,' wkh diihis ahny, efreestfpaiMd 
flie-eiiyof Je^salem ; and on the sime" dsiy (the t^Mt 
of the tenth mondi) God made this event known to 
E»kiel at Babyton, with fiirther particahtrs of ^e de^^ 
tmction in which this si^ should termittaieit' The 

• £i^ie1 nd. 18^22. See also Note A. 

t BtBt.xr.l2. ^ EzdUel xjtW.^ ' 



1^ luf y^ bgr de^.tliH^Vpigirt> but that he should, qol 
im^e any moiiniii^ for her ; * thenaiby mtimating 4o 
the Jews th%t the c^ty they delighted in, which Da^jd 
emphatically called *' The joy of the whole earth/* 
i^iould ^some to sudden destruction ; yet that their per- 
sonal calamities should be too great to allow them to 
i^aoum for h%r. In the beginning of the tenth year or 
.j{edekiah God sent Jeremiah to tell him that Nebu- 
^ flh g fjj^Sffwr wopld taike the city, and blun it with to, 
^^f^ he should be jtateu prisoner, ^ sent to B«* 
t^oi^f nfheie h# should die» though not by thes 
jTSiifi^^W ^ili^qr .r^HMMEkable passage in this 
jfSIWMI^ fms, *' Thine ep^9 ^hall behold ih€.^if$^,^ 
.j^ ^ve9u9f 9ob^Um s* a^d we.sre told by Josephun. 
Jbafe^edejritJi woidd notbeUeve the prqphecy, b^cauie 

Jb%ii^<i^ fo ^m \^9omm^t with- th«t of the pmph^t 

^^ggj^iA^.y^k^m he h^ isaid,. th»t tb(» Jung should 

fl»^^f^.9^9^/^''l Thes^nel, however, fuUyfecon- 

cd^'t!^ twp predictionsy ^nd forded a lamentatjtle 

%Jf^ 9f tl)e<l«i|lsMsy pf bumitQ rescuing, wh^n emplaysd 

! Ml opposi^ ^to 4^ woid of God* %ed^iah UQt poly 

dmgfrd^ the ^essaf^ of Grod at thistiqae^ibv^.Ul^e 

<hi^.i9^Ptf^^J>^th^r9 sought to punish the oiss«Bi»gsr> 

. Iflf ^. f^us^ Jferemiah to be imprisoned; thus, poo- 

I^^Q^ii^ ii$p m»:Wst oi impiety to another, tiU he.flUsd 

' Ht^JiMh^W^T^'^ iniquity ^hich was biii^gipg destnic* 

itlfl9l on tiiittfelf and his pec^e. The sacred historian h 

fUMrtipns as one of thesins of Zedekiah, that he *^ bum* 

Jbtfd nqi- hiius^f before Jeremiah the prophet m^^mg 

t^m t^e prath of the Loid;" «sd theii, after enume« 

* See Note B. i Jeremiah zzzit* 1-— 7. 

t Esekiel zii. 13. § 2 Cbroa. zxzvi* 13—16. 
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fMibp the fiiiM'of the pri^Ut'Uid people, tihd dwelH^ 
Ml the m&Kj tad long ^tlffermg' of die Lord, he ft^nii 
dlat the infatuated prince and his snlijeets perststed^th 
their obduracy '' till there was no remedy.** '" 



LETTER V. 

Whilk Jeremiah was in prison the word of theLo^ 
fMoe utfto him, to tell him that Hanameel, 006 of li^ 
kinsBsren, would oometo propose his buying a-fieM'iil 
Anathoth.* This accordingly came to pass, and- Jere*-' 
miab, without hesitation, made the purchase, obseitki^ 
all the required forms, and directing Baruch to ptese^rm 
the title deeds in an earthen vessd, tfiat they mij^t 
continue many days. He then declared, in tt^e naiiffe' 
of the Lord, that there should be a restorationr, when 
** houses and fields and vineyards should be possesi^ed 
again in the land." When he had conduded this bbsl^- 
ness, the prophet made a beautiful prayer to Grod, Wt' 
which, it would seem, he humbly asks tbe reason WiiJ<^' 
Qod had commanded him to make a purchase, wHeif 
the whole land was already in the hands of the enem|yi' 
The Lord graciously vouchsafed to answer htm by a fill' 
deelafation of his purpose to redeem his people fr^m 
the land of their captivity, and to bring them back^ 
their own land, where they should serve him, and **l)iififg 
the sacrifice of praise into the house of the - Lordir^^' 
Nor was this the only solace Jeremiah had at tMs p^ 
riod, when his personal afflictions, though great, *w^ 
doubtless absorbed in contemplating those of his devoted 

• Jeremiah zxzii. 
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comitiy. Tbe Lord fuith^revealed to him hk gnuHOWA 
desi^s respecting the everlasting covenant, and renewed 
the promise he had made to David, that the Saviouv 
should descend from him.* Christ is here called the 
*' Branch of righteousness/' and ** The Lord our righ- 
teousness T titles truly consoling to the prophet, who 
was commissioned to declare the deceitfulness and des- 
perate wickedness of the human heart, and who was 
himself a witness of the dreadful ravages made by sin, 
^^(m in this world. While Nebuchadnezzar was car^ 
rjing on the siege of Jerusalem, he was informed tb%t 
Pharaoh Hophrah was advancing with a large army ta 
tho assistance of Zedekiah. He therefore raised the 
aisg^, in order to meet and engage this new enemy ; but 
(tf/£¥iously sent all his prisoners, who amounted to morB 
tlian eight hundred, to Babylon. The hopes of Zede- 
kj^ se^ to have revived on the departure of the Chal- 
deans, for he sent to Jeremiah to inquire of the Lord, 
^ud .to pray for him and his people. The Lord's answer 
by Jeremiah informed the king that his confidence im 
the Egyptian forces was vain,- as they would return to 
tbaif own country without achieving any thing for him,/ 
apd tliat bis expectations of deliverance in any way, 
w^se no less vain, as his enemies would shortly renew 
tbe siege, take the city, and bum it with fire.f 

.rTbe pec^le of Jerusalem were even more sanguine 
than their prince. The departure of the assailants not 
only allayed their fears, but awakened their presumption 
alsp ; for, breaking through the restraints they had lately 
imposed on themselves, they obliged the slaves wh<»n 
they had liberated to return again to their former bon<* 
cifige. I While thus regardless of their solemn covenant, 

* Jeremiah xxxiii, t Jeremiah zxxvii. 3 — 10. 

I Jeremiah xzxiy. 1 1 — 22. 
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they.TioUited the Uw of God, the prophet ieremiah 
fent to tell them, that ^ince they had refused to give, 
liberty to their brethren, as they had sworn to do, the 
Lord himself would proclaim liberty to the sword, to 
the pestilence and to the famine, and bring th^m to 
utter destruction. Jeremiah being now at liberty, and 
seeing no prospect of being useful to his coDntrym«ii, 
was desirous of retiring to Anathoth, his native place. 
With this intention he was about to pass one of the 
gates of the city, when he was seized by Irijah, a cap? 
tain of the guard, who accused him of intendiqg to de* 
sert to the enemy ; and, regardless of his protestations 
to the contrary, brought him before the princes, who 
caused him to be closely imprisoned.* The Egyptian 
army, as the Lord had predicted, returned into Egypt ; for 
Pharaoh, finding that Nebuchadnezzar was advanciiig 
to meet him, did not stay to risk a battle, but precipi- 
tately retreated, leaving his miserable ally to bear the 
whole weight of that resentment he had 90 readily 
helped him to incur. For this breach of faith ou the 
part of Pharaoh, the prophet Ezekiel was commanded 
to pronounce a threatening of God*s judgment^ upon 
Egypt, t which, in the course of this history, we shall 
see fully executed. 

The retreat of the Egyptians left Nebuchadnezzar at 
liberty to csurry on the war in Judah, which he 4i4 hy. 
returning to Jerusalem, and besieging it more closely 
^an before. Zedekiah, now convinced of the faitble^ 
desertion of Pharaoh, and probably impressed by the 
fulfilment of Jeremiah's late prediction, sent for him 
out of prison, and held a private conference with him, 
inquiring if there were any word from the Lord. } The 

* Jeremiah zxzvU. 11 — 15. « f Eiekiel zxU. 1—7. 

X Jeremiah xxxvii. 16—21. 
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prophet briefly iBPonned him that be was ordered to 
cdiifinn the former declaration of God; that he should 
be delivered into the hands of the king of Babylon. 
Reminding him of the false prophets, who had declared 
that Nebochadnezzar should not come against Jem- 
sailem, he expostulated against the injustice of his im- 
prisonment, and obtained a itiitigation of his sentence : 
the king ordering him to be kept in the court of the 
prison, with a daily allowance of bread while any re- 
mailked in the city. The siege being now carried on 
with great vigour, Zedekiah sent messengers to Jere- 
miah, desiring him to inquire of the Lord whether, ac- 
oovding to his former mercies, he would not now afford 
s<»ne signal detiverance to his peopled * The Lord an- 
swBsad by his prophet, that he would not only refuse 
dmn assistance, but would render all their means of 
defence abortive ; and would moreover send pestilence, 
in aiddition to the famine and the sword, to destroy all 
who remained in the city. Yet he made a way of es* 
cape for all who chose to trust in his word, by dedaring 
that whoever gave himsielf up to the enemy should have 
his life spared. When the messengers of Zedekiah 
brought lum Uiis answer, it gave such offence to some 
of the princes who were present, that they represented 
Jeremiah as one who dispirited and discouraged the 
soldi«» and people, and requested that he might be 
put to death, t The king immediately gave him up to 
them, but they did not think proper at that time to kill 
him, therefore contented themselves by thrusting him 
into a loathsome dungeon, where they probably intended 
to abandon him to a lingering death. The Lord how- 
ever did not abandon his servant, for he raised up a 

* Jenmiak xxi. 1 — 10. f Jeremiah xxxriii. 1 — 19. 
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fdetid for him in tli^ perdon of Ebed^el^ch, lol'oiicer 
of the ktng'ft hbakehdd, who having heiufd' trhtlt'th^ 
princes had done, went immediately to th^ kin^ aM 
represented the cmelty and injustice of the!rc6ild4d^. 
Zedekiab, whose enmity towards the ph>phet wbd IMMr 
abated, and who had unwillingly given faimv^fb'^ 
turbulent princes, ordered Ebed-melech to take -tliitty 
men, and deliver Jeremiah fh>m his periIo«8 sittlatl(fito. 
This command was gladly executed ; and the pfrt^tifhi^i, 
once more ]daeed in safety in the court of ^e'frai^, 
was commissioned to deliver a message of metfff^^ 
the Lord to Ebed-melech. * Shortly after ihi^^ fiS^^ 
kiah sent fbr Jeremiah secretly into the temple,- 'tedd 
having sworn to him that he would neil&er ctius^'liiyi 
to he put to death, nor give him up to the m2l^^'<4We 
princes, inquired if there were any means of de1iv«t^ 
attce.f The prophet informed him that the Lordltf* 
k>wed one s^emative by which the city might be ^dc¥ed 
from destruction: if he would deliver himself inHolll^ 
hands of the Chaldeans, the cal&mities impending '«M^ 
himself and his people would thereby be averted* ^- 
dekiah expressed his fear of being exposed to the ^1 
treatment of those Jews who had already gone oves^ to 
the enemy ; but the prophet assured him thai no i^iki 
danger awaited him, and earnestly besought him'tb 
embrace this last offer of mercy, at the same tinte iefiin 
meratmg the dreadfiil consequences of his rejectki^ it. 
The king could not be prevailed on to fbilew this b^ki- 
s^ ; he merely enjoined the prophet to keep the iiti&<bie 
'matter secret from the princes, and then sent him^))afdc 
to the coUrt of the prison, where he remkined till'^tlje 
city was taken. '"'^ 

* '/eremhih mix, 15—18. t Jefemiah xxinti; l<'-^2§. 



. Jpi. tbf ^^veotii y&n «f ZeiAi^bf the prophet ta^ 
HMr^^M^ owunaoiCkd feo.proinoiiDce. the tbrsateniogs of 
ibf^ I^Mpd: nffioelt Tyre/ whose inhabitantf exulted in 
tih?i ; W3esie9 of Judah and Jerusatein ; tod to inform 
ttftmk^li^^Mmir triumph would be soon at an eqd; v 
^^i3^n ^waited them. also from the same hand by 
>f)^e)i he bad brought it on bis own people. The pro- 
]]i^ was also commissioned to repeat this year another 
p^^b«9y Against Bgypt and her allies ; in which Mebu- 
gfeMUy^y^^r. is named a9 the instrument of its accom- 
j|li|f)im^*t Zedfikiah, continuing to disregard the last 
i^l^atipq of God's mercy, was soon given up to the 
idef^truction that awaited him. The enemy without coii- 
44llfi^;to press the siege; and a more faial enemy 
ipnti^;nu>dsred the defence of the city impracticable ; 
f^, t^a SBCied historian informs us that» *^ in the fourth 
Jfffli^iik,: in the ninth day of the month, the famine was 
sc^ in the city^ so that there was no bread for the peo- 
ple -9f the land>" The king now came to the desperate 
^lE^lsalutMm of attempting to escape by night; and, with 
th^ remains of his army, contrived to pass the beaiegera-; 
•prrtoi get. out by some way unknown. to them, on the 
^opcth side of the city, towards the plain of J<»daB. 
^)it what security is there for those whom the l4>ni 
ha^ fomaken ? or what possibility of escape from his 
ligbtCk^uB judgments ? '* Hath he said, and shall he 
fiotd^?*' Zedekiah found, too late, that he could not 
Jpa fcpm the presence of the Lord ; for the enemy, ap- 
,|^^ of his departure, soon pursued and overtook him 
^i^& plains of Jericho ; and, his army being scattei^ed 
Irpip him» he was taken prisoner by the Chaldeans, 
who immediately conveyed him to the king of Babylon, 

* Eaekiel xsvi. xxvii. xzviii. t Ezekiel zxU« — ^zxxii. 
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then at Riblah. Nebuchadnezzar immediately brought 
the captive king to trial,* and passed a sentence on 
him which accorded with the refinements of cruelty prac- 
tised by the idolatrous nations. For having caused his 
sons to be slain in his presence, he •Iltemrds4epriiie$ 
him of sight, and sent him to perpetual imprfafCvatQ^ 
in Babylon. Thus were the sepan^te predii^m# i^ 
Jeremiah t and Ezekiel]: awfully fulfilled* The»fi(j^:.<^ 
Zedekiah indeed beheld the king of Babylpn ; aiMt^Jbs 
was actually carried to Babyl<m without ^beii$ iM^ t» 
see it! , r • ::ri 

What reflections does the history of this. unUsi]^ 
prince suggest ! what lessons does it teach p$^l yWi^n 
we see how he withstood every means whiah^lGrodl.pvfH 
vided for his deliverance ; how fatally i^^ Ui9|e|g^ t§ 
the flattering delusions of the &lse proph^tf^ bm^ tki^ 
tnore flattering suggestions of bis own deceitful h^fl^ 
let us fear for ourselves, lest we fall into a gceat^ir qf>i^ 
damnation, by rejecting a greater deliyera9ice;,)l(y^^iQMf 
ing to the maxims or example of a. world tj^^trli^hote 
wickedness ; or by hearkening to the d^lmicm^iof ^ttt 
spiritual enemy, through the suggestions :• of .aR^'i^^ 
heart of imbelief. Let us continually, piay t^ tte ipv^ 
served. from the danger of leaning to our own.^n^QT;? 
standings. Let us entreat the Lord, by UaSpM^i!, t^ 
keep us through faith unto salvation. 



4 ' J 



• 2 Kings XXV. 6, 7 ; Jeremiah Hi. 9 — 1 1 . 

t Jeremiah xxxiv. 3. X £zekierxii. 13. 
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SfMit' alter Nebuekadnezzar had disposed of his royal 
iStepAPef he^mi Nebazar-adan, the captain of his guards, 
to J(iru«^flEi^ to destroy the city.* This officer having 
ti6lto<)tled' sill the vessels and treasures of the temple, 
a^d^'the king's house, with whatever he fbund valuable 
M ddi^r houses, caused tiie city and temple to be set on 
fire ; and, not content with this mode of destruction 
iC/iAff' C^et^ the. walls, fortresses, and buildings of 
$iHky kind to be razed to the ground ; leaving nothing 
btft' desolation and ruin to declare the fearful judgments 
^GtA^ the apostacy of his people. Nebuzar-adan, 
M^iiig-utUfrly destroyed Jerusalem, made captives of 
all^li^ people he found there ; Seraiah, the chief priest^ 
2&ph^ah, iSae second priest, several officers of the 
Wlftg'<$ household, and other persons of distinction, to 
Ike'- amount of seventy, he carried to Riblah, where 
Niboehadnezzar caused them to be put to death.f 
iN^ui^r-^adan, having thus disposed of all who might 
have had power or inclination to rebel in future, left 
some of the peasantry to be husbandmen and vine- 
fkefi»er$, over whom he appointed as governor Gedaltah 
the son of Ahikam. 

The prophet Jeremiah was not personally involved in 
this general ruin ; for the captain of the guard on his 
first comii^ to Jerusalem sent, by order of the king of 
Babylon, to the court of the prison, and taking him 
thence, committed him to the care of Gredaliah, Both 

* 2 KipgB zxv. 8—10 ; 2 Chron. xxzvi. 10 j Jer. lii. 12—14. 
t Jeremiah lii. 24. 



30 HISTORICAX IKTERVAL. 

Nebuchadnezzar and the captain of the gnard^ seeiH to 
have been acquainted with the office and the predictions 
of Jeremiah; for the former gave particular ooMt^nrs 
concerning his safety ; * and the latter conversed' ^Wffi 
him on the judgments with which the Lord had Visited 
his people for their sins.f tlie prophet was t^iidikted 
as far as Ramah, on the way to Babylon, with the'cHlK^^ 
captives, but Nebusar-adan there giving hinitKeididibe 
of a comfortable residence in Babylon, or t&e privA^ 
of remaining in the land of Judah; h^ prefiirte^'ftbe 
latter, and returned to Gedaliah, who had #xed''1i2s 
residence at Mizpah. This choice of the pfbpife^ "Ms 
doubtless the effect of his patriotism. He sawthfe (Tttte 
remnant of his countrymen left without' spiritnkY^^j^ 
structors, and he probably hoped to be made'tis^ftAf'tb 
them; while attachment to the place wh'teh hsfd'b'^n 
'so eminently distinguished by the presence of the li/H), 
in his sanctuary, made him unwilling to aband'Oti'''ft. 
His pathetic lamentations over the belove<i dty'stdS- 
ciently evince the poignancy of his grief at the fiifti^lie 
witnessed. . : ,. =i>. ' r- 

Some of Zedekiah's troops who had fled from hhii #h^n 
pursued by the Chaldeans, and had concealed th^enbselves 
till Nebuchadnezzar was returned to Babyldn,' hesi^'g 
that Gedaliah was made governor of the land, repSMd 
to Mizpah, where fliey were kindty recefved by 1if6h. 
Such of the Jews also as had iSed to the neigtibotiritig 
countries during the war, now returned to the land''of 
^Judah, where, firom the prudence and mildness oif €^- 
flatiah, they seemed to have the prospect of AwdRbg^ln 
peace and safety.t This prospect, however, Was' iodn 

^ .' *^ Jeremiah xz^ix. 11. t Jeremiah x1. 2, 3, ' 

t Jeremiah d. . / • - ''' 



4ftifcex^r iw4 tha leviTing hopM pf tl^e little rtmnai^ 

fsi^^pj^^y di^poiAled by the treachery of an indivi- 

§Mi^, .Aoioiig the captains of the forces, who had 

|E(»f^|r^e4^/w^ Jshmaely the son of Nethaniah^ who was 

qC tl^ rpyftl fansily of Judah* In concert with Baalis, 

^jfk^ q{, Moak» Isbmael had formed a conspiracy to kill 

l^d^ahi) and seize the govemment for himself, very 

{ijfE^b^hly .in the expectation of being made king. This 

jpljfft.ijri^ by acme means made known to the other 

gftp^n^r who apprised Gedaliah of it; and one of 

^^bei|:i^ Jphan^y the son of Kareah, ofifeied to frustrate 

t^ ^afieiEWtion. of it by killing Isbmael. The amiable 

fif/i unsuspecting Gedaliah not only rejected this inter- 

p98^iQn^ but refimed to credit the assertion, and still 

f ^fpuitted Isbmael to the familiar intercourse he had 

j^^y^ fillpwed him. This confidence, which might 

J^Yf softened ^ less atrocious character, was abused by 

jish^pi^el, and rendered subservient to. his wicked pur* 

P9^§s«, Fot being invited to an entertainment by Geda- 

.|ia^,he, with the assistance of ten men, treacherously 

murdered him and all the Jews who were with him, as 

j^/iU aa the Chaldeans whom he found at Mivpah. This 

^djfieadful transaction was not as yet discovered, when 

cj^f^ty moumen, on their way to Jerusalem with ofier- 

[j^gft .aj^roached towards Mizpah. Isbmael and Iiis 

^ji^fpcjatesy expecting now to be discovered and over* 

„pg^ered by numbers, went forth to meet them, and 

;^%cting to. partake of their grief for the national 

.^amitiei, sliced them into the city, where they slew 

ftl^ai alljexcept ten, and cast their bodies into a pit or 

jf^^ryoir. Without loss of time Isbmael next made 

captives, of all who remained in Mizpah, among whom 

were the daughters of Zedekiah, and carried them away 
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tow^OKb.the lapd of. ^mqpwn- Id ^e meaotjiii^ .ipj^T 
ligeiice of these eTenls lutviog jreacbed ^qIi;^^, j()^ 
SOB of Kareah, and the other captainsy tb^«^xti|9|«||!f^ 
diately in pursuit of Is^mael, whom they ^^f^Rf^^fSfH 
the Lake of Gibeon. The people who badjbees^tprfni^^ 
carried away, rejoiced greatly at the i4ppfDfcKi9|f >4ffM 
delivei-ers; and immediately leaving lahmad, j^^fjig^ 
selves under the protection of the captau^ 1^ gn}§t 
creanty-thus forsaken by his unwilling fip;lloiii(eff ^ .^yg^M^ 
bjy: fl^hty and with his chief associates ^ook re^^ ^9flM 
^le Ammonites. ^ ■ '7 l '<^'ns 

The murder of Gedaliah and of some i^ the/Ql^^ 
deans terrified the captains, who ooncluded th^ j>^el^ 
ehadnezzar, when informed of the maitter^- woid4 :lli9A 
and destroy all who remained in the land« .^'^^:$i)| 
knpulse, therefore, was to flee into £gyiit:i -ai^ji f|^ 
^s purpose, instead of returning to Mi«pahy they,^|9ij|K 
up their abode for the present near BethlehenuS^i^iJ^ 
The prophet Jeremiahbeing still among thi^,.^ ^p* 
t^ins and all the people besought him topray|Qi?^B|^ 
and to inquire the will of the Lord coQce]^ii|g» tth^pj^^^ 
solemnly promising to abide by it, whether GQ^fongpfj 
tp their present inclinations or otherwise. Ten 4&9I 
after^ the Lord vouchsafed them an anawer by bfiff^^ 
pbet, forbidding them to go into Egypt, and E!i»9^sm 
to give them favour in the sight of Nebyrh^dypgafd 
thstt he might be merciful to them, and no^^in^ic^ iji^ 
chastisement they feared.* The Lord alao ppoqpi§9c4 
to *' build them and not cast them ^iornn/' to ^SpMw% 
them and not pluck them up/' if they would rmf^vx 
the land; but if they persisted in going into Egypt, 
the -evils they feared should certamly overtake them 

* Jcvemiah slii. 7-?l9. ' 
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tfc«re, €RVIi^ should b^ utterly consumed. The prmces 
ttM j^ple had not been sincere in their promise of 
o Mffe ncef* lyet they did not openly retract' it, bitt 
Uly'preleijded to disbelieve that the counsel of Jere* 
ibi«b was dictated by the Lord: ascribing it to the 
Mktettee of Baruch, the son of Neriah. Johanan^ who 
had taken the chief command, and ail the other cap* 
tiifiSy-irith niost of the people, being of one mind, imme-i> 
lIM&Fy'proeeeded on their way towards Egypt, forabty 
Udsijg^ "tech as were unwilling to accompany lliem, 
among whom we may certainly reckon Jeremiah and 
J^aru^b. Wlieta they came to Tahpanhes in Egypt, 
A^ Lord commanded Jeremiah to declare that Nebu- 
^ittdn^Nsar should make himself master of the land 
M^'E^ypf with as much ease as '^ a shepherd puttetfr 

« 

&A his garment^" and that when he came he would 
flMct.^i^ Loin's final judgments on this disobedient 
re9Siiifii&t.-f 

{hi %te i!#elftlt year of king Jeboiachin^s captivity, 
Hh^ prof»het '£2ekiel was informed, by one who had 
eseaped from Jerusalem, of the dreadful events which 
Ritd'^tskea place in the final destruction of that city. 
Kf *#as Itereupon inspired to foretel the judgments and 
ufiSihiUA ruin that would overtake those yfho were yet 
MiVttHd the utter desolation which the Lord would 
h^Mg^ttpon the land because of their abominations, t 
THi lews who had fled into Egypt, and settled them- 
(^^es ^t Mtgdol, Tahpanhes, and Noph, and in the 
iottt^rj iX Pathros, no way intimidated by their late 
ehaHttsements, or the Lord's threatenings against them, 
'-'1 . . ' ' • ■ ■ ■ ' * 

•- lereuSiali xTii. 20, to xlifi. 7. t Jeremiali xliii. «— 13. 

t Ettkiel nam. 31.P-8r. 
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'gWve themielvesr tip t6 <hfe grdssfeit Motetrjfl*^ ItW^- 
Warance and tong-sulPeiingof the LMd, not^Mi^tiiai^}^ 
ihese provocations, still aflov^ed hit^ proplretltb'e^k^ol^- 
'late with them. But, alas T such are the &^i^Wiio^Sti^ 
effects of presumptuous sins, that' thepeo]^ iibv^not 
only f^fused to obey, but eren to hearken to the voice 
of Ood ; telling Jeremiah they were resolved to persist 
in their idolatrous worship, an4 ascribing their late ca- 
lamities to a temporary relinquishment of it. The 
Lord's answer by Jeremiah conveys the most awful 
threat his justice can set before a sinner, that of being 
utterly given up to his own ways. ** Behi^d"^ T have 
sworn by my great name, saiththe Lord, Ift^niy^iiiiihe 
shall no more be named in the mouth o^ ijtfMaS of 
' jttdah, in all the land of Egypt, saying, Th^ £bi9 <96d 
iiveth.'* The* Lord moreover confirmed his fonhtet^fjfe- 
^ clietions of the temporal caliamities that f^ould \fi^v^^!t&e 
them; declaring that he would watch over!tlem'fcr 
evil, and that they should ere long be convinced of'tbe 
/'reality of his threatenings by the irremediable' es^e^t^n 
' 'of them. After this there is no fhrthbr metitibtt of- the 
"prophet Jeremiah ; therefore we may'cohe9tide€IM^e 
jjord removed him from a state of suffering anc( sorrbw 
to ah abode of everlasting peace and joy. He hadF'bebn 
'fjivour^d with such lively views of the gloiy tkiid-dVtfa- 
tidn of the Messiah^s kingdom, as were ca)ctrlk(ed to 
sustain him amidst the cruel persecutions of his t&rni^ 
trymen, and the more poignant distress of ^tii^sfiiig 
Itieir ruin. Hfis writings are distinguisheid hj tt)^ ^a- 
' t^ietic tenderness which pervades them; and hiyicMd^t 
tlisplays a mild but firm adherence to duty, unimtMired 
by discouragements, uhappalled by siiflferihgs.' Undeif the 

• ♦ Jewmiafi xliv. ' > ""^ 









!^{j?l^rffiti«^ Strength by th^ trials h^ eadured^ and 
t^i^JN4M^¥i>!Mm9iiU he exferiee^^ : affpidiog a le* 
giffff jjtif j^i^^/ttlfilroent. of that g;raciou0 promue, << A9 it 
ifkN^ jW^iball thy Btrength be*" 

t M II 

lijiv/i} l.v^'-n '■ f ' • -tETTER VII, 

^^^A(fVt.^pt^ pleasure in .calling your attention from 
3Ab^saf;ne^^^ impiety and consequent ruin which lately 
'!(^WW^P^ noticet to the dontemplation of an object 
jjj)^ PQOoat loi|elyjour world ean afford : the life and pat* 
.^fm,^.a:cbild of God, devoted fxom early youth to hit 
,,^^v>9n^ Father ;. the example of a believer, living up 
x(^ ^^« . pf ivil^pisa, and enjoying communion with l>if 
sfp^ iditfing^ long career of eminence and usefuliaess. 
n^^^(^:|hi9 inti9oduction it will be almosi superfluous to 
jil^H'jyP^ ^'^ I ^ about to perform my proinise of 
jrff^P^!^-?^ some remarks on the character of the pro* 
ifJSi^ DanieL ^ In ..the fourth year of Jehoiakim, as ^u 
n£IFP¥^y remember, Daniel, with some otlier princes of 
.^i^T^jsfL £amily of Judah, was sent to Babylon by order 
,,^f,<S{9lMich9dpez?ar, to be instructed in the language 

^f^ SCJeoQe. of the Chaldeans, that they might be .fit to 
,jP15!^ the .king in. any stations to which he should ap* 
!^B0^ fliem* What Daniel's {Mrevious. education had 
i j^^^^i^ not informed ; but we may conclude, that 
\.-J^j^,}ii& diildhood he h^ enjoyed, und^r the reign 
^^i^f J[9siah,.the benefit <»f religious instruction. He was 

certainly one of thc^ )^hom the Lord sent '* into the 



doit €hat btt early yanth had remainad. nnaqwiB wanatw^ 
byilha asampla or Imary of the .Tiatoaa aad Mal^taHif' 
QDiirt of JdhMoiakiBk The fisst pofait of wwiiBdnrkids 
bi> character comes befove in k as aobhi aa^iClianep^BBi-l 
plary ; k is indeed that which any be legardad^^aibK. 
JbtMwiation of his futuxe enunanoe ia fidbjf l>atttBrJ]Hi 
aelftdenial. • ^\,..'.M 

. Distioguisbed by an engagiiig person and atiisK 
nadesntaiidixig, he was brought to Ndmcha^Jaqgaaizav^ 
pabkce, where doubtless every luxury of abodeaiidi jfat^ 
biiiment was .afforded him; and we atetoldt tiadrjiia 
daily- portion of food was appointed tm ba *^.c^AeriaiiffA 
aoeatv and of the wine which he drank;" Xiieaiiiasiir 
Hiw, however, too generally desired, aod ^s» fataasa^^ 
SfD^rtoiated by young people, had no pawariBfit&safi-^ 
Mtion &>t Daniel, kidepeadant of Uieir.aattitidl(3ri9ei>& 
aisiMia cfibcts, he had another naatiTe tidudk induced 
iisaxAOt only to refuse, bat to abhor theAL(..tfor/lbi 
pixvristanafuniidied at the king's taUe/weie firequenidjp 
tndi as had been offered to idols, or were in ntker 
respects forbidden by the law of God* and M Qaonsii 
porpesed in his heart that he .would aot defile himkeifIT 
"by pautakiag of them. . . / ^/o. 

'. :.Not satnfied with the mere desire of- avosdM^^sfen^. 
Ise made immediate application to Ashpenaz^ theioffidas 
tDvWhose government the king had commiCtcd himyiaBsb 
i«ith whom he was a dislingaished favoorite^ begging^ 
that hfi might not defile himself. Ashpenazijwai^twttiii^ 
tAigrant his request, but expisessed hisiear af.tbei^^bc 
(yi(pl€98istire^ should his appearance he' less iheahhlciL 
tK&ik'tbat of other ichildren of .the same r^k ^ ai^flEtni^' 



flfcitiEriaiE/^speaBieDt.^ . Duiiel &ihor9t& wge/UB fe^ 
qpi88t;.ia«Bd had lie bcesi le8» niaceBeylus.tc^iiple* mi|^h[t 
lilDre ha^n sppensed by this difiiciiky. But though 
doaqpfiotiitttdy he was not discoaraged, and the ardottp 
oiihiaovBHli si^geated attotfaei' method by which it mi|^t 
hcrgmtiiad witbopt aoy yisk to AApenaa^. He etttoMted- 
Melzar, who had the immediate superintendapeeol hint 
mft hiB fhree oompanioBa, to feed them oa pulaed[Uthig 
teabifai^ giving tiiem only water to drink, aond at tii# 
raqpiiiiBUlion'Of that time to judge by their wffeaaMOMi 
wlietiiBt: tbejiada^ence might be oMtinaed or notv 
M^afT^oomplied with this reaaouaMe rcqwest, mif at 
theKiimer nfipointedy inding that ^< their 'countenaiicoa 
9(ffe9Bed. faker aad fatter in flesh" than thoee of «tt 
tbeajduUrea who fed ou the appointed provtmna, hia 
eoB^nnkedto indiU^^ them with pulse and woler. We 
^nanofc'expBcwiy tdd.that this arrangeiaent waanade 
knawttito Aahpeaaz, bat L think it camot ba doubled 
ti^L>b^ .was iufonned of it* Daniel's eharaoterwai 
ahiadyiitoo noble to allow of his obtaining^ by ainisiei 
liuanli; a fcrour which had been unwiUingiy seftw^: 
The:Lani *^ JMbd bought Daniel into fayour and teqdaii 
love" with Adipenaz before the request waamad»t j/t 
i^itbecetoa reagBoniJile to conclude that Ae youth b&n- 
fleifriofonEned> hia kind fnend how safely k^niightib» 
'fa-^pf**^ with. The early virtues of Daniel and hiv 
]gmtdxfiil compaamns are the more remarkable^ as being' 
^^Btitime^rare. Self-indulgeacey and the feac of maa 
ts>Q ^genetaUy istaaulatle the desires and regQ}ata*iba 
ilottAiia.'Of youag 'peraona. Far from rq>re8aiBgj-^he- 
qgftvmigfi of.appeftite^ they e^ to pamper and gratify 
them; and so far fure they #om^lUiues€roQ\ being i^ctuated 



I7 the fcAff •! Ood» that Ikey wfwld bkiA: 10 WQiii s«^ 

a^Mtire, liit they ftho«U ineiir the ridkm^ 

Atf# 4UHl oiJUt. VeU does the poet exckfan* ; .. 

'* Oh ! the presumption of man's awe for man/' *'^" 

'I- ' T- 

t 

• The pietj of Danid end hie tlupee fmnit seomith^ 
ttaled diat deeknUkm of'the Aknighty, '' I bipe tU^ei 
that love moy and thej dnt aeek me eerlj ehaHx i«ri 
jne;" ior '< as for these foer ehildm^ God grive.ftiem 
knowledge and akill in ett leaning and wiadom r*' nM 
the flpiril of prophecj wee eaily inqNUrted- to* T\mm>I, 
iteablhig him to interfnret risbus and dfeeoe. 

• .The Load had graciously piomised to be-wifth-' hi^ 
^Mple in the land of their oapSmty, and he.wfeui'{li$Mr 
abont to ialtt that pmnisey by raisiiig Dank^fft) .an 
eminent atalion, ediere he might be an inttmnHIMii^Qf 
nselfulneBs to att his ooentrymen in Behykm.. At;tl|e 
end of three years, the time allowed for -their insltiiiito* 
tionv these fear young men were brought befiwie: llie 
iting^ wA others who had enjoyed. simtlar>mi^eiH^'i4f 
imptwrement. Neboofaadneszar conTeieed with ihena* 
and^foand that they not only surpassed 4ktii -fsBMr 
students^ but were ^' ten times better in malti^s&jc^ 
viadom and understanding than all the megif^iensiMd 
titrabgers that were m all his realm/* Itidfismnlif 
worth whale to inquire by what means these yeieiigrmtfii 
had aoquiied a wisdom surpassing that of die n^M, 
and an underBtanding superior to that of Ihiir ^^fi- 
wneedv That they applied diligently to the fip(|Miiited 
course of study, and receiyed wiA dociKty 'the'iOSl«9&- 
tiohs of their maatersi is not to be doubted ; taitlthia 
Atq[ll net sufficiently aocount for their preHsminenee t rlN^ 
'cense of all who had studied or .wese «tu<j^ing iu.Bld^ 



iMf<a'«il$r hxtisii ^ idl tbe^ faatnbg' of t&t cast), CDme 
iwottHI 8Ur«ly be found,- whoM dBligenee tnd Motility 
would not' be hifeflor to tkein. We musty ttierolbfe, 
have recourse to the word of God for Bn answer to our 
inquiry, and we ^all obtain a most satisfactory expla- 
tfrtiS^n- ^' tlie tertos wUdom and ufukritmufyuf. ^^ Be- 
i90pld, *^ tf'^ar of the Loid, tiiat is wisdom ; aind to 
^part Ik^^m «¥il is undenstandiag.''* 
niyrh#d6$ue and endeavour ** to pierfe^ koliness in tbe 
ffMr of Ood/* was tlM source of oniMBce to tbesa 
^fMM^' m^D, which) as is ahrays the oase^ woomttit 
later, brought them into ferour with God and man., it 
\^< eAsy to imagtue dottt the distinctioki coirfemd by 
fleibi^adnetisir on these capdYOs excited the esiy W 
^e Magi, Of learned men, to whom he pcefemd thtttr. 
Sut'Bflniel was shortly to render tiiem a service, which, 
4f ji€'''did not destroy then- enmity, was oaleukted to 
iSMh their unworthy fSeelings, and xepiess thor desires 
of itfjwing him for the present, in the second f year c^ 
NdlfiAsifftdneKear'sTeign he had adreaas, so rctoiarkable 
aa^^te eause him great uneasiness of mind; wfajdb, 
«eireftbe}ess, escaped his memory, as to the ehrcuni>» 
tstafi^M of it« Sending for the usual iitterpraters*. he 
desitpod them to tell him his dveam and the interpeeta^ 
fiiu^'^f it. They, however, required the king ta teU 
^thwmi'like dteaan, which made him very angry with 
thum; bedaude their impostuve was thereby evidsai. 
-i^j^ aS'the king justly concluded, if ^y had aupe^ 
iMtUM} powers to exjrfain the dream, they would,: by 
did! «BWie means, know die eabstanee of it. 
3 ^ The magicians, astrologers, drc. sdll persisted in- their 
dem^Mid r averring that no man on eai^ could eonip^ 
iH^the king's requisition, and that nokibg'orjoder 

♦ Job xxriii. 28. t Daniel K. 
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IvadF erer impeded such a tiok db thenr. 'H'y^y*didj^ 
stid/ft secret which could only be disdbBed'W ^ t&e' 
godly whoife dwdlmg u not with fl^.'^ NebucliJUt'-'* 
lyetzar, peatly enraged, snmediately issued an'brfli^'^'^ 
destroy all the wise men of Babylon^ and Aii6^, ^^- 
captain of the guard, going forth to execute it^ scru^^^ 
for Daniel and his com|>anions to put them to'd^ikSh- 
This being the first intimatton Daniel had received H$f 
thjb Icing's di«ain, and sdbe^quent displeasure With'ttte' 
wisemeuf he begged a short respke from AVicch^- aiifdP 
^ng to the king, promised to fulfil his desit^; lif W 
#buld grant him a Uttle time for that purpose. Httt^^ 
cliltsSned this request he went home, and called' HfMd* 
fats three friends to unite wi& him in suppKcaiioliiis td- 
*>*flie God of heaven concerning this secret,'* that'-tfiTeft^ 
lives ^ might be spared. The Lord was pleas^- ti^ 
heaHcen to their prayen, and t^ reveal iSk^ sect^Ait^ 
ifight vision to Daniel, whose joy on this occasion Inokie^ 
fbr^ hito a suUime thanksgiving to the God of heeveiii' 
]^&niM*s next care was to preserve the lives of the w^ 
ml^^and for this purpose he repaired to Ar^lv;"de^ 
siring him not to kill them, but to present hhur td fiii^ 
king, whose demand he was now prepared to comply 
with. When brought before Nebuchadnezzar he was 
careful to. disclaim any merit for himself, in the commu- 
nication he was about to make : assuring the king that 
no man could make known the secret ; but informing 
him -that '^ there, is. a God in heaven, ths^ ;:97f^i^ 
secrt^ts;" and addipg that, the Lord had npt rev^^^i% 
to him on account of any personal wisdom. he poi^se^^^i^ 
but vfk order to make him an iostrumeQt of good tQr 
others. He then proceeded to relate the. particulai^ .^f 
the dream, and to unfold the interpretation of it, in a 
prediction of the four great emj^res, which slio«]d^4ub- 



^^^ I^i:^;(^^ij^t J^usf ^bould estabHsb to 'i^tanid tof, 
^y&^V'ji' i>^*"^ ^^ y^"* *'^' tolerably. fcumli^c with 1^ 
W -i HB? ? ftff J ?^ .najrratRd m tbis. chaptei:; yat, «» I^wifJ;^' 
ig j[^e||;i^|p ir^x^onunend the word of God, not to »npi$r-f 
sfi^l^^f^ li^fiW beg. you to read. tbei^, over carnally; ta 
c({^^f^,il\e.,pfe<Uatioa with its historical fulfilmoatf. 
af^^j^^p)V^a}ly,itQ.eatreat the Lord, by Us Spirit^tq 
c^^<;]:^j9a,^y9|ii. wisdom and undecsta&diog, ^MLli.yq}!; 
vfj^ ea,r^.,d|ByQte foux^elt to the service of yoiW'Go4 
s^^'j^a^jAflr, Daniely as you kaow, was.advaa^ed by 
Jii^f^^^jsp^m^T^ to gv^at earthly dignity. But he I^ 
^$^¥^'ffi9>^ .^ngenial to hi^ desires coafemd oa Jhw 
i%i ^jfj^v)9ux;..^nd love of his God. Ia the s^^f^ent^^ 
]^^pfj^<^ekJ^h tl^ Lord wai» pleased tOi speak of him^ 
^ t^^cpi^het Ezekiely as one to be ranked with. Noah 
V^i^f^r* ?^ if^ the tenth year of the ssme nywfjff^ 
t^oPJOop^-WJ^^agfiini commissioned tovi^ntioja.hiip(irixi^ 
tl^^j^i^^llfpQf addressed to the prince of Tyreif. f|roi^/wbtf]|;'. 
ij^^je^Me^ that the fame of his wisdom had e^teod^^ 
aJJ^jpyi^.jf h^Ajeaat ; though he was ^ot mtere Ikasa thiTty«^. 
toR^MW^fM^ at that time. .,,, 

-IfflTiH' ^ -^ •• •• ■ • ? ' ' • ' ■• ♦ >'•'!,' 

jBfij ,.. LETTER VIIL 

Wf thii^ 'for the present interrupt pur reflections m 
fidiiXlf kiiistory, to notice what is related bf his'thr^e' 
fiteids f ab in 'the order of time their miraculbii&'fle-' 
BVerance is previous to the other circumstances iii ^ 
iffeWthe prophet. ' : ' ' ' ' ^^^^^^^^ 
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I .hftve alfMdy adf^fctod to Qamel'a exattat^w, g^ 
to his kin^ solicitude for his oompamoiM that ijamj 
migkt share in it. They had with him dedicated ikeir 
youth to God| and shared the privations wUcb 4fltgF 
enjoined; they had also dtaeed with himthafaiKM^.af 
the Lord; and they were now not only io pacfalu^jQ 
^is prosperity^ but to be themselves eminentlyhopowB^ 
as the servants of the living God ; to be set forfk aa4k 
speetaele to men and angels;, as an exampliO aod ^^ 
lymmgomeot to bdievem to the end of time* 

The year after the destruction of Jerusalemv when 
Mebudxadnezzary having settled the affairs of SyH^ian/j 
Pakstine, was returned to Babylon, is considarfid ta,;|)e 
that in which he set up the celebrated image of £^d> 
and called upon all the people and nations under, jb^is 
widely extended sway, to ihll down and woiiship! it. 
Nabuchadnezaar very probably set up this imag^.i/B 
honour of Us idol .Bel, to whom he ascribed the s^c^ 
0f. his warfare, and to whom he thus devoted •%. -pop- 
4id<fraUe part of the spoils acquired in k.- lihe mffi^ 
0Ak$c idolatrous princes, he seems to have det^soauin^ 
that all the nations he had overcome sbpuld lev^^^^nqs 
bit id(ds ; and the penalty he threatened for no^poiiir 
^plianee was sufficient to compel obedience m gmnac^^l. 
W» are not, however, to conclude that th^:!^-^ 
.people, who were cc^ptives in Babylon, obeyed this-iig- 
j>ions decree; or sought to escape the penaltgr.^Hv^ 
j}pi^cing their allegiance to the Lord their Qod^ .TlifDe 
W^, doubtless, many who, encouraged by thejexaingl^ 
.and advice of Daniel and his friends, det^rmii^ed to 
^^. cleave to the Lord with purpose of heart,", apd to 
.«s»iflit fevtin ** unto blood, striving ^^ainst sin," . IJie 
.gnftphel Eadkiel too bad be^n raised up to^ warn »thi^ 
against the sins which had caused their captivity ; and 
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to reiMw the promises of a gradousresfomtion; <m'c6n- 
ifl^n of their repentance. 

' - Datitel is not mentioned at all in this trattsactioii^ 
ttongh it is hot probable he was absent; as his ap* 
pomtmeht Was m the king^s palace; and as all the 
great men who held either civil or military appoint-* 
nients,' even in the provinces, were summoned by 
ipi<ctill command on this occasion. It may, thevelbre'i 
be ini^^red^ that the enemies of Daniel and his e^%* 
trymen were deterred fW>m making their first efibrts 
tigadhst him, by the great favoar in which he sidod 
iHd) th^ king. They doubtless hoped, by the aocasa- 
tibn agiUnst his thre^ friends^ to implicate him, and all 
iiit Jews in Babylon. If such was their sdiem^, it 
Wis not ill concerted, acccnnding to worldly poUey* 
^ But ^le counsel of the Lord, that shall stand." The 
'niea&s they employed for general destmctkm were, 
H^ df«ine interposition, conyerted into the means of 
general preservation to his people: and not only 
i^scaed them from present danger, but insured to them 
^fll^afe siaEfety in the worship and service of thenr God. 
-f M&ahtiot suppose you are unacquamted with this WM» 
ilerfbl narrative : therefore I shall not recount pttrtiM^ 
<krs, but merely offi»- remarks on them» Represent fi> 
yourself then the colossal statue set up in the plain -of 
TBarii, aad the assembled multitudes ready to prosttace 
^ffiemselves at die appointed signal. See the moMRdi 
iS'hose command they obey, and whose pride, ais kit 
Contemplates this mighty assemblage of his sttbjec^tt, 
^ggests to him that he is something more than siovtii, 
^li^lhe glittering pagettit meets his view, the SottHdH 
W harmony awake at his biddhig, Mid the moltllttdas 
^ftdl down simiihaneously to wevi^ip the golden hs^fe 
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y^i(h^htit»9ekTip^ It is easy to imagiiie Um in tiiis 
SIMe of wraltatinn; iar the pcide of the hvntti he^M 
ktadles«Bder ezdteaiadx verr inferior to Aose he ex^ 
p^fieoQed* Bvtvhat a moitiflcfltioii awaitshim ! Iti 
|)ie midst of his coB^aoeiicy he is ioionied tiiat co^ 
taifi Jews whom he had set over theaffiurs of Babylott^ 
Shadnch, Mesfaach, and Abednego, aie totally legardi 
lesft of his mandate : notonlydiowingagMiemliiegle^ 
of his religious opinions, bat rinsing to obey his posP 
tjnfe-oommand on this pid>lic occasion, l^e traasidoii 
fiom self-eultation to anger is rapid when pridis is 
weilnded. The multitodes prostrated in obedieoee 
tUBffik to Tanish from his Tiew, and three eaptivesof A 
^pised nataoa oocapy all the legaids of ibis potei^ 
monarchy who in rage and lory commands them to be 
lnottght into his presence: not doubting that they 
YronU longer resist die command^ when uiged by laak^ 
ftlC under snch impressive and imposing cirenmstaticei^i 
When the acenaed stand before him, he affects to d^ 
Mieve the report he has heard; and affiwds ihem slill 
the power of yielding to his anthority^ at the mm€ 
4in>e setting before them what he considers an irraveiili<^ 
\A& doom ; and exalting himself almost to omnipotende 
liyitihe inquiry, <' Who is that God that shall ddireir 
yon ont of my hands V 

! • How striking is the contrast we behold, in the cali6, 
IM undaunted self-possession of Shadrach, Meshaeh^ 
awl Abednego, when they decline making any apologf 
tx>. ibe king, and, in the simplicity of faith, express 
their tnvt in God for deliverance : declaring at the same 
time^thai should the Lord see fit even to allow thon.ti^ 
pUiA^m this service, they should deem that prefenM^ 
to a violation of his laws. Nebuchadnezzar's fury now 
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cOECe^d&iiU bowda; foid^iii liie niida«»tif U»i»i9<S 

^ cOD ftTOW J b tke beat of the fumaoe to be incMaMnl; 

n^ coDftidarinf that th&' waffeaag^ 4d his intenchMl ^do» 

tiais wjU tbereby be nore quicldy termineted : a mercy 

h^j by tK) Biieeos inteuds to gnat them. The king^i 

ci^moifpd is too urgent to.admit of any delay, h« im^ 

ppluoaity too fuiiou» to allow of any leaumttranoe. 7%Ee 

l^en we iofltanUy bound hand and foot, and oaA kilo 

t]^ midttof the fiie, the intenae heat of which piovea 

ff^l.to {their executionew. There it a special pvonriM 

uiL tbe word of God, which wan on this occasion htetaity 

§4Wed to his belieying servants : <' When thon waUteM 

tbipugh the fire thpii shalt not be burned, neither sbaH 

l^^fleme kindle on thee/'* Nebuchadneszar'e mgo, 

glutted l^ TQi^peaacey has poobably begun to abater 

bnt thttt j and every other feelh^, now give place -to 

apjto&ishnient.' The king, rising in haste, demandeisif 

l^^.powwieHors whether Mree men only were not cast 

u^ the fi<e« declaring that he perceives ybur waHrin^ 

fl9|)^i^ Ctfnidst the flames ; three of them he emtld 

^^t^gnUa, as those he had condemned, bnt 4w fQuidi 

h^ a iBi^^ttc and divine appearance* ** like the Son 

^ijod»" Foig^^g his ovm pomp and state vin* the 

^gyiteij^ptetion of this wonderful event, die moNarcti 

descends from his thrpne, and approaching the fnmaoe^ 

cf^Ig upon .the triumphant servants of the moet high 

^pii to come out of it. Shadrach, Meshaehv • aMi 

.^hedu^go obey the summons, and in the aigfat of Ite 

ll^imbled multitudes come forth, not only uninjured 

fay the^ fire in their persons, but not having the leMC 

ii)l(Hiassion made by it on their clothes ; not hmangiar 

hiicL.of their beads singed by it* It is hanlly 

V . « iMiiah zliit. 1. 
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/or ostocoBometlielioeliBggof Ibetetlneeiiieo^w)^^ 
failb and trast in God weie by him reiuiered iastni- 
mental to his f^ory in ao aignai a manner, .^Nor, wa» 
this all their reward; for they wore made the means of 
aingolar and permanent benefit to their conntry]^;|ea j^ 
the decree immediately issued by NebucbadnezaEarKanii 
in the increasing Atvonr and protection their fartlu^ .ad- 
vancement enabled them to confer. What ahaU.ivi^ 
say dien to these things? '^ If God be with iiay..^hP 
can be against us?'* is the most strikmg infiereoce.to 
be drawn from this nanatiye. -But there are otJb^ 
practical lessons to be learned from the conduct. of 
Shadiach, Meshach, and Abe^nego^ which wn abali cto 
well to consider and apply to our own use. I have 
already adverted to their youthful piety and self-denial, 
but I must again recur to them as the foundation of 
their subsequent eminence. These promising bloaaoms 
of divine grace, watered by the dew of heaven, were 
now become mature fruits of the sfMrit, consj^cnonaly 
beautiful and abundant. Let me then again entreat 
yon, like them, to devote youroelf early to thel^fvd 
yoor God, that like them you may in every dai^ger, 
spiritual or temporal, be sustained, by his grace, and 
guarded by his omnipotence. It is true you are not 
likely to be called upon to prostrate your body in revjfn> 
ence .to a statue ; but there is a danger as giealt«.j?r 
greater, awaiting you ; there, is, alas ! a golden i^age 
which Satan, the prince of this world has. set up ; i^id 
though he cannot, like Nebuchadnezzar, eompgl any^;^ 
worship it, he too fatally allwres multitudes to their 
evoriasting ruin ; by setting before them the jjchee, 
honours, uid pkasures of time as Ihe most desiiahle 
objects of attainment ; as the most fruitful sources of 
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etijoytneht. The Holy sciipCuTes contimially waM uft 

atg^nst these delmions ; dedaring that ** the end elf 

these things is death ;*' irireknediable and eterlasting ruiA 

V>f ^ottl and body. The Saviour himself has told us 

that ws ** cannot serve God and mammon ;" we cannot 

by -fclfowing our evil inclinations in this world attfttfl 

tt) comfort here or happiness hereafter; for ''he that 

sdweth to the flesh, shall reap corruption ; but he that 

^6#edi to the spirit, shall reap everlasting life." Make 

the word of God your study, and pray for grace to 

bttderstatad and obey it; that as you grow in years ybii 

Vnay gtow iii grace, and abound in all the peaceable 

ftuits of Hghteousness to the glory of God your Saviour. 



LETTER IX. 

AvrsR the wonderful event we lately considered, and 
^lt€f consequent decree of Nebuchadnezzar, it is easy to 
tnStppose that the Jews were no longer subject to mc^es- 
tation on account of their religion ; while the farther 
advancement of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
yfoM doubUess contribute to their temporal prosperity 
%SiO. These conclusions are strengthened by observing 
ttat no farther mention is made of any attempts against 
the people during the whole period of the captivity $ 
rim tren under the cruel and dissolute successors of 
Nebuchadnezzar ; for Daniel, who ** continued untb 
th^ first year of Gyrus," would no doubt have recorded 
tttty remarkable circumstances which befell the Jews. 
Tims was fhlfilled the Lord's promise to them, that he 
wotdd acknowledge them, and set his eyes upon them 



liv gwxl,* SB Ibe bttd of tbeir captinty. TheAienle»- 
1a0i of God are no leis auiie of being aceonpUahed 
than his promisee, unless averted by tinsely ffepentaBDceu 
This was now about to be pioyed by the ittiidioii of 
thoie judgments denounced by the prophets agninsi 
saveffd of the heathen nations. In the nineteeaA year 
of Nebuchadnezzar's reign he laid siege to Tysn^ of 
which place Uhobal was king. The pride B»d am^ 
gance of this prince are depicted in Uie mesiage aeni to 
him by the prophet Ezeidel ;t in which also his 
tion is foretold* The reduction of thisoelebeatedeiijF^ 
the Babylonians thirte^ years of haid aervicey fcr mhaA 
they were not paid when they gained posaesSio» pt it; 
as the inhabitants had contriyed to remoye their tteih 
sures. Nebuchadnezzar did not, however, confiae his 
exertions to Tyre only, during these thirteen years, fcr 
he sent out detachments to the n^ghbouriagcouaitties, 
and was thus made instrumental in fulfilling the pro* 
phecjes denounced against Ammon, Atoab, Edom, PW* 
listia, and Zidon. It was during this period fftli» Hiat 
Nebuzar*adan yisited the land of Judah^ wbera he 
found a miserable remnant of the Jews, whom he'Scteed 
and sent to Babylon. Their number did not. amennl 
to seyen hundred and fifty, and it can hardly bd joM^ 
gined why he molested them, unless it wm to .^evmige 
the murders committed by Ishmael. Their ie«MiaI» 
howeyer, completed the predictions of God as to Ihe 
utter desolation of the land, which wfm to be left wriihr* 
out an inhabitant. . 

In the fourteenth year afb^ the destruction of :<I«ni* 
salem, thfe people of God were comforted by the p re a 
pects of future blessings to the church, in the yiaiona of 

• Jeramiah uiv. 5, 6. « tBaekiel zziriii. 1-.19. 
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Am pro|)Wet- Ezddd. Tliit Was doubtlew part of^the 
fiiliftiii'iil oC'Godhi 'promise to llieni, thtttlie would Be 
tbmt- €M, idid 4iMit the j slMmld be lii» i)eople.* ' 

li»^ie MMie year Pharaoh Hophra began to experiemse^ 
thd tralk •! €M's tltreateniags denoimced'agauist bim/ 
by- a rtfwteof his subjects, who chose Amasis, one of 
hii oft^cffl, to be their king; aikd obliged him to fliee into 
Upfltr Bgypl. But it was not only against the king of 
Egypir tiwl jvdgniHite were foretold, but agsiinst the 
natien also ; and, as we hate already observed, Nebu- 
chadnaMar was appointed to inflict them.f The pro- 
phet Ecrtrfet was BOW commuided to declare, that God 
woatdf^e tA» kad of Egypt to Nebuchadnezm, and* 
thaft-he shoald-take her spoil and her prey as wages tot 
his- aiwy $ because Aey had had no wages ibr theif 
aeitice ad Tyie, where they had wrought for God.t 
Thii d e akamtao p ef the^ Almighty is a passage deserving^ 
our^ftequ^ntaiid serious consideration. On the first 
perttsaly it is calcttlated to exeite our wonder; but that 
seaiMient artaes frcMu our losing sight of the agency of 
QoA im all the- events which occur, either to nations 6r 
indii>Mutois> -Hia Providence ruleth over all, and his 
crsilNnas aie but instruments, by and in which he Will- 
evetfiftatty \Sb giorified. How would it abate the thirst 
for*i^aM|ttest, and the pride of victory, were warriors 
andMpiiHaes to consider themselves merely as the instru- 
meala of inflicting Iboae punislnneDts which Uie sins of 
a njitott demand, and which in their turn will overtake 
them also. Hdw would it allay the fears and repress* 
theaaikieties of individuals, were they to remember that 
the4ffi^ of their pexsons, and the success of their 

^ JemniA var. 7. t Jeremiah xliii. 10—1? 

t Biekisl udx. 17-^30. 
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elibrts are under Ai«coiit»ol of tkit Gbd, ^ribiv BMkea 

whatever me lie ftees fit of ill Us emtnMB* AnAlmi 

greatly woald his people ettimate the piMlegie of tnist* 

tng in htm, were they more fully pevamdeA Aal he 

makes all things woik together for good to tbose irfac 

loTO him. Immediately after the ledvetion of Tyre, 

Nebuchadnezzar, taking admntage of the d i alnriiH < t 

state of Egypt, led his amy into that conatrjy the 

whole of which he quickly subdued* After hamBg put 

to death multitudes of the inhabitants, wad desolated a 

great part of the country, he made an agnesaoeiit vidi 

Amasis, whereby he confirmed him in the knagdom, as 

his deputy, and then returned loaded with sptbik to 

Babylon. It was during this tnrasion of die land of 

Egypt, that the judgments of the Loid oveitDcdL thoae 

Jews, who, contrary to his command, had fled liiMuc 

after tfie murder of Gedaliah. The Babylonians kSled 

many of them, and carried othen away with "tiicoEi ai 

captiyes. After the Chaldean army had quitted £gypf, 

Pharaoh Hophra endeavoured to recorer the a o ve ff eiyriy 

of that kingdom, and hired an brmy of metoenaries for 

that purpose. But he was defeated ill an engagcneat 

with Amasis, near Memphis, and being taken prMDner^ 

was conveyed to Sais, where he was stratigled ia his 

own palace. Thus was completed the prophecy of 

Jeremiah, in which God declared that he nvoold ga^ 

Pharaoh Hophra into the hands of those that sought 

his life.* Amasis met with no opposition after-dds^ 

but was established in the kingdom, and reigned ftety 

years from the death of Pharaoh Hophra. 

In the nineteenth year after the destruction of Jem* 
salem, Nebuchadnezzar had the dream which is recorded 

* Jeremiah iliv* SO* 



NEBUDHAXaCBKAR J987 :&;) « 569. 5r 

M Am iwiitb:cliaptaif of Daaiel* and iriiMh w«g iBtec-. 

pitted Ify tfast .pcofkhct. The Lovd cGadesceoded to 

¥fam tldBprandinoimiefa of thedegnidttioii that»«raited 

hitn.; mti. Dnriel coanaelled him to bneak off his. sina 

bj^^rigfaMOiMaieity and bis iniquitieB by sbowing mercy 

to tke poor^ aa the means of avertnig the threateoed: 

jmigiwiiil. Tb^ efttit, however, proved that neither 

tind warning nor the eoonael waa regarded. So diffiouit 

ia it te make any impiefision on the heart of man, when 

dated by pioaperity; so powerless are warnings or re^ 

pfoofa^ whtft tiiey are not seconded by the gcaoe of 

€bod atftfiag in the heart ! Having now. ended all his 

^tem^ Mabnehadneazar applied himself to complete those 

fanprovemeats in the city of Babylon, by which he ren- 

diockl It ene of. tke wondeis of the w<»rld. I shall not 

atiddis thae expaliale on its beauties and advantages, 

whidi you wiH find described at large by several his* 

terims t* if indeed you have not already met with thenu 

They were, it seems, sufficient to inflate the prond 

kevt of Nebad»dnez2ar, notwithstandnig the warning 

he had leoevred. Twelve months after his dream^ a& 

he 'was walking in his palace at Babylon, and contem*- 

phiting from thence the magnificence around faJm^ he 

exclaimed, ** Is not this great Babylon that I have 

built Jsr die boose of the kingdom, by the might of my 

pover^ and for &e honour of my majesty V'f Scar<;ely 

had be uttered these words* when a voice from heaven 

informed him that the kingdom was departed from him; 

and tlMTefy hoar he was reduced to the condition of 

the beasts of the fidd, by losng his reason; and driven 

fmnf die.haunte of men, as being unfit for tl^rsodety. 

In'tbis distracted state he continued seven years; at 

**See Rollin's Aneietit History. t Daniel iv. 30. 
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the end of tiiat pmod liK Almgkty ^^an fdeMed-to 
roftoie Us- mdcndOKllDg^y and.tio reisstate hkn Jn liis 
kingdom. Tbe neknowledgiiients he tiieii made, icai 
the tbankigiTing he ofimd, afford a beaotifa} eom tnc n t 
on this part of hig history, whtdi I e anieetl yTeeeia- 
mend to your aerioos attention.* 

Nebachadneszar did not life long- alter his Testora- 
tion ; he died the year following, whkAi was the fotty- 
third of his reign, reckoning from the death of kiir feitiler. 
He was succeeded by his son, Evil-Merodach, who, as 
his name implies, was a wicked prince. It does not, 
however, appear that the captive Jews sufiered any 
oppression from him ; on the contrary, he showed great 
favour to their king, Jehoiachin: releasing him frcHn 
the prison where he had been confined ii^t^-sev^ 
yeaia, and admitting him to the honour of eafti^^ailiis 
taMe oontinually; besides ordering him a da3y-afi(^- 
ance suited to his princely rank. Hie cdebrated "©rdents, 
king of Lydia, began his reign this year. 

Whoi £vil»Merodach hwA. reigned two yeara^^-te 
tyraany. and wickedness became so intolerable, sei to 
incite his own family against him. A eonspihiiey' was 
formed to put him to death, and to pksee ItoigUssar, 
his sister's husband, on the throne. Jehotsichin is sup- 
posed to have died a short time previous to this, or to 
hav« shared in the fate of the king ; as it is expressly 
said, he was fed by Evil-Merodach ** uirtil Ihe day 6f 
his death/'t In the life and death of this prince 'we 
have another instance of the fulfilment of prophecy. 
Jeremiah had been commissioned to declare that' he 
should lioUprosper; and though the latter part of iris 

• Daniel iv. 34—37. 

t 2 Kingft xzv. 27--30. Jeremiah lii; 31<^34. . 



life? was TendoredaiOi^ tolerable hj the ftitour of th^ 
^ew kingf jet how lon^ was tlie lena cf Us imprison* 
sn^t^ corapated with that of hie piospecity ! if, indeed, 
Jbie^^tota of d^iendaaee in the court of a foreign prince 
oonid 'be caUed piosperiiy • 

On the death of Jehoiachin, Sakthiel, his son, be* 
.oame tiie nomhial prince of the captive Jews ; but he 
4ftd not live long enough to lead Biem bade to their 
4mii:land. 
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li^jLi«i,iS8AR, in the first year of his reign, was en- 

glLg^u^&v^s^gt^^^^ Medes, whoseicing, CyaJcares, 

liadf just oome to the orown, on the death of his fhlher, 

Astf ages. Cyazares, or Darius the Mede, was uncle 

to Cyrus, prince of Persia, though only one year older 

.thaa bift'nephewy who was now forty years of age. In 

this war the two princes united their forces, the oonnuind 

,'of which Darius conferred on his nephew. 

* You ave doubdess well acquainted with thehoatoryof 

£yra8, whidi, in some form or other, is in the hands of 

^very schoolboy. I shall theiefore advert to those parts 

of it only which are recorded in Scripture; or which 

have an .immediate connexion with the history of the 

Jews. The most remarkable circumstance relating to 

.this prince, i^ his designation by pro{^ieoy,* nearly two 

hundred years before his birth, as the restorer of the 

^Jiewisl^ nation; as he who should say to Jerusalem, 

" Thou shalt be built ; and to the ten^le. Thy founda- 

. • ItaiaK xUv. 28. 
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tion shall be laid.*' This declaration of Almig:lity>G«4 
is to be considered as ihe origin of Cyras-sfutttle^gMM^ 
ness, and of the suoceas he obtained. His «diiG0ilibii 
was such as would be calculated to render ^hini >hsaif 
and vigorous in body and mind ; and at the same titte 
to develope those virtues for which lie wa» aftenrsttd^ 
distinguished ; but all these advantag^'weve tsemfiSI^M 
on him by the superintending Proridenoe 'Of 4jod/ iahh 
had promised* to go before him, to remove bH obstacle 
and subdue nations by his instrumentality. Cyams-htti 
very early given proof of the valour which heafterteai^ 
displayed ; for when only sixteen years of age^ he twtii 
out to battle with his- grandfather, Astyages, and t^ 
victory then gained by the Medes was chiefly aMiribed 
to him. It does not appear that this sueeess' les^^Mfl 
him to ambition ; for there is no farther uentiolBiof ^idb 
military explcHts, till he was called upon tor ansi^^ilB 
uncle, on the occasH>n abovementioned« . He i^ent tlie 
interval at the court of his father, the king- of ^'Pejfste, 
where he most probably gave himself uf^ to the^ud^Of 
those pacific arts by which a prince ttttainft t»-^«e 
greatness ; and by which the real interest atid ^glefry ;of 
his subjects are promoted* When Nerigliasar fbond 
that Cyaxares had called on the Persians to assist hta, 
lie made alliance with theseveral nations of Asia Minor, 
and by this means raised a powerful confederacy to op- 
pose the two princes. The king of Armenia, ^o had 
hitherto been subject to the Medes, seems to hMe 
.considered it impossible that they could withstand sttdi 
a mighty force. He fSkerefore tiiougfat this -a goed 
opportunity for shaking off their yoke, and oonaequentiy 
refused his contingent of moaiey and troops, for carrying 

* leaiali zIt. 1—5. 
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depiurted, yAtn God has consigned it to destruction? 
The Almighty bad declared by his prophet, that * * Though 
Babylon should mount up to Heaven, and though she 
Bhould fortify the height of her strength* yet from me 
Aall spoilers come unto her, saith the Lord.* 

In the first year of Belshazza^, Daniel had the reve- 
lation of future events, which is recorded in the seventh 
'^chapter of his writings. The substance of these visions 
te the same as that of Nebuchadnezzar's dream, relating 
to the four monarchies, or empires, that were to succeed 
each bther, previous to the establishment of the ever- 
lasting kingdom ; but Daniel's visions are more com- 
prehensive and explicit than those of the king, which 
he jtet^rpreted. . In the third year of Belshazzar, Daniel 
saw the vision of the ram and the goat, and had the 
interpretation of it made known to him. You will find 
both in the seventh chapter, and if you compare them 
with the events recorded in Grecian history, no com- 
ment on my part will be needful. 
\ The Medes and Persians under Cyrus carried on their 
conquests with such uninterrupted success, that Bel- 
shazzar, in the fifth year of his reign, thought it expe- 
dient to arrest their progress. For this purpose he went 
himself into Lydia, to concert measures with Croesus, 
by whose advice and concurrence he formed a powerful 
confederacy, and hired a large army of foreign troops, 
^rcesus was appointed generalissimo of the united forces 
pf Lydia and Babylonia, with which he was immediately 
to* invade, the kingdom of Media, while Belshazzar re- 
it^med to Babylon. 

' Cyrus, in the meantime, gaining intelligence of these 
measures, was not tardy in his endeavours to counteract 

* Jeremiah li. 53. 
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^is called by various namQis, in differe^.|iroff^j^,,irfit^f]B|[} 
^ut ^ tbey all agree that he was theiof^Jkiog oC 4^^ 
Ion, he must be th^.sanie who in Sciipti^rA. is^c^ll)^ 
Belshazzlur. He is coustdercid t^ h9.Ye .been tbe^fiji^f^ 
Evil-Merodaeh, and grandson of Nehuchaiib)i£^ar.,.][^o« 
thing is related of tlie early part of liis rej^Qb)f,J>;|i^f 
but the writers abovementioned descclbq .him. ^&r^if 
inipious prince;- and their testimpny. is s^o^^ij^^ }ff 
;^hat the prophet has recorded. Hi^ .yic^Sp. hpY^^^fij^ 
were in some measure counterbalanced* ^s, iq jjfti^ijr 
effects oil the public welfare, by the wisdom wA j^mf^ 
dence of his mother, Nitocris, to whom he left the car^ 
of governing the empire. whUe he g^ve hi»»lf .^p.tf 
the pursuit of sensual gratifications* * ,-9 

V Cyrus, in the meantime, was deliberating on hjf 
future prosecuting of the war; and consulting wit^ 
'Cyaxares, who had come to him out of Media. Both 
these pritrces agreed that by ravaging the enemy/| 
country, no permanent advantage was. gaine4 ; 'tbey 
therefore resolved to change their mode of warfare, and 
apply tlieir forces to the taking of cities and fortresses; 
by which means they would be able to follow up. and 
retain their conquests. 

The Babylonians, under the direction of Nitocris^ did 
all in their power to resist the invaders, and fortify the 
country against them. In Babylon, especially,, nothing 
was neglected that human prudence could deyisey (0 
ensure the safety of the city ; and so complete' aQ4 
extensive were the measures adopted, that to humaii 
foresight, and in human estimation, it seemed totally 
impregnate. But what are human prudence, and hu- 
man foresight ? what are, the policy of rulers, and thd^ 
valour of chieftains, when the strength of a nation is 
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'departed, yAea God has consigned it to des^ictlon? 
flhe Almighty had declared by his prophet, that ''Though 
Babyion should mount up to Heaven, and though she 
should fortify the height of her strengUi, yet from me 
AsAl spoilers come unto her, saith the Lord.* 

In the first year of Belshazzar, Daniel had the reve- 
lation of future events, which is recorded in the seventh 
'chapter of his writings. The substance of these visions 
U the dame as. that of Nebuchadnezzar's dream, relating 
to the four monarchies, or empires, that were to succeed 
each bther, previous to the establishment of the ever- 
l&sting kingdom ; but Daniel's yjsions are more com- 
prehensive and explicit than those of the king, which 
he Interpreted. In the third year of Belshazzar, Daniel 
saw the vision of the ram and the goat, and had the 
interpretation of it made known to him. You will find 
both in the seventh chapter, and if you compare them 
With the events recorded in Grecian history, no com- 
inent on my part will be needful. 
\ The Medes and Persians under Cyrus carried on their 
conquests with such uninterrupted success, that Bel- 
shazzar, in the fifth year of his reign, thought it expe- 
dient to arrest their progress. For this purpose he went 
himself into Lydia, to concert measures with Croesus, 
by whose advice and concurrence he formed a powerful 
conflfideracy, and hired a large army of foreign troops. 
Croesus was appointed generalissimo of the united forces 
pf Lydia and Babylonia, with which he was immediately 
id invade. the kingdom of Media, while Belshazzar re- 
tt^med to Babylon. 

' Cyrus, in the meantime, gaining intelligeiice of these 
measures, was not tardy in his endeavours to counteract 

• Jeremiah li. 53. 
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them. He marched against CroesaSy and encoontered 
him soon after he had passed the river Halys. A battle 
ensuedy in which the Lydians and their alliea were 
totally defeated ; and their projected invasion of Media 
at once frustrated. Croesus retreated towiapds -Ly&, 
and, not intendhig to risk anotiier engagetneMtiR^^e 
ensuing campaign, dismissed his auxilivied, wi^dt^teffi 
to rejoin him in the spring. Cyras, however, fcdiowing 
np the advantage of his recent victory, piinmed CrtiBMi, 
and came up with him just after he had dismi^^^lHB 
allies. The Lydians, however nnwiffing, wete oMI^ 
to engage, and a second defeat was the cdhsetftieiHSt. 
Crcesus, with much difficulty, now retreated to^BnlOfe, 
his capita], where Cyras immediately besieged- biiii^ 
This siege did not last long; for though Crcesus in«de 
a noble defence from within, and sought succoiii^'^ftMi 
without, the efforts of the assailants weretoo ^g6fD<»to 
be repulsed by the former, and too prompt to sBlow^af 
the arrival of the latter. The city was taketr, ' -siiid 
'Croesus made prisoner, by which means the Whole of 
Xydia became subject to Cyru3 ; and the hopes Of Bd- 
'shazzar, from this quarter, were utterly annihHated. 
After this, Cyrus successively reduced the other' kitig- 
doms of Asia Minor ; and then carried his victoriWis 
%oops into Syria and Arabia, where Constant succiftss 
'attended his efforts : because the Lord, according ih liis 
promise, held him by his right hand, to subdue HfetSons 
before him. Babylon being at length the only jih^e 
which held out against him, he put t!ic affairff trf^iiis 
" other dominions in such order that they might not prove 
■^an intenruption to him ; and then formally laid siege to 
this memorable city. 
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TVB tadoc^ion ef Babylon was, to all appearance, a 
fiiosl difficult enterprise, on account of its extent, po- 
^vlatkHii strength, and ample means of subsistence. 
7Tbe waHs were extremely higb, and as you, doubtlesa, 
)lPii>w> proportiionably thick ; they were defended by a 
i^prge ani^ force, for whom, as well as for the inba- 
^biUlkts, a Atoce of provisions sufficient for twenty years 
vfia laid u^ in the city. Nor was this all ; for the gar- 
difAsand fields within the walls were capable of yield- 
Vf^JS ^^^^ supplies when fully cultiyated; so that H 
|N#iiied even more unlikely that the place should be re^ 
^jiiDed by famine than by the force of arms. The inha- 
]^ilants> relying on these advantages, felt perfectly sf^ 
^i§u^ and not only despised the attempts of Cyrus, but 
I openly scoffed at him from their walls. He, however, 
i^q way discouraged by the aspect of difficulties, wei|t 
.pi^rwith his works, intending, if possible, to take the 
place by assault. But finding that he made very little 
.vqi){]^e^s8iQn this .way, he changed his measures, and se- 
.^ve^. 9n the more tedious method of reducing the 
^plsce by starvation. Knowing that the city was likely 
,to hold out a great while in this way, he divided his 
;^:iQy into twelve parts, one of which he appointed to 
gIMxd the trenches each month. By this means be 
spared his troqps the continual toil they must have en- 
dured in. keeping the field during the whole year. Two 
years had passed in this manner, and many more were 
doabdess expected to pads in a similar manner on both 
sides, when Cyrus thought of a stratagem which gained 



^apiong the impronpemeDto. made by Jftebndwi Arit?tmr» 
^bet^ he embellisfaed tke city of Babylon^ wuajvtAl aiE 
\fjci^ and bitum^n^ tbe foundation of whicab iwasvtejdGinr 
|be bottom, or bed of the liver. ThfeiwalLwaii iseryi 
tbipk» aiad f<mn^ a magQifieentembankineBdtiaitttaidB 
sjde of the river, in its courae through tibie okyvjiegki^ 
lokfig a little above it, and ending a little beloiritv ^At 
(^iatfmea$ corresponding with those «f tho/prinoipdl 
siyr^^tft weie lacge brazen gates, with stairs: leadii^gdovib 
tf^.^ riy^, for the coavenience ofembarkingiov Itatih 
in^. Thes^ gates were open by day, but wetv alwajpsi 
closed at night. While this wall was b^g.biitltiik 
was^nocessary to divert the course of .the jiver ;."a8id £My 
t^ purpose a very large lake, or reseirvoir» iwas .tommdi 
on ^e north-western side of the city, into whieb Abti 
riyer was turned, by means of a canal coittmuniottin^ 
with it, till the work was finished. The lake,'.iho<mik 
i^. longer needful as to its first intetttio9,:fW9s.4Mner'<j 
tbeless kept open to receive the superabundant ivntemi 
G^ the ipuphrates, at the times of its Qverfiowing^tandt 
thus became an appendage to the beauty and-qoBTSw 
ni(8npe of the city, till the time appointed :by Qod' fiUTi 
its. fall, when it was converted int^ the iQ^ani^of desiv 
tjcuction. Cyrus had observed this reservoir, andsHn 
doi^less informed of the purpose to which itbadtettii 
applied, for he resolved to make it subservient: to -jhiS; 
vie^S in a similar manner. An.opportiuntyspon.DOt 
Qttrr«d for making the attempt; he was infbmod.Ekat 
sjin annual festival was about to be celebrated 'ia jBa^; 
l^jan) on which occasion it was customary £pr tfaeinv^ 
h^itants to pass the whole night in feastii^ and dsimlc^ 
a^B^. Towards eveaii^he sanlt a .party o^f. Us malt 



t^i]i6Bk)d0ain>tke}fattik wlndi'snttibctimBii te-rilMi 

aodibft end tliat coiiiiiMBiieaded wA ibe lake; thi^ 

dUviffisgb hit urmy into two putt, be {NMtod «n6 albowi 

tfa&cify^'when llie tifievtotefed it, and the odier b^sW 

Hv wfaere the rivet ran o«t; with orders to advaifece ae 

«ooi» as'tktjfi feuad tke bed of the mer paisaUe. He 

aha of^BBd \m trenobaB on cadi aide of the rifery to 

aaeeleiata hia pcojeet, by letting the water ratt kUd 

ftcpDix v^bottt nidnif^t, the river Uatog aufieiewtfy 

dimiiled^ the two parties advanced. Gobrias.and'Ga^ 

dMBB( whoaa the tyranny of Latboroeoaichod had dshfe» 

ia^ nbnrohy and who, as I told yo«» went over to Cyrtt^y- 

aarved^aa gvidea on tUs oocasion. The Babylonlana 

w^e aot, as usualy Inlled in security ; but they were 

inwanled' iti revehry, and so intent on their pleasures,' 

tldit tfaey had ne^ected to ahi^ the gates which led to 

tl^^rm«# The troops of Cyrus, therefoie, had not the 

sSyhtestraluttaace to svBM>unt; they entered the cic^f' 

by ^ibsae gates, and the two parties met at the palace 

bsfiM' the slightest suspicion of danger had occurred to 

the' liinttrious inhabitants. The guards of Belsha«28^ 

weiequiokly i^verpowered ; he and hisnoUes attempt*^ 

ing a» defend themselves, were killed ; and Cyrus having 

tha» madehimself master of the city, issued a procla'- 

iBiaBon of life and safety to all who would lay down^ 

their arsM and sulwiit to him : by which means the fh.Y'*' 

l^ier dffiiaion of blood was prevented, and the war, whidf 

he had carried on twenty-one years, was terminated. - 

iKThia is'the account given by profane historians of 

the (taking of Babylon. Let us now turn to the aacred' 

writinga for the farther confirmation and elueidatibki' 

oft these fkcts. In reviewing what is recorded in the* 

Bible respecting the Ml of Babylon, I shall consider' 



dw la d Btlk n it of Uttt etvat bjr the ^pxofheiM -Intti 
«rf Jaremkih, iridi tkeir Axael eoBipleCaott. I have 
^kemij aotieed Qad's appainteent of .Gyms a» the 
inttniiiient for mflictlny his jadgmeiits on BttbyloK, 
•ad astendmg merej to big own pecqile. Tke Medtt 
and Peitians alto are mentioned aeveiai timaa aa rnlM 
by the Loid agauut thk idolatRms and pnmitiity^* 
But there ate several nynute drcniaetanoei ^shieh are 
no less worthy of notice^ because they wese aicciuatdy 
pndieted. The prophet Isaiah had deciafecl that the 
eity should be taken by sarprise, and that the iaU.of it 
should be inevitable and sodden. ^* Therefore ahall ml 
fame upon thee ; thou shalt not know frond whe^oer it 
ariseith : and mischief shall fall upon thee ; thou abah 
not be able to put it off; and desolation Aail taite 
upon thee suddenly; whidi thou shak not litnow/'t 
liie draining of the river is prophetically dedtf^d boA 
by Isaiah and Jeremiah ;t 9aid the occasioii on jthiA 
the beiiegers would use their stratagem is specified by 
the latter as that of a festival, in whii^ th» piinoes 
and nobles should be put to death in the mMst of 
their revelry. ** I will make drunk her prmcea and 
her wise men, her captains and her rulers, and hf^ 
mighty men; and they shall sleep a perpcitaal ^ei^ 
and not wake, saith the king, wkbse nam« is tfa^Xsiij 
6f Hosts/'! The confusion that ensued when il-wMs 
discovered that Cyrus had got into the eity» hadrbeea 
predicted by Jeremiah. ** One post shall nm <to tneet 
aaother, and one messenger to meet anotor, to, s^m^w 
the king of Babylon that his city is tikm at on^ end/^jf 

• Isaiah xiii.l?. xxi. 2. Jeremiah H. 11, SB. 

't Isaish xlvii. 11. t Iraiah iliv. 28, J«iemith i. 38. B.-Sd. 

. $ jranknbb U. 67. H Jewiwah ii..31 . 
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9h« prediotioiif I ^ave liillwrto cited^ lelcte ntore pto* 
perfy tottotfireotanoordBd bj|ih>fim« hittaffuoB; h$l 
tlMre jurevthen of wUdi ^ find flM comphtioii m til* 
aMumbt gif«Q by the prophet Daniel. In tiie fifth 
^uqiler of Daniel we are toid^ that ^ Belfhaiflur, the 
kaig, made a gvsat feast to a thomand of hk lords/' 
tad thai m the midBt of it he seat for tke veaseb of 
gold tmd^il^er which NebuclMdnezzar had taken out of 
tte temple at Jerasalcm. It is eTident that the king 
eeatlbr these vessds for the expiess porpose of prafon* 
ingf theiti ^ not only by nsing them as common drinking 
^wasds; bat l^ eJcpressing contempt for the Laid Je» 
faoyid^totdiora they had been dedicated; for.'' they 
dnnik'wlae in them^ and praised the gods of goU and 
of silvery of brass^ of iron, of wood, and of skme." This 
ftct veems at oace to haT« filled np the measuie of Bel* 
lOtaizai's iniquity, and he was quickiy made to foel the 
fkftrym of gnttt and impiety. On the waH, immediatdy 
^poAt where he sat, came forth the fingers of a maik's 
iatttd, nnd wsote upon the plaisler, whtte he in snrprite 
^d-'^Aiimay looked on. A sight like tUs was snfficieot 
(to uppal the most courageous ; among whom we cannot 
surely rank Belshazzar : for the impious are always 
iSfmwtdB ^en fortitude is requisite. We cannot wendes, 
ifi»#efdre, that '' his thoughts troubled him, that dM 
joints of his loins were loosed, and that his knees smote 
«&e aigainst another.^' This event, with the cfiect of it 
IMI Aekttig's mind, was the subject of prophecy. Isaiah 
«pctakiiig tif the ruin of Babyton, introduces Bdakasaar 
as terrified witli a grievous vision, bowed down at tke 
hearing of iti and dismayed at the seeing of it : and 
causes him to exclaim, *^ My heart panted, fearfalnem 
affrighted %ae : the night of my pfeasoie hatfi he turned 
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kilo ftftr anto^^e.^ ' Tte tame prophet abo i epioAf u/ 
ibe cdUeig for the itftraiogtni aaid motiistt]^ t5 r^ 
tad expluik the wrhjiig; intk their utter faiaUKly to 
help ihe king in Ihis time of perplexity and iliiBiinty; 
-^^ ThoQ art wearied in the.multitQde ef thyt^oimsd^; 
Let now the aatn^ogers, the stargasers, th^ moffthiy 
progaeaticatorSy staaid tip, and aare thee from the^ 
things that Aall come upon thee. Behold; they alialF 
J»e a» stubhle ;. the fire shall bum them t they ahkH* ndi 
ddiv^ themsd^es from the power of the finae/'f- ^'l¥ 
'was on this memotaMe oecaaicm that Diaiiid rnras tigtSk 
publidy dislmgiiushed ; though it app^ian'that B^haiti^' 
ear did. not pieviously know him^ either persondly of 
by repiitalimi.l The queien who came into thef bai^qtn^t 
house, .is ^copsidered to be Nitocris, who had taket lit^ 
feins of govemmient ; while her luxurious son toade ub^ 
of his kingly power only as the means of peirsonal gi^ti^* 
^cation. It is not to be supposed that Daniel had ev^ 
be^i removed from his elevated station of prime mhiister. 
Mitocris speaks of him as one with whose sup^or worthr 
she had long been well acquainted ; and it is not plum- 
ing too far to conclude that the wisdom of her liieasutes 
was chieAy the result of his counsels and experience*' 
The dismterested conduct of Daniel on thib occasidn/ 
and his noble demeanour before ihe *king ; the* iugi^-^ 
nlOtts firmness of his rebuke, tempered with ibild exp6s^* 
tnktbn ; his open avowal of faith in the God 6P Isntel,' 
before an assembly of idolaters ; all prove him to b^ 
^e saYne fa^ man we. have already admired. H^ vasf 
Mw grown <^d in the service of the nation, by whom he^ 
was highly honoured, though an alien and a captive; 
He was also grown old in the service of his God, who 
• iMiah sn.ay a, 4. f Isaiah zlvii. 13, 14. : f J>mA t. 11. 



^pij-i^yt^bom be was stiU pn$«rved and str^ng^ben^ 
fqf ftf^Tj: eyeot 9nd ^wery tiiaL . We must howe?ei tidM 
le4ve qC bim £or the pi^senty to notice vbat be bas far-* 
tbei^ j^«t»^ed -of* Belnh«iiaT> wb^m. he bciefly mehtieas m 
1^^ elem tbataame nigbt* This afcoount Agreeft«witb 
yfi^i tb^ f rofaiie htttonane tell us* Daniel do^s not 
'lyp^ajL <^f Cyrus at 4his time 4 but says titot Dairius the 
^i^ejmk tbe Iwgdom, which was aetuaOy the oase^ 
l^^cai^Cyiiis acted as military commandes UBder. his 
y^mMf and woi^ Id thaiefore take poss e ss i on of all ceot- 
quiests>ia bisaame* Inrostbe^yea to teadsfttentivclryr 
1^ tbe chapters from whicb I bate extraated the- pie^ 
4iietjoi^ r^speeting Babylon. You will fii^d in tbean: 
i^lViy oitbers ^n the same soliject ; but as these wer« 
AOl; &illy accompUsbed on ikm fitst taking of the city, I 
h^ye fei:banie to notice them, till I can do ao in sefei^, 
ence to tbeir con^>ietioa. This conquest of* Cyrus put 
aip. jend.to tbe Assyrian or Babylonian empire. ^ '' Tbei 
^a4 of gold was now iMPoken to pieeesy and beeems^ 
li)(e.tbe jctmff of the sassmer threshing-^floors."* I kaonb 
of, no comment on this subject equal to that you wil) 
find M3L tbe tenth chapter of Isaifdi, ftum the fifd» ▼Qm% 
U^,X]^ nii^etyentb, inelusively. I earnestly reoommennit 
yqu to Tfi^d it with prayer for an understanding beactf^ 
that. ypu;roa.y>be enabled to perceive and know tbati: 
*\T!h^ ^rth «s the lioid'si and tbe fulness thereof; tbe^ 
Ipr^, afid they that dwell thiein.;t" that ** The emmi^ 
a^jo^ithe iord.standeth for e^er^ tbe thoughts of bis 
b|^i:tt9..aU generations ;''t and that '' Whatsoever tbei 
hfiti pl^easetby that doeth he in Heaven, and m tb%» 
Wtb."§ 
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f Psalm xxxiii. II. $ Psalm czxxv. 6. 
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LErr£B XII. 



Cyras had asttlad hit affitin in Babjlm^ he 
went into Penia to TiBit hia fadier and mother, who 
were yet living. Onhisratunihamaniedtlie'ciaiif^tibR 
of Gyaauiesy and thereby became heir to liie tibxobe. of 
Me^a, as she was the only child of his aade* C jsx:* 
ores (or Darius the Mede, as Dsoiiel ealb hiai).ttccoBB« 
{HMiied Cyrus to Babylon^ amttheteinconoeitifith him^ 
established the goremiDent of the mighty empire tbeir 
uuted efforts had gamed. They dvrided the fvbok 
into one hundred and twenty pn>viacea» tfaef;ov«nuiioiil 
of whidi was committed to as many auliftarf eomnsnidf 
ers, in remuneratiCHi of their kmg and arduous BemQCS 
daring the war. Over these gofen M W » *tfaiea premdastffe 
3Prere appointed, of whom Daniel was tfae^Uef* TUs 
preference, was certainly extraordinary^ and on thopast 
jof Darius and Cyrus, a proof of wisdom. The piophiet 
himself teUs us the cause of it, namely, that *^ am excels 
lent spirit was found in him r and from lAat he sali^ 
joins, it would appear that Darius thought ot maku^ 
him sole president. These aecnmnlated honouis eon^ 
ferred on him excited the envy of the other presidenia 
fnd govemois, who conspired against him ;'deitennitting 
t» effect his imn by some means. His wisdom,. t>nh- 
denee, and integrity, were such, that no .acc«sataesi 
eeuld be laid against him on account of mal^admiiiii^ 
^sotien in the government ; his eneaues therefore came 
acrthe conclusion, that their purpose coidd be effected 
anly by finding occasion against him '' eoncemmg: the 
Ibpv of his God." . Even on this account tiiey durst «it)jt 
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liazard an open impeachment, against one who was so 
deservedly an object of the king's particular regard. If 
they had, it is probtUe Darius would not have con- 
sidered the matter so seriously as these worthless men 
dasiMd; fof he must havebeoi devoid of religiouarlM- 
ingfiy QT'he wenkl not so readily have fidlen into the 
.jwfeojB^ whkh dieir impious flattery laid for him. When 
tbeedeQitse was nedc known, the Tcnerable servant of 
QnA douhticss imderstood the purport of it; hut his 
faUi wia$- superior to the fear of man ; and hishopewas 
fixed) trastkig in the Lord his God. He did not oqiu$ 
peneeution, by any unusual disi^y of rdigiouB zeal.; 
iMr did he seek to avoid it by secrecy* ** He went into 
his'liouse, and bis windows beii^ open in lua chamber 
towsted* Jetttsaleniy he kneeled upon his knees three 
times « day, and prayed, and gave thanks before his 
Qodi flshe did aforetime/' The holy Scriptures abound 
with insttttees^f Ood's merciful regard to the prayeis 
ofbis people* More than a hundred and thirty euun- 
plsfl aore^flnumerated in a work extracted from the BR>le, 
oiAUd ^^ The AchievemeBts of Prayer." And whenever 
any of the children of God become eminent m his seff- 
vioesytlie/origin of their eminence is found to be a large 
measaie of his Gnce given in answer to fervent, perse^ 
vnnog^ -f ailMub pimyer. 

r You know i have already adverted to Darnel's piety 
fli tfaeisouiee of fais emmence ; but we must not iasfgtt 
Shit prayer is the foundation of piety; and we see in 
tile example of this holy man, that he considered it as 
eodi; for though he attained to an unparalleled degree 
«f hfinour and wisdom, he knew that daily communion 
with. God, and daily communications of bis grace, were 
abBOltttely needful to uphold him in body, soul, and 
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fipirit.' • The eoemieft of DagudL, ^hoaaseiifWdd to -^91^ 
him, soon found th^ oj^rtimity for accusing hivk .10 
■the king. Darius^ now discotenag tt^balBe motive of 
their adulation, was displeased with hun^f fer-ihaYiBf 
•been the dupe of it; and earnestly soagbt to-dieliif$r 
Daniel. The princes, bowe?er, were not so merciA^ 
inclined; they went in a body ta the king^ and iifsa^ 
lently told him that the law he had made for othefp 
must not be broken by himself. UnaUe4a deliver bHif- 
self from the distress his rashness had ^bfoiight up^ 
him, and equally • imable to rescue Dsfniel fipom-^^ 
:malice of his enemies, he was obMged to give him up 4^ 
them. At the moment of consigning him to tbie unj- 
.merited infliction, a ray of hope seenvi to -have chieerifd 
:the king, who said to Daniel, i' Thy Qod whom t^no^ 
servest continually,. he will deliver thee." ,Tbk bopc^ 
bowever, was probably inspired by' the undaunt^ calio^ 
ness of Daniel ; for it forsook the king on bis retupnto 
-the palace, where he passed the night fastii^g; z)»fu$B^ 
his customary recreations, and unable to fiiuliTvpaseJ^ 
-sleep. '' Then the king arose very early in tbemompig, 
sand went in haste unto the den of lions." These Aw 
words express very fully the perturbed state of tbekingfe 
mind ; what then must have been the transition <rf bib 
feelings, when his address to Daniel was answered ftott 
ivithin the den ; and the voice of his faithful minfiter 
assured him, that the Lord his God bad sent his angul 
and shut the lion's mouths,* so that they had. not bmt 
him. The king gladly caused Daniel to be. taken put 
of the den ; and having submitted to the law, he was 
now. at liberty to punish the conspiracy, by means of' 

' * St Paul mttiiifstiy refen to tins in bis Epittle to the Hebitns, 
'xi4 33. P 
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^hkh. it- had been enaetevl. The enemies of Daniel 
^ef^ coDoign^ to the.destttictiOQ they had intended for 
falmt tktkd he was advanced to great prosperity and 
ftonottry- whiefa seerii to have been uninterrupted during 
«be restof 4^8 life. But the beneficial efiects of Daniers 
tMlh iv«ye not confitied to himself alone; for Dariiis 
^bUsbed a decree, ^at in every dommion of his king- 
dom, men should fear and tremble before the Gvod of 
^I^aiiiel, who bad delivered him from the power of the 
ikwu. This decree must have proved a great advantage 
ttod^fiMiftgiiaTd to ^e captive Jews ; for though one of 
ih^ same 'import had been made by Nebuchadnezzar, it 
i^^ndt'tikely that much regard would be paid to'it by 
%h(^'Medes and Fenians^ who were now masters of the 
tfeti^ti^. This is another wonderful instance of the 
MMxdness and mercy of Qod towards his people; 
iiihfle.he chastened them in measure, according to their 
need, 'he would not make a full end of them ; all his 
>im^ towards them were ways of mercy, preparat(»ry to 
the ^ilmeiit of his promise in their restoration. 
./ It appears from the testiinony of ancient writers, that 
'Cyrus Was not at Babylon during the persecution and 
deliverance of Daniel ; he is said to have been engaged 
M' an expedition to Syria and Egypt, in which he had 
^reat success. 

- In 1%e first year of Darius, Daniel having computed 
'fte^ number of years, according to the prophecy 6f 
^Jit^emiah, understood liiat the term of the Jevrs* cap- 
tivity had nearly expired. He had experienced the 
^cacy of prayer, and therefore, as he tells us^he *' set 
his face unto the Lord God, to seek by prayer and 
sn|]|ilkations,. with fasting, and sadccloth, imd a^^s." 
The beautiful confession and prayer, which are recorded 
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in -fab nititli dvptesy we» fKnoeljeuBitd, wfaeotlitf 
aogelGdiariivBtttBtlDnalcBlaMrinitoI&iay mata^ 
tke oertmintjr of Ismd's teapanil ratUmdoD, fadit tke 
CBrtmintj and period of tke spiritnai ddmraotoe tD 2w 
effected by Meiuah tke Prime^ who would mtikkf^ctm^ 
riliatian far miquiHff and bnnff in m/eHmtinp rigki^ 
eoutneu ; who would be cut &jfi, bmt not for fnmtme^ 
This revelation made to Daniel is most explicit aii^ 
the nature of Christ's office; and serves to espkov 
what is meant by Jeremiah, when he speaks ai litres 
'* He Lord oar Rigfateonsness." It also ined the^tsv 
of the Saviour's coming into the world, which his nd^ 
vent has proved to be exact. To Danid a»d euchioi 
his devout countrymen as were lookiDg for sRHnaUiiap 
more than a temporal deliverance, these prediotieas 
must have proved a source of peculiar oomfiirt^ Bu$ 
to us who have witnessed their aocomplisfamettt, and 
seen the establishment of Messiah's kingdom in the 
world, during more than eighteen hundred yearB, they 
must appear with such additional lustre, as riiould exw 
cite ** wonder, love, and praise," in the highoit degree. 
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LETTER XIII. 

• ■ ■ 

Ok the death of Darius the Mede, which hap^aMS 
about two years after the taking of Babylon, Cynw 
rettimed to that city, and took upon himsdf the goteniu 
ment. He had succeeded to the throne of Vetmni 
short time before this, on the death of Gambyieg hir 
father; therefore from this era is reckoned Uiecbm^ 
mencement of the second great empire, nameljc, the 



CYRUS 1. ' CAPTIVnYlTa' A.'C. 536. tX 

"Pitnmm. It was in IfaiB year» mhkk wtts certainly the 

fitafc of his leigSy tli»t Cyms made the i«Biarkah)e pro^ 

chunaftion which we fiod ia Ihe fiiat chapter of Ezra. 

The aaeved hittorian telk as^ that ^* the Lord stinredup 

%he apirit of Cyrus/' to accomplish the predicticHis of 

Jetoniah; and the tenor of the edict shows that Cyrua 

woa acquainted with that prediction. It is not to be 

doubted that Daniel had made it known to him« as 

"weU aa that prophecy of Isaiah, where he. waa men*' 

tjoned by name> so many yean before his birth ; for he 

apcaka of hunseif as one to whom '' the Lord God had 

gl^n all the kingdoms of the earth/' with an injuac* 

tion '^ to build him a house at Jerusalem/'* Hie fio-* 

phet Dawel has not himself recorded this eyent> bat he 

haa infiMrmed us, in his tenth chapt^, that he was stU 

alive in the ikird year of Cyrus; and we nmy of course 

eonclude, that he who was so earnest and diligent m 

pmyer, would not be heardess and negligent in the use 

of such means as were in his power : whereby he mi^ 

be so anunediately instrumental in promoting the glory 

of God, and the welfare of his peoide. It is probaUe 

that Cyrus, in his expedition to Syria and Egypt, had 

obsenred with astonishment the utter desolation of so 

fine a country as Judea, and formed such purposes 

respecting it, as would induce him to consult his wise 

and faithful minister as to the means of re-peopling it. 

B«l» as an old writer obsenres, whatever second causes 

were subserrient, it was God's OTermling power, which 

turns the hearts of princes according to his will, that 

brought about the restoration of the Jews ; and we 

sliall see that the time and manner of it were exactly 

conformable to the predictions of the Lord, by the 

mouth of his prophets. 

• Ezmi. It. 



Ood had ijijiwd <liy* aiHiM,^ ^M IT liis >0ilti# 
hmU not ImiAca to hiflft, ho would bifo^ tlieir*liMtf 
kM» deMlatibtt, to tiM their eaefli^ Should bcT^Mfb- 
irished at it; that he^Mild hty wvutte llM^ ^(Uto,^ mA 
mtmm then to be tikm ttWAy Aito the latid driffM^ 
eaemiee. That while they were in capti¥iiy*^>e^*laad 
AoiikL eojoy her eiftibathB, and flheidd i%6t, ^^SbUKt 
they had not allowed it the rest appohited %y OBtfSDiee 
in aeten yeare^f while they dw^ upon It; * "' ■ " ' ■" •' 

At a later period, Jeremiah was eottMMlMiei^ Wde*' 
claie to the impeniteat Jews, that their whole' kAd 
sfaottld be a desolation and an astoniilhitieiif, th0''%M^ 
they riioold serre the king of Babylon- seventy' ^ehiv.'f 
We have seen how literally these p ityphfectef''*i#fe^ 
Mfilled. After the death of Gedaliah, the^94n<r ^' 
forsaken by the remnafit, who obstinately ^persisCedf'hi^^ 
retiring to Egypt ; bat its ntter desolation wbm cd^- 
pteted when Nebuzar-adan took away Ihe staall-'fiifih- 
ber K^ Jews he foiind Acre, and sent them • to 'IMby- * 
Ion. The voice of mirth, and the voicb of gladn^, 
had long ceased at this time; bat the removal of flilsr 
last remnafit caused not only the " voice of the hrti^- ' 
groom and the voice of the bride" to cease, but leffcihe* 
land to silence and darkness, vrithout even ** the sothttF* 
of a millstone"'' to be heard, or the " light of a caniB^***" 
to tie seen. § In this state the land of Judeahad^-" 
mained fifty-eight years, when Cyrus issued the^decrce * 
of reiltoration to the Jews, according to the promisel ($f 
God to that efl^ct. We shall now do well to con&M^^ 

* Leviticus xxvi. 32. 

t Leviticus XXV. 4. God graciously anticipated the xmbeHef of 
the ImiieHtes, and teudisafed tbem a promise of great plenty in the 
■izth year. See vetaes 20, 21» 22, <tf tiie same chapter. 

% Jeremiah xxv. 11. $ Jeremiah zxv. 10* 



mtitm o£>tlie 'MtobU* bf wkieli ikmf wm% to gi miiun ily 
fidfiUed*. :Wfa«Q Motet wm ocmi«mumM4o dMeanoft 
Qod*« jiidgnienti afainal the keeeli^ if they i9idke4 
irpirtimy to.hie hms^ die Loid vMrcifaily'WeaNd iImm^ 
tbMt'.lie woiiM not utterly deetroy tbeai,*nor cait Ibem 
flMPff iriieii> ui tbe kaid. of tbeir enemaei; but thut^ if 
tlMf .iwkW hamUe theoMeWee, ebd npeat, he wonM 
reneember hie ceyeM»t witk Abmhem^ ieeacyead JiMiobi 

• By the piopbet Isaiah the lord was pleased to declate, 
thafrjhe wantAimsf to Jenisalffia, Thou shalt be inha- 
hi^ ;-md to the eitiea of Jndah, Ye shail be fa«ilt«t 
Tto)^,he. would uppoiot Cyna ae his.sheirfMrd, to per- 
foim all )m pkaaam, '^ e?en saying ta Jerosalem, Then 
ahalt be built; and to the temple. Thy foumiaiion shaU 

belaid-'t 

Thft pcQ|beciei of Jer^miahy written ad « later period, 

aie JMcb. move explicit : in them we find dedaiatioiis 

from Almigl^y Qod, that when seventy yean weve ac^ 

complished, he woald panish the king of Babykm and 

iiifl.iNitioii;,§ Uiat he woald, at the same time, peffeitn 

his. .good W0rd towaida his peo{de» in causing them to 

letiucp^to their own land» where they shonld,dwell safety^ 

and pot only enjoy temporal prosperity, bnt partake also 

of jq>iritnal mercies; as they should be hb people, and 

h^ would be their God.H 

AA;er the destruction .ef Jerusalem, Ezekiel was49om- 

manded to prophesy concerning the land of Israel, 

calling upon the mountains to shoot forth their branches, 

* Levittciu ixvL 40 — 45. t Isaiah xliv. 26» 

t Isaiah xliv. 28. § Jeremiah xxr. 12» 

II Jeremiah zxix. 10— 14. 
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and yield fruit, for the Lokd's people Isnely who were 
at hand to come; and declaring that the land ahouM 
be tilled and town, the cities inhabited, and the waste 
placet built.* To^ theee pfomiaes alao weie snpenulded 
others of spiritnai impoit; wherein the Lord dedandl 
that for his own holy name's sake he wonki ha^epili 
on them, gire them a new heart, and pot a new ipidi 
within them, that they might walk in hia ways, and be 
his people, humbling themselves befoie faim for their 
iniquities, and being ashamed and oonfomded for tktk 
own ways* ^ 

These spiritual promises were intended, not only fior 
the people of Israel, bvt f6r the ^ole Israel of God^ 
his universal chnreh to the end of time; andthcjaffixd 
subjects of meditation to belieTers, which sore at tmat 
consolatory, eacouiaging, and ddightful. 

With regard to the ancient people of God, these pro* 
mises have not yet been fully accomplidied ; bnt the 
declarations of Scripture, and the present eircnmatanca 
of die Christian churoh, afibrd lively hopes that the 
time is not very fax distant, when the Jews vrill be ga* 
thered from all countries whither their unbelief hat 
caused them to be scattered, and will become the Lord's 
people in Christ Jesus. The duty of Christians, in the 
contemplation of this glorious event, is earnest prayer 
to God in behalf of his alienated people: since he-has 
declared that he will be inquired of to accomplirii his 
promises tx> the people of Israel. 

• Ezekiel xxxvi. 8 — 11. 

t Eteiuel xxxvi. 32—>38. See «l80 Etddel txtnu Jeremirii 
xxxii. 36—41. 
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Vi'tk-Antucm to vBtom to tlie Instofy of the Jem as iiar«> 
nOod by.Bsra^ a priest, and a descendant of Seraiah 
tlieiugbpiiest. He ^ms, as he tells nt^ a ready scribe 
in' the lavof Mtees, -rnkkh the Lofd GkMl of Israel had 
gf?rtii.' 'The'decieeofC3fraBiwas no sooner made known 
tbttif anch of die J««m as regsided the honour of God; 
and valued the covenant of his promise, p^epased for 
their 'departncc fipom Babyk>B. Bam tells ns, thai the 
nxnnber of them vras fbrty^tiso thooMnd three han<» 
dsed and 'siKtj, bendes their servants, whose nomber 
anonnted to UMwe Ihan seven thonsand. Most of the 
Jews- who returned at this time were of the tribes of 
Judah and Benjamin ; but there were manyof the tribe of 
Leti, as mentioned by Bsra, and many more from the 
odies tribes, who, diough not mentioned by name, may 
be incladed among^ ** those whose spirit God had raised 
to go up to build the house of the Loid." The decree 
of Cyrus was addressed to ail the people of the Lord 
God of ismel, and it may w^ be inferred, tiiat many 
sseoBg the ten tribes, who were now foeoome his sub* 
jests, would a^l themselves of the decree, and rqoioe 
inllie jmvilege of restoration to nattonal and religious 
freedom* 

When Hezekiah, in the beginning of his reign, res^ 
tored the woisfaip of the Lord at Jerusalem, he sent a 
proolamatioft throughout the land of Israel, calling upon 
the people to CQme and keep the passover ; and though 
the invitation was not generally complied with, we 
are told that some humbled themselves, and came to 
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Janntleai.* It ipis Mt loiigr lilar thkf *Aat liic tii 
tkibes ware canM mray iftt* Astfria, 4tt 'wlMi^.ote* 
■MMi it is newt fnobabld thtt IheM peaitnito i«b«ld tii 
rafdge in Jadali, and coiMin«6'l(>dw«ll lli^fe aiterw»di^ 
irilk their lamBiM, till all ^len isf«i¥0i^4wt&eeBi*f 
loniah captivity. However this may 4ieV' 'it i^'CeitlB 
that, after tkeir mbon^ other ti#Me^ huridea iAtM0 of 
Jodah, BeajaauDy aad Levi, dwelt at^lonriiiiliMM'' 
. 8aiat Lake teUa «» diat44npa the ptoph^tOBii' Witf^of 
the tribe of Aser; and St. Jamea addMMtel'lds-eifH* 
<< to the hMlar tribee which an^ eeaMMml ii^MNtd/ 
Fion Iheee and odier paaeagee of Q e r i^m w lt, «l inerf- 
dent that, thongh the peopk hadthe-gsneralJiuidneitf 
Jewiy from the tribe of Jndah, n BpoeiAo>d«tiiicttOB.of 
the twelve tribee was pveaetred amonp thttm^xwhidk 
conld not have been the case had two orthAM'ttlto 
only made np the number of those wlio^ iu * niljietfc >> 

SabthieU the prinoe of Judah^bedig deed bcMbi# <Ms 
tnne^ hi* title had devolved on hie sen Senibbiaietv iflto 
was oonatitated governor of the landbyC^fNl^'.':^ 
Jews doubtless considered him as theii' ^^gi idbl^lle 
4vae gMndson to Johoiacbin; hnt'it dses 4M«'«{^pear 
Ihat he assumed regal state, or atited h^Auf feapei^ts 
an independent soveroign* Yet aeeoiding* eo 'tbo*fee- 
phecy of Jacobs the sceptre did not depusi IroHi ^iidaii, 
since their internal policy was not dietoihed ortiegu- 
lated by the Persiaa government; b«t they wese g fsar a n td 
by a prince of their own nation, aoootdingto IjiacfanrDf 
God, given them by his servant Moses*. ^^Tb^ZMb- 
babel (wiiose P.ersiaa name was Sheshhaaaar]^ Qjm^ 
committed the holy vessels . belonging tatha.feerapie, 
whif^ Nebachadnezzaor had. brought /to Bais^n^^that 

** e ciiroitv %itx4 t 1 Chfen.-^.'sr 



iMi ott^lcarfy thonr back* tot Jenwden. Hk pe»pte 
^iaho.)8lliiM MhJnt^ w mtt «s thtte niko wont «p wkb 
2cMUMkbeW owilributod TMiri* of wimty ^rtd^ beastt 

Jij d M t%4i:eet<wiUj d i wrin f.te'a«it in thegieit work Aey 

'^•fr.ftbnat to uadcftake. . 

bi<illie loomfl oiMi|iler of Sm (v«ne iecowl) we ind 
the DMHMof the «Ai6fs< who acGonpaniod Zerabbabel. 

tSnii» thbiimiiHiifiii of thfiir immlwr, it niof be nfeffed; 

iAiit> f' nM.iwmy raigfaty" engaged in Ibe pieiu and 

)pnlRieiie temoe to whkh the wiioie netkm wm caUed. 

fifintj ef dMn had doobtlii eeteblidied themedvet in 

thoicland.ef^ their. cafiliTily, and preferred the en^oj^- 

:OQnnt of binaiiMe eaae^ and tempofal gfatificaitioa» to 

1^ ezemiott which waa needfnl, in order to partake of 

:-Q#^Qnl dirfjnotioa and ipiritaal pririleges. Such is 

the conitanti tendency of riches and luxury. Those 

t«rfl«i.4ir<i exposed to th^ influence, cannot be too 

^waticMM^igninst their inroads ; nor too earefiil in ap- 

.p|ying>j|he dedamtion of our Lord concerning such as 

.ttiMirM them.* . 

haW^' waathe hig^ priest by lineal descent firom Se* 

,faiahft> who held^thiHoffice when Jerusalem was deatooyedy 

and whO'Was put to death by Nebuchadnenar at Rib»> 

iahif . I remind you of that cinaimstanre, that yon may 

wDlLeansider the Seraiah bera mentioned^ as the same 

psnam; and I must also mformyouy that the Nehemiah 

and Mordeoai of this passage are not.to be identified 

wiibthoaatof the same name, with whom Ipiesumeyoa 

aie already acquainted; and whom I shaU hemafter 

have: ooeasitm to introduoe to your more immediale 

• Mark au34. t % Kiagi xzv. 18-*S1. 
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ootioe» King ^Ditfidy in the iMtr ebd ctf ktsidgD, 
frhen he «m pvcpmig to l»iiild tha how w of tbe.Loid, 
and iettltog the aAika of tke kmgdoM for 
divided the prieils mud Loritai iato tpentf-foMr. 
<w orden^ m which they freio wccaowvoly tOL 
and minister m the temple at JetMalem.^ 
ber at that time-anoulad to fSuttsf^af/b^ 
but of thdee iriio Totuiwd inm- Bahyhnv 
only fourthoaiaad taPoh«idradandei|giMy4Mie^>4iiett 
were of the oooiaes of Jedaiah, Imnw, MMbi§aih,mmi 
Harim } to tlmt the other twenty OBMneaoMiti nijliwi 
havettaid behind or beeemaeaitiBet. . HiawifitiiiUiMtoifii 
•weie sabdinded into thaofighud nawiher, twMte^foai ; 
and were caUed by the same naowa^ witfi oawe^ioaptipB 
only, the name of Pasbnr, the aon of Male hjyaiiif being 
•obetitnted for that of bia f«^er« The MbeBotad jeafi- 
4ive8 and tiieir leadert amved in Jndes dboofk tho he- 
ginning of springy and immediately wpemtrngragcooi' 
4ng to their ttibea and fanahes^ repaired to nkmag^ asae- 
4ral cifeiea and began to rehnHd themi Tha-^^oABings 
made by the chiefi and people, towank iiiiiaililhiyj ilM 
•taniple/4aaMUDted to more than aotenty^firo'llKMiaaad 
•pounds, of our money, beaidss one bundrad* pnests* 
<ganneatSA . lothe seventh month, which wasmppokrtad 
4br the observaneeof dnee several solamnities^ tbe^faeplc 
assembled at .Jarasaftam, where JeAms, setniplibe altar 
of ^e God of Israel/ to oAr bnzat oAringa thsoeon, 
according to the law of Moses. The- first day oiiiids 
imonth they celebmted the feast of trumpets ; and on 
that occasion began their odSerings, which were after- 
wards QOidinued, ^ as the duty of every day le^piiced," 
although the foundation of the temple wasnot yet lajd. 

. « * 1 Chrottiolet xziii. xxiv. xxv» 
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13te tealk day of this month was tibe day of alonementy 

aad'cm the fifteenth began the feaat of tabemaclesy 

^wbidi lasted sevan days. The pepplo, who during all 

tJiiB <une RHttined at Jerusalem, were not inactive in 

itmwmtd the rebuilding of the temple* They 

sytothedii*erantartificeffB,aBd senljuoTiBiont 

tojdmTyriaflia and Zidonlaaa, in exchaagia for cedar 

taaaa £nm Lebanony.whJoh wicn to be broaghft by aeato 

JepfM^ aoeording to tha giant of Cyna« At length* 

aboufe.aiX'inDnths after the altar waa aet np^ all the 

fMBpaiBtiona being completed, the people again aaaem" 

Usd at Jarwalem, and the foundation of the temple 

waa. laid vidi gnat acdemnity. The prieiti in their 

spparel, with trumpet^ and the Levites with muaieal 

j&stranMiiti, and aongi of praise, gave thanks to the 

Iteid^ beoadae he is good, and his mercy endureth bf 

ever* . A vary affsctiag scene was witnessed on this 

^xscasi^n, for. the peopfe shouted with a great shout, 

and- praised' the Lord, because the foundation of the 

lemf^ waa laid ; bat many of the priests, Laf itas, and 

chiafifothesa who were old enough to jremember the first 

taosple; .wept akmd, when they ocuaparad tha glory and 

pBSspextty 'Cf .the a«timi at the time Solomon's temple 

' Wis built, with its sidisequent degradatioD, and pieaent 

«9aditioii» So great was their distitssy that tha histo* 

mn teUsiust *^ the people could not discern the noise 

otihr shout oft joy i^om tha noise of the weeping of the 

'^•* ' • Ezra In. n— IB. 
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\.', J'. f ,-• t |A »|i |j r .u XV* ' *" ^ I r «i)U/3ii t*rti 

,1... . ., . • .' - " \]f • , •jii^mii*^ 

Tbjs eooniieB oCtbo Jews, who* w^m > iw i w i p i l lyite 
:8fanftritaniy no mkooer found thai ^ertanfiti i w»' ifiii% 
lebiMlt^ tbaa they losdived to hkukr tht {uKgnBHiiotalie 
iworit. B«t hamg« as it -wadd teoa, wipicttet IbMb 
4qpe» atlftOk, tbqr dettnainad ta atekjemi JAxfyemm 
lhfmfo»» tit Zerubbftbd, aad foopomLto^vaiteMiritiMiie 
,Ji9m> in 'bntldiii^ the temple, allegiaf tfiiitiutiiqpiMI^* 
ibipad the God of larad in the tame mumim'M^tiB 
peQt>le»; aiMl haddose so ainoe ^alnntt: Aat* B i nift ii t 
den bnd bveuglit them up* to dnil in^helandt i^fcib 
miiy noAperfaapa lemembev the odgin of ilteMr yiM^ 
Ihemfore I ahail briefly lefer to. it, as iiileiailoitf^liife 
aMranteenthcfaapter of the aeeoad Boeic of Kkig» r'*i^ 
In the: veigB of Uoahea^ thetet king^o^ isfnaii^ ttii* 
n(lneier^JHngt>f Anq^yesme up a9ainal1iattiafiiiV>llM 
after 4 aiageaf ihiea yeany aocaaeded.ittvtaMig^fe 
nily^ An Hoahen, by secret eooapiairf, had^pttvtaaity 
ahoMi himaelf enwof^ of bem§r le^tAovfteifeiaiCliii^aaJl^ 
an<Jtllribtttary Icings ShMlmuieaBr aaolvedto isawtyl ili a 
and his paople into cnpliYity, «nd tosrepaofAeisSittaeili 
by .eokmiss from ethar parts- of hie^ daaniddns; ' qHn 
teOQidmgly " bsonght men Imm' Babylon)^' loidisAMi 
Ptttbah, end 6om Ava^ and fipomHafliMi; nbdsiMft 
8«|>hacfniaiL ; and i^ecad them in the eitiaetol€mndHHl 
inirtead of the ehakben of kmaU aaid tiey<yBH«iMid 
SMMm^ and dwek in the citiemhereef*" . Vhougii^tltt 
hvi had thna'' leanoved .land outnfhia sigbi,'%1toi 
diet« Mos» end canaed theheethena to fi uasuii thnirlahitt 
his own honour was to b^ vindieatad among the latter. 



vlio tery ptobaUy cooMdered Idia as a GM of little 
power, aince hk profeaied wocahipera had fallen into 
the IuouIb of their eMBftieaf -^^ their fimt ooming into 
Samaria, ** they feared not the Lord, therefore the Lord 
4lan# . JMMDttiavoa^ thtn." This teniMe nisi utte n they 
aitoiliiiiiiljto their negbctofthe Qoi^ the laiid, afld 
thieaafiwtraiDt to'the king of Aaayiia (BMiliadAen) to 
Immt vdmli they, cnght to do^ The hibg ^mnmettded 
Mft) elifthe pneefii ef larad to go up and dweU uifbe 
tend* 4o-.lBaeh.^these m« inhabitante *« the miiMeihef 
.|Mi Gedjo£jdie laML" One. of the pneita atoetdingly 
mflktsttp^iaail 4iroU in Bethd, to inetniot the povki, 
idM^ irei%;.thaft time eicied laaiifiiei to the 1^ 
Gttdf hmdidi oMt xenounee their Ibnnee eapenlitieM. 
'^'SmfkmM the imd^ and acvped their own goib^' 
^itg^^faeeoidieg^Ao the riteeef Ae nation, from wh e nete 
they mne^ Thie nixed kind ^wonh^aeeme to- han^ 
}mm oMe^hateiii toi the iewe, aftw their.rctum, 'than 
ateQhite>heaiheMHa ; it ia not tlaanffwe ■anriiiWHf -thill 
^ fJi»ea;Zerabbahtl»«ndhiaeo«Hil, njeotodthepioi* 

ijw^y^^^Hf ^pp^w^^^MBewi »^^wiHafc e^^^n^^eenfte ^vwais ▼wwn^ ewn'^p ■^^^^^^^^wa^^enj^w^e^^ 

4|iivhaatilityw Not nliaied^howewr, with their eftM 
$lif(i»liKnipi the baiUen, they endewwMMd to patiA 
ftfp tfnUbcrtimMk ahogeiher, by ebtakung a pilUie>ed9t 
IMhahidreot.' They hioed oennaallere at the c6Qft»of 
IteiliwgJp nuiha it^nriona lepitnflntaitione lo the Idiig4 
MMbMrBinU'ivaa. atry piohdiily dead «t»dua time^^'lHl 
banwiti weaH ftet.he haBkwtotin»inpportingthairitwa 
ef tthe fttinaritiMagahMt.tlie Jewa^ Theie fW iiai P 
«al|< Jdott la hnre been nndtr haad damg Ihe Mgd 
(fiJBymB^nrinBi^Tq^ fev Binielv and niMiee belift^in 

k2 
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tot aUonrcf ti^.^ope tbat he**^oidd'b tty^my ^ovntl* 
lemctifais oiriiiodiat;^ . TUs pritioe^idM'iiii thti^Mrvwlli 
;ear'«ft«r:ihe Jaws' ittam, and .wtttvuooe^ABcU^cfaJt 
fl6A OatnbTMs; who is ealltd Ahftmemr bj^'&mv. iite 
was of a iwcy diftient olteaotec to* hia ftthACfS' twt 
faaTifig naither the «aaa6* motiif ev f(w abovria^f f»fMr»ll^ 
Iba Jam/«or. tha aanci tander areg^tlte^Aar-iicifaai ^ 
hta subjects >ta ganeral^ the SamarilaiMi^camiituradfhipjit 
ptopar iiiilnHiie&tto be wvouglit-on l^thoif twrpr^giffyA 
Midtnfttiaknia'iNUpoied. 'Nolonger^Qife|«i9f)d-7t<|^.-M^ 
^aorat^ioaaaurta^^ey wiote a letter 'fE^aiiuit^Ji^riiflal^m 
lia the king, the tenor ef whicb^ wbik 4t ^^xatted; tbw 
own grateful loyalty, represented the Jew« AaaieMtlf^ 
peopld/wha woe iebi8ldiag^h«k*-eh)Hiii.oedeA<lodGil|dfy 
thtttsaiveB thaieio, that* they might •«halia«IEAe'aiittMh 
ffity of the Persians, and cease to pay tbeia tFth«t«^ ' Ju 
^pport>of their accusation they refitfredthe king tartjbe 
jBabylonish annals, that he might sea'and know tbfil^lhe 
i^ty was a-taheHiotta city ; and plably told faimAat 4ie 
9^bidding of it woald occaskm him the hisa Df raUfihia 
{ironneea :west of the Eopbtatea. Una ietler<had albtke 
<elfeet ike Samaritans conld dasiie; and tlia king^atayl* 
'fiTSr giving them antheriiyto pataatop^^h^bniidijsgli 
m.9 ^by them taken ttiiimpfaantly. to Jemsalmn^ nftd 
eaitied into «ffict with ^e utmost rigour^ . . Giwabya^^ 
in the fourth year of hia re^n, in^fadied Sgypti^aid 
partly by stmtagem and tketieaebery^ef /Flmnea»/.w!)i9 
Bswoked fDom the king of Bgypt, and went'OfSf KK.'tbe * 
Femiaaa, and partly by force e£ aatta> he aafaihiedvthe 
ivtvale of that eoamlry, and annexed it to the Peninpi 
empise. PsammeaitAis, the king of Egypt» waa^at 6n^ 
treated with some consideration by the victor ; bi»t en- 




This conqviMt^ ^RrP* «<» a faitte faliliil cj ikt 

iiincrdiiimftT diiiilitfttrf by cbal 

•Nibactadbcoary and il^iek 

lo9 amk'Of a pioviiwe* Aoeoida^ 

tilcliMn» it«M»«paii*tofaeeQBM a kkgdoo^ hat itwas 

te te> liM <« baiMt 4>l IdngAoBt," aad Mch w aWI i^ 

<)t<ii>>te, M^#e {HiiM* lb* c<MMM of kt Wmoty. Cm^ 

l^ysM iMI in 8ym, on hk Mtorm frani BgypC, ta tlie 

IMlPd yiw ^fttt" Mi iavMioii of tint oo — Ify , ttai in the 

^%Mv^af hl»i«lgti. He httd imdartakMi %MfMlkm 

\m^ 9lkktfitk tad HanUMNih, in bdlii of whiA he had 

'['•AetftioeMior of OimlifNt wm floMndii tiM Ifagfu, 
tltt'llttpoMKMV^irlM), lui yon pioMUy knoir, olKMBid the 
<ilh>w*iliff %]»-NMiddaiioe to aawidk, the hrothcr of 
e^eAyfrnt^ nfcom the btter bed oMeed to he mttderad. 
9li^Mig«i4ifthbw«rperinwofehortdttnrtkMi; for hit 
Mi^ATO beiftf AiUy diMOvemd, mtab Peniafr nohleft 
<MiD^i«d ogiUaat hfan, mmA hmmg pot hhn todeatl^ 
«fcalecl'0004ef thoiriiiiflDher to be kiiig^ of Benia ; ■» 
tltri mts^ BO^imde deeeeadintft of Cjras, to nbon *e 
M ft gdem eooM doyohxe by tight ct ioh o fhao ce, Tht 
iMUtoemf ilhiemoniioh elect wee Dtrioe Hyetetpee, ih^ 
elMiftwhorie ttefldeoed^ Ewm* Mid by the ptopheie 
lHiggttitoiid^EedMmh.t Thoogb Ae pobibitioB of 
€aftiby«ee) by wkkshthe Jewt bed been reetri<«ted 'from 
btiiMKa^, <»eied et his deeidi, tbey did not atail then* 
iriv»- of <hrt« r iwniiilence to teenno their kdMnre. 
VMf wene pMbiUy dispirited by Ike hindeiaiMee ihey 
Hid ta^ with ; end diei^poinled that Aey had not ob^ 



piMktt «itpiofe M»te-tJi«ytN:>nti»tt^.ilUt/tk» «aMftdQp^ 

*ilN9c^9«ed by the piospeet of Imine^ / T)m; apitit nf iim- 
pheey, w^kh bad b^ea.. i^rkhhtld .fwmi(^:iliiiubfi}f 
-SaBiel* #ttfi now nicax^ifiiUy restor^A.^ -Hfigl^^iABd 
^3{^haTtab'vr«Ke b0tMeiit^ tben^j* iim ymx^itimSu^ 
ffiej^Ab A^mth w»t^f A» ^U«r in Ae eigfatb^ f P^ig^ 

^Qf^rttfi^ tb^to <' CQBiudertheinfiairiH'^ ^^iuilt^iiii- 
(^9BVJtibh^ IdbMit the bftireanaii of their4 
,ffQ^ Gody because tfiey badteiahedtheir oiHiftFb^usQPvmid 
yfpipi dff^^Uiiig at ease wr linent, ,n»ga«d)MBfi(if7yh|i<j9ton^. 
Jbi» moiMige wfta fM)eoiapaQied hy m.^ommasakit^-^pit^ 
.eeed witb tbe buildi«f^4 and a pnmiiat lhai^}tb|9<£^tdidf 
i^wt» would Uik^ pl«a»WBa.m it* and ironldiiaigtipfiifiHl. 
o ^tt>ia woptbiffOf feimrki tiMtt dunag A« i«ik«te /time 
.tbe^. J^wa ir0M profaibiled hf. the Pemian ineiianrii» teai 
JliiM(>l^agr lip«itemple> nOfiwlDainaiid was j^Mi'to tfcsmifion 
jQod- fe» conttaua :iti Tbey were not to {m3B6alitQ.ateka 
.^fO^,,W^k bf aaeant of insiuvaotioii; bul'^t^.aeticiitbe 
4l^9pa.af ib^aatiaa lo inborn God Juiil aid>jeolid tbam^atid 
:fmbi||Dol;beaafiiM<)fl>«rlon^^^ otiffnarciukeimAmr 
.if^i^t^iwbwtbeyooald.dottlavfeUyi ):ZanAiabekaad 
.^^|k|i9»:'v^ilit all tba paopk, iavncdialdy^g^yaf^lia^itlo 
lA^ wpfd'Of >^li0id,by:Ha9g^iMklM tebnild- 

jIi^.; 1%air ptompt #b6dieMa waai gfiacHNidyoisgatdad 
^tb%J,iafd# wba -aaat an mauua^^in&mfftihf-jim 
!PfB(9b^to:a«a«lie{|Aie«i rf bit fdMatfcecawl aaMafatufet; 
^^Jth^. Ari^bwaal'.of jtkia/<praaHia was !qtiiaU)i'jeaqpB- 
rienced ; for, ** tbe Lord ^tirr^ up the spirit of Zemb- 
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.tfMt-of JaBlNN^ the' wm ^' JosMlec^ Ad W^ prtM, 
andUiespiril^f Al)thefeHiii«itofi;k6pi<»pi«; MddMjr 
TCM|i^«ttiLdid wo«k iatheF hooie oftiie Loidof Hods 
-lAMfttnOod.!^* TkeJ«Mhad tiotkaiifg'racMmieiMS^ biuM^ 
iiig tlitf'lwiple) whett ikitit waHAM eiiemie« renewed 
ttfa^rtftetNcmioiift. Thej hail aat iKm the })o1rer tk> 
iiiiake*liMni deslM^as (bnnerly, by foiee; bei^aiiie^etr 
-ttttthnwityy m Mi» iMfMet, had exfilred wich'the khig 
ixwto'gavo itr buft they made eameBt applieatloA lb 
'Satttaiy :^ 4ie# gio^enior of Syria voA Pakstibe, ii^hb 
-bad 'lanaly beeik' «edt tfaidier by Darius, and f^eavoaitd 
tt^.f/^^jt^Mt^ him againal tke Jtms, Tita«Lf» bMr<<^e^, 
Uieis9«<^yei«oa of some Modefatioii and jutttce, went 
Umaetf-wtch some of the accasen to Jerusalem' to in- 
quire iMo 'the matter; and aeeiBf^ 4ie iii^:iiTe of the 
tbiiildibgv*gttve tto orders to impede its progress, but 
iMRdy took down the namesof tihose ^riie presided Wr 
St; Wtdfc their aceoaat of the grant of Gyrus, in order to 
.tnasmk them to Darias^ and refer the aftir to hi»iU- 
vestigatibn atid decision. Ezra teib us, that ^the-i^ 
tof-ltear €k)d waa upon the eMen of the Jews, that^they 
:<biiid not ctese them to cease, till the matter ea^yMMlb 
lBariu8;:aad then they reUimed aAswel' bylMt^y mi- 
icstniagiiMa natter/' About a month after this; Mtkggcd 
DMg'eftmiawiioned to deliver u giacious m eseage tO'ZK* 
oAibbab^,. ^eshfeMty aadeU the people, to diapeHhe'gtoeln 
thtttfaad tprand among then* in comparing thte^lA*^ 
iwidi 4ha^ Iraik by SolomMi. The Lord* agattr enddo^ 
nigsd d^smby tibeaMmtanee ttiat he was wifhtKem/aiid 
dntibBHwakdmake the glory of this temple td A^^tisM 
-diBtof the first : ma8aMMhatthe«<deeife'ofatlMtt(Mf 
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tile Ifewmli riioiild oUrne to ity se» thu Fmce of Pcmw^^ 
lii/ihe eiglith^mQaitii of thia year, Z«ehartah wfts-enpdoed 
ividi tli6 spirti of ffK>f^4cfy and sent to diiHcNrt «b«fit: t& 
iiMiember thii pnnishmint infiieted 6b thdr falters^ idid 
td tam to llie< Ltml*' Irf repeAtftiiee.f It a{qp6af»-dM^ 
the people 'were not inattentive lo this meMiful^^ai^n^' 
ing^; for, in the ninth months Haggai, afBer'd6<*lai4og 
the cauie of the scarcity in their land, was-attuwed W 
}»edi0l that the Lerd would Mese ^Ui#tn't^^ri^#fCir 
pleaty; and, on tiie same day» a gpeeial |>ioiAl8)& oPfUfi 
<vour and proteetbn Was seat toZembbabdi} -QPhe^ 
gvaeiotts vteelaratkms were still farther c^mHrnied) ioMshie^ 
dereath month) by the prophet Zeeharii^, wlio diimr/#P 
a^iott, the angel of die Lord intercedb^ifbiF'^^NItte^r 
lem; and heardthe Ix>rd declare thait he was retiAMd' 
t0 Jerusalem with mereieS) and wonM eaitie hk hoiiftef 
te^be bttiit in it; notwithstanding the efibrts that w^iild^ 
be made by the enennes of his* pedpte, to 'hiiider th«^ 
work.^. .!•'»?♦';.' 
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TikB enemies of Ood*s people aiefreqneiitly'niiadeitt^il^l^ 
that th^ir efforts to destroy or injure them are not otil jr 
rendered ineffectual^ but are made conduciire te thefir |^ 
sermtion ^ismd prosperity. Thus it was wilh tke^ SttmaH^- 
tans who sought to hinder the budding' (^^e^teiftpl^^ 
for when Talnai wrote an aeeomit of the viMi^ linatlfei^ 
to 4be' Persian court, Darius commanded search Wh^ 
made anxing the records of the empiie lbrthe^debi«ee ^ 

* ' • Haggai ii. 1—9. t Zech. i. 1—6'. 

t Haggai ii. 10— ^3. - '$ Zech.i. 7— 21. 
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Cym^y aid» bnvfaigf fowid' it^ tent a^ tpeeiai ovdar to 

npMDai» forbidding' Uin to kipdtr tho woricy or to Mom 

of «»y mokilatioii boiBg offered to dio «>ows. Norwat 

thi» alUfior DariiM made a decree, tliat the governor 

ahottld foraieh'tbem with all tbal wae needful lor oar* 

rpn^.'Oti'tbo woik i > witb animale for 8acrtfice».and witk 

fo<Mi Amt tho fyrMte, out of tbe king's goods eoUectod bj 

tiriibaSe.m 4biose parts; <' Tbat^'lhey might ofier sacri* 

iioeaof sweet savours unto the God of heaven, and pn^ 

for^liM Ufeof the king, and of his sons.*' The king for- 

tl^r^eere^^. that whoever shouhl infrmge this law» 

should have- timber puUed down from his own hoiise» 

aiKl should bs- hanged thereon ; and imprecated the 

judgflMnt of God on all ktqgs or people who should at« 

tempt to alfter or destrt^y the house of God at Jerusalem* 

Tatooi, 4he> gOBreraor, and the Samaritan ohiefs» were 

ontistiained to eomply with this deoree, immediately 

aftar it arrived; thoi^, as we may suppose, it was the 

cause of extreme mortification to ^ latter. The Jewa, 

thus assisted by the providence of Grod, continued their 

woik prosperondyy receiving continual encouragement 

from Uie prophets Haggai and Zechariah. 

This decree of Darius waa considered by the Jews as 
aoompktoieatofation of their privileges, and asa source 
of national rejoicing; so that the people who stiH re* 
neiBed in Babylonia and oA&t parts of Asia thought it 
expedient to ooosuk the.{»rophets and eMers at Jerasa* 
Ism, as to tfie future observance of those fasts which 
they had kept daring seventy years, in commemoralion 
of thiir national- calamities/ The Lord's answer cn« 
j|ined them to obey the precepts he had giv«i by the 
former prophets; to '' speak every man the truth .to his 

* See note f. 



r- • • 



1^ V jafcTOMcax. zmBBX3ih^ 

kLA^r gates; • aMttiOi ti> imaginB.«tiliiii4hai.'htfMdb 
agilittftt theii^aei|^ifboiii»» motto mme9mA9Uifi;f^'aAmB^ 
tbiiigg they wer« t(^ abstain Aonv^ w-bdngtntfidfU 1»l 
tke Lord; atid sack w no r^eittB er ttOitalilieaeciluii* 
atodte- for. To eii€mil^a|^ iknem to^<4>edieiice» a. 
piionime was aidMed that the four faitsitoyiiad 
sitoiild be coiiirocteid into chfieffol-feasU; ^umt^^jfmff 
and. gladness.^ . « •. -i • r. i/ijuik 

^ Iii'4lie fifth year of Dafkia fue halielo oontefiqdiiitoA 
farmer fiilfitinent of God's. pwfflMoiesivqpeEtiQgrt^ 
desoliiftkm ^ Babyloa* The iiei^ghlK>iHiuiod{'o4 dMtt 
oily liad suffered greatly from the inuniatiBn^ sobcao: 
tioned by Cyxus's bfeaknig dowa tbaiiaiik or daaanrf 
tlie 'rrr«r» -^ea he drained k; aad Idie ^cily ^tualfbUn* 
been degraded from the nmk of attotaspoH^ hpike^ 
remoi^l of <he seat of government 4o Bnan or Slmtif^ 
1^ henghty Babylonians doiriitless^ eon w der ^ 'ftiaoafc 
dit itisttlt; and det^noftined to shake off the Pcasian ftkt^f 
Th^ tiAie they cboee was probaMy tkakoftAa mmMut 
eifedted by JOarkia; bat as diair phuw aHfaiind tpnbrr 
idacufed, tliey did not ofHenty retoit till the iikkyenrsai 
kii^«eign ; ' when, kavmi^ stored the chy iwitk paovisionf 
tdfiieieat-for many yeam» th^ eoasidflieAtkamsebeijm 
a'^c^ition to insist the utmost eflprta ctf l>ar9U|kngaiv* 
tMikn. The king having smita laiga ioroaio jcjhaa| 
A^r they resolved not to risk a battle, hut to^mdikil^ 
«vent of a siege, which, they bopod.to psotoaetftiU:^ 
P^rrfans Aould b^enhausted bytottaaid sbky»n;lifoiH 
msfly referred you to 'many ptiediotians frmfMetiii^iBft^ 
byldnit«at the satae' tfane tdling yon that thaii^ao^dmr 
pUslw^t wns not fiiUy. eflbded by Cynto* At .,tj& 

• Zedu m vui. 14—19. f See Letter XI. ' 
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tke.iLcMid dedwed lliaft' be-^wteab9«i: to bdngl- 

ottt^fihenf 3MBiwasia4etd^'tfiei«iM waniuig} fof 

tli4LiAM<.0er>«f ;the bcskfed w«» nphfte with a crutk 

dBifnH(ioB,4inHii0li^<tKe Avm wsMtit,km9^ Mien netuwi. 

UttAritef inMlMdHHl IB' the oily. The pMpbet kwh 

taMi ^iitti>i«l ^Mt fndowhMd ttnd Die kMw «f ^diiUiHi 

ehould oome upon the Babylonians in a moigpiit, in^ 

OB»<Ai|f;>'.aad' thai tbate two calamilief ehoidd be 

beigtened tba»''their Mnoat eaiteat, they thmild cmii^ 

'i4ttJ jledbotiiikVf lUs ita liMidly 'aticomf)iihed& 

f6a'>Clie teaiagedy deaiiiiia of hildiag oat iMoy yMrt^ 

dtaua^b tke^baebaBBu»«aiolutte of kSMmg their ivia^ 

alHdicliyriiea; ifterdir that thair proviBaeaa mif^ laal 

leAgw .TlMr^taBadlal malMaareiiaa^afccfeed ia ^'«Mi 

day$f'i«dttd it waa^oeftiaidy a ealaiialy< ** m perfaoHm^f' 

aiaoa thiy ^HHo not oidyihe Miflefeni in -it^ ]wil ttai 

agdMa/oi^il. 'Tina honril' ptctiaation w$- iaefleetuais 

nmA'iBam eonldaBce vain. God had d e o c e d then 

rtdnq' andhnfliaB maaaa, hoivefer plaaiiUd, eotildav4il 

itttm'uMlkkg in f> ro»a ati pg» or even itf pailpottapi^ il^ 

IhaMwega^iid iwen carti^d on-by Darit» ta^Aty aioathii 

iritli&aii>4iltlft ^^RMj^eetof aiiocewy as Cytus had<iii'lb^ 

inastmy^^buttbe fdaea waa again lahenby a llntlar 

fMKyodiftint -an ita oatasa fton tki^ oC Gy«Qs;'ftMlll 

ai^diyusacoeasfiiibwiaitsefieetSv Zepyns.oiihoflb^ 

kfiig1i;jf«MSDl», faamfT' Mittad 4d kinsetf WM of 

the:Morrid«dsaiitMaiaiHits in aae'amoDf theP^ninalhrby 

eattiflfriStf:hisTeaaa and Msa» want to the Bahl^ioai^iNh 

sfid^fatmadin^ Aeaa that:ha had^saiaied'thsaoiiidigH 

'^2!edi!ii.6,7. Sbe'aho^lMiiihxWiii.M. ^•r.l.ir;m#r«45i ! 
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}^m* Hevs^ receiy^ ^mfmg . tbem, .be giadual)^ •«> 
qviic^ 9a jDftueb of th^ oonfidance tbalihft wMt at JMl 
^(rust^ with tb& gavenw^nt of tba. <^l|y, and ;tb»»b9 
^jD»Ued to deliver it up to JDarius, /TbejkfOgiGOMigiifid 
the c^y to pluodor* took away tbe gatsa of iti^ aad.ish 
duQ^ the waUs to onArfcovth of; tliair. feoser .bi^^^ 
About thioe thousand of tba lebela ^mant put^to disasli^ 
aiKl tbo^reat were pardoned. Thua waa thisipiDud oilgp 
bioufbt down to^'^ ait ia tbeduat/'t aiid|^¥(»inp^ asA 
apoil to those wbo bad been << ber sarvanUt'' V»m did 
>' Baj^y)on 9ink/'t and abe naver aftenmufda roae teAi 
^^ $¥il tbat tha Lord brought (on ber» but lait iBtOiVttef 
iiontencipt and dasertion» till not a.veatige pf haii^aila 
m^ left; till she became a '^ poaattaioni for the biHem* 
and pgda of watar/'t a wildaraesa^ aad a perpaimd 
danolation. I have entered more fiiUj mto tbe ^iqtf 
isalati^g to this city, tbat you may again oompaia tfaean 
yiiA the propbecias reapeeting iti and see bow^ieircuffif 
alantially tbey w^e fulfilled, . The. deatracttotiKctf filaj^ 
f^OA tmb p)a«e towarda the and of tba;ai«lh.yQafcitf 
JgarAua.; and, according to the pcomiaaa of God; ta tha 
Jawa> their pio^^it^ kept pace with the deaalaliaaitf 
itbeir former oppraifiors \S for in the baginmng* ofilha 
^(^entb year. of tb^t monarch the temple waa fioiihad 
and dedicated. The festival of this dedication ate kept 
bjR all the people, with great joy; aiot oriy at • Jdraaa^ 
iauiy but in all other parte wheie they raaidad;'<|bf :EBh 
apeciiiea those who had ramained in the landvofi lUr 
fiaptivityy as weU as those wbo bad ratttmed \ a&d'ianb 
tiMis the offmnga as being made by alL iTwelcs ha 

• iMiab xWi. L f Jer. 11. 64. 

X Isaiah xiv. 23. $ Isaiah xiv. 3, 4,. 



number of the twelve tribes of Israel. Tbi» aibidft a 

pcoof tlMHt.sene of the tribes wts oonriderad to be 

entiiitttt; Mid tuppoffts the mfiBieoce thai aome of eaeb 

titbe hiftd ratiuned with Zambbabek Tliia faatival was 

tsaldmiedm tiie twelfth noBtkoftha Jeiwiah year, and 

the.paaaaaav waa kept OD. the fotuteeath day of Aa aait 

taatAy whiob waajtt the beginaiai^ «f the year, aeoanl* 

teg> tfii il» loriginid inalittttioQ.* The cdbaemMe of iMi 

nfa ftaa. gcaaial also^ theatgh it does net appear that 

tiwe peopte came 'ap to Jeniaaleni> fitMii,other paita at 

lAaia, to oelahtale it, aathey alUmuds did. Itia^ry 

U toba b ia that this toleaut iutitation ^ad^ been gveatly 

ntf^Mbtd^ if not altogether diaiagaidad; ainee the jaiga 

ist imddk^ and it k :cantaio that the ciieiuaatanoea of 

ttepeofie^haid not «Hoared of such a oolebfatieB at the 

pcarient,. sinet that time; far Esra taUa ua- that they 

«:^iGspt.Ae ^Baat of oaiaavnded bread setaa dafi with 

jof*: t&iwthe .Lofd had made them joyful, and tuiaad 

4hla lMurtiof4imkiBf of Aaiyria onto them, to alieagthaa 

Iheir haadt in the work of the hoate of Qod, the Qoi 

«tiiita0l." ' While the people aoknaadedfad God aa 

Itoailthar4f ^yi their iMroieSf they weie aat namiadftil 

altbekiaf , throagk whose inatnimeBtallty their natkniail 

MMtefoit was praoMted. One of the gatea of ^ir temple 

aiaa aayedthe fate of Shaahaa ; , and OD h was a scalp- 

tBnd.represeatolkm of that place, in memory of the 

dactee published by Darias from thesce. This gate is 

aaid to have reouuaed till the time when the temple was 

dakra]fad by the Romans ander VespasiaB. I forgot 

to toll you that ^e period which elapied from laying 

the foundation of the temple in the second year of 

* See note G. 
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the gigMtic power of tbe Pcnrimin It ia natniy in- 
lentum to enter particularly into the nebitran of thoe 
events^ whh whadi joa are peihapt ^unitiart and mEhkfa 
•le to be found in the hietDriee of the natiooa more in- 
OMdiately eoneened in them; bat I ahaH advert totire 
or three circumetancet, at being conocctiad with maatk 
history by piophecy. While Dariat^ ta the latter port 
of his feign, was making preparatioBS to rppeir the de- 
that his amy had saslaiaed in Gveece» under Ifer^ 
aias, the Egyptiaas, thinkiagthe oeeasiop farooadbfeto 
their Tiews^ revolted against him ; aad endeavoarad to 
meintsia their independenoe. Darias, no way kapedtd 
by this event, determined to make war on tttaa, aodoo 
the Greeks at the same tine; bat ia the inidat of ha 
proparatbns he was overtaken by death, ia tbe thdrtf^ 
seventh year of his laign. The suceession to the Per- 
sian empire had been settled on Xerxes, the aeooad son 
of Daiins, who peaceably ascended the tbn»ne, and 
pnrsued the course his father had marked ont^ in la 
peeparatiops ibr war against Greeee aad £gypt« His 
fitst operations were diieoted against the latter; andim 
•access was equal to ins desire; for he qaieklyaabdueii 
the rcpvokers, and made the yoke they had attanptad to 
shake off heavier than baibie. It is acareely needlvi 
to remind you dmt this was a faither fulfilment of God*i 
dennnciatk>ns against the kingdom, which be had said 
should always be base» Xerxes; elated by his sucGess 
ia Egypt, detenained on the invasioa of <jrreeee, is 
which he engaged the Carthagmians to second htm, by 
attacking the Oreckm colonies in Sicily and Italy; that 
they mif^t not be able to assnt the modier coaatry, 
against which his immediate efforts were to be directed. 
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%as dftctaaii4it Biiriiw fa«riag confinMd. Urn yg r p^ii i 

of CM to«Mrdi U»:itiv0y.and fimUiKlid the dnigVMi nf 

.thdirjeocnkli^ uouitenrtlpted.piwimty awaii . lo.faMf 

is«ikjdbRrod}.tbem dmkig tbe nign of thi» kingy. m4 

3khBtii>f «iiM «i]BDett(ir4. The iHitorj of ft xivIimii duriuc 

pswrvflskhaBttfibrds w]^ faMbvet mifieieiiity premimM^ 

:toatttncl;^ftaotioe'iif i>elMU0ny o? adorn tbi deMap^ 

>$kBaMi€>i hatamoaa. .Ou .year is to like.aiiother»..lliil 

vdieubqM&ief tnMr:tt seoicilj penaeonBd} wUley.UiA'ji 

^BUxttk^cHlifltaeMa, itpunuMftocoHiie, luituffltdJif 

itDnna^iinnpafad fay Bocka. The premiMa itfOod i0 

ithgf) Jwysfitegp daily fnUiifed in tlwic<|iiiet etyoyncni'Of 

Ufaidi^imTilBgea » hit people* ISie iMidnaajMl ^^oolgr 

4itted^/a«l towai,"* hut bkned widi fraitfioIiieM. The 

JditHf mam actaUt tod iiAabitHL <« <Md Bitai aadadd 

nbineit dfwelt m Ifaem, each ieanlnyoo Ui.steff ier.!i«gr 

age;n jod i^ the rt w cte of their ciliea wen fidl of hays 

jaadifMsy plafiag in the atfteta^dnreof/'f in^dris 

^miues^mt. am to acoonat te a period of moei idnai 

dfty ypan » iairhMdi the Jemh wiitenart afaiioeiaileii$; 

<h<>ffffBiinnatien of the dccraee ol Danes .h^: XefeBEeii^in 

'dBfimtyearDf UiBeiga; and the death of Jedbaa^ 

hi^ priest, about two yean after, beiag the only^ftats 

recorded by them. This intenral was, however, a period 

of the greatest interest to other nations, being, as you 

doubdess know, that in which the Oiecian states were 

so oonspkniously distinguished by their successes against 

* Eiekiel JxaH, 9, 10. t Zechsriah viii. 4, 6« 
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0¥ the li^^th, of X«Kf«» m the tw«»t9«-lllM ytHst-^fM^ 

ti^ throsie, Ha is .txmaidegmi to*fa» :tiM4ttiii&«ifbft^ilr 
G^IW Ahaauenw in tha :Bo(di« o^ !BidMir» Mi^ctfMta^' 
qu^otly a very interp<tk>g oh»g»cter »i«thg MMl in^lie^ 
Jewish nfi^oo, I c<»ohidi^ that yoa art weii«a ^^iji ift m>< * 
with tl^e Donative eontaioed in tfcitfMrtof ^orifiltii^t'^i^ 
ahall not tbeo^qie repeat it» bvit Mly MtPmith^t^M^im'' 
as you may not yet have met with on the aafafacfi^ h e g giilg ^ 
yon to refer e<mtinuaUy to the BiUby.whiek 70* wiU^itff^s 
CQ^rai^,, \^Yn always at hand while mtdiiig' my iMtMi" 
Thf.first cjrciiffistaiioe we nptiaep is the iijigfliis iiiins 4«d' * 
miinifio^np^ of the kiog in his myal feeat, Afae^apUHidSSir * 
ofi whJ^h: Qiust haTe.siupassed .all .that wa>caiiiinMigflM; * 
It 13 pleading to pbierve^that hehadrwiadyaiiftin^tKi*' 
tl^.o(wsequQ9C^ of this luxurious banqwat, .faiJnmrftpU r. 
layftb^t; non^e should compel otfaea tia excmAiiimil 
bounds of tempaninoe., H<iiw much it is fto <be mguimA* ' \ 
that, in Christian countries, a rule guile itmhaay #>^Mi 1 ^ 
is top frequ^tly predominant; even in a seoial liiamm f 
part|[, compulsiou,.eitfa/er of urgency or ridietifai^iaisfken* 
• Isiiahxlvi. 1,3. B^.9^ Jawaiisli U % li. 44, 41s ttt. 



^^/winlHMtii liftoobeiiif aM «troft|r dri^k as muImss.'' 

t^ JH^^miB^i tm^pHn^^m -yottelf, i» he wotid »«( 
have required the qiieen to come and atKiir betMlf to hhr 
lord^ and pdnoes. The cuttonui of Persia required that 
ladieft should not associal^ with any persons but those 
of their own sex ; and it was oh this account that Vashti 
made a separate feast -ffr tiie wdmen in another palace 
belonging to the king. Scenes of festivity are seldom 
ipi^,<<pHBfaiat l^ piwdonoe^ th^n to temp^ran^e. l^e 
TMIW»|ifriiitiglhal an hnull wasoftred, made no allow- 
^ticji^ iDinmsMttWK^es; but, instead of begging to be 
viJUOHmiikf Ufgjng the issfMOpriety of complistnce, seht 
a,994MfO mtnmd'hj tiia king's ehatnberltuns, who cam^ 
t^vmi9fih0i^ Tliekiiig bdng greatly-displeased, con- 
atlt^Mhif aoven eovaaeUon,^ as to the punishment he' 
ONi^ t»' iniiat iipan Vashti. They advised him tb put 
hi^Tftway fram being queen, and to take another in her' 
8t8ad«'>AMauae her example might inftuence all the* 
waviMbf Fenia, aa well as the ladiies of th^ court, to ' 
r^Mt^ftfaa aiH^iQf^ of ^leir husbands. An intemperate ^ 
feiaat^.fia: wUdky as we are toid, the king^s h^art was ^ 
immf imfhiurine/ was not a fit seasjcm for th^ efiactmi^t 
of 'atmnr ias^, or fdr- passing judgment on an offender;- 
audtim kmg^.wh^n his wrath was appeased, seems to | 
havfarrimcHibefed Va^xti with tender regret, which Vaift ' 
pitokiUy'heighlaaad by the tmpossiblUty of retracting 
tfaB;aBa«fl|ie0 agaiast her. Thus far w6 may consider the 
naassthe in amoral poiat of view,' and gather from it ' ' 
ves^rpr^&taMe refleetioiis^ both on the vanity and de- * 
ceitfuIatsiof.WQarliHy pleasures, which always brmg dis- 

* See note H. 



M nstaaicAL unnmxAu 

appointment, «ndft«qiieiidy dirtrsw ia tbeir tiwi s aad 

also on llie daagers of ifl tompo wace, by wUdi-aom are 

too often involved in nrenediable Hwery'of liedj and 

flouL Btit there ia anollierTiiw, in^^vUdi we ara hence- 

forth to regard the events relstad in this book, I torn 

that of the orer-ruling Prorkienae of Aimi|^h)ty Gtod, nlo 

can make even^< the-wraA of man to praiae \mn^* and 

who, on this oceaeioii, raiaed an orphan giaLla the^dig- 

nity of a queen, that she might beeome*instciuBeiilid to 

the preserration of his people. There am seveiaieheiai- 

fitancea in the narmtiye, from uliich we may ittfer tbtt 

Esther had been pionsly educated ; and that "atie was 

no tess amiable in disposition, tiiata kfialj m <p90D. 

The preference given to her by Hegai waa donbtkasifs 

in the cases of Daniel and Joaephv from the Lord; bat 

^ike them, she had tio donbt devoted her youth to ibt 

God of Israel ; and her moderation/vrtien taken 4x> tbe 

royal palace, proves that she was superior t^ the-dhne- 

ments of a court, or the iksciiiatiaa of panonul vaiikif. 

Could she have asked any thing on behalf <af lier. wacky 

she would probably have made a request for iiiiD4 bat 

he had desired her not to ackno^irtedge faiaa ; aradibow- 

ever painful such a aileoce about oat ao4(ear to her, she 

^served his injunction, even after she was raiaed to the 

throne ; doing* ** the comnmndment of MovdeoM like as 

when she was brought up with him." It waa itf>t.ioiig 

before she had an opportoaity of introdoeing Mordeeai 

to the king's notice, as one who bad diaeovMed a plot 

against his life. The matter being inyestigated» A^oon- 

sphrators were punished, and the.ciioumstaaoea of tl^ 

guilt, with the means of its disoovery, wese SQcocded in 

the annals of the kingdom. We may easily suppose 

Esther felt some disappointment that the signal service 



AXtrhXERXESIS. Ai 'C. 407. 99 

erf MopdkMai tvcis net regarded { dua, howev^, was a 
tight ^Mvctika in compamon of Aat preparing for her 
by' HiffiaMi, m-whichy not oaly the preckMM' life of her 
.^ii^W waa thraatetted, bat the otter extirpation of the 
SMilk>a 4^ which she belonged. We are not expiesaly 
%M, m^iyliordeoai refuaed to Haman the h(Hnage of 
oteisaaoer^hioh- waa oideced by the king himself; but 
we tBmst ^aelude that it waa ieom aome cogent motive, 
-wlieMby ba iras indooed to obey God rather than man ; 
and iPovQr die aontezt it i» generally supposed to have 
%ieeii- Hie descent of Haoian by which he waa influ- 
enced** 

•Unman'* n^ at this •disrespect must have been very 
^great^ if we judgo of it by the vengeance he meditated ; 
yet, ^oomtier like^ he repressed the violence of his feel- 
ings till he could gratify them to the utmoet. The 
tneaairFO he- resolved on has, I believe, no parallel in 
history: the destructaoA of a whc^C' nation in revenge 
lor a personal affront offered by^an individual, implies a 
degrei^of tui^ude to which it is to be hoped few afttain. 
Hainan-s anxiety in this matter was subjected to- a con* 
siderable delay by his superatition ; for he cast the lot in 
^tj/lr$i mdndi» to ^determine m what month and on 
whet day of' ^ month he < should execute his horrid 
"purpose ; and the lot falling in the twelfth month, it 
wto suspended till that time; Here again we behold 
the latetposing arm of the Lord outstretched ^for the 
protection of his people, who, by this delay of eleven 
inonlhs, had time to pursue such measures for their 
safety as might -be allowed 'them. Haman's impati^ice 
urged hin^tO'get the- decree 'immediately ; it was there- 

*- He is supposed to ha?e been tn Anralekite. E8t!»er Ki. 1 . 
£xodtt8 XTU. 14--16. 



s^ye^l p)^viuQe34 Ihe yc^ry d^y^ after.}ie:ba4 ci^O^;^ 
lot. Th^ jmmy .Hamnn . offered . the kmg 4»uKt -, j^f 
been a gr^at sacrifice on ibia part;* lt.^aaj^tfi^<)e49£Hi^ 
compenBation of the |osa that wojald.be auatafQ^ftObj^it 
king's treasury, by the; de^ttb oind v^my #id^«ct8.< 1^ 
Uind partiality of Abasueru^ for, bi^ fay^^^ up^^fliii 
him to remit this suxa; and tbi^ is by.ii.o jneaf^Ssfs^ 
jpri^Dg, after he had been p:3ei^led on. .ta Qonc^d^l^f^ 
liye^ of ^0 many persons to his mei^ r^qju.^, ..vitb^j^ 
h^sit^tloQ, ox inquiry. Th© jealousy oC A4i^99tir(;<p»m^ 
is ever on the watch^ and his suspicious {ea^ f^^'^ifs 
bim an easy dupe to the aiAifice opc.csirtt^b^i'Qfjfn^i^ 
prising apd tyrannical ministers* It isf,shoc^if)|;f^,^ 
observe with how little concern the.lfwg,])^;;8^^ .t)|f; 
decree be bad i^ued». While thepuWie^B^^qf^-.i^ 
sterns to have peq[klexe4 and a^tat^ ^h^ Buj^jj^f^ 
be and Haman sat dow^ to. drink. The jpublijCia.tjcff\ pf^ 
the decree in all the provinces^ caused hqiv^ii^^ipq^^I^ 
ing and fasting an^ong the j^ews. Th^^e . jpjf^ Jjwli^ ^^ 
Jerusalem are pQt expre^^ly Qi^iticmed^.bijit.tjiey w^ 
doubtless included. Esther in thiQ ine^ntw^ m^xy^fon^ 
ignorant of all thai; was passing. M her iaj^iu^y ,to tb/| 
Jews was not known, the subject wa9 uol meptione^ijtjfi 
her; and as no persona in the garb.pf ^LOj^rB^fs.w^^ 
adoiitted within the precincts of the. palace^ Haxd^iCfij^ 
no longer ** walked every day before the qpurt^o^ fii^ 
women's house^ to know how Esther did*" U is ^9^f^ 
be, supposed that Esther was long before sbe.ma^f 
inquiry about her uncle; for when she foui^l he .^^^ 
absent on some mournful occasion, she sent imiUffiMtfilyr 

, *,. 10^000 tiUea^ of «ilv«rA iC Jewisb talents, ftaioiuit'.tO/ai9ie>lhta 

4,000,000 sterling. , .. . .jn.ni -iii 
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- o- c^mfjrtf him. Hi* rrfusa! df !ief oiFeired kindness 
-*x<^itfid her alarm ; «nd she deputed one of her cham- 

3etf&im, to whdm she seems to have'confided the secret 

!>F lief Irifidred,' to {nqniitg of Mordercai what it Was that 

cani^ his grief, and why it was he refused to he com- 

. toirted; The return of Hatach with a copy of the decree, 

. ^nA^ihtl command of her uncle to present herself before 

the kftig, contrary to law, plunged the queen into the 

.deepest grifcf and perplexity. She sent her confidant 

\ again to Mordecai, telling him that her life might be 

u fbffUtied by complying with his desire. Mordecai, how- 

I ev«rr, tot* a different view of the subject. He knew 

I that the Lord would not forsake his people ; and that 

^ though the decree was according to the law of the 

• Afedes fmd Persians, which altereth not, the promises of 

^ God could not be rendered ineffectual by the purposes 

i dFmin, nor 'his Providence counteracted by the edicts 

I 6f princes. He went even farther into the matter, and 

^ indulged the hope that Esther's elevation was a mer- 

j itfttl • provision of the Omniscient for this exigency, 

« EistUer, less 'experienced in the ways of God, was not so 

) satiguihein her expectations ; yet she resolved to pur- 

( sue the measure enjoined by her uncle as an imperious 

, duty r and only required a delay of three days, in which 

I she ^aftd her maidens might in humiliation and prayer 

, seek the help and protection of Almighty God. The 

I takk she had to perform was one of extreme difficulty, 

I considered either in' an active or passive point of view. 

Her venturing into the king's presence uncalled, was 

p^Aaps ^n unprecedented measure, and required great 

fesohitioh ; while the assuming of a cheerful counte- 

naiKKv so foveigii to €he emotiont of fear and grief in 

her heart, demanded a still greater share of fortitude 
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and'self-pdssession'. It is ndt «ady to HAaj^tne^'ft "mbtie 
criticiBd situ&tioB than that of 'E8lhef^;wliil6awailliig'h^ 
sentence oC life or death firom the'kkig^i buf ilie'liikl 
committed herself, to- the cate of Hicb wbo^n^ef dkH)^ 
points the hop^s of hilt confiding -set^nMs;' aM'b^ 
disposed the heart of AhasneniS' notoriy t^^ktendthe 
emblem of protection tocher, but to ptomise oMnf^kMe 
with her request, «ven i^dtid it requite thelialf ^ttf 441 
kingdom. The transition from a state ei.UxMbi^^&t- 
pense to one of safety and liope, must faaVe Iteen^lilitt^it 
overpowering td the tender frame of ttie young ^^ii^n, 
who probably felt too m'nch c^ti^edto pre£^ h^t'te-- 
quest at this time; and therefore invited ^Ufig^ Id' b 
banquet in h^r apartments. We «re - not^ ttM 'wif 'She 
invited Haman also ;' but as he 'seems to havelbeetf'^ 
companion of the king's convivial enjoymeffts, the teta- 
quet might not have been so Agreeable to-'thelilttibr 
without him. S6me pearson^ halve 6etfject»te4''tlAt 
Esther nobly determine fo accuse HamaaWh^'^ai^ 
sent; but it is hardly to be supposed that she win^d 
desire the company of one so unwoMiy, tofdrt^ fttai 
such a motive. However it may be, the-^aii' waB>lK> 
doubt concerted by her abd Mordecai ; adl fts stcMM 
committed, by the prayers of many, to tfete 4d)Miiiee 
disposal of Almighty God. l^e king ieemi \3d iMsve 
' been much pleas^ 'with Esther's entertaints^trias be 
again urged her to make some request, ^whenlly hie 
might give her a's^al nmrk of his foya! favour. ISmt 
deferring till the next day the im^rtant cause «he had 
to plead, is not easilyto be accounted for.' Perhi|ls it 
was according to a previous arrangement ; or slie'tsight 
have felt still nnable to speak on the subject This i^an 
only be matter of conjecture; fant it is ceilaiQ thai the 



d^ay vaa by God's Pfovideoce oyerrraled to tke Qon«- 

fi^iAnuaMtiw. of lug. purposes* Haman's pride at the dis* 

tiiE^tion eoiifeRiedx>n him by the queen, and his morti- 

fitfsatiuB at. th& neglect of Mordecaiy are admirably de- 

pic^^ byhia own aeoouBt to his assembled relatives 

diid finonds* His ejMwpte affords a striking proof of 

tisie inaiifficiency of honours and riches to human hap- 

{KDi^Sfi*' Who that had seen him come forth from the 

^cmquetf *^ joyful and with a giad heart/' as the prime 

£^y#lirit$'Of th^ king and queen, would not have pro- 

noiNftsed hio. a happy man ? And who, after hearing 

t)»e.cecital of his dignities, honours, and wealth, would 

Imve expected to hear him say in conclusion^ '^ All this 

avail^th Vke nothing," or would have supposed that the 

4!PQtQaipt of an obscure individual couldcounterbalance 

m^ distiv^ons as those to whiph he had attained ? 

:W)l^Il be had resolved on the death of Moidecai, his 

i^alifnity vraa gratified, but he was not the less restless 

j^odrimeasy. Haman however was not the only restless 

.{PESOn, ios.^^ On that night could not the king sleep," 

«Bd tkd, minister'a impatience to see his royal master 

.wai» anticipated in a manner he little expected. It is 

H^ possibles^ perhaps, to conceive the tormenting rage 

that filled his heart, when he found himself obliged to 

t^itcnidi on behalf, of Mordecai, the plan he had devised 

forliiaown exaltation* Mordecai seems to have been 

iio.i*ay elated by the distinction conferred on him ; for 

. iius aaid^ '^ he returned to the king's gate." Little did 

jk 4CMigiae how narrowly he had escaped destruction ; 

laadasHttle did Esther apprehend that any fatal con* 

aequeafce could ensue to her uncle, Arom Uie apparent 

/avo^r shown by her to his enemy. Thus it is conti* 

A^^Uy with us : dangers impend over us, and conse- 
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which if not averte^ ]by the wa^hful ^iX)i^idaiH:;e of £k^ 
would prove destructive of our peace» IM34 Mvvc4i(e w^ui 
misery and ruin. This should e:(cite our. ^mokfu^gf^ 
not only for tlu^se' daily mercies which ai^. fayWjTV.fy^ 
conspicuous^ but for the lacge jaeasurei ^'^P^f^^fifff^ 
safety we enjoy, in, a .world abounding with^fK^^ipMrf^af;^ 
dangers. Esther must have beengteatlj eiyx^^age^ Jy 
^e distinction, conferred on her uncle at fo,4rfifj(?%k'f' 
moment. His loyalty was now made ajpp^iiiy,.||^iii(i 
her appeal to the king> would afford adijcef^f. c^jcxp^a^if^ 
tion to the assertioa of Haman, that 'f it wm pflir^ffg 
the king's profit to suffer the Jewa jn bis.^tmjni^n^'' 
This interposition of Qod*s Providence, ooqld hacdly>)^ 
misunderstood; it was so evidently acccucded..tpr<tt|9 
united prayers of bis people, and so opportun^ely a fi ordf^ 
iix the time of their need, that Esther wa3 iloubU^ 
emboldened to prefer her suit to the kii^, in hi^po^ 
confidence that it would be rendered effectual .h};%^ 
ICing of kings* Haman, on the other hand, 89:»f, m {t)f§ 
event only a presage of his own ruin, though, he,ki;^ 
nothing of the queen's concern in the affair. Ju^fefif/^l 
simmers kaow the Lord only as a God of jjustice^ tlt^Ws 
fpre the changes effected by his Pr^videni^ &f^u?P^ 
alarm their consciences, and fill them withrtlip9e.|£Qm 
which are emphatically called the terrors of ihe^^jpl^i^ 
The character of thin unworthy favourite waa 9p tn^ 
despicable, that no one seems to have commil9ei;at$^]^| 
downfall ; for on the first intimation -of the ,kuff*f^ 4^ 
pleasure, the officers of the p^ace were ready toin^p^y}}> 
him, as wanting in loyal attachment to the {persist of ,U§ 
royal master^ and his having conspired ti^e^^o^ t f on^ff)^ 
whpm the King owed so ,miich,. wa^ ^^urgjed in *^|plPJi fll5 
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r iecimtion. It is not indeed unlikely tliat Hamdh 
spired to the throne: his desire to appear in public 
^vriiOi tdt'tbe insignia of royalty; fully declares his am- 
liftibti/ and he 'was probably waiting only till his plans 
^vtt^rerHnatnred, or a suitable occasion offered to declare 
-fvimsi^. ' ' By the death of Haman the Jews were de- 
Hinefed^fifom their chief enemy ; but the decree which 
iistd^gone fortb against them could not be recalled, 
'^be-'lnng, however, gave unlimited power to Esther and 
[ lif chteodi to frame another edict, by which the Jews 
i 'sImMA be aHowed to arm in their own defence, to with- 
. '^tftnS' any 'attempts made by their enemies to destroy 
them, and to take the life and spoil of all who should 
L assault them by virtue of the former decree, on the 
; thirteeniih day of the month Adar. This edict was 
y tsstied just two months and ten days after that of Ha- 
i tn^m, and was forwarded with the utmost despatch into 
^ the hundred and twenty-seven provinces of the empire, 
: whei^'it caused to the Jews joy and gladness, a feast 
, ftttd -k good' day ; and so fully declared the care of the 
Gdd of Israel for his people, that many of the heathens, 
• struck 'by their wonderful preservation, separated them- 
selves from idols, and became worshipers of the true 
t Qod/ The joy of Esther in being the instrument of her 
I people^s deliverance, was doubtless very great ; and we 
1 timf^ certain, that it was augmented by the advance- 
I ment of her beloved uncle, who would now have free 
t access; to h'er,' and share not only the delightful feelings 
of her ^eart' on this occasion, but those a£fbctionate 
f Attentions which it must have been so painful to her to 
[ iri&hbld. Her piety and that of Mordecai are conspi- 
f cuofos' throQghout the naitative, and the perpetual re- 
! te^bmnce ^njoi&ed by them of God's merciful protec- 

f2 
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tidif, «f<)«d» ft ptcttf of iiit^lifrif ^rafthode'^Nilk wkicMr 
they alckAo#l6(ige*it^^ : "^ . i^ ♦ r*, .. - . ,> 
. TheJi»w8KtiHoommeiiioiate:tbitdhalmm 
dfuiiig thre^ da^^iii' tlieiii<mtbAdar.''-TUJMi tfaey 
observe as a Hkst; beinnue that day* 'iii»«li^&fc:btt'Ai 
thdir deslructkm : the i4t&'aM HUktiuspoSM^s^^ 
a fettiTa};'.b(Biiig theNdays'^ott viiidi"th^>^6iiiihplKd 
OF^r ih^r eaemieB.^ The fart tthey cbH 1km ifefatifif tBbt»* 
kk; 4iieii9ttvid isnittMd te feast <»f9untaii. QrAi? 
6^»ioa &« BiMk^f £stherisvtolaDuiiyifeMnBiU»ftfaBir 
i^f&agfOgues; flndwfaeravertfae aamsvCIianiadbboiDrav 
they express their detesttitioii of hk ehavacter/by dap^ 
ffrng wit^ their hands, stampiDg. vitk^thek feet^aB4 eit-t 
efeeiknffig, <* Let his meatiory petiah^^ 
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\v reviewiog'the. Bodk of Btther, LhareFtenSted fnMs 
the regtiiar order of thae, that 1- might.nQt iatmmiptlte 
ccnirse'~of tint wonderfid aanatiiBS^' The^plot of 'Hsanail 
#fts defealed in tfie tsrdfth year of ArftutenceBt ^bft 
^ii«e»af e many important events taeorded .t>f tHe -Jears 
^t' Jerusalem', whteh.took place ataa eaiMcr ^riod of 'his 
]^e%B. ^ For iafotmatioB respectiag diete,. we nmstr^tnni 
tO'die seventhr chapter of dU Book offisva.' ' HoRttthls 
esicellsiit ntttt obtained Iroia tiie king all-diat: beis^ 
<)«ested, or by what meand he was mtEodaeed toifaih 
*n<^tiee^ we are not' pos&ittriy tdd. He Very properly 
'ascribes aH to the Grdat Hist Gatise, the ^and «f rdie 
£jDid hIsGed apon Um^ but eomaientators baiwriD- 
^f^r^ that Brther was in soue way jastraiaentaiiiojdie 



IkvDur fikMm Um Iq^ AitKxtnieft; i«i4^4ieM^,iB,toi& je%^ 

son for rejecting the inferroeey asjht wta «t-.ttiattim0 

reoeb«diate:tlie(kiuig'sli9ine^^Qd- giecMf beloved; by 

htmjr titovgkiiiot yel niiad tQ the digi^ty frf* V*4an« 

£ara!kafl^ftte|Naed.lii8lieiat^.not imly to leA thektlr 

o£ kbrOodyiandito da it^lnili;abo to teneh it ia ItHMl; 

^aad rdie ixnrd: graoiMdji anowend .the dosirei. of his 

ktert^aINl^,dii^atdAke kisg to empower Mm f«Uy«lo 

psteo^ iaifce noik ke mno aiho«t to undwiako; > By. 

lAiBidAlsraa ti.AitHMmmMr Bna wM.opy^ioled ^oMroor 

ofiiiiodab JwdiJijiiMihiii; with molhofity to. MteUiA 

emy tlliii^jaeoaediaif^ to the ksvk'Of CM; and wi^ 

tko pov^ref lifis and. death, toaee tfaattdioae lama wera 

tau^t and enlbiced. .< To.all nhn ware willtng. to am* 

brace thii oppcNrtunityof letuming- to the laad of Judah, 

the king gave .perauaiiQn .to accompany Ezra ; and 

fourteen handled and forty-six penons, with their fa- 

mitiesy took advantage of thia penniaaion. The king 

and his counsellors sent offerings of great value for the 

■NvicBroMba-Gbd'af.Iand; and empoweiod Eararoo^ 

anlytorjatsa a^eo ntril witian among the iewa in Bahg^ 

kaiiai^'bait toapply tojthe king'atieaaiiiiars in Syria and 

fidestmev far wiiatevor^more waa neadlol for tthe honie 

of^Godii Axtamaam meoB to hwia been aonmaitffd 

^idCk the! dp c fCBa ^ (Syma.aad Dwius; for tbeiej^a 

iCBMiijuddeainnlaiity to them w that adiieh he enaeted. 

'JmtlKlkttQFpart of it» he enjoinalfaat'whaiteFecwai or- 

dsred hyitheiGod of heaven^ should bedeoie dil%9ntly 4 

4eitotfaBse.thonU bo wratk against the king and his 

^faaflffidiKk plainly indicatea thai he was not ignQpeant 

jD&tke jadgnmnts God had .uillietad on the pnnoas;9f 

-Aiernations. AaafortiierlostiaHHiyof lu«T^aen|lioi||» 

the king exempleddK psiasta, Uff^^mi-jfii otheis 
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t%i^m tiiibttler £s&i aa^reoeinag tbA decBMi0f.jlbtaW; 
Xfeje)(Q»^ ^exprettMl fais {tenia joy liyiblouBigoiUK^ljMAi 
Q9di>f bratl, who had p«t>sucb a thingi id) A&kiiiigrftI 
hmxtiU> beautify tfa« hovnofth&LonlAt'vleMsalmsi 
Wbeft h9 had -afltewbltd the people vriho^vriahedwd^iicei 
Qc»epai>y hiin, he'ramanad witb than inttoitBiiikM^/ 
days, during whiok he feriawed- them^ and aeltled:^lhif 
o^or af. their, jouraey. Finding tbat. theroyitnreatiod 
L^te among theai» he sant/ a depntoticki toiiddo^atn 
Gi^iphia, to requioe mittirtcsa for. the hoateiibfoCtodio' 
llhesQtwere oalled upon to aitciompany the.tnnalhrayt 
as^^otteiata for them in holy lAiingB by tiw vay.raij 
^ilas! to be Ae baanra of the holy ifBEods^'ltotfisflfi' 
^l.jQfferinga of the people, and theioffeninga nmditlHp', 
t^ king and his ooonaelloni* As soon aathesexninisR" 
t^ anired^ Eera proclaimed a salemn lEiat,«iid hnmUgfi t 
si&pplialted the guidance and proteeftion of Aimighiyri 
God^ lor. himself and all that were witb fans. . Hafvi) 
bf^tifuUy does this holy man exi^aintiiejoaiiBarof himi 
n^ requiring a eonvoy to gnaidihiB puma oompaiiiy^' 
a«d their devoted treasures! '< I waaaaknned/'.aa]^; 
h$i..<' to lequire of the kinga band of soldican nandc 
hpii^Miea.tO/help .ua i^;ainsl the enemy. in the'Hay pj 
b^i^^ise Me bad spoken nnto the kmg^ sayrag^ Ihei 
h%n^.af our .Qod is upon all theanfiw^good^. Adtomsdc^. 
him.r but his power and his wrath is agpaanai nil Ihani?. 
^§^>fomake him."* Bsia experienoed the Massing* ofi( 
him Jf whoae hope the Loard is/'f and arriired.saftly.ati 
J^insaleas/liQiHr montha alter: faia fint aetliagonL • Qar-tt. 
iqg^-fQsled • three fdaySy ha began haapublio/niiniBtiy.byr> 
d^^ring-np the rsasels of sitFer' and gold^ by. numbiii- > 
}*:Baa fiti4>nj ■ ' - . 't Ms8q(adionrii.9;>>.i ^- tt 






andr'we^hlf'to. gutb of th« pntttexnd Lmttti ttkcpt^ 
tkeJtieasuMS of ^it templa. Afe tlii» tim6,'ttiMS IhioM 
Wbo-hail eomeviiidi' faim offinedk bomtHoimDgt tt» lll^ 
Loni, aoDtrdiiig toliie original nsmbtr of the tribes of 
latmsA, «s.^on>a fonner occaakm. Eira'a ttaact' caie 1M» 
te Jd ki W M ac the 'kail's oiden to the goyosnoia of tbo ae-' 
veaoil pvDTMcea) who, coiiipl^iBgi wkh all that ^raa ft^ 
cpdied. of Jthem, fajve amatanoe to the Jefiro, for the* 
emfaelKihinCTit of Aa tamplBy and lor the oftringa to be 
nuide^thara Thnvfar all «n pnapefona aadpleaaatit; 
bdt:)ille?<feuEtlifiil' mitiater bad aotm a.Torj pamful duty- 
toF'petfeini; fiar aome of the priiieeacaaieto iafennhiAi* 
that. A» paople bad made affinitgr with the uMatrociB* 
inludtitaaita of Ate land^iind were thaa aedaced to fol- 
low thteiv'eril enatom. Nor mm thk fatal tnuaagiflsaioir 
cenfined^to the paoaar aort of people onlyy Ibr many of 
tb^ tprmcea. and ndeia had bean .cooapiciioualy foriMffd 
iq[ilL. 31ie grief and diaaoay of Exra at this intelligeiitie 
deprived fane of tiie power of uttarance. Though he 
haii aot.afaaied in the goiit of the people^ be felt the 
daepeqtrbumaity on aooonnt of k; and this wiW'tbe' 
pieaailfaig aentiBient of all who legardad the boaoiMr' 
alidmiithofiCy of God, or conaideied the inevilable ruin 
to'^wUdi a'depaitnie from him would expoaa Cham.' 
Biid knew that the aacrifiee of God is e bieheitand' 
cdbtBte beart; tbarefiirey at die time of the en^eniiig' 
sseriftce, he sMde a poUic oonfeaaion and auppMeation* 
id the name of all the people ; recounting Ood^s merdea 
t44^ards;tbem, and expatiatfaig on the ain and danger 
ofw^ktitag bialaws, aa their feesftithera baddoaie. IHe 
dmut sorrow of tbiaesedlent man bad the daafcr^d^ 
e§kiti and his prayer, received a nercifu) answer; ^Hv 
the Lord.teuehed the hearts of the people sdlfa^com- 
punction, so that they shed tears of penitence; and 
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BMUiyofthenileiB Ottie to Etara^ and ofifei^ to esiter 
ioto a eof¥fxmatf tUt aH tlie atratige wwesj whk -tiie 
chttdren Aej bad bofne, ilicmld be pnt away. ^^Attat^" 
said they, ^'ft>r Ms matter bdongetb UBto'lbee; we 
abo will be witb diee ; be of good coaiBge and tio it^ 
Tbim enbomagedt Bam fmmediataly aiose and-encfeMf 
from tbe priestS) the Levitest and ^le peoplev att otiQi 
that they would do aceofdmg to thia pcoposai of fhe 
princes. When he had thua bionght them ii^o a so- 
lemn covenant^ he consented to remain in one of the 
priest*s chambers; though he stfll observed a rigid fast 
on acconnt of the transgression of the peo^^e. A pro- 
clamation was next issued, reqmring all the p«o^iio'- 
assemble at Jemsslem within three daysy imdaritiie: 
penalty of being severed from theoon9BgatiQl^ aad^ol 
forfeiting their possessions. Thia aseenbly toolc plaofr: 
in the ninth month, in a season of much raini|itfaeio^ 
fore when Eara called upcm tbe people to aekpowJedge 
and fomke their transgression, they oenseBted: .^astb 
one voi<^ to do so; bat begged him to send'titenKteck. 
to their several cities, and cite themfiontheacai^sspiev 
oessively, till all shonld have complied with Ma trnprn^: 
tions; and the wrath of Gkxi should be^tunnd Aom 
them. Ezra yielded to their desiie, and mthcths^aa* 
sistance of some.of the princes, examined axidvdecidBd 
all the causes that were brought before .them 4nnag 
three months, till they had made an end. witbuattvthB 
men that had taken atrange wifos t among «bomi«ese : 
many of the )meaU, Levites, and nobles oflaraol. -.lAil? 
who were convicted, agreeing to do aoeordsng'ld tfaorkiii ] 
of God, and to abide by the oath they ^hadmedievftfev.' 
sented a ram of the jfioek iw ikmt treapais/. (EBis: 
traasac^on «loaesi the Book of £ava ; i bnt i«e shail jmti: 

* Leviticttf vi. 6. 
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y e^ tak^ l^ve ot bim. He if wpfiOMd lo haye emi-* 
ii^ hia oftoo of ^vcamor till the afyoifitpmiof 
tythiiteen yean after; though ooAurther men* 
tioi» is made of him in the iBteffmediate time. Abouit 
five yean. after the appountment of Ezra, and in the 
saixie y^ar that Haman's plot waa defeated, died Joa- 
cbijin the hif^ priest. He waa tucoeeded by his son 
£lia8hib. . 



LETTER XX. 

Thkhk is in the iniith chapter of the* Book of Daniet a 
TealarUUe pro{rfiecy, to which I must call your atten* 
ti^nr at this time; as it is that which determined the 
peiiod ^f our Lofd^ Advent. The angel Gabriel in«» 
foomir Daniel, ^at <^ Seventy weeks are delennined 
npon^has peepky and upon hi» holy city, to jMM the 
ttwuffrmkm^ to make an tnd of tin$j to make tecan^ 
odiailomfb^'tinquityj to bring in tverUuttng righteous 
neet^ta seaivp the niehn and prophecy y and to anotnf 
th»:miHt JMff/' In prophetical language, weeks are 
sonniimes used in allunon to the sabbatical years; and 
insliead! d seven days, consist of as many years. The 
sevMy .weeks thas reckoned, amount to four hundred 
and ninety years, which, as we are told in the succeed- 
ing. -vkse^^were to be counted from the going fbrth of 
the commandment to restore and build Jerusalem, Four 
several decrees to this efiect were issued by Penian 
pmKcs; namely, by CyruSy in the first year of his reign; 
by Darius Hystaspes, in his fourth year ; by Avtaxerxes, 
to £zra, as we have just seen ; and biy the same monarch 
thirteen years after, when Nehemiah requested a com* 
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oiHiiaDiikBi' is <fi&rad ien n9^«he epbdK)<6o» midolitijli^ 

•biervisdv the power of lifeand defelli| of bail HbnMiit^ 
eoufiscfttion, whefefoyiie iras to enfilree lli«^lat0of>bi) 
Qad« ^ This meek of computatioir betog' ftemltmiyi^ 
pcnod of BefBDty wedcs ia foand to aocoMi <aMk^y uMi? 
i!l$tu)t «Diy «ft to the number of yeai«, but tt^td "Afe^ 
^ery month in which Meissiah ^wu^ '^ eut QffyhvLtfBtoPl^ 
bimsdf/^ For the decree of Artaxerxes ^^ glveiif'^ 
tlf»ji?r«f month, and our Lord at^fiMd «( A^^kxl&^k^ 
the^aseever, which liKimitotBititatioii^^wasyfwtiyi^d^' 
be' kept m the fint month of the iewi«b> year. IvMt^ 
jou now to( oompare the several parts'of liiJMi-WoBdeMI' 
yn^ietibn with ^draeeempMshment kk ^i&^&eitob/^ ^ 
ehriit Md in the effeeU of bia mmmmni^OMK^^ 
¥00 wiU dien perceive thati ae the Lamb of <God^,^ whc^ 
takeHk «««y the ahiiof the ^fM\d; heJlmifhedihe^4ro^' 
^Hthni'Mode an end of dnsi made fto(m6kf^at^efw*fii^ 
mra^t^\fS the aaevificeof himaelf^'tod iWM^^tit ^i^iM^ 
/toli0n^'H^<e0«Merf«thrbugb his atonement. SeV^iitiyl 
weekB also were determined upon the holy city/that^'tttf^ 
our Lord told the woman of Samaria, not in Jerusalem 
only, nor on Mount Gerinm, should men worship the 
Father; but that in all the earth, he would be worshiped 
in spirit and in truth, by sueb as he should seek, and 
bring to himself, through the Saviour. The same period 
o^S4Jr suty weeks was^ determined dsoos the-^e&fte^ 
Daniel^ thft Jews, wben they ehbuld -no lon^p'bs^Hfitf^ 
peosdiai' people of God \ bat i^ten^ as S». -Peter ^e^ 
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irigfattfoiitoetir dioidd bor a c — p t a d .«iA 4iim>.tlui»i|^ 
Ciwitt* ^ >vThni liid ma limif w tte-AiiinlidMid.— t 

ih«» ^rmliptwiift of 4h6 .Old T««tniiait, and by eatabUb 

kl^llli^^GhiiitiaB OibpeBaatMi, wlndi,«i the final. ieve« 

lfttfd|i> of f CMv IB to endue to the end of lime. : This 

s^Utteei iQif'ihe efonnonitl iav, and the second destttov 

tM»/ of^ Jewi iehiD .an aleo aaptiohiy lontaid in. tiw 

leMer*fpi^ .of thb paopkeey: the fonner as*ieaailie|^ 

ffqpm.^fee.advwnt^of Chriat, in wtom all the t3n>«8 amt 

at wkm a of.'the Meaeie lilea mn folfiUcd; ead thc( 

^teivea the oeniequeijice of hk reaction by the faoaali 

oft Wee!*, through * ' the oTeoapieedhig ef ebopiiait>>icna»!'^ 

l^^fch they badoomipted the mornl fow^ laekmg the 

yf^ffdiioS God ef none cftet, by die tndilioaa of men* 

4a the^wiadoai of Daniel was hnown in dl the fieat^ aei 

tl^^caaiaikdria prophecy ia aeppoaed toihave bteft cir^ 

cu)ated.a^fe and to ha^ been pieaerved by Hadittolf 

tbn^^ aiuagaaaipe geaeratioiia. For at the tine o€ ohr 

Sayioitf'e hirth,.theie was a geneial expeetatien m that 

jpi|sto&th^ woiid, as to the appeeniBce of some gvaat- 

f]^^oe9..who waa to eatabliah nniTeBBal dominioai eyef. 

imkisd. . . ' 
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LEITER XXL 



Wf .Vfa^mm^to penue the hiatoryof .the Jewa fayieV 
fcofrinf 'to dieboci^ of Nehemiah,-wbe waa diataigiikheff 
aintba Peraiaa eouit eaone of thet kmg'ii capbaateae^T 
It is not known to what tnbe 4ie belonged, for he 
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tnerriy calls Uttself tke Mm of Hadudiak;. fant ashe 
mentioAB Jenualem at tke {dace of hia fatfaeaa' aepo!< 
ohres, it npioliaMetluit'liewaadeaoeiided&oinJiifdab. 
However this may be, it is certain that he -ma a pcnoi 
of graet))iety, pradenee, zeal, andpatriotiBia.* Wetfc 
not idformed who the enemiea irm tfaat.had fandoi 
down the wall, and burned the galeaof Jemaaiem; wa 
whether the men who came to fthaahatt wem depotei 
by Ezra or not, as his name is not m fl b liu a Md .tiH At 
beginning of ^e eighth chapter. We may hmnm 
infer that the Samaritans, Ammonites, ami. MoaUlcs, 
were ihe oppressors; as their enmity had never beenes- 
tingiiish^, though it had been reptened,. as -.to ift 
effects, by the sacoessiTe deetees of the PeraiaiiikiB^i. 
Nehemiah no sooner heard of the afflietbn of faia peopfe 
than he leaolved on measures for tfaeirddiveranoe ;. but 
as he knew that the efforts of man, without, the Mossisg 
of the Most High, are totally unahuHng, he apfHaif in 
^e first place, by fasting and pmyer to the fitodof 
Heaven, to grant him merey in the sig^ of.tfae king. 
His confession and suppUcation on this occaacuaiaffiMd 
a beautiful model for the imitation of God's people in a 
time of national calamity; and pro^e at once the hu- 
mility and devotion of his own heart. Though Nehe- 
miah had thus committed his way to God, and no 
doubt with humble confidence as to the issue, yat his 
grief and anxiety were too poignant to be uriiolly m- 
pressed, even in outward i^pearance; for when wiSm- 
ating before the king more than three mouths afkec, the 
monarch inquired why hid eountenanee was aad* The 
first em<^n of Ndiemiah was fear^ whidi probahfy 
ai^e frbm the. sudden reooUection that it was.nnlawfsl 
to appear at couit with any matk of somrwahoat 
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hmt>he qnicldy Tocovtt-ed htmsdf^ dikl openly explained 
the cause of his uneasiness to the kin|^» who desired to 
know in what manner it coald be removed. Nehe* 
iiiiali*s eoudnct on this occasion affords a lovdy exam- 
ple for believers '* in all things by prayer and supplica* 
akm to make known their requests unto God ;" for be- 
fore he ventured a reply to the king, he prayed in his 
lusurt to the Ood g£ Heaven for wisdom to use this pio- 
vJdetatial oedasioB aright. He doubtless considered this 
HsvtHir of ti» king as a merciful answer to his former 
pmyer^ and was thereby encouraged to pioceed in the 
vndeftaking he had meditated. Artaxerxes seems to 
hBLye had a tender regard for Nehemiah ; as, by inquiring 
bow long he would be absent, it would appear that it 
was not widmat some regret he allowed of his departuiel 
Nehemiah having fixed the time of his retom^ obtained 
ftom the king all his request for repairing and fortifying 
Jertisaltm ; and was conveyed thither by a band of 
hok«emen and captains of iStte king's army, vdio were 
sent to* do him honour. It is very pleasing to observe 
how he attributes all his success in this matter to the 
good hand of his God upon him. 

^iehemiah's arrival in the province was soon known, 
and while it doubtless contributed to raise the dnxq^ng 
spirits of liis people, caused great vexatitm to their ene- 
mies; Having delivered the king's letten to the dif- 
ferent governors, he remained three days in Jerusalem 
wHQiout -pursuing any measures openly ; and without 
having deolased the nature and extent of his commis- 
den, evan to the rulers of the Jews. To prevent the 
enemres' getting inttmatioh of his designs, he went oat 
privatdy by night to take' a survey of the walls ; and 
^ving tiiua satii^ed kimaelf as to what was need&l to 



bo^-ifcoev he tpabe totb^-ndtn 6a the mfa»aui^«tete <if 
tho oity, anA propoied to thtm ^ rebuitdrag ^^ 
vail : idliBg thoa h«M»gt«ok>a8lf Godliad iLM8ted4i!m 
kf tnidkiiiigtlie kcaKc^fbe kta^ to grant fti» ropiest 
IctaalBdr by tbw joyftil intetti^diioe, 1^ wfacOe bbunei 
ftgnoed tO( hia pnqpoial, and pi«p«ned for tke extsctt^on 
•C it The entf&iet no BOOfter'fo^nd'Whitt the 'Jews 
#eie abdat todo ^n ttey began to radle thenr^ ttsd^ 
inquked vrheHker tliey meant to lebuM tlie wAV m 
Older to rebel against the king; but NeMi^eiiab air' 
twered them that he was actii^ under the Bandticmt^f 
dtrine antbority^ and was therefore sec^ne of ptate o tion 
from that Ood, in whom they had no-portaoa. ' 'Nehe^ 
miah having prepared for the building, HJtLe '^t9tffl[^, 
LeviteSy nobles^ and people, went earnestly to 'HiMl; 
each ruler taking upon himself tSe charge df a^ cer- 
tain portion, so that the work should be cftrti^ m 
in all parts of the wall at the same time. The ettetaiei 
of .the Jews at first spent their rage in bitter tercsiim^t 
bat when they found that the wall was raisM^^in jdf 
parts to half its height, their malice was kitetnecl to 
such a degree, that they threatened to tinito'^tc^ether 
and destroy it. N^emiah, however, and'thi)6e ii^o 
feaied the Lord, committed themselves and &ek^ uu- 
dertsddng to his protection, and having set a watch day 
and night, continued the liroik. The threats of ^ 
enemy^ as might be 'expected, had considerable infin"' 
ence .on the people in general, who urged, as a pretext 
for qui|)tiqg.the work, that their strength was exhausted 
in^deacittg away the rubbish. The advisvsaries did aff 
in^lhciv power to incmase this discouirc^ment; threat* 
enittguto fall unawaies upon the buildets ; amd aeAdiiig 
those Jews who lived n^ar them to <> spread alarming 



leportaiB the aity»- Nobcliiiali stiH uitdimntB<Uy 4Sdii« 
tiavod the .woik: urming Ae people, 4ial &ey migiiit 
be le^y to defend tbenlselves ; and exhottiog tbem not 
to fe^y bat to remember thattlieir God was great aivi 
tier^rible. One half of the sddiers who came with hidi 
hi^.eiiqpk^ed ia building, while the odiers kept watcfa> 
90)4 'held: weapoaa ready for the people, in case of an 
attac^*r The nobles and rulers constantly remained 
wjfh ^k^ .people, to encourage them by their posseiicet 
and e?f^ man had his sword girded by his side. By 
tb^9f9,(WUie preoautionB, and by unremitted Tigthince on 
t)^ l^iart of Nehemiah and his followers, they were -en* 
ahlect^to Qpntinue the building, which, through God's 
bl^saip^, .wmt on prosperously, to the no small mortit^ 
fic|4,ii;^ /of the opponents. 
. /)^%bwrden of fatigne and apprehension sustained by 
t\^ pappla wae not their only grievance at this timet 
vf^^f.ff^ them complained to Nehemiah that their rich 
br^j^hi^ opfvessed them, by taking nsury ; so that not 
qipLly thftHT.. lands and . vineyards wece mortgaged, bnt 
thei^^«o<if and daughters were brought into bondage; 
iif 4j^t their having a hope of being able to redeem 
th(ng». Nehemiab was greatly displeased at ^is inteU 
ligenoe^ and. calling an assembly, he set before the no- 
bbles, the guilt of their unfeeling conduct towards the» 
bfifthren^ and exhorted th«n to desist from it, as con^ 
trf^ to the law of God.* Neither he, nor any of his 
f{41(^wers, be told them, exacted any thing from the 
pf^e; and^ in compliance with his exilmple, they 
cni^Id n(^ do less than restore all they had taken. The > 
no^ immediately consented to his requisition^ and 'he: 
cenftrned'ttteir? proinise by a solemn cttdi and denon^^ 
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elation, to which affl the people asilenfed^ prattAng tbt 
Lord for this mercy also. Nehemiah takes Hils-oeeil^ 
sion of noticing his own disinterested conduct, iff«us^ 
taining all the expense Of his goTemment out oiM^ 
own private fortune; not because he wishes to expa- 
tiate on his own good deeds, but because it was 4^ 
sirable that his example should be known, in (xd^'to 
influence others. When all parts o# the widl -w^ie 
built, and the gates only remained to be set up, Nelrcf- 
miah was again assailed by the machinations of ^hls 
subtle enemies, who first endeavoured to entice him etit 
of the city, and when that device failed, sent ta infiMte 
him that he was accused of rebellion. Their inteiltiobs 
were readily perceived by him, and he returned an ati- 
swer accordingly : ascribing the whole to ^eir malfciotis 
desires to render his efforts abortive. Still coirfiding in 
the strength of God, Nehemiah was enabled to witB'- 
stand all attempts from without, and all conspiracies 
within the city ; and though the enemies hired false 
prophets to intimidate him, he refosed to follow thdr 
counsel, or take any extraordinary measures for his 
personal safety, declaring that he did not believe them 
to be sent by God. This courageous behaviour ofibe 
governor doubtless animated the people, and at ifie 
end of fifty*two days their work was completed ; the 
wall was built, and the doors were set up; the iringers 
and the Levites were appointed in their places, afid a 
solemn dedication of the work wasmade with great re- 
joicing. Great sacrifices were offered also on this occa- 
sion by the rulers and people, because God had mkde 
them to rejoice with great joy. Nor was this feeling 
confined only to those who had toiled in the building, 
for their wives also and.children rejoiced : ** so that the 
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(»f Jerusalem was heard evea afar off/' Nehemiah's 
care waa to appoint two failMul and pious nobles 
keep the city, with a strict chaise to have the gates 
slaftit, and to appoint a regular succession of watchmen, 
<?l30aen £rma among the inhabitants. Th^ duty of guard- 
uag so large a city fell rather heavily on them, as their 
Tiuiajbw was small in comparison to the extent of it. 
XV> reaaedy this, Nehemiah determined to reckon the 
^^6Qple by their genealogies, and then to make some 
jr«^latian by which the population of the city should 
l>e increased and the waste parts of it rebuilt. But as 
the wall was not finished and dedicated till the end of 
the sixth month, he was obliged to defer his measures 
for a time, on account of the solemn assemblies held in 
the seventh month. The first of these was the feast of 
trumpets, celebrated on the first day of the month. On 
this, occasion the people requested Ezra to read to them 
the law of Moses M which the Lord had commanded to 
larad^'* The assembly was held in one of the principal 
stieets of the city, in the open air, and must have 
afiorded a sight no less gratifying than solemn and 
imposing. Ezra stood on a platform raised above the 
people, with several of the priests on either hand. When 
he opened the book all the people stood up, and when 
he blessed the Lord, they responded a solemn '' amen," 
lifting iqp their hands and bowing their heads in humble 
adoration. Ezra continued reading from morning till 
ipidday, while the people listened with the utmost atten- 
tion ; and many of the Levites dispersed among them, 
e;cplained the sense, and caused them to understand 
the reading. The hearts of the people were evidently 
prepared for the reception of God's word, and the con- 
viction of their sinfulness caused them to shed tears of 
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Qod,^wb«r9V$,^%y;Hreiie.«i* only nstimM i«(ilteicJMf«^ 
i%nd, but h«d th^ iicWitege of Mtes^falio^ fosAiffiMt'd' 
ship, aad: tiiue; benefit o£ iiosuring ftod niateiWNwiii|» 'hkfi' 
wQf)d* . Oa the Mowi^ tbi7> .aotit^y diB BevJMiiptaKli ^ 
the ^cadfi^ p£ fas^Uss amottg. lhe^peopl^«li;q^/ie|ittfe44» * 
Ezrfi tOj r^eiye faxther .mafbrnetieii: 'vck ^B\iKmlB&Qp^h 
In the c;9VMrse of th^ readi|)g» jthe^f fioaftd^di^ ordnHMBti 
of xhf |(^t,Qf tabema<i)e8»*,Juad.prfcpmidliakibeUM%ter 
it aaeK)rdingly : sexding fortii a..pibelatitaliMit]|l»btkt!i» 
pf9p]|& that' th^y should dwdl ki liooibiiidi{nn9i»ifiBB<< 
days^ < . The inhabitants of Je^sakm «ni io6jili) A^lpAf ? 
whp vere then assembled, in the cili^i .ireBii iMtltl SmIcI 
gatheo^ blanches foe this |niT{KHia: thefovMoitaikilifii' 
them, on the flat roofs of their houses^ the JbtHtHettinjjt 
them up in the court of th^ temple, aod in tli«fnl«i->' <* 
pal streets. During the seFendays thai thisifeiltiMlMi^t 
the.people sbowediau in9reasu^desic&tob8ariheifmii«^ 
of , God, and Ezra read. it to them.dai^* -Heibwinjh/. 
tells us there was great gladness daring jthift fasliril^.* 
which had not been thus obseiyed ainpo AhadafHiPfL^ 
Joshua the son of Nun. How we ace to aepount foreiq^L 
change made respecting this ordinance, -espeoiaUyii^i 
the times of David and Solomon, is diffioidt tf^. j^ittmri .1 
mine. Perhaps some other than the literal aeaie kfA. i- 
been put upon the passage,, by wl^ich thfr TflfiBg. 4f--^ 
booths had been set adde. Between the fisastof tHMM* - 
pets on the first day of the month, and ths^ of ta)y»r 
nacles on the fifteenth, fell the gseat day oCaitopap^^l: ' 
on the tenth. < We are not hece told that it waaobwrwi ;. • 

* Leviticus' Z](m« 39— <43r . - x- . - 
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3^^^l:^^^»^r^fely fc >■»40^pptti6'<iwt-'Eznt knew of 
iMpppoimmrnt] aad in tflurt «m« Im would doabtJen* 
sflqom. ifae obteranMse «f k. Ho«»efer Chit- may be,' the 
Lwm^ftdomHk 'day of Che iMutii was fixed on' for a 
soieMia fi»t; «MM(t pnbably becauie nmiiyof the people' 
vmroe de ■■■>■■ of fetarfting to their several cities. On 
t1uB'Q0BaflRHi tfaa people confessed their sins and iniquf- 
t^^i vritii enippUcatSMi to God, due fourth part of the 
dsiyi.'atid «ii{doyed a similar portion of it in hearing 
lik^vDid* After this the Levites cried with aloud voice 
u«torlfa6rLaid Ikteir €M, and called upon the people to 
stMsd up jisd bless him. Then they began to set forth 
hii f iiori tt M s perfeetioas as the Lord and Creator of all 
tha^Sy.aUd to eamneraie bis mercies to the -people of 
IstMi inon. tbe caHHig of Abram. T^is chapter (the 
niBth teif Nebeauah) obntains a beautiful epitome of the 
Jemh hisiery, with a confession of national sins, and 
an*aakaf»wledgHieii!t of God's raerdfnl forbearance, and 
rigiMsas dealings towards his rebellious people. I re- 
coSMMndyoii to read it very attentively ; and to picture 
to yomself the occasion on whidi it was' used^ when 
every fadividud composing the vast assembly must have 
felttlM his own personal guilt helped to make up the 
aggiegat^ of national ifiiqaity.' We are too apt to regard . 
our si^s as ii^urious to ourselves alone; not considering 
in hMT-maay ways they may become so to others, who, 
swt^fei by our tnfhience or example, may extend the 
bane Ground their several spheres also; and thus make 
us i^ tsinisSers of evil to many whom we have never 
kno#tft Those who have lived many years in this world, 
if th^f flfe inAructed by the good Spirit of God, will 
feel sad know -^at they have been rebellious like the 
Israelites, and have " wrought great provocations,'' by 
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djeparting from^God, and vetting up idoU in their hearts r 
and they will acknowledge the Ibrbeaiakice and xoietcy 
pf the Lord in deliveriiig.theiDL '' many.lsniesy" ao-t^t 
they have not been uttnrly consumed in the m^datof 
their sins ; but are still blessed with the means of graee 
and salvation. When the Levites had finished their 
confession, they entered into a solemn covenant in the 
name of the whole nation, to dedicate themselves to the 
Lord. This covenant, as a public act, was written and 
attested by the governor, the priests, the Invites, 9pd 
the nobles ; while the people gave a solemn assent to 
it, and " entered into a curse and an oath to vrallc lot 
God's law, which wSks -given by Moses the servaf^t of 
God, and to observe and do all the oommandments. of 
the Lord ;*' to avoid all those national transgressions 
which had brought his judgments upon them, and^to 
observe all the ordinances of his> worship and service,- 
towards which. they agreed to contribute a yearly rate 
of half a shekel for each person. When this soleBOkity 
was ended, and the people were about to depart and 
settle ag^in in their respective towns and villages, -Ne- 
hemiah prevailed on the rulers to take up their future 
abode in Jerusalem. This induced many others to offer 
theniselves willingly, for the repeopling of the city, by 
which they gained the blessing and. good will of the in- 
habitants. Among the rest of the people, every tenth 
man was taken by lot, and obliged to build a house and 
settle with &is family within the walls. By these means 
Jerusalem became very populous ; and, being rebuilt in' 
all parts, and adorned by the more opulent inhabitants^ 
recovered no small share of its ancient splendour. Thus 
did the people again dwell at ease ; their walls afforded 
them security against their enemies, ^nd their Crod, to 



ARTAX£RU:S 3t. A. C. 4U. 123 

iffHom they fasd- TOttinied by tepifetttatecie, was' their 
9trength and their shield. He had caused the waste 
places of Jodah to be inhabited, '' the streets of Jeru- 
salem to be bttik again, and the wall, even in troublous 
times."* 



LETTER XXII. 

WasK Nehemiah redcoiied the people' according to 
their genealogies^ he found' it necessary to exclude seve- 
ral of the priests, whose register could not be fouiid, to 
prove that they leaUy were descendants of Aaron ; telK 
ing* them tliat they' must no more officiate in holy things, 
nor pitftake of the 'ofieriiigs, unless it should please Ood 
to raise 'U]f» a priest or prophet, by whom his will con- 
cermng Ihem should- be mfenle known. After this, Ne- 
hemh^ 'appointed ihe priests, £evites, singers, and 
NeHhtBims to -serve in the ' temple, according to their 
courses : choosing from among them officers to super- 
intend, the treasures, oflferings, and tithes, which the 
febglhs btoaght giadly for the support of God's minis- 
teni. " 

Nehemiah remained twelve years in his government, 
durmg which' time he effectually reformed all abuses, 
and nmintatned the laws and ordinances of Ood accord- 
ing to their original constitution. In these measures, 
however, he had not the hediity concurrence of all the 
ntlers, for in the early part of his administration, many 
of the liobles held a secret correspondence with Tobiah, 
the Ammonite, who was allied by marriage to two of the 
principal families of Judah. As soon, therefore, as Ne- 

• Daniel ix. 25. 
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fm^y of the i&w8, vdftf aDt oady admitted «iit6 dK oiljr^ 

JEHafihib t;^ priestv whcl{ibad.ttil»^fi»n»ed'4ln ^diiai^ 
wjl|;h kim, Nehemtah harkig obtained' a sedobd/erftii* 
ptflsion from Artaxerxes^cameiagaxiKto JcrulciVnip^lboot 
five yeaiB after his departui^. It waa.not kmg^fiHefiif^ 
he dncorered liie pifofaaajtion <Qf tfafrtempife byxtJie^d^ 
mi^^iQii af Tobiah to reside in it; nor was he^rtmnaiv 
p«i)tti;ig^ia^:eildto the evil:, whieh bk ofQoe of gixranidq 
^l^t^ihiiQ tci do, widuMit UiacQnciin:etee<Df ^Eiiuhibd 
He jti^rited oul the fiimituise from tfae .apaitmeiitsy'^a'kil 
h£^v^g caused them. t0 be:de8nMd,:iiS8tQi9ed#DBfv taf 
their onginal use €^ store nxHosifondieLeTitss, aiRgas^ 
^l»4'{^f^^« !l%i& was not ^e only^evil ''fae>iadif«6» 
Ifafopn 1^ for the LeyHes and «inger$ i^OKperfonned Hi^ 
s^ic^ of the lemplfi^ had sot been.aappUed iHthf^Uaifi 
4ai}y portieosi whicJi bad been 1vilhbdd.»froiti tYuadf 
Qith^ hj d»e.oo^tou8iie9s of the rpriesliSv^ithetnegledt' 
Qf tbei^pff)^; a^d'tke cQtise(|uei»ce wjas;* tfa^^die^i^ 
Vf^t^f^ to lhQir,8eYemlhoiiiefii where; they coilMfrprocwBo^ 
fpo^^.t Th^. pious gov^nor. waa much ^e void/ ral^ tWft 
u^gJect^of the temple service ; and jnaAf cemfturMthav 
c^fi^V^-^ ^^^ rulers,, in allowing the house oC God itoi 
l^. thuf. fQi;saken. He settled the Leyiles qnoe .ouNre'^iiit 
thf if 4s^v^ral offices; and appointed mea oC piaOyi gfl^v 
iqt,Qgr!ty. among their bfethreu, and thepioesta^.t^sSj^^ 
perintro^dthedistributionoftheirdaily.portions* Wk^^-^r 
ey^ pi^bUc .worship is disregarded, the law.^of G^d-ia/ 
sp^i^ily forgotten, or jqarelessiy observed at hest^j,;^ 
t^j^ waA ffPW theca^e in J^erusalem ; for theJniiabitaiitfij, 
iif^de..ii9.^xapk'o( pursuing, their aii9tQma7y.ea»p)QyTt 
ii9e,pi;p^^aiid buying «^ selling on the sabV^ith 4^^ 



StKwagm ako ftom ¥3^ wdnerptiviii^to4iRrrili0ltM 
xuifi jttud'te caery OB llbar taiyffir; -Mid tiie people-^f 
JensM^om and JttdskiK>iight o^ tiMn on tke iitbblitli 
daij.jilK>.. NdboDMtth agiiia adaonislied the-ndeto (t^^ho^, 
i£ thsy did not saattiott then ptadioes, uted ao neans 
to M|»eni them), aadaet bofiore (bem tho evttthirfr wem 
bffiitgin^ifnBi the notioii; by aUowing^ theoi8elfe» or otber^ 
tdncoiliiBiit thoae aiM by wkkh^tkeir Ibffefktfaen had 
JinsMfwA thtt afwful Tifthakiofis of God*s rl^htaoutf dis** 
pteanmsb To ptit an end to this impioiw pra<8lice, Ne« 
faemish ordered the gates of Jerusalem to be shut^yust 
before tthfi <M»ime«iceme&t of the sabbathv and'Hdt td 
be K*Dpe*ed tili it was over. The bayem and M^kn; 
boMFBvrcr,. were flo regardleaa of the law, or §9 iateat on 
tkeiJpiiAefal traffic, that many of them lodged iritlHmt 
^the dtify in Older to carry it on. The vigilance of 
Nehenliak toon dKsoovered and aboliahed ^s preetice 
alsou- He tiireatened to punish those who were guilty 
of>it,; and appomted a guard of Levites about the gates 
to prevent tiie fiiture profanation of the sabbiitik in this 
wayr In the couiee of reading the law (which H would 
appear was appointed at reguiarintervals), it was found 
written tliat the children of Israel were not to inter- 
marry With the Moabites or Ammonites. Neheiniah 
took oe^asion from thence to proceed in a workx>f great 
difficulty,' which arose from ai growing evil, not to be 
repressed widkout great cue and caution. Among those 
who had at' tsHous times embraced the Jewish religion, 
were persons of several diffiurent nations, who are Are- 
(foently mentioned in Scripture as ^* the mixed miilti^ 
tiMie.'* With the descendants of these proselytes, the 
Jevi^ ware allowed to hitemiarry, according to prescribed 
regttlatk)us ; if they continued in the faith their ancestors 
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had emlnraccd. TMb priviiege had doubtless beeii4!0tl- 
tiDually abused 3 for the people of Jsra^liaDe frequently 
upbraided by the prophets ^for makiiig alUaiioes.«dth the 
heathen;, and in .the time of Ezra's ^r^mxaeoXjyh^ 
obliged them ta put away their starauge .«i?es. Not* 
"Withstanding a reform w this particular had, he^ so 
forcibly enadted, and during the 'first -^gaiGeoament qf 
Nehemiahy had doubtless been adhered .tof, his. absence 
-was the occasitxi of which many had avaUed^emsslves 
to infringe his regulations. Notonly hod theymaoied 
unconverted women of Anmon.aBd. Moaby but. h^d 
taken wives firom among the Fhilisttiiesi' with whom tksy 
were never, under any circumetanoesytoinakeinarriagaB, 
or any covxmant whatever.* 

Nehemiah reproved and punished those^who had been 
guilty of this transgoession ; and exacted an 4)ath of the 
congregatbn, that they would. in future avoid.. it 3 ad- 
ducing the dedeostoil it had caused e«en. to tSolooion, 
who was in. oth^ respects reputed the wi^e^ of men; 
and who had been '* beloved of-his Gk|d.''v. As thise^ 
was not confined to the people or. nobles, only^ but had 
even found ' its way into - the family of -Ihe- high pii$M> 
Nehemiah thought proper to make aa examfple of one 
•of the sons of Joiada, who had mairied a^ daughter 
of Sanbailatyi the Horonite, by expediing him fwa 
the congregation. It is surprising^ that any'<of.«the 
Jewid!! nation could make an alliance wkh a utMi w^ 
was so evidently their enany as BallbaUat^'.a|ld•it 
would be more surprising^ to findlhia alliance e^iftix^ 
- in the family of the high priest, did wo^not ^knoir thikt 
• he had lost the dignity and; authority belonging to fajis 
-sfeU;red offios, bythe coramiBsiost of la simibr loflhoee 
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kimself. Nehemiah tells us that all the '' mixeAmulii* 
^nde'* were at this timie separated from Israel ; by whu^ 
it is inferred that they were enrolled in sach a manner^ 
ciecoitHng'to their descent and the time of their having 
l>econie proselytes, that it might be clearly ascertained 
£tt what period they could be adimtted to all the privw 
leges of the children of Israeb* 

This act of N^iemiah's is the last he has recorded ctf* 
bis government ; but we are not to conclude that thia, 
ot the oth^r circumstances related in his thirteenth 
chapter, took * place immediatdy aftnr his return : a» a 
considerable time would be requisite for bringing them 
about. The.peried of his death is uncertain ; but he is 
supposed to have lived more than twenty years aflerhis 
second commission, .and consequently to have survived 
his royal master, Artax^rxes, which may account for his 
not being recalled to the Persian court. No mention is 
made of Ezra after the return of Nehemiah ; it is there- 
fore probable iluCt he died during the absence of the 
governor : for we cannot suppose that the neglect of 
God's w(Mrship, and the profanation of the temple, would 
Ifflve been suifered by hiip, had he been alive* Ihe 
book of Nehemiah is the last of the historical books .of 
Scripture which can be relied on as auth^iticf l%e 
character of the writer shines forth so conspicuoudy 
throughout hiif writings, that we cannot fail to notice 
and admire his eminent virtues ; and it will be well ibr 
us if we endeavour to imitate them also : ever remem- 
bering, that firm trust in Qod, and fervent devotion to 
his Service, formed the basis of them* The prophet 
Malachi is considered to have been coalempararyiwifh 
Nehemiah, because he reproves the Jews for negtoeting 
and profaning tile service and temple of -God; and 

* See Note I. t !• e. the last in chrc/nological order. 
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eqwciallj i^dresies the jsifliU idio JWUkfptttaA Mtti 
&e cbVeii4i|tv90 jmeDll|.eQ|ssBd iato liy^ thwij - ?M 
vicei^ s|1m> iWvB .which, lie esboits Ibe nntif»ii3<»t»r^*y 
repentance, are not open rehdlion and ktolatrj; but 
soch as Nehemiah aoa^^t to jstann ; aock as belong to 
a people who retain smnething like a fonn of godliness, 
while they totally neglect the y o w cr of it. Malachi 
predicted the calling of the Gentiles^f the miBsion of 
Jo^ the Baptiit, who should' some in tiie sj^ftif %w 
power of El^ahyt as the messenger of fhe'l49ttfv'^^-' 
QOiiiic^his-ai^iraBchy and to pfeepaie ihe i|)eoti)ir^b^' 
rf:p9^\m^ for his reccplioB. He also dectaM£k^%^'' 
th^.Lord^ (the expected Samiar» sho^d suddMy^k^e 
t9 hii Mnv^^t and shmU esldhBsh a ^^^MakXiihgdHit^ 
1M, >fl4Qb truth and dghteonsness, mercy -and 'jpi^u5l^V 
8^i4d pievail; m which a holy wMslii^'ttid Wp^tf^^ 
o^eang shonld be ofined tothe Lord'^hoMS; -'' "^-'^ 
V iVfalaehi is the last of the pfophets, aafed'^hfl^'WMK^- 
cJQse^^tbe eanrnk^l wn^igs of iheOld^eMin^. '^fiK^ 
n9^^1ei.niy .ctnory leaaiiM on it suffice} biit^ttsad'^anS^^ 
stji^y }t b^^ yovardS. Whatever noti0» I hdie^'MidiW 
the jffqpbi^tieal writings #has been inteiried' •%/^<M^'^ 
y^nt d^e to examine them, and tO'sq>|0f fM'itW^- 
tl^ ine$uu»,of doing so, rather than with- a >p#et6^f H^ 
n^^ti|^ them. MiOce the whoAs wurd «# CMf^ yefd^^ 
st|}<^,.^q4 s^k.hy pmyer,. for that -righiuhdMfMllA^^^ 
o^itt y^hi^ the.Hdy Spirit ^alimecMi iiifptfttlt Tt^ 
wU^f^ur^pieiception of its JoUimity, bMMty, ^Mf, dAt^^ 
digj^ity^./pgrr^spond witbthat of the PwikaMm^HisAi^* 
wi^ yoju.. W^ W^ delight itt God'swerd^ #ftdi<lMl tW^' 

tMll«cfaii. 11. I Malachi iv. 5, 6« ill. K ; ' 

i Malachi iv. 6. . . | Ui^hi^iii. KM^ttcr port.) iv. 2*. 
t Pialm six. 7—10. 
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addit lb'lcUNAKi«X^otigli1t liisy be at the end of a long 
r with' Irials' iM safleriiigs) ** Thy word is 
life Hffermodt r and thy servant loveth it."* 
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4<^ ^!Kf^p ^HW fionie ta the end <rflhQ OU Teitamevt, 
1 4^ 4®W^^ ^f djrectinf y9«r atttntioii to some par^ 
^J^^lfff i^lCifP^ptiDglit, whi^h may be no leaipfaitaMe in 
^^.n^H>:^ i)liisti»tioa» than gratifying at tiie sootce of- 
^fiS^^^ii^ Wb^n the Jews, at the time of Nehe-» 
m^§ ^^pt,vi«it,.ciJled afon Bnato bring llie bodt of 
ti^ JA^ ^, raad. to them, . it in evident Uiat they had 
bi^/qf ^}fi^^m^ deprived of the bhsaed piivilege of 
hearing the.wiNrdof God: and thai for from having it 
c9|^l^i]^9(Hy^iiii. their hearts^ or making it the subject of 
di«qpu|9^jt^^ iastmetiaa in their femiKet^t they were, ' 
fq^t^))ig<j|o^ part, totally ignoant of it. The neglect 
ii^i¥M^.^^<^<^ of God had fallen long before the - 
c^lfity *9K<9. y^f^ inlernod from the idolatry and intqnity' 
sqtji^^^illiatly^.prfvalentin Jndah : and ibfb scarcity of' 
cqsie^.^ ^ Jair it plainly declared by the surprise of' 
H^)J^l|»^ fedii^- one in the house of the Lord ; and'^ 
b^l0ilMBiri^f>>^ '^^ovnh^ when he heard the words of the' 
\^yht\ Tbil^- l^inee reigned thirteen yewrn after this 
evpKJ^ s^ it.is not to be doubled that he caused copies " 
to,feftjw|itteUieiid distributed among the priests and Le^ ' 
yit^i, llliett they might teach the pei^le. When the' 
Jews were carried away into Babylon, th^ were act 



* Pialm «njr. 140. ' t Deateronomy vi. 6 — d, 

; . «. . I ^ ChieiL xnhr. 1&— 19. 
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without copies of all the sacred writing: for Daniel 
evideDtly refers not bnly to like law, 'but to the historical 
and prophetical books of scfipturej* ■•and when they 
returned from captivity under Zerubbab^l and Jeeboa, 
the altar was set up/ and the ordinances observcMl ac- 
V;ording to the written law gf Moses : the priests also 
ministered in their courses, as appointed by Da^ 
king of Israel, t These circumstances prove that copies 
of the holy scriptures were extant before the time -^ of 
Ezra ; but they were not generally accessibte to the 
people, because the number of them was small; and -the 
character in which they were wriiteti (the ancient He- 
brew) had been disused by them during the captivity. 
Ezra, who had prepared his heart to teach tUe law of 
the Lord, found it needful to collect all the parts of the 
sacred scriptures, to arrange them,' and to write them' in 
the Chaldee character, that they might be brought ilito 
general use ; and become the means of ffres^rviri^ ihe 
people from those miseries, which the neglect of them 
had brought upon them. A work of sO much labmtr, 
added to his public administration of 'the govemmet^t, 
must have occupied several years ; and ft is problible 
he had not long completed it when NehetAtah arrived ; 
soon after which, by the derfre of the peopW, he "began 
the public reading of it. The priestk and LeVite^; at 
this time, ** caused the "people to understand' tte teiw, 
gave the sense, and caused them to understand' ithe 
reading;" and this inanner of itistrtictibg theirt^'Was 
afterwards continued, for Ezra tlividfed the feWtato 
fifty-four sections,! one of which waij appointfed'Wbe 

• Daniel i±. • tEzraiiLlO. 

X The intercalary year contained fifty-fotfr Sabbaths; for #ltich 
this provision was made. In the intermedia^ years two'sectioos 
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jread every sabbath day. From ithia tiioe, also, must 
t;he election of nynagoguea. ba dated ; . for as tke pepple 
iKrere . to assemble in their several cities to hear these 
public readings; houses for that purpose would be ab- 
solittely necessary in. the wmter season. The manner 
of reading the portion appointed for each sabbath was 
this : — ^First^ a^ vorse was read in the original Hebrew ; 
then it was interpreted, by an appointed miniatery into 
the Chaldee; and lastly, the sense was explained by 
ftnother parson^; who was one of the readers.* The di- 
visioa of tb^e sai^red scriptures into yersea is supposed 
to haye bee» made about the ti»e of £zra» £or the 
more convenient in(;erpretatioyi of them, period by pe- 
riod* ThiS; reading of the law was continued during 
many y^rs, till it was prohibited by Antiochus £pi* 
pheiMss ; and A^w sections of the prophets were substi* 
t^Vtod for iU But when the Jews were afterwards 
deliv^ed from his persecntion, and the law was restored, 
the reading of it was resumed, as a first lesson ; and 
the section from the prophets, retainedi as a second 
hf^XL That both, were thus read in the syn^igogUM in 
^ time of our Lord and his apostles is evident, from 
seyecal pa^ssages in the New Testamentf The great 
work of l^sra was the setting forth a correct and oomplete 
edi(ipn Qf thc^ Hebrew Scriptures, as far as the book which 
J^acf hi? , ,name. In all .of which he doubtless had the 
spfOi^ guidance of Ood's Holy Spirit : for as '^ all scrip- 
, \faf( i$. given by inqpiiation of Qod^'' for the use of his 
q^i^; so has it been preserved from error and the 
corruptions of men, in all ages, by his Spirit; ^ w;ell as 

were joined together, teversl timM ; to ts to complete, tiie mt^ag of 
, theirfiole, in the coune of the jetr. 

•^^ote J. . tXivkt iv. 16. Acts xiiL \5. 
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^h^)biMik^^f 8<2npti»^nfliich« w#t« df dMh^ >aik<^^ 

m^ I with lihe tHRoter of-tetilidrs ifi-^^tilttk'^dfJii^M^ 

M^Que bo6k/ Aoeotdifig t& tine Ikt giveft by Jbse^fa^, 
Ibfiyiocmisted Qfth6«aaie aa (^ode k (»^ U'aldill^idk^dir 
^'0)4:T«iftafli«iitl |}fawugil n^t atrang^'ii^^t&e^s^iMi 
oi^r,,/^ IV iblr, ciSKdM&g^^ the ^e bddks^Of d^ 

^^9)»et8/ which, mduded all tii« oth<ftr bobki^ df "d^^Otd 
?k^Qme»t^^eept the PBaMi§> Hi^'PyM^^t^^'iBcU^ 
•Wlft«»^ Md. the Sodg of 43(^m»»a : th^lMf fbil^, iiMA 
tiw title .©f Holy Writmg»V * wwe pladfed Im. "^WkM 
ftfe »0iiptai)es.of the Old ^entaiiienl y^ dWdWI'^ited 
15«fiBei^: theyrrwere not, as at ptesfeht; distSigW^lfett' By 
#M»erii»l -figweB. Thky aa well as tmt mr^M ^ij6 
fJWp»rftrf.h a modem hnprovemettt, the origittbfWHid^ 
^,«fltfol*pii«. Caniinal Hugo, who ffrntkHtd^mHti'^^ 
Jftfett-^iWO, WM mudi engs^ ia the «tftdy WtHe'ltfott' 
%ftlipt!i«wro» which he wrote a Cbmrneiiidty. '^ftT the 
^mwftof higf.work th« iwefiihiess of* toncdrAkxk^ \}iS* 
<^vmdxl6 ImD, and he consequently luvehtedthfe "firtV 
l»©k>«f tlmt kmd. With the aMi!/^^ of thfe tiittJki^ 
ofeAift b«ler4 he sck>ii eompfetedthis uftefifi'*dK/W 
^iftiannUealidn of whidi he found it neetffnl fo'divla^ 
thiP,$iioiBd.bobk»4nto sections; and this was thfedii^fc"^ 
ctf4h# iih^ptefB, m we now have %hein. T»e6^ ^cfii/iS' 

• These four were called by ihd general name of 'p^W wiw* 
atey«»Wf«lwd toby our Lonl. «ee Luke xxiv:'44. ' ", ' 
t(tllIlbl)fa]ms<«l•nea)#Ay•dlvidfeda§^iheyMw^a^e^^' '- ' ' '' "''^' 



^^e^riC^i^nl i^diMUM»i«tq .tfmlknpaiftkn^^ U^^Mdl 
i^jtf^^^i^Y ^^Mimmik kft^rssfrthe^ alplistbdti 

?fH^ffiip.P»^ph^K 9& wHfr' cteiiied ito ine ItHiivMidl 
^1^}#J^'C^ }^hi^4Mei i^iMd^ agreenxMf Hi 

,4to^?^^/9W? M30) aiBMnout Jewi^ raUri> ttiun«d 
|§%9^tl!t{Ml»^ 'OK Jfovdooai Nathan, being eenveniftfil 
9ti|^n9^yj€f»n^«l cbrirtians^ and foeqilefitiyidbtMtiili^ 
^y^lA^Wf vPcme to the Juio^rWd^e of HngcTt Cottkft<^ 
fj^o^ ifhjc^ hy thit time had been ^^rBs^imffftavnA 
6)n>d?f9rtilflM)d0« The beaefil of lhi§ woric mo^ ao (AfptH 
XK^^^Bfff^A^Tmiaed 1^ have one' fov 4lie m^^tli^ 
4^111^4 ^^9d» aoccKdingly began a^ Cancoidanoo 4i>'lly(tf 
^[uliyfw 9JbK which he.;finjahed ttf' se^to yean: H)^ 
f(^WP^i^9 pMuEi of HugOylti dividing thejaofodbboolttf 
if^H^B^^^i- butrhe ii^ade ^an. ua p iov eme mtoa^^tteig 
^^i^j^lQP^; uwgforthem XheaacientvcnesytowlfMi^ 
l^;^W|^^xe4 nijfnerical figwes.) Tbi» woricrcf Rfhtt^ 
^^f^,ypf,A9ind;^>u$t after t|ie.invcntten;e^<pMilth^ 
^;^qi^8'^f whiiE^ it came tnlo.geiieml uao attii(kig<ll$«r 
j[i^^jfand^^^had the fmaaee&cton the Hebreiir(Bf|)to» 
a9. HMfio'f^^CoiicoTdaace, bad OQr tilB Latin^ byt««yflin^ 
t)j^l4iy^9^pf tlie ^iQTeG^boqka into ohapteraj Na&aaA3> 
i^H^^^Qn^r of > miQusrieal figures^ ;Wli 'diid ^oiooil 
Ygfs^if(9p,-^p, .after vadof^ed into^tiie Latibi<Bfl>fes^f> 
iljl^^t^e^Qff^ New Testament imdanMeDttdMsUmmiid^ 
8ji^;i^^pns,siiQi)iwr{tqL th^aei.of the.OUj.l^tiimeite,^fiJ 
<^f^rp^ ^9^9 it agree .with a^ CoiieQid9aiee< qpublMfeft- 
about tiie same time by Stephanus. . ^ .., .y * 

'dubh'is the^^bcount of t)^ order fa^d arsangemantia^ 
oar bibles, as.. we now.bave ttiemk. Of csoarse^^I'^n^^nbt 
tell you when and how we dMained tbe bteiftsift^ of t^ad- 
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ing and hearing in our own -tongue the predowi word 
of Grod. But I would ha¥e yon ofaseire how woodeifaUy 
Jews and. christian^ Roman oatholics and prateatants 
have been rendered instrumental in carrying on' timt 
work of God, by which we may hope, ere. long, tihe 
whole world will be eyangelized, according to his gra- 
cious promises. . . 



! '. 



LETTER XXIV. 

As we have no longer the authority of the sacied scrip* 
tores for our g^de, we must henceforth be content #ith 
such information as can be obtained from the apoehiyt 
phal writers, and others, who have transmitted to u» the 
histories of the several kingdoms to which the peiipleiof 
Israel were tributary, after their return from BiBj^on;« 
. No specific .history of the Jews: was written fat >this 
time : that by Josephus was not composed till aitei'itliie 
destruction of Jerusalem by Titus ; and conseq(a0ntly 
not before the seventieth year of the christian eiau ^He 
is an author not to be implicitly relied on,. as he stfttes 
many facto which coalmon sense must rejeot; and>mAiiy 
othera which must have happened, as. to tim6'aiid>JBmpr 
oer, very differently to his account of them. . 

Artaxerxes Longtmanus died in the fertyK*6fst y^ur lof 
his reign ; about four years afib^ NehemmhobtaiAeA-hls 
second eommission. He was. sacoeedCKl by Imsi h^ 
Xerxes^ who.retei&ed the drown/onlyi forty-five da^jsc; 
being murdered by hia .btother Sogdiaoiis* ' Xhia^jMi- 
natural conduct^ with. 3«net other atrocifies o.f<So|fdi»- 
nus, haariog rendered, hhn hateful to his peoplei he 
sought to destroy the, rest of his brothers^ lest any of 
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them slioiild be raised to the thfone. One of them, 
named Ochus, gaining some intination of his designs, 
raised an army, and being sopported by the principal 
nobility and goremors of prorinces, deposed Sogdia- 
nvis, and' put him to death ; to avenge, as he said, the 
death of X^raes. Ochus having thus obtained the crown, 
changed his name to Darius; to which historians hiife 
added the surname of Nothus. I shall not relate the 
events of his reign, any farther than our principal sub* 
ject demands. Nehemiah, as I have before intimated, 
was left in the undisturbed possession of his govern* 
m^it, to cany on the reformation of the Jewish chureAi 
and state; Ehashib the high jmest, after having held 
hi& office forty yean, died in the eleventh year of Da- 
rius, and was succeeded by his son Joiada. About this 
time Egypt' revolted' from the Persians under ArayrtsBus, 
who made htmaelf king of that country. Nererthelea*, 
according to the declaration of Qod, by the prophet 
Ezekiel, it never became emment as before ; but eon* 
tinned a ^^base kingdom" during fifty yectfs only, when 
it was again brought into subjection to Persia. 

The corapletidn of Nehemiah's reform is placed in the 

fifteenth year of Darius Nothus, and is very propevly 

considered as^ a fuHQment of Daniel's prophecy of wten 

weeks;* for firom the appointment of Eira to this work 

of lestorattion, till the year above-mentioned, was exactly 

fartj-niae yearn. To this period aho must be mhtnd 

the building of ^e Samasitaa temple; on Mount Ger^ 

zimv fen on<*the eoqpnlsion of Manasseh the son' Of 

Mada,- who faaid married the daughter of Sanballat^ hte 

took r^ftige with bis f adier4»*law ; ahd it is iafefMd 

tliat many other -Jews who had married strange wom«n, 

* Daniel ix.^.' 
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of^e U^iiiMfsi-SaiSb^^ to the' goveriitncnf bf * 
Ni$l^ri[Ra1f',^feHiow«(I1iM Sample. Sanballkt; liAib'H^;' 
g^itoir 'of datnarta, having by this means k" sire <*'' 
L^itii^fll ^rti»l)u>od; determined t6 build a t^tiipte ^{^-'^ 
laff'to-thafat Jernsaiem; hoipfag no doubt "^ to t^sSei^^ 
tire influence,"attd undermine the atittiority df ^he le^^ 
tiinale ffontiffs^ vdfaA he had vainly attempt)^ to d^^* 
troy. He accordingly obtained a* gratit ftom D^^s^ 
and'^h&vmg erected a' temple, made Manasseh'htgh 
priest, and established a form of worship ddtrespi^ndihg^' 
extemally to that observed at Jertisalem. Ttatti tfa^'^ 
time- Baitoana became a place of reftkge for stlcbr Jet^ W^^ 
w^' asecvMed of -infHh^ng tSie law ; ' sd ' that itiT |^-^^ 
cess of time most of the inhabiianttf were the desceh'cf "/^ 
aiAis 'of Ofose apostates who had intermarri^ WitU'tKig 
StiMaritans. One circumstance, however, is to'be'iiif^;'^ 
tioeQ: ttilft p^repondemtice of Jewish' inhabitants <56iii-f^ 
dii^ed to the banishment of idolatry 'fiotn* 9amari& ; fd/^ 
wberefts tiie wdrshipof idols was formerly joiuMtothsTtt'^^ 
of "tKe trt^ God ; the building of the- tefnple, atid th^"' 
inttMifMon of the sacred seriptores (at le^brt^of ^oflvJ'' 
boQfks-of Moses), were rendered efiectualto'thede^t^c-^;'^ 
tioh-dfiddiatry.* - l^^l^^q 

fK^'buiHting of this temple on Mouiit Oerizh&V icntf ^^^ 
th^eneodragemeitt^vett to renegade Jews far S^Utifii- 
riar^ temded to increase th«t hatred towards the 'Sittiikt!'-^'^^ 
tani^wMchliad originated in dieir opposition tbihe' J^'^^ 
at tfte tkne of their return from Babylon ; and bad be^'^^ 
peqfetttktM feiya carittnued series of vexattoils kft^ifi^tk^^^' 
on ttieii^! part ever since/ The ttnimosity of^l!ft^'if^i(^'^ 
arose'tei such a height, that they plronbunc^ 'ik tuM^' 
nor^only on the inhabitilDts of Bamaiia, but ou' eVefry"'^ 

• SwNbte'K. 
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Vm^ .Indpilgiog to ibevx; making jii. vaoismM fo>z-^J$m 
:o hpldt jipy iiiteicquanse witbi tlvefo* o»JtQ.{i9Slake p^l^jc 
r<^od.jn^^a^.^as the pradnceoC iheit lapd* This>Ai^ 
will show joDuip « strong pointof yiewr thattbft Jqpet^d/ 
n^ de^ic^,with,tbe Samaritana ;. and .will azplaiotbat 
qu^iiojp ai^ed;by tbe woman al Jacob's well* '* How 
is j^^^faLf^t thov^ being a Jew, asbeA water pf me, wi^ 
aiQ ar 5$fppfp .of Samaria V* . . . . ■ 

V^fl^r Nebqmiahy it does not appear that any ga«^ 
T^^hqr^was j^^pointed in Jud^ by the Peraiapa; it ia 
thi^r^o]^;p^cliide4 that the prefect of Syria rwl^l tbam 
iit-jp^tj^jelatiag to the. king; but that the ip^tem^. 
goyexpQ;^nt was left to the high priest, aocoriing.to tba . 
priyi^^es obtfuned.l^. Ezra and his suocesaor, I>ariiia • 
Ngtl^i^ 4i^.>^^ st'^ign of nineteen years, and w^n 
suc^i^e^^d by his son Artax«rxes, whom the Gredm 
called, Mnemon, on, account of his ezceUaot memory* 
Th^rp i». A . tptal silence as to the a£Eairs:of the Jews 9A 
th^ j^^,,durii^g thirtyHwo yeam» at the and of whidi- 
is|)iac)i^,.the.,dea^ of Joiada, after he had b«)d hiP: 
o%f^ hfPlf' yfears. He waa succeeded by his sen Joh 
haii?fi][»jor Jonathan. It may be infcarred that the p^^ 
pie had abated much of their zeal for Gad's law ; 4mA 
thi^^eppeistit, thought more of their own adTaooepaMK 
tha^^^^jbii^^o^ur; if we may j^udge by the conduot^f 
Jofa^^^ hia brother towajrds eadi other, JepbvaV > 
an^tlpq^jf piling him to defiie his bvother'a offii)^,l)||.. 
coY^ fjbft ^:i^dshipi of Bagoses, the governor of 3yij% 
an^iljCf^yiljlc^, Qn him to order the deposition pf (Jphar. . 
naQ^f^^^e-f^pppi^tmeot of himself to be. hig^ pmfl. 
Wl^ J>^ h^ p^twied this griint he went to JenmJ^i^r 
and^ifi^jp^iately attempted to put it into effect. 4o*?. 
baaan strenuously oppos^ .h^n ; ^d the contention 
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between them rose to such a height, that^ unmindful of 
their hoiy character, as priests of tbe Lord, and regard* 
less of the saciedness of his temple, Jeshua was slain in 
the inner court of it, by the hand of his brother. Qa<> 
goses, hearkig of this, came in great ang^r to Jerusaleiq, 
lo take cognisance of the fact. When he* was aboiat to 
enter the temple, the prvests objected that^ as a Gen* 
tile, he could not be admitted, since it would be ao- 
counted a profanation of the place. Bagoses very pro<^ 
peily replied, that the place in which so horHble a 
murder had been committed could suffer no defileo^ent 
by his presence ; as a living man could not- be more iip^ 
pure than a mangled. corpse. The priests were un£j^l|| 
to refute this reasoning ; and the prefect entering the 
temple, laid a fine of fifty drachmas. on- e?ery lan^b 
efiiered there* This fine was considered ^ a grievqits 
burden .by the Jews; and it might W€dl be so, iA:a 
twofold sense : ' first, as rendmring their Sj^^iifices veiy 
expensive; and secondly, as reminding them confB- 
niially of their subjection to a foreign power. (To 
the more- pious among them would be add^ a 4e6p 
humiliation also; for the dreadful event which- gave rise 
to it. It is somewhat astonishing that Johanan eonti* 
nued to officiate as high priest after this ; but* we inusi 
conclude tiiat he held, in that character, the su|>i?|ne 
anthority ; and was not therefore amenable to any jvdv 
^tuxe superior to his own* The fine ontbia 4»n^^ 
was paid during seven years, at the end of which I^Q^e 
the death of Artaxerxes caused a change ui tbf ^Ip* 
pointment of governors ; and Bagoses »> longer remain^ 
in Syria to etact it. The next king of Persia was 
named Oehus; he gained the throng by a sanies of 
crimes, whidh rendered him hatefiit to his stibjectSyand 
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caused many of the provitices to re?olt at th^ begmnin^ 
of his reign. The Persian empire was kH>w drawing 
near to its end ; for 1^ prifioe of Greek, who was to 
subdue k, was bom at Pella, in Mac^onia, in the third 
year of Ochus. In the eighth year of this xnonarch, a 
revoh'of the Sidbhian^ and other Phoenicians^ brought 
him, with a large army, into their coimtry; with the 
design of subduing' them before he marched agaia^t 
Egypt. The Grecian mercenaries, who aided the 91- 
donians, terrified at the approach' of Oclius, purchased 
their owii* safety by betraying the city; and the wretched 
iidiiabitants, fearing to ^1 into the hands of the.mcra^ 
li^ss tyrant,' set fire to thdr own houses, and perished 
in them, to lliel number of forty tliousand. . The Jjbws 
are supposed to have had sotaie share in this revolt of 
the Phoenicians'; for after the destruction of Sidon, 
tiie king marched into Judea, took Jericho, and making 
many of them captives, dispersed them into Sgyptand 
Hyrcanik. - ' • ' , 

- In the fbliowing year Obhus succeeded in bringing 
^ypt ohde more under the Persian yoke; and it kas 
never -sfnce- that time been an independent kingdom^ 
mled by a* sovereign of its own ; but hai been succes- 
sivdy governed b^ the Greeks, Romans, and Turks. It 
•hks'not a^y nHMre* exalted itself above the nations, for 
•6M has'dimiiltshed it,a^ording to his declaration by 
the prophet EzeAuel. Johanan, the high priest, dying 
int the eighteenth year of Ochus, his office deiFcdtaedon 
Jl^dua Ms sobv After Ochus had subdued Slgypt, 
and' btoUghl^ trnder the othet pnovinces iBFbich kad re^ 
lilted, h^ give -himself «p to sloth- and luxury; leaving 
Htk^ a#ai]?l of thfe enpbe in the hands of his two fa- 
i^ourite offieei«k Oni^ of these, aamed Bagoas, who 
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irkDtybfitk wBgyptt«ili| tttking '^t^V ^fflftittM 'at iU«i! 

had beetii vktotMl by ^clrtis, tio^filtlved to )^t%ts^^ 
deo^ by poison, filter he bad r^lpked^t^enif'^n^ y^ibfi 
Resentment, h^weter, wad liot tihe OAly'itiolfvc^^f l^ 
conduct ; ambition also excited in 'him the 'dfecjiii^^ W 
reigning ; and, in order to gratify this passion, he killed 
all the sons of Ochus, -except the youngest,- named 
Arses, whom he placed on the throne as a nominal 
king. The reign of this prnce was vetj short ; for 
Bagoas, finding that he was acquainted with air his 
crimes, and preparing to puni^ them, tookimmedfilte' 
meamires to prevent his doing so, by ptztt^ng hittf i!^ 
death also. Abont the same time died PhiH{]i 6f M^-^ 
cedon, not long mfuk he had been appointed getie^aAii-' 
sknb of ihe Gvedian army appointed to Tnr»de'Peri^^. 
He was succeeded, in his kmgdom and' comniefnd',*f^ 
his> son Alexander, then twenty yeeurs of Age. "fhe i^' 
caift throne of Persia was filled by Darius CoddmkhM;^ 
vAno was a descendant of Darius NothuS, but iiot' thie^ 
sdn 6f any king of Persia : Bagoas haTing slain-att'tM 
royal family. The character of this prince' was t^tiit^ 
diffcfrent to that of his predecessors ; he wa^ diiltittL' 
gulshed for talour, gentleness, and generosity; ahd' 
might have proved a blessing to ^e empire, had ndt ^b' 
time of blessing bleeti past. Crimes of Ihe deepest dy^ 
had stained the anni^ of Persia, and the measbre of 
her ihiqufty being great, proportionable judgments -weti' 
about to be assigned her. A virtuous and nobfe-minded 
jprincewas not the sort of tool BagoiM wanted^ aitd'he 
consequiently prepared a poisonous drknght tc/ get rid 
of him; ' Darius, however, being apprised of his design;' 
compelled him to drink it himself, and thus put an end 



lib. fvUiu^tac^WMs*' The iMiir iivuMir«k WM Boatoaiy 
ciui^don bi8r thwae bofoie he hndiUi ntcoauigj!^ 
>->tigu#i,> of wiir, ABdto ofipcBe jem iaaqpeliioiiS)«teiD.]B 
i. th^ pefSQQ.of Ailexaiiderof Macadon^ vho.arMtoil 
>« H^U«ipoi>t at th« head of Ike Gfeotan fonoM u llm 
dcopd- feaf of .Daruis. 
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L .pi^.,QQ|,<i9l«Qd to fottow the vac^NWHis qouth ipC 
AJI^s^flfMi^*' hjF « vecital ef the eveota which aaarked; Hu 
T^^q^iuitoS them n«$t be freqiiently m yonr.baiMJhM 
aiv4,,I,doiil?t.?u)t tb^kt the iatorest tbey ^oile io yenof 
inji^^frb^^wdad to fix tb^n in yoiur memory. My 
d^rf.^.pfepeQt U, that youjhoiild ngfoi them in 4 
n^ |)|Cint of ¥iew: thet ie^.ui cowiaxion with mei^: 
pi^pt)^ciee» of iribicbtbey becemetbelitefal completiemi 
ThfE^ ^j^ I ffbfldi notiee i« that b the aeoond chapter oC. 
D3^if4f wM^'^^Biong the four ttnivemal empire*, thel^. 
oi,,Qt^ef» ia^described ea '' the third kingdom of bnw^ 
wbiob should bear role over the whole earth." But,ri^^ 
n^ore accurate and full description of the prQgieaa» ex^- 
tef^ fM)d4uralion of this kingdom is given in d^ ^ii^^K- 
el^aptsr of the aame pxopbet; wheie not only a vision. • 
oi tbiefuture was displayed to him, but an iatefpneta- 
ti(m,^. the viaion itself^ was afforded by the aagel Gar. 
biidt I wiah you now to study this chapter^ as for as.. . 
tb^re^d of; the twenty«second verse ; and then tQ'Oom<-r 
pfl^ it with .what you know of the character and. 
acbk^eipenta of Alexander. ¥pii cannot Wl tq b&. 
im^s8ed;with their singular ep^irespondence V) |fsadi^.> 
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is artm^ pushing, witboit fsateaintuin .all* dinetioiis^ 
]}ki8trates the 'despotic 4Mithonty. which: the kiiig8> aad 
governors exercised Over all the -nations under' tftieir 
sway; and whidb heoame, under viciouB princeis; a 
most insufferable tyranny. Alexander was pmpetiy. 
the Brst king of Grecia; for he was the first who ob-> 
tained the general suffrage o£ all the estates : effeoting 
by the terror of his arms alone, what his father had 
scarcely brought about by policy^ bribes, and compul- 
sion. The impetuous temper of Alexander was Well 
known,- not only to his' enemies, but. to his deaitest 
frieiMU, who frequently experieneed ihe fatal e&cts of 
it ; and the rafridAty of his nmrches, as: desoiibed by 
historians, waasudb, thttt he caose^upon his eneniies 
unawares, before they had time to take any measures 
for defence or rssistande.- Now look at the description 
of him in the prediction, as ccmiing from the west, 
with such speed aascaicely to touch the i ground, and 
travelling the whole ear£h in that diractimi p as ossting 
down to the ground the power of Penia, wherein was 
no strength to resrat him ; and with .whom was found 
none that could deliver out of his hand« It is I tiiink 
scarcely needful to point out to you the meaning tii the 
eighth verse, in which the f»'ogressive greatness and 
{wemature death of the victor are foretold ; as well as 
the partition of his emfare; But these predictions of 
Daniel were not the only ones which had their* comple- 
tion in the conquests of Alexander. There were o&ers 
of Isaiah, Ezekiel, .See. respecting some of the people 
who inl^jNted Syria and Palestine, which had not been 
fully accomplished by former conquerors. The most 
remarkable among them were the predictions of utter 
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ruin lo Tjve, lAkk wexe Tseonled with the utmMt 
precisioii* In the taking of tfaaf city by N^^biiohad- 
Ekezzar, • the ruin of it web not efieeted ; because the 
iakabitants found means to femove their wealth, aad 
thereby secaredthe meana of nnngfrom a temporary de^ 
f»«8$iop, aad buiUing a new city. But it was far other* 
wise with T^re when tdcen by Alexander; though the 
siege lasted only seven months. His impetnous rage 
at being detained before this place, knew no bounds 
"when he had made himself master of it: he not only 
b«|fned the city, but destroyed a great number of the 
inhabitants, and sold the rest, amounting to thirty 
thousand, for slaves. When he had thus satiated his 
vengeance, he caused the city to be rebuilt; and peo- 
pled -it with colonies drawn from the neighbouring 
eounferies.:- 

It was during this siege of Tjrre, that the Jews gave 
serious offince to Alexander; and were by him doomed 
ta destruction for it. But the same God who had 
raised him up as a scourge for the nations, designed 
hufa as a protector to his people ; and by a wonderful 
interposition, turned his rage into humble sdoration : 
causing, in this instance also, ** the wmth of man 
lo prsise him.*' The Tyrians who were constantly oc- 
cupied in commeice, and not at dl given to agricul- 
tute» drew their sustenance chiefly from Samaria and 
Judea: countries celebrated for their fruitfulness. 
Atoander, on sitting down before Tyre, sent to demand 
supplies for his army from these quarters; and was 
furnished with them by the Samaritans. But the Jews, 
having sworn fealty to Darius, desired to be excused on 
that account; as they could not obey any other mas- 
ter during his life ; nor violate their allegiance towards 
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himt by Miug UB-oieanti. . AlanAder had a» loentf 
oompl0bed tiie d«itr«etioii of Tjre ikaD-be 4iq|ttiiliii 
BMircblQifaidf JtruMfem, fidly intent od lbs ytngMBoe 
1m h^ so long mectitettd* The Jews, heariag of In* 
approach/ were in the utmost oonstenialaan;' bvA M\ 
memberiog the fonner meiciea of the Loi4y and faia 
promises to deliver them out of troafaie ; Aey madcttbab 
deTOQt sappUcations unto him ; and oeist tbemseWesen^ 
tireiy on his mercy. He who had nerer said to tbd 
house .of Israel, *^ Seek ye my face/' in vain, tmm- 
vouchsafed to be found of them ; and to graAt the 
metey they implored. He directed Jaddua^ hi a vwkimp 
to^foithfrom Jerusalem and meet Alexand^^ .de^* 
sirtng him to put on his pontifical vdbes and t» tak^ 
with him the priests, habited according to their ofide^ 
and all the people, in white garments. In complianoe' 
with these commainds, Jaddua wait foilh Ab foyowm^ 
day, and advancing to an eminence without JemsBieia^- 
named Sapha^ .there awaited the. king's appvoacl». 
When Alnanderappeared in sights the whole proees^- 
sion, with Jaddua at: their head, went fbrwaird to tneefr 
htm . . The king no sooner beheld the Ingh priest tbavhe 
was'Strttck with awe and reverence; and, to tbe aateM 
nislmient of .multitudes on both sides, bowed down and 
saluted him with religious veneration. Parmenio <^ 
manded an explanation of this extraordinary conduct; 
and inquired of the king why be, whom all adored/* 
should thus aForship the high inriest of the Jews. Aleza»-^ 
der repUed, that he did not offer this adoration to* Jad-* 
dua, bat to that God whose 'priest he wasw HetheA 
deelared that when he was at Dinm in Macedonia, 
deliberating on the invasion of Persia, and in -some 
doubt as to the success of it; this very priest, dbreasad 



^Hlc% ^ikBif fmmUm^ Iftd wjffBBo^^ Um im^Aemfi 
«iifl -eoeGtini^ Ittin to* pfoceed'HsilMniiidartl^M^ 
^MiMiiftlifit Oed^wodd ^d^ectand prosper tnH 19 tt^ 
^Hi8 |}veiihii poiMsr t6 subdue tttewfaoiePeni^n «te^rr* 
l%b lustuftlfn^etoieetif Jttddva^ he addedy now avane^ 
biifc fiuit He'wks'veftlly guided in iiiaenterpriaftbyGodt 
aiM^ilMRild therefore certahkly succeed in kt, aiB he 4&d 
pnsnSauA^' After this exphotalioa the 'king enbmced 
Ja8diiii;-''aiid', gcfin^ witii him to JerfMalem, eifeared 
9kiMoH in'lh'e templei WbHe he i^emaided itk-ikb 
diif , ^oMutt' showed htm the prophec^ies of *Di»iel, 
wl tf JTO lii'^ 'Gifecian prince wasspokto of, as appointed 
t9^bvei#trbw*th^ Persian empires This serred as a far- 
liip^edtoiifagembiit to assure him of entke suceest^ 
and Iftade hkn so w^U satiiaied 'with his wit to Jeruifi^ 
letn^ that beBre his departure he^ called the people 
to^thcfr^ 'and d^iredto know what favour they h&d to 
afik-'bf 'htik. * Ifiey begged iiim to allow them the fttt 
ex^Bm»^ tfeir own laws, civil andteligioln, and an 
exemfitioafftbm ttibij^ once iii seven years; wfttothey 
Were>fofbi6den to cultivate their land, or gather in tim 
fndtstiP it. Thesd privileges were readHy accorded by 
Alneandir, who left the'city, to porsoehiii enterpiisea^; 
nfat* doubting tiiat' he was the person alluded to' in the 
profibecietf^ that had been shown him* Alexander had 
scafo^ left Jernsalem when- a 'deputation from the 
Steafftans waited on him, to request ths^ he would 
hoaonr^ their city and temple with bn presence. When 
he* hdd demanded supplies for his army, they had not 
oniy^funiished them wil)iout'<]telay, but had also sent 
eight ihonsand men to be employed in his service. 
They we^ greatly disappointed that he had not in- 
flicted his threatened vengeance on Jemalem; and 

H 
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atiU more. 90 wImwi tb^ beaid tbtit lie hfid ndlonly 
ji|)ai»4» but faTOUD^ their liyals^ the Jews. Similar he* 
noursaii4 pciv^ges, at leasl* wece e^^teoted bj the«i» 19 
return for tbeirdready subnuBsioa ; but Alexander excused 
bimself for the present, by the urgency of his afiairft: 
{xromising to vis^t th^m, if possible, on his i^tura frcRU 
Egypt, whither he was then hastening. Hie deputi^ 
then begged the san^^ exemption frc^tri)iute as he. had 
granted the Jews; but ^ they c^mld not then satisfy him 
a9 to the yalidity of their claim, he deferredthis zuEattef 
also till his leetitm. On his way to Eg^pt, Alexander 
was detained .two months before Gasta^ which being a 
st|x>ng city, and ably defended by Betis, ^bo goyemlld 
there for Darins, sustained the attacks c^ all his forces 
during, that tiiae. Here the king received two danger* 
ous wounds, which, added to the delay, enragedhim tb 
such a degree, that whea^ he had taken the city, he 
treated the inhabitants and their yaUant governor ^th 
excessive cruelty : acting over again, or even surpassing 
the tragic scenes he had displayed at Thebes and a^ 
Tyre. When he arrived at P^lusium in Egypt, so far 
from meeting with any resistance, he was welcomed by 
the natives as u deliverer ; and haUed as their khofg. 
The . Persians from .the time of Cambyses had ahmys 
been hateful to the Egyptians, by the tyranny they ex- 
ercised towards them ; and by the oontemptthey evinced 
for their superstitions, which, absurd as they were, wetie 
nevertheless held sacred by the nation. It is not snr^ 
prising, therefore, that they should welcome any new 
comer, nor that Alexander at the head of a victoiibiis 
army should find them ready to open their gates to him. 
It was when he was fuUy established in the possession 
of Egypt that Alexander projected that silly journey 



tOi the .temple of: Jinpiitei; dan^qnick Libyan {ntoxr- 
Qffl^ ynth su€CQS^9 he ^1x19 taha^va forgotten- wbM 
^^l>«ji^ at Jierua«km'9 ^^ ^^ f^^ aon^iderinf bim^ 
a^ m io^traupent to exfpute the d^^^f^^ ^^ the God 
^ h^Y^ik^ be Imojfiesi ioflf^ted with the coi^teiyiptihlQ 
yft^ity Qf passing for a dlvimty himself. Oa bis way t$) 
th^^ t($0)il^^ b0. filled on the sitis of a new oity which 
hftji^g^^^opiipi^ioiui: for trade wd cQum^f^^ ; a^ 
tO.j^bi)^ b^ glV^e bis Qwn name. H^fvi^g^ettied eve^y 
tbi^ rc^pentiog t}ii3,city» the bvilding went on so ra^ 
pjflly dupng,l^is.a^^u:e, th^ on^^ return, b^ pro^id^d 
for the peopling of it, by dxa^uig- coioikieft frqo^ olh^iT 
pa^Qn9* A9u^ th^ vj^re many Jews^ ta/wbo^ be 
^QW^di^tpf^y tbi,e free ^xes<?i3e of their religion and 
i^ws« jbut tjie n9^, ijni3^Diti#s as w^vp granted to bis own 
M4<^qpian9bt whom h^ settled there. Alexander bav^ 
VfS "^fiofjej^,^ Mpm^bi^f, and, there regulated the fu- 
tBfCi gQv^iTUE^ei^t of £^pt> reljucned '^J^ A^ia in th4 
«^j^g to pxQs^yte thi^ w^aF against Basins. When h^ 
reaphf4 Palestine, he w^s jntbcnxed that Andrc^^cbufi 
^ji^OQ^he had left to goyem that country and Syria, h^4 
kf^ji ]|^^)iUuoHsly Icilled by the Samarjtan^. The di&<- 
{qjy)il^Tp^ntjo/ these, people when they applied to Al^i^* 
^4#^ ¥^4 ^^^ i^fusi^ the favours^ which hadbe^ 
.C9pferred on the Jews, is suji^x^ed to haf e caused th^ 
d^Sf^ntpnt qjid rage which. incited. thm tp tbis.n^ndef> 
^loxap^er wa9^ gi^etsttly disgle^sedi and it was; not U^ 
be^orf^heay^nged it*. He put to deajth the principal 
^gpesspp? ;, ajnd driving tl^e rest of the inhabitants out 
Qf S^$iria|» s^ttle^ .^ colony of Macedonians there^; 
.a^,g^ye their .(j^bertwitories to the Jews. The- Tgfor 
ni^^of . the S;g^ritdA4 whQ Siii^ived this calamity, re- 
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tired to Bhecbeib/ near Mcraiit Gemtm^ which pihor 
aft^rwaids faecame * the dbief city of that^podple; ^Bhc 
eight thousand who had feHovcd Afexander/wtlte aeilt 
l»y him to settle at Thdmis in Egypt : lest rerenge^fbr 
the. fate of their coontryinen should incite tfaepito 
mutiny. Alexander having settled the affidm of (Sfyfiii 
and Palestine^ again took the Md, and crosMiig'lM 
liyers £u|^inites and Tigris, gained tfa^ dadikef^baltt^ 
of Aibela, by which he put an end ta fiie F^nnui 
empire: for Darius was nnaUe to make head agaiat 
him any mote; and the death of thai piince' shortly 
after, left him without a rival. * ^ ^ ^ 

Thus, in the space of three years, was Ais nighty 
pire subdued ; because the time appointed for itr 
was come: and thus were the ambitions vteMtidf 
Alexander rendered subservient to the d^gns of God^s 
Providence. In our reflections on tibe rise ond.fUllof 
empires and kingdoms, let us ever remember tint, ^-fiif^ 
motion comedi neither from the east norfirom tbd wei^' 
that it is not the strength of armies, nor lhe< policy ^of 
rulers that can in any way decide the fttte of aatkaa. 
But that ** God is the judge who setteth «p oae 4Hftd 
putteth down another.*' Let us be naless mind&l tiiiat 
the strength of any people is the defence of the' Most 
•High ; and that where the fear of God prevaib^ ^e 
fear of man is not only taken away, but the pimtt/of 
man annihilated ; ** For if Ood be for ns, who earn he 
'^against us ?" In the dreadful scenes of casmc^ add 
destmetion which attend the progress of a conqnesor, 
end in the crimes and cruelties which disgraee 'Ihe 
aiuials of mankind, let nscontemphitethe coBSfMfttwMes 
' which Bin hail entailed on our race : ever xemembciiBg 
'- ♦ OrSydmr* ':' 



libsipuryihcaite.«are»>^y'aiaAterey 04(10%' corrupl Whh 

iUdi^ ollilheiiioBt-proftigite; and If vnt hive not, like 

Ihen't^bsentlAftiH ^uorance of God''« willy to give oxix* 

wlYSQBnQp. to^ the .doiiutiion of ^n, let aj» a^cfibe glory 

andifMose toilhd Lend for his redeemii^ grace* whereby 

Itttykadi^aHed^iiSiiOiit! of/ mch darkness, into kis marvel* 

id«s..lightb . There ane so other cncumatanees in the 

HhxtLASemndee tdiioh regard ofor pseaent aubfect^ 

ttBBspfhigi.ki8 desire to restjore and beautify Babylon ; 

J w iMU .' & he iatedded to fibc the seat of hk empire. He 

tiegadfcl^'eiideajronring to repair the bonk, which had 

been broken down by Cyrus ; but some obstacle retarded 

<4iiB ft^gvoB^ 6f this work, and his death soon niter put 

tan&edtiieieid to it. He was no less solicitous to re^ 

ttmikt the tenipfe of Beltis, which had been deatroyed by 

tjXnMes; «ndfic« this purpose employed his soldiers to 

toMnrstway^e nibbish. When it came to the turn of 

^iufse am(xa§ then who were Jews, they absolutely re^ 

fittedt toilaboar.at this work; alleging that their reli* 

'giro'ifbfrbade them to assist in the erection of an idol 

tempke, ■Alexander ordered them to be punished] but 

^ihismttaBare had.no effect in bringing them to obe- 

4lJeiice' in thas particular. The king was at length ao 

much pleased with their constancy, that he not only 

Ibrgaive their refusal, but dispensed with their services, 

mid aHowed tliem to return to their own country. It is 

flcwcely needful to remind you that God had declared 

'by tlie prophet Jeremiah that Babylon should sink and 

toffvier rise again* The attempts of Alexander were not 

inlbwedup by cmyof his successors, so that the city 

was left in the forlorn and unhealthy state to which the 

* atagnant waters had reduced it On the building of 

Seleucia, about thirty years after, the inhabitants quit- 
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tiid'ft sp6t>^hi<5U w«i6^0'tete ittr^hdiefiohiie Hian txtfa-) 
t^rti^able to trbffte, fend we^ W flwdl ift the tiew cttyi 
Babylon, thus d^etted, fdft iri«o mt^ contempt <tt^ 
fttiri, a^fi t)eea»e " a iplaoe fthr th« Mttert, "Mid i^cjlWfc *f 
Vatfer; a dWdKng t>lacfe for 0^8 aritt b*k«ir '«* ^tM 
desert ; till a« length rt %fes 9#ep^ awsty Witii ih^ b^idMI 
of dedtrtictioh," So <io1npletdy, that tt^vellew Mil^S 
h^'^ had p€^ flilRcmlty lii letscc^ttainitog ^6 ^potlfHf^ 
hUtood* 
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Bk*oitB we qtiit (he sufejects #hicli hat^l^Iy ^gti^ 
our notice, I rtnist beg ^out ^tteMton tb the Vettrfrf:^ 
t Wi^ to Of¥^r oin the chdtacter 6t Ale^^bfide^.' His ViA 
beeti stttnatnfed " The OreM*' by hfe bi6gttfp!iew^ IMft 
the adtions of his Tiffe, wHelheY pnblie or prttate, aite %y 
ko means dttch ajs cati give hhA a!ny d«rim t6 th&t tM^. 
If indeed a tiian'd eharacter t<rere'to be Ie9tiniated'^y%ia 
sia6cei^, the caite would be alletied : but '^t«h tMe^, 
Aleicaifider wouM i^aiiid pre-enikieivt temonf^ tli^sffr bfiff^ 
who have' been the~ i^eourges df niankiiid ; atid tltat 
#ouM not mMj be an enviable didtibetion. Th^fite h a 
fk64::mating charm icaAed glory wHieh hiiitorian^ ibb 
frek^iiently tllrow ai'otiiid (conquerors ; and WHidi, Airf- 
2tihg the eyes of superficial bidders, pre^^^Ms kkSl^sie 
inspection of their real characfter. Young persons iife 
veiy apt to yield tb the irhpireteions made in tbiir iMsh- 
'ner ; becaulse their inexpetience lei^ds then! to My im- 
plicitly <m ttie judgment of others ; ateft thfeir <^nsba-> 

• Isaiah xiu. \Q^22. xiv. &. Jeremiah t K. 
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acting openness induces them to believe every thingf 
» vely, which in any way appears so. It is thutf I must 
ocount for the predilection entertained for the heroes 
C ancient timeSy whom I formerly admired, perhaps ai. 
tnth«aia8ticaUy as you do now. The virtues of Alex- 
ander have been greatly extolled, let us proceed to 
i^nsilyse them : beg^ning with those which should be 
possessed by a military commander. You, who delight 
Ln reading warlike achievements, are doubtless aware 
tliat thoie are, valout, prudence, fortitude, self-posses- 
sion, temperance, clemency, and a desire for peace as 
90on as it can be honouraUy obtained. Now view the 
conduct of Alexander, and you will perceive that it 
displays none of these qualities, .in that just measure 
ivhich alfa>ws them to blend, and form a distinguished 
c^iaiacter. Of courage, indeed, he had a laige share ; 
but that, for want of being tempered by^ prudence an^ 
eelf-possession, degenerated into raiAiness and brutal 
ferocity. Of clemency he had none ; as the fate of 
Thebes, Tyre, and Gaza, sufficiently attest : and so far 
was he.frooi desiritag peace, that he constantly refused 
it to Darius; and thought no regions too remote, no 
people too i&considerable or poor, to be the subjects of 
his unrelisonable warfare. Tempemnce ceitainly did 
not bekmg to his character. His bacdianalian proces-* 
. «ion^ the burning of Persepolis, and his premature deaths 
pr^ye this unquestionably. His want of self-possessioii 
tensed him to be the murderer of his dearest friend ; 
and the total absence of fortitude appeared on many 
occasions ; but more especi^ly When his wounds, and 
the delay he met widi at Gaza, caused him to sacrifice 
the valiant governor of that place to his ungenarous 
rage. As a king, he is no more to he admioed than as 
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a general. The aubjecU he leftbjehiodi vepd .exposed ^ 
the ra|>aicity of his ministers ; and those who followed 
him were subjected to. the toils of war dH]^,,p.^^ 
years, for t}ie mere ^tifieation of his .iii^m^asi)i:^hl(^ 
ambition.. As a man, be gave way to every .i^i^Ist^ (^ 
passion, pride, and vanity : rarely, if ever, 3\ibpii^^ 
to the dictates of reason. What folly c^ Bm:p9A«.^h^ 
which he displayed.in wishing to be thought. ^,d|vipjl;y,| 
and what littkoess eaa exceed that whicl^ iaduped, ^im 
to bribe the priests of Jupiter Hammofi to declart^ tb^ 
he was one ? His silly imitation of the heroes^of Hoif^^ 
led him noi only into ridiculous incons^t^nougs^ . l)H^ 
iuto the commission of the most flagrant acts of q^ljty^ 
If it was needful for ]nm tp be a copyist, )»e .fiad.^q 
occasion to consult the pages of fiction ; sinoe the ai^r 
thontic annals of Greece presented a list of hi$rj9es wo^^ 
thy of imitation. The justice of Aristides,.the ^o;:f>e^-) 
apce of Themistocles, the prudence of Miltiadies^ ^t^ 
fortitude of Leonidas, and the pacific mpder^ti^^.gf 
Cimon were all combined with steady undaunted valouf^^ 
and had they been cultivated by Alexander, tbey,^o^<^ 
have rendered him an accomplished general^ % jpf^^iyc^^ 
king, and a virtuous jnan. I trust th^e r^nji^^, ^ill 
help you to form a different opinion of conqvfi^pr^.tp 
that which is generally entertained ; and tht^.y^^ fni)jl. 
perceive they are to be regarded as instruments. jp« t^ 
hand of God, for the chastisement of the.^atjijp^ ^^j^. 
are permitted to overcome. The Lord himself cja^ap^ 
of them <' the rod of his anger ;* and declaiefi (p.^o^;, 
ther that, '' The Most HJgh ruleth in the Jkii^gdWvflf 
iQen, and giveth it to whomsoever he will,. and .aftt^^ 
i^p over it the basest of men,"t whenever the cryix^ 

* Isaiah x. 5. t Daniel iv. 17* 
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iquity of Vl nation inquires a display of his tigbteoiid 
idgmetiti'. At an instrument of this kind, Alexander 
SL8 ibresfaown by prophecy ; and at the appointed time 
lised* iip and Sustained by Divine Providence, till he 
SLd performed the purposes of his elevation. When 
hese were fulfilled, he^ was permitted to fall, as a rod 
it scdtitr^ from the hand of one, who, after inflicting 
L neediiil chastisement, has no farther use for it. 

The sndden death of Alexander, and the division of 
his empire into four parts, were no less the subjects of 
prophecy than his astonishing and impetuous career ; 
for *• Vhen the he-goat had waxed very great, and was 
become strong, the great horn was broken; and' for i\ 
came tip four notable ones toward the four winds of 
heaveii/'* These four kingdoms as the angel declared 
we^e •* not iii his power ;"t nor were they in his family ; 
f6f tbough his captains pretended to set up his brother 
and his sons, they took especial care that none of them 
$hot[1d survive longer than was convenient to their am- 
bitious views; and of all the relations of Alexander, 
tied one was permitted to live more than a few years, 
fl^er hl9 death. 

Jaddua, the high priest of the Jews, died in thethircjf 

y^a^ of the nominal king Philip Aridseus ; after having 

held his office twenty years. He was succeeded by his 

s66f Otiias. After the death of Alexander, Syria, Phoe-* 

ificift, ind Judea were assigned to one of his captains, 

natned Laomedon, who kept the undisturbed possession 

of^fbeitt during three years; but was vanquished and 

dftv^il t>ot of them in the fourth year by Ptolemy, who* 

coteidftr^d' these countries desirable because they were 

dotttignous to Egypt. The Jews, however, who regaitletl 

• Dtmiel viii. 8» t Daniel viii. 22. 

h2 
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their oath tb LaomcfloD, did not readily ^ield to Ptdlemy ; 
but chose itidier to sugtain a riege thahi Tkrfate IImv 
allegiance : Jerusa)^ being weH fortified hf aitaatkn 
as well as by art, might have held out a 
time; but Ptolemy having discovered that tlie 
were left ungaarded on the sabbfetth^ mddfe an -aasaidl 
on that day, and took the place ivithont renstance. 
This superstitious observance' of the sabliafh affords a 
sort of presumptive evidence that the Jiews bad, even at 
this time, a corrupt notion respecting some of Hkeir iavs. 
For had tbey refored to the sense of Scripttire on -diis 
occasion rather than to the leltter, they would have 
acted odierwise. Joshua was commanded to compass 
the city of Jericho seven successive days^ one of wkick 
'(though peibaps not the last) must have beete the sab- 
bath : and though this might not autborise the people 
of, God to attack t\\ek enemies on that boly li^y, it 
would surely afford a precedent for their def^diof 
themselves when assaulted : as they might have known 
that the Gracious G6d, who gave them the sabbath, did 
not intetid that their lives should be saoiflced* in the 
observance of it. When Ptolemy had (bus* takisn tiie 
city, he treated the Jews with great rig6ur; and carried 
away no less than a hundred thousand of tbeih as cap- 
tives into Egypt. But on mature reflection , be changed his 
conduct towards them : for rightly considering that their 
opposition to him arosef from their faithful adherence to 
Laomedon, he sought by kindne^ to attach thiin in a 
similar manner to himself. He appoftlted thehi to pfeces 
of trust, employed them tb ganfeon cities, important by 
their strength and situation, and allowed' such as were 
not thus appointed to dwell in the same places ; because 
they requested pern^ission to do sq. It was at this time 



» 

hat the Jews were settled in Lybia and Cyrene, which 

Ptolemy had recently subdued. Their descendants con- 

inued in those countries till the Christian era, and are 

mentioikefl in the New TestameikU* In the midst of the 

QonteaaAjioB among Alexander's saocessois, Judea Fell 

next into the hand$ of Antigonus. On this occasion 

Ptalisoay,w:as obliged to retreat into Egypt, where many 

JeiwB icdlowed him voluntarily : preferring his mild go- 

venuDoent to Aat of Antigonus; and a quiet residence 

in.Gg^ypt to the disturbed state of Syria and {Palestine, 

which we^e so frequently the seat of war, till a(^er the 

bajttle of Ipsns; nHicn ibese oountries were assigned to 

Ptcdemy. 

. O^iktt the high priest dying after he had officiated 
twenty-one years, had for his successor l^mon, who 
on aocoimt of the piety and holiness of his life, was 
BurwuQifd " the Just." It was during his priesthood 
that. Seleucus buHt Antioch on the Orontes, and Se- 
leucaa on the Tigris, with many other cities of inferior 
pote in Asia. To promote the peopling of these cities 
he.gmnted immunities and privileges to all who would 
jie^ide imthent. These, with the mildness of his go- 
vemiaent, induced numbers to place diemselves under 
his protection : so that his new cities soon became popu- 
lous njii floarishmg. The Jews were especially favoured 
by Sekucus, who allowed them the same privileges aS 
tUe MaAedoniatis ; and they dwelt in large numbers, in 
ai\.p^s of his territories : those of Babylonia, inhabit- 
ing the cities east of the £u|>hrates, and those of Pales- 
tioe seUling in the cities of Syria, where they became 
an^Qsid^rable as their countrymen in Alexandria. 

^ ' ♦ Acta ii. 10. vi, 9. 
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4SiKoii the Just heM tlie^sacied office bf .h^ .pneit 
Qoly^ QlDe.yean ; but ihe. sanctity of hs chwnetet^ nd 
itb^ good be ejected during thai time gained hiin the 
T^Aer^tion and love of the Jens, who have always h«d.a 
amgalar v«gaid itmrhis memory. He is said to have been 
tlie last of the great synagogue, or sueeesnon of eluleiB, 
jfihOj toth^ aumber of ahundxed and tnenty^ flouriak^d 
i^f^tbe return of the Jews from Babylon; aad.wltf) 
laboured to build up the church and state, by qoUM«- 
ing, arranging, teaching, and enforcing the holy iiGrii>* 
tures. Ezra, as we have seen, had a principal shane in 
^Uecting the sacred writings ; but as the later leeMNtdft 
of JSTehemiah, and the prophecies of Malacbi meate wi9|$eii 
^er his time, they must have been added to thecai^^H 
J^j some other person. Besides there are circumstaACea-* 
j^^ick prove that the whole was not absolutely o^Ufk- 
l^leti^d till after the time of Alexander; and as Simt^a 
Ijt^e Just was the last person employed in settling the 
(^ftpon ; the perfecting of it, in the particulars refefled 
0, joptay. properly be ascribed to him. . i 

tnSjmon, at his death, had not a.son old<ea(iM«g^<|o 
.^eeed him ; his brother Eleazar was. therefone railed 
$fii tfie high priesthood. Simon had also beem pieaident 
^ the sanhedrim, or great council of the Jews, 9mdk iti 
^^.affioe he was succeeded by Antigonu8;Of $«kA»q, 
^ho 03 considered to have been the first of the JMibhftt- 
i9s^.dpcU>rs, or of thpse scribes that favoured 'tcadiliDae. 
'ij^he.fcinbedrim or great council of Jerusalem t/QitmiiBtJbA 
^jSfVj^ty persons, cHosen from among tbiQ aeiibea4dr 

>ii f Beaiike i3eiieali>gy of Jecoimik, I Chroa. iii. 17. Abo* lilikt"if 
J[ffhi(^ N^miak xift. IQi 11, . 
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doctors of the laW« They were the judges for the whole 

nation » in allmatteiB^ciiFil or ndigious; and in conjunct 

tion Mrith the high priest, executed the laws. There was 

«fclso4a «aithedrini in every city of Jndea, coosistiiif of 

twenty tbfce persons only, who were chosen in like n^to^ 

nsr^ Nicddemus, who came to our Lord by night, was a 

mesabcr of the gteat sanhedrim* Joseph of ArimatiMMi, 

ivshd suMisted in his burial, was one of the minor saahe^ 

drim held in that city. The terms scribes, kwyert, 

^ralerftv counsellors, and elders, are applied in the New 

IWstMnent to denote die persons of whom these eounciis 

we»^ •composed. 

» . Ptolemy Soter having ruled in Egypt thlrty^nihe year^ 

fh>m the death of Alexander, and twenty-four from th^ 

^Hwe ^e assumed the regal power, was now moire than 

eighty years of age. By the persuasion of his qtieeA 

ftire nio e, he determined on leavitag the kingdom to har 

son^ though he was not entitled to it as the eldest of his 

«lil^dFeni To prevent the contentions this choite walB 

iihcAy to occasion,- he raised him to the throtie dnrtiig 

M lifev to (Ale great dispteasnre of his elder br^kher , 

w)m> imm^iately fled from the Egyptian court. Tlie 

favoured prince is known in history by the riame t)f 

Pteittmy Philadelphus : and yon are probably acqo^nt* 

:^' wi^ hknas the fbunder of the celebrity Ale)fw 

taadrian' Mbrary and museum. In the first year of hh 

Vdlgt^i ^e famous watch-tower or light chouse' o^ th& 

islttad oC Pharos wte finished. I presume it is sdircely 

mMH ta add that this tower was accouht^ otte 

^%U^ seven wonders of the woiid : wad iMett f^n< it 

{dl'-other liglft-houses have received the name Pharos. 

Bst4[Work of more lasting utility, and of gfeatcf'iA^- 

portauoe than either of the abcrve, distinguished the 

reign of this prince. I meati' the translatfe^ ^^*the 



BrtievicriptansoftteOMTestaiiMi^iBtoGnek. It 

hn be«ft leid that tkk wink wn undfeartakeB at the de- 
dve of Plolaray fakmdfy wftM> beating that the Jemshd 
> cchibrote d baokt tent lor a oepy of it; a»ji eooplogfei 
aefODty eUien of ttie Jewish natioa to-taaivicle k. Tfai 
Aoeoiuit, gtisoAg dttdeBce, ofataiBed Ibr tftie Gnd: to^ 
akm the same-c^ Septutfint, which it s^ relu»; be 
jedieioaa wnten foject the relatioii aa.ficlilitHia,«aad tt- 
eabe the aadeftakinf^ to the Aiezeadraai Jems^iik 
ftom being loDgaoc«Bloiiiedtothe<jlieeklMigaage^]iad 
feigetten dife Chaldeie.; as their aneeston imd.fenneih 
forgotten the Hebrew. Whatever was the ongiit of tlss 
translation^ the eftect was certainly be»efieial; for 
Oieek being at diat time the nnhrenal language, lie 
eeriptmes becaaie accessible to any who wontld pad 
them. Nor was thi» all : far as the Jews l^- their ^great 
regard for traditions greatly corrupted thesanelvei^ aad 
nmde the word of God of none effect ; so {t nay foe io- 
ifietred that th^ woikld also have aMeied tbe seo^tMite 
themselves had not this transbitioBy and ^copse^cst 
number of copies dispereed abroad^ pneveitti^iiliar 
doing so. 

After the •coming of our Lard also, wbf^n bis r^ospA 
began to be preached in all the wofld, diere "was fio ec- 
easion for studying die propliecies of the Old Teetamest 
in the eriginel Hebrew; because tibe Septuagftit vimon 
wias ready made, and within the reach of all who.ooiild 
iread Greek; and its authenticity was fully establiftol 
by the frequent quotations made from it by our hstd 
end his'apostles. 

Eleazar the Ugh priest di^ soon filter the .time .in 
which this translation of the Old Testament is wud to 
have been made ; he was succeeded by Manasseh his 
uncle, who was brother to Jaddua; for his nephew 
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OiiidB ^«^s tndt "jf^ft oM enfoa^ to be inveitod widi fak 

-hereditary di^tyl There is ndtliing rdmarkabte on re^ 

<^i^'dttHiK^tHeprie8tlH)6daf Mk&iMeh; thoughiteiih* 

lMtilce8,a period of twenty six yekni : at his deadiOidaSy 

tbe second of that name, sueceted^d Um. The ehiiiBietai> 

of Otfms-did tiot resemhle that lof his fkther : for he was 

so fsrfwiA proih<Ming the welfiecre of hs oatkm by his 

^pfocM seal; that he was on the point of racimnig ks rm 

l^yluES avarioe, as we shaH see in the comae of our his«- 

tory. In the beginning of his priesthood a remarkable 

•traiaia)ctio& took place between Ptolemy Philadelphiis 

aiidAiitibchiis Theos king of Syria, who hariag beea 

wme tiiiite ttt war with each other, made peace on cob* 

dKtion. that Antiochas should divorce his qtieen, aad 

in«rry Berenice the daughter of Ptolensy ; mdring faer 

dilldfen, if she had any, his snccessori^, idiitead of thos^ 

b^ his former SoaTrrage. In compfianoe with hi* part of 

^6' treaty 'PSoleiiiy embarked at Pehaium with his 

dwighter, knd sa^g into Syria, went op tfaife Oiontes 

S9 (^teneia, where he delivered her to Ahtiodius, who 

'maMid her with gv^it potnp and sonsABity. 

Now open your bible, and yon will siee a ciitutnstasi- 
tilkl prediction of tbis cofupoet, by the prophet Dmiiel,* 
who* foretold the final issue of it alsol Ptolemy dymg 
^eyear after this mttrriage, Antiochus did not care to 
olte^e the conditiotts made with inm any ioager ; he 
4;hstefote put s^liy Beieiiiee, and reinstaixd Laodice'hn 
'fotmer queen. The latter however did not think heiSelf 
•Mi^te while Anttochvs had the power of recdlsag faer 
rival; therefore to prevlent such a change she contrived 
tairnf e hkn poisoned ; and then carefully concealed hb 
-dkdi till she Wad firmiy established her son Sebocus 

• Daniel ri. 6. 
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them. Nor ww thh ail : far 
Ttrvrd §at cndxtioiis ev««U j 
BKide the void of God of 
itmd that they iNMikl ako 
thefDBelves bad ■ol 
number of copies dj 
doin^ to. 

After the coming of o«r Laid ako, 
began to be preached at all the wotid, tlieie was no «• 
easion for studying the prophecaai of dtt (Hd TesltiBm 
in the original Hebrear; became the Sepiaii^t wmkc 
was ready made, and within the reach of all who eooU 
tread Greek ; and its authenticity was faUy j>«#miy|iff))f.< 
by the frequent quotations oiade firom it by our hod 
and his apostles. 

Eleazar the Ugh priest died soon ulker tbe.tisK io 
which this translation of the Old Testament ig mid to 
have been made ; he was succeeded by Manasseh his 
uncle^ who was brother to Jaddua; far his nej^w 
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-iMs "tncB fifdlt "jfM old enfoagh to be inveitod widi fak 

-reditaiy di^tyl There is nd^ong lemarkabte on le^ 

>vh3' during the priMiicMd of MkmMeh ; though it em«- 

reifies .a period of twenty six yekni: at his death OidaSy 

niQ seeond of that name, sueceted^d him. The ehiiiBietai> 

£' OiitftBdid tiot resemble that lof his fethef : for he watt 

-o farfrom proiiuyting the welfare of hs oatkm by hia 

yiafOi wal^' that he was on the point of hrcnrfnig iMs rm 

oybis avarice, as we shaH see in the couiae of our his^- 

tory. In the begiisning of his pnesthood a remarkable 

trai«ia$ct]o& took place between Ptolemy Philadelphus 

^BUad'Antibdiiis Theos kii^ of S^ria, who hariag beee 

tKimetiitite ttt war with each other, ihade |>eace on con* 

fiSdon- that Antiochiis should divorce his qiieen, and 

mtarry Berenice the daughter of Ptolemy; making faer 

tshfldien, if she had any, his snccessoittf, idiitead of thoa^ 

b^ his former aoaniage. In compfianoe with hii part of 

the* treaty 'Ptolemy embarked at Pehisium with bis 

dwttghter, laid saiUng into Syria, weat up the Oiontea 

t9 Seleucia, where he ddivered her to Antiodiua, whb 

'mahrisd tier with gr^ pomp and solemvdtyi 

Now open your bible, and you will siee a cittttinatan^ 
tMfpT«dk;fkni of this cofupoet, by the prophet Dmiiel/ 
whoforetoid the final issue of it alsol Ptolemy dying 
1^6 year after this mttrrii^, Anttochus did not care to 
observe the conditioas made with Mm any longer; he 
therefore put away Beieifiee, and reinstaixd Laodice'tib 
fbrmer queen. The latter however did not think hcsaeftf 
•so^re 'while Anttochtm had the power of recadltng faer 
rival ; therefore to prevent such a change she contrived 
to If ate hkn pokoned; and then careftilly eonoaahai his 
d^tii till she ikd fiitnly established her son Selencus 
! • Daniel *i. 6. 



Eeiirew iG8^>t)itci^ df tite Old Testameot i»U>18neek. It 
<bas bee&.nld<tb8t tkifl m>ik %pas imctertddte at the de«> 
«be i3f Ptolemy faamself, wko bearing that tke Jewsiiad 
ft celebnted book, ient for a copy of it; atod empteftti 
ae^enty eldieiB of ibhe Jewiah oatioato^miaiate it. Tkm 
moconnt, gainiiig ctedenee^ obtained for tfatt Gratic var- 
jnon the name-of Septuitgiht, whKk k atiM.relaiDa$ but 
jodidoiia Tmters inject the relation aa.fiditioiiayiaBd a»- 
icribe the undertaidDg to the Aiextndrian Jgwb^ who 
iebta bebg long aocwlonied to the<xi6ek laagiiage;,kad 
forgotten tibfe Ghaideie.; aa their ancastnfa hadifanofiriy 
forgotten the Hebrew. Whatever was tbeAriginof-tiMB 
translation, the eifect was' certainly benefieial'; ^for 
Greek being at that time tke nniVeraal language^feKfe 
aeriptnrea became aoceasible to any who -wamld tmii 
themi Nor was this all : for as the Jewa by'theic:gtfM 
regard for traditibns greatly corrupted themselrea^ and 
ssade the word of Gbd of none effect^ so It may be.in- 
ifoired that th6y woAld abe have aMerad fbe scrifftwrtoB 
tkemtelves had not this trandatioB, and- tke cooiei^fMt 
number of copies diapereed abroad^ pievailted.iliair 
doing 80« 

After the •coming of ovr Laid alao, when hSs rgonp^l 
b^an to be preached in all the world, there vas fio oe- 
easion for studying the prophecies of the Old TeatameKt 
in the original Hebrew; because tibe Septuagtot v^itaiefi 
wias ready made, and within the reach of all wkoognU 
cead Qreek; and its authenticity was fully estabUftad 
by the frequent quotations made from it l^ oat hvd 
and his^aposties. 

£leazar the kigh priest di^ soon alter the.tma.m 
which this translation of the Old Testament is said to 
have been made ; he was succeeded by Manasseh his 
uncle, who was brother to Jaddua; for his nephew 
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nUs "^m MM "jf^ft oM emm^ to be inveitod widi fak 

sreditaiy di^tyl Thvre is ndtlniig ramarkabte on le- 

otd' dttttos^ the priMii06d of MIonMeh ; though it em«- 

i>r«iibe8,a pmod of twenty six yekni: at his death OidaSy 

lie seicottd of thAt tiame, socceluUd Urn. The '^At^aecbA 

>F Ofaias^id tiot resemhle that lof his fkthef : for he was 

so forfrom proih<Ming 1^ welfare of his oatkm by his 

plovri wal; that he was on the point of nrcarfnig its rm 

l>yltfs avarice, as we shaH see in the couise of our his<- 

tory. In the begiiming of his {>riesthood a remarkable 

•tniiaistctiofi took place between Ptolemy Phiiadelphiis 

^nd'Antbchus Theos king of Syria^ who having beea 

«dme tiitoh sft war with each odier, iliade |>eaoe on ctm* 

dltiofn- that Antiochiis should diverge his qiieen, and 

marry Berenfcfe the daughter of Ptoleny ; making faer 

children, if she had any, his snccessoib, iiiMsead of thoa^ 

h^ his former marri^. In compfianoe 'with hii part of 

Uie* treaty Psolemy embarked at Pehishiia with his 

ihMghter, laid sattiag into Syria, weat up tlvfe Ovontes 

€9 ^Meueia, where he delivered her to AntiochuS, who 

ntfahrikl heir whh gravt pomp and sotemvilyi 

Now open your bible, and you will siee a ciituinstaBii- 

tiDl prfdicfion of this cofupoet, by the prophet Dmiiel,* 

who- foretold the final issue of it alsol Ptolemy dying 

^eyear aifter this mttrriage, Antiochus did not care to 

Gfte#rv6 the conditions made wiiii him anyionger; he 

therefore put away Beieifiee, and reinstaixd Laodice'h% 

USttAm queen. The latt^ however did not thnk heifeelf 

se^re 'white Anttochtm had the power of recdlhig her 

rival ; therefore to prevlent such a change she contrived 

taimte hkh poisoned; and then carefully eoncealoi his 

diatli till she Wad firmly established her son Seleocus 

• Daniel *i. 6. 
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mlhetHioiie. Beitaio6l)eiiigU^rtii«<i l&illierdftiA 
ahO'wy tneditBted^ fled with her {iifluit''ioa to nti* asj* 
Ittm at -Daphne: hut flbe was treachfetously giinn'^p titf 
Labdlce, who put her to d^ath^ with h^ eftild diid'dU 
her fttttedaats who had come with her Mm ^Bgjfpt 
Thtts were the predictions concerning her literally M^ 
flHed : neither she nor herhnshand retained their polr^; 
for both were put to death. She was gtren ttp'^ 
they that brought her" aflber ^e had lost 
tion of her faUief , who had '' strengthened her/* 

The brother of Berenice, who had succeeded' htt^flk^ 
ther, hearing of his sister's dangM, hasteiied to her>elii§f* 
but he came too late to save her life. Some ofdiecittes* 
of Asia Minor had also c<rflected a force On her befaMf; 
and were marching towards Antiddi. Ptoleniy iitik^ 
his army with theirs, and det^mined to avenge the 
death of bis sister. He quickly subdued Syria and Ci- 
licia, put Laodice to death, and, crossing the Euphrates, 
pursued his conquests eiyen to Babylon ; but a revolt in 
Egypt obliging him to return thither, he left two of his 
generals to retain the provinces he had taken; Taofl re* 
tanied home loaded with the treasures of the .east* 
Among the spoils were many of the Egyptian fiddls; 
which Oambyses had ciBirried awi^ into Persia, ilhese 
vmai lestored to their several tan{to by Ptdenyiim.. 
hiaxvtnm; and the recovering of them gaK^sudk^ib^i 
light to their deluded worshipers that the title of tBhrpF^*: 
gslaa (benefactor) wae theooeforth conferred on himfoH 
bongiag them back. I have entered miniltd^.intd tbead 
paitioulars, that you may see how mimtely thefrware 
foaslokL M One standing up in the estate *- -^f Ptetemy 
PUia^Ipbus, that was bis successor^ the^biolhepxif .fie*< 
renfae^ did prevail against '< the king of the neith/>' 



gkddid** cfirry tway Cftptiv«»iiito %yptthwg<id»«atli 
leir priAce^ ^nd with their precious veas^U of Bilvist 
od v^. g^ld;'' and the Bame Ptolemy Evergetet did 
' cofitinufi more years. thaa the king of the north :" for 
ke Uved four yaars after the deajth of S^uaus Calli« 
xicus*. 

Ta the faithful servants of God, who made his wori. 
:heir 8t\idy, and his. strength their confidence, the literal 
auccooiplishment of these predictions must have proved 
a Bource of comfort and encouragement, amidst the 
coalitions which distuibed all parts of the known 
world at this time. They must have seen that» '* The 
Lqrd ja l^ing, he the people never so impatient ;'* and 
hav^ fl^t assured that, '^ He reigneth in the midst of the. 
heatbiinj, be the earth never so unquiet^" 



LETTER XXIX. 

Ov his return from his expedition into Syria, Ptolemy 
visited Jerusalem, and <^ered sacrifices there to the' God ' 
of .Israel^ in acknowledgment of the victories he hadf 
obtained. * From this circumstance it is inferred thatthe^ 
pndiotiokistif hk success were shown to him ; and tkas 
he<was thereby induced to ascribe it to the Lord, whose 
propbfetlmd so deavly and circumstantially' fb«etold it 
We mi^ easily suppose that Ptolemy, beln^ thus ma* 
dtitd) fkrourable to the Jews, would be disposed ta 
continae'tD them all the privileges they bad kitheflo<{ 
evjoysd under his piedeeessors : stnd as there is bo pm^ : 
ticitlar occurrence on record during twenty yeartv *wi(i 
mayseonclude that they enjoyed peace and safety gaolflir 
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bis govtemment. I& the twetity-first year of his reign, 
however, they h^ nearly forfeited his favour and pro- 
iection, through the avarice of Onias, who had neglected 
the payment of the annual tribute during several years. 
Ptolemy, muchdbpleased at this omission^ sent Athemon 
an officer of his court to Jerusalem, to demand Inunediate 
payment of all that was diie to him ; and to threaten the 
Jewis that he would dispossess them oC thciir country, if 
they did not comply with his demand. The arrival of 
Athenidn caused a general consternation in Jerusalem, 
no one knowing what ought to be done : for Onias, whp 
had brought this distreito upon the people, had neither 
talent nor activity to extricate them from it: besides 
which be was too old and infirm to be of use in such an 
emergency. In this dilemma one of his Sisters sent for 
her son named Joseph, who was absent at his country 
house ; telling him what had happened, and requiring 
his immediate presence in Jerusalem. This young man 
was much beloved and respected by his countrym^a. for 
his prudence, and the consistent piety of his character ; 
and he waS made l^e happy instrument of their (daH- 
yerance from the impending danger. . On his arrival be 
reproached his uncle for the dbtress to which he had 
reduced the natioti ; and told him that he could not. do 
less than go ih person ahd explain the a&ir to the king. 
Onias, how^v^, declaring that he would rather resign 
hiis office thati undertake such a journey, Joseph ofiered 
to ^ in his s^^ead ; and having obtained his consent, he 
proposed this measure to the people for their concarrenoe 
also : djedriiig them to repress tbeir fears, as, he had no 
doubt of being able to appease the king's displeasare* 
The people tiianked him for thns undertaking; tbei^ 
cause ; and rejoiced in the bope of that success which 
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he 'anticipated, and which his piety and phidence taughi 
thfem to expect. When Joseph had thus tranquillized 
fh^ pttbHb tkiiftd, he Went to seek Athenion, and invited 
htm t^ reside in his house during his stay at Jerusalem. 
RtLvin^ secured him for his guest, he succeeded in obtain* 
kf^ hid good 'Opinion by a display of munificent hospl- 
tiClit^ and 'kindness : ftnd when Althenion was about to 
dispart he ^rei^ented him with many gifts of great value ; 
by Which m^ans he secured a fair representation to the 
kfn^^ tind k fstvourkble reception for himself at the 
Bg^ptitfn cotirt, irhither he promised to follow Athenion 
shortly; in drder to afford the king full satisfaction 
Inspecting the tribute. Athenion was so well pleased 
tHth Joseph, that on his return to Alexandria he spok^ 
of hith hi such terms, aS made the king desirous of seeing 
hiiti *, and greatly prepossessed him in his favour. Jo-^ 
seph did not long delay his embassy ; but set out as 
soon as the needful preparations were made. On hii 
way he fell in with a company of nobles from Syrik and 
PfaoBnicia, who were going into Egypt to make terms 
with Ptolemy for the farming of his revenues in those 
provinces. Asthey all travelled with splendid eqnipages 
to im|5res8the Bgyptians with a notion of their greatness, 
the more qui^ retinue of Joseph became the subject of 
thdr raillery. He howeter continued with them during 
the rest of ^enr journey ; and by attending to their con* 
versation, gained some very useful knowledge, of which 
fae afterwiirds availed himself very profitably. When 
Jbseph arrhred at Alexandria the king was i^sent ; but 
leaning that 1^ was at Memphis, he did hot await hii 
fetum, but followed him thither. On his way he met 
the king, who, with the queen and Athenioh, was tra* 
yelling towards Akxfiodria. Joseph ,was no sooner 
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pertetved hj Athetiion t&an he pointed 'Vim oikt to ^ 
kidg, ta the person of whom he hsu) spoken 96 Iblvoop 
Hbly. Ptolemy immediately desired him to come op 
into his chariot, and there entered into conrers^tiohwith 
him on the subject of his embassy. Joseph plekd^ 
his uncle's cause so well, urging his advancecl ^ige and 
incapacity as an excuse for his neglect, that Ptolemy 
was no less satisfied with the apology, than with the 
advocate who made it; for among oUier marks of bis 
fkvoui^ he ordered him to reside in his pala<^e at Alex^ 
andrift, and assigned him a place at his own tslble. 
Joseph had it in his power to requite die kilig*s kind- 
ness shortly after; for when the day arrived on whicli 
the revenues were to be disposed of to the highest Udder, 
and the nobles who had travelled with him o£Fbred only 
eight thousand talents for the whole, he openly reproved 
them, for under-rating their value ; and offered more 
than double that sum, to farm them on his own account 
Hie information Joseph had gained from these nobles 
on the journey enabled him to make this 0061*, with 
which the king was very well pleased ; but asr it was so 
lairge an increase Ptolemy demanded what security he 
would give for the fulfilment of his engagement. Joseph 
replied that his securities were unexceptionable ; and 
being desired to name them, he fixed on the king and 
the queen to be bound to each other for the performance 
of his agreement. The king laughed at this facetious 
appointment, and granted him the charge iie desired 
without farther hesitation. Joseph's next care was to 
borrow five hundred talents at Alexandria, in order to 
pay the arrears of tribute for his uncle ; and when thn 
was done, he requested a guard of two thousand soldiers 
from the king, that he might be properly assisted in the 
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executiop o|fcts new office« With tlii^ retinue he ftbortl; 
after quitted Egypt aild returned towards Judea. O9 
hi» way he stopped at Aakelon to demand the kill's 
tribut^, which being insolently refused, he made an 
^sample of the principal offenders ; causing their estates 
to be confiscated, and sending the amount of the for^ 
£^itures to Ptolemy. He was obliged to pursue the 
^ame. measutes at Scythopolia, another city in Pales* 
tine; bujt these two examples sufficed to confirm his 
j>pw#r,.>nd to render all other cities submissive : so that 
h^ Afterwards collected the tribute without any opppsir 
t|on«^ When he sent in^his accounts to the king, they 
ijirere so. satisfactory, that he was continued in his office 
not only daring the rest of his reign, but during those 
of succeeding princes, till the provinces he fanned fell 
^ntQ the hands of Antiochus the Great, twenty-two 
years aftc^r. Ptolemy Evergetes died after having 
i^igned twenty-five years : he was succeeded by his sod 
Ptolemy Philopator, who did not resemble his father, 
Q^or any of his predecessors, in character; for he was 
vicious, profligate, and tyrannical. Antiochus king of 
Syria, thinking the accession of such a prince afforded 
him a good opportunity for r^;aining the provinces 
Evergetes had taken from Seleucus, made war upon 
him for this purpose. The contest lasted till the fifth 
year of Philopator, when the two kings met at Raphia, 
and a battle ensued in which Ptolemy was victorious. 
This victory was decisive; as it obliged Antiochus to 
yield the disputed territories to the king of Egypt. 
The Jews suffered greatly during this war ; ' for the su- 
pineness of OniaB, added to his age, rendered his ad- 
ministration very defective : so that no measures were 
taken for the welfare and security of the people! Their 
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old enemiesi the Samaritan^ b^i^ig s^si||f^ of tkk) 
seized every opportunity of making i^c^nuop^ into 
Judea ; where they plundered the country, and parried 
away many of the p^ople^ to se)) them for slaves. ^ 
was it to any purpose that- the Jews complaioed of 
them, as there were always two adverse parties, with 
one of which they could take refuge, vfb^n apcHSied ^ 
the other. This was not all the nation had to suffer ; foi 
as is always the case when a copte^ted t^rrijU>ry h#- 
comes the seat of war, each pi^rty pccasi9nal}y.got pos: 
session of Judea, and the country at. ^cb tJA^es suf< 
fered no less from the eQcrpachments of fj^iepds jthao 
from the mvasion of en^mi^s. The xc^tre^t pf Autio- 
chus therefore caused gj^at rejqiciiDg in, Cae^CKSyijyi 
and Palestine ; and the cities emulated each oth^ m 
their eagerness to yield to Ptolemy ; ^ox thpy )^^A je^w 
been long under the goycirninent of Egypt, whi(Ja» dol- 
ing the p^ceding reigns^ t^yhad foi^nd t9.be jo^iVJL ami 
tolerant. Among the |iumerous a];nba$ga4oi:% who 
waited on Ptokmy at t^is time to make, ^ubipi§^ioa foj 
their respective cities, weire those of the. J^ws^ whp 
with the rest were kiudly re^^ved by. hiip, \yhqo 
these provinces were th)is r^inst^t^d in his po^spssko, 
he resolved to make a p^pgr^. through ^hem> sun^^ to 
visit their principal cities. Qn hi^ arrival at Jeru^al^ni} 
he viewed the temple from \fith9ut, an4 offered, m^j 
sacriQces to the. God, pf Israel; pirobal)^ b^p^i^^e he 
was. informed that his father as, w/^Jl a^, A|^xan<jLer the 
Great had done 39, when they ca^e thitj^r* ^e ^Iso 
presented many valuable gifts tp the tefnp}e ; sn^c} ha/j 
he stopped at this pointy W9u]d have ^ffor^eji t^e, Jem 
great satisfaction by l^is yeneiratiop, for \t^ .Py^ .}i.e. wjai 
seized with a^ ardent curi9^ity t^ view the ins^d^ of the 
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buflding; Ad Qotwithstaoding th^ remonstraoces of 
the priests, and the entceatiies of the people, he passed 
into the inii^ qourt, and would have entered the sancr 
tuary, had he not been, mira/culously prevented. The 
people and priests not daring to use absolute fprce 
against the king, called upon the Lord to vindicate his 
own honour, and not to suffer such a piofanation of 
his holy temple. Their prayers were h^ard, and im- 
mediately answered ; for Ptolemy was struck with such 
terror and confusion of mind that he became senseless* 
and was carried out of the place with the utmost haste 
by his attendants. When he recovered, he was fil]e4 
with fierce displeasure against the Jews, and immedi- 
ately left Jerusalem ; threatening them with his v^n« 
geance for what had happened to him. 

Tlie high'priest who withstood the attempt of Ptolemy 
was Simon the second, son of Onias, who had died th<^ 
preceding year, the thirty- third of his priesthood. An- 
tiochus, after the battle of Raphia, desiring to make 
peace with Ptolemy, offered him very advantageous 
tjerms;^ which the latter having agreed to,; returned tp 
Alexandria. It waa then that his rage against the Jews 
broke forth into acts of cruelty aud oppression ; an4 
that they might not in any case have the power o( app 
pealing to him, he made a decree that none should 
enter into his palace, who did not worship his^ godi^ I 
have before told you that when Alexander planted th^ 
Jews in his new city, ht placed them on a level with 
his Macedonians, and thus made them citizens of the 
first rank. All their privileges were confirmed by Pto- 
lemy Soter and his successors ; but Philopator now de-^ 
termined to degrade them to the third or lowest rank in 
Egypt ; and for this purpose ordered them to come and 
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be eniolled anew. At the time of thev enrolmest 
they were to be marked with a hot iron, in the fom 
of an ivy leaf, whioh was the badge of his god Bac* 
chu8« All who refused to be thus enrolled and marked, 
were to be sold for slaves; and all who withstood 
these orders, were to be put to death. At the sane 
time he allowed such as would forsake their rehgion, 
and worship his gods, to retain their rank and pnvilegei 
as before : but for the honour of the Jewish nation at 
that time, though many thousands of them dwelt at 
Alexandria, only three hundred were so base as to accept 
this disgraceful offer. These apostates were held io 
auch detestation by their countrymen that they entiidj 
excluded them from all future intercourse, and tr^Ued 
them with the contempt they merited. The king, im- 
puting this conduct to opposition against him, was so 
enraged by it that he resolved on the destruction of the 
whole nation; intending to begin with the Jews of 
Alexandria and other parts of Egypt, and then to pro- 
ceed against those of Judea. In pursuance of this plan 
he issued orders for all the Jews in i^ypt to be brought 
to Alexandria in chams; and <m their arrival caused 
them to be shut up in the Hippodrbme, a place vnthout 
the city, where horse racing and other spectacles were 
exhibited, with the design of having them destroyed by 
elephants, for the savage amusement of the multitude. 
On the day appointed, the people assembled, and the 
elephants were brought forth ; but as the king did not 
make his appearance, the spectacle was delayed till the 
following day. Ptolemy had rioted in intemperance 
during the preceding night, which caused him to sleep 
later than usual : and as he was much addicted to the 
vice of drunkenness, the same cause detained him on 
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the following day also, till the hour for the exhibition 
was past. All this time his intended victims were en- 
gaged in prayer to Almighty God, for their deliverance ; 
and He who has said, *^ call upon me in the day of 
trouble and I will deliver thee,*' granted them a proof 
of his faithfulness on this occasion. For on the third 
morning, when the elephants, having been previously 
intoxicated with wine and frankincense, were let loose 
upon the Jews, instead of attacking them, they turned 
furiously upon the assembled spectators, and destroyed 
great numbers of them. Besides this there were some 
extraordinary appearances in the air, which manifested 
so fully the interposition of Divine Power in behalf of the 
Jews, that Ptolemy and his people were much terrified. 
The king especially, apprehensive of immediate destruc- 
tion, ordered all the Jews to be set at liberty ; and revok- 
ing all his decrees against them, restored not only their 
former privileges, but added other favours and immuni- 
ties to them. Among the latter, was one which em* 
powered them to put to death all who had apostatized ; 
and as the law of God condemned all such, they were 
put to death accordingly. 



LETTER XXIX. 

Ptoxemt Philopatok was only twenty years of age 
at his accession ; but a life of luxury and intemperance 
brought him to a premature end, when he had reigned 
only seventeen years. He was succeeded by his son 
Ptolemy Epiphanes, a child of five yean old, who nar- 
rowly escaped falling a victim to the ambition of An- 

I 
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tioehiis king of Syria, mud Pkilip king of Macedoa, nk 
had ibnned a league to seize his dominionft, and divide 
them between them. The Egyptians applied to the 
Romimi on this occasion ; begging them to assume tke 
guaidianship of their infant king ; and to inlerpesetker 
authority for the proteeiion of bis kingdom. In tk 
meantime Antiochus had - begun- his operations, ac- 
cording to the plan agreed on between him and Phfltp; 
and had made hitiiseH' master of C(filo-S3rTi& and Pala- 
tine, when the Romans, in compliance with tbe request 
made to them, sent ambassadors to inform him Uiat he 
must desist from making war on the young king of Egypt. 
who was now placed under their protection. A aimikr 
embassy was sent by them to Philip of Macedon ; and 
a third was dispatched into Egypt to receite the ydoog 
king mto the pfbtection of the Roman people, and to 
settle the internal affairs of his kingdom. Aristomenes, 
who was appointed to be the king's guardian and- prime 
minister^ lost' no time in raising an army to recorer 
Coelo'Syria ahd Palestine from Antioehus. He gate 
the command of it to Scopas, an-Etolian, who profiting 
by the absence of the Syrian king, gained possession of 
all Jud6a ; and having placed a garrison in Jerusalem, 
retunied to winter at Alexandria. Though Scopas was 
thus successful, it quickly appeared that he was not able 
to cope with Antiochus. For on the return of that prince, 
in the following spring, he was totally defeated by him ; 
and the contested provinces were once more brought 
tmder the dominibn of Syria. The Jews were at this 
time v6ry much alienated -from the Egyptian govern- 
ment ; probably on account of the persecution they had 
suffered under Phitopator, and the more recent exac- 
tions and ravages of Scopas, who was a very covetous 
man. On ttie approach of Antiochus, therefore, the] 
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gladijp Mnetiiiered afi tiieir <;hie8 to hin s and urbeii be 
reached Jerusalem the priests and elders went out m 
soleiaa procession to meet and welcome Urn, They 
provided for his army all that was needful ; and ledt 
their assistance for the reduction of die garrison left in 
the castle by Scopas. This conduct was so pleasing to 
Antiochus, that Jb^e issued a decree in their favour, which 
was addressed to Ptolemy one of his lieutenants, grant* 
ing them many privileges. • And he afterwards published 
another decree, in which he particularly ordained that 
no stranger should enter within the sept of the temple. 
This bhmse seems t0| have been in reference to the 
sacrilegious attempt of Philopator, which had doubtless 
made a lasting impression on the people of Jerusalem ; 
and contributed to render them favourable to the cause 
of Antiochus. But there were other causes also which 
co-operated in producing this change in their sentiments. 
Antiochus had found tbe Jews of Babylonia very faith- 
ful and steady in their attachment to him ; and very 
serviceable on many occasions. He had therefore con- 
ferred many favours on them, and displayed marks of 
his confidence in them* On one occasion especiaUy, 
when some commotions happened in Phprygia and Lydia, 
he ordered two thousand Jewish families to be sent into 
those countries, and placed in the strongest fortresses 
there, as guards to preserve the peace and good order 
of their neighbourhood. He paid all expenses attend- 
ing this removal, and assigned them not only lands and 
possessions, but a i^entiful subnstence till they should 
gather in the fruits of their several allotments. An- 
tiochus having gained Coelo-Syria and Palestine, was 
anxious to retain possession of them without any farther 
interruption from the Egyptians ; he therefore sent an 
ambassador to Alexandria with pfoposab of marriage 
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I^tw^^ ^14 d«ingli(er €aeD{»Mra and I^tolemy ^|^)hiJM% 
wh^Q th^y should be pU .enough ; andpronMsed to. bes- 
tow t}ie conquered pioTuices on th^ piinceasy whe^ tU 
fiuptiala. ^^T^. cekbratied. These tenns were aoceded 
to by. t^e Egyptian court ; fund Antiocbua waa left to 
pursue bii ambitious scbfioes in pther quarter* Tbe 
Jews being thus freed from the harassing wariace to 
which tbey had been long subjected by the. opntendiftg 
princes^ continued ^o enjoy, during several yeaiai the 
privileges Antioch^s had granted them* , Tbe^^had also 
the com^rtB, of a well ordered adnuni8tratiQiv.tat.4hift 
time ; for though we have no absolute t^timo^y to the 
character of Simon, the high priest, there ^ rft^^^^.to 
iiffer that he was a good ,mmi; and Oni$» the t)>JaAt 
his son and ^uc^esaor^ .was a person; of difftiogoished 
piety and worth. 

I ^hall no^ pursue the c^eer of Antioc^us tl^e^Xjl^al^ 
who, as you doubtless know, withstood tbe l^f^vaois 
i^yers^ yet^; and was. at.la^ yanquished by th^qi.fMt 
Magn^BL. His death was n^re inglorious thaa t^ laU 
ter part pf his life ; for he is said to have bef^^ JuUed 
by the, ii^abitants of £lymais^ for.ha(viog plui^i^ecl 
their tejnple dedicated to Jupiter. The prophet ]>$^i^ 
iif th^ chapter already citjed,* sets forth adistijpQt pier 
diction of the eyents we have lately noticf^. . ^t isi 
therefore my design to take a retipspectiv}e. yi§w ,of 
jtheoii now in their prophetical order, and exact #00^4%^ 
p)ishm^nt. Tlie tenth verse points out Antipchi^s^^ who- 
made war on Ptolemy Philopator, to recover the fpio* 
yinces taken from his father &ele^cus, by Ptotlemy 
Evergetes, when he avenged the death of lus sifter* 
In the eleventh and twelftii vente^y we^see tl^f^ Jki^gjOf 
the Sonth (Ptolemy Philopator) coming with a {if^rgie. 

* Daniel zi. 



ONlAS 111 i. !A;C. 187. 173 

army to oppose the " great multitude'* which was really 
** given into hh hand,** at the battle of Raphia. Pto- 
lemy's heart was indeed lifted up when he had thus 
*' east down many ten thousands ;" but he was not 
•* strengthened by it f* for his vicious and cruel con- 
duct, added to his luxury and sloth, alienated not only 
l^e dependent states, but his own immediate subjects, 
and tStoVe them into rebellion against him. The four 
SQCce^ing verses depict the second invasion of Antio- 
chtks; '' after certain years, with a great army and with 
much riches;" his league with Philip of M.acedon, 
^ Against the king of the south ;" his taking of the 
/*' fenced cities," without opposition from Egypt, in 
v^hom th^re was no " strength to withstand ;" his stand- 
ing ** fa the glorious land," which, by the continual 
warfare he kept up, was, in a manner, " consumed by 
his hand :" for he found it needful to grant a decree 
for vebuilding the city of Jerusalem, and restoring it 
teoat the ruinous state to which it was. reduced. In the 
s^enteenth verse, are foreshown the alliance which 
Antfochfus made with Egypt by giving his dai^hter to 
Pbdlemy, with intent to gain the ascendant over him, by 
her means ; and his failure in this respect : for she did 
not f ' stand on his side," but on the side of her husband. 
Neither was she "for him," but dedared publicly against 
hiin, by joining in the congratulation sent to the Romans 
afte they had defeated him. The eighteenth and nine- 
teenth verses describe the expedition of Antiochus into 
the jflBg^an Sea, where he took many of the isles ; his 
def^ by Lucius Scipio ; his return to Antioch, f ^ the 
fort of his own land ;" and his obscure and inglorious 
end, when he stumbled and folly and urns no more 
/&Uhd. . » 
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LETTER XXX. 

Iir the same year that Antiochus died, bis' daughter 
Cleopatra, qaeen of Egypt, gave birth to a son, who 
afterwards reigned in that country by the name of Pto- 
lemy Philometor. On this joyfal occasion all the no- 
bility of the provinces hastened to Alexandria to pre- 
sent their congratulations and the customary gifts. 
Joseph, who since the restoration of Coelo-Syria and 
Palestine to £g7pt, had been reinstated in bis bffice of 
collector, was now too old to undertake so long a 
journey ; he therefore sent his youngest son Hyrcanns 
to present his congratulations at the Egyptian couit 
Hyrcanus prevailed on his father not to send presents 
from Judea, but to give him an order on his' agents at 
Alexandria for money to purchase such as he should think 
most suitable. Joseph gave him an unlimited order; 
not supposing that he would exceed ten talents in this 
way. But Hyrcanus demanded a thousand talents, and 
by means of magnificent presents, so ingratiated him- 
self with the king and queen, that he obtained the 
appointment of collector of the king's revenues in the 
country beyond Jordan. His fattier was extremely dis- 
pleased with him for this unworthy behaviour ; ^nd hb 
brothers were so angry, that they conspired to way-lay 
and kill him, on his return. But Hyrcanus bein^ 
escorted by a guard of soldiers, put the assailants to 
flight after two of his brothers were killed. When he 
arrived at Jerusalem, he was treated with deserved con- 
tempt, as cm undutiful son, and an unworthy meniber 
of society ; and he soon left that city to enter upon the 
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office for which he had sacrificed all that can afford 
real satisfaction, or permanent enjoyment. 

Joseph died not long after this ; and then Hyrcanus 
and his suiriving brothers carried on a war respecting 
their father's estate, which greatly disturbed the peace 
of Jerusalem. The high priest and most of the people 
were opposed to Hyrcanus, who was obliged to retreat 
beyond Jordan; where after some years he end^d a tur-* 
bulent life by suicide. 

Ptolemy Epiphanes when he had reign^ twenty-four 
years^ from the death of his father, was poisoned at the 
instigation of some of his iiobles. He was about to un* 
dertake a war against Seleucus Philopator,' the succes* 
sor of Antiochus the Great ; when some of his courtiers 
inquiring where he would find money to carry it on, he 
replied that his friends were his dioney. This Answer 
^ alarming his rich nobles, they conspired to put 8tn' end 
to.iiia'plans and his life together. His son and successor 
Ptolemy Philometor, being only six years of age, ^as , 
placed under the guardianship of Cleopatra his mother, 
. who governed the kingdom in his name. < v ' 

The provinces of Coelo-Syria and Palestine were at 
.this time under the dominion of Seleucus Philopatc^: it 
is not known how he became possessed of them, as they 
had been ceded to Egypt by Antiochus the Great.' ' 

The piety and prudence of Onias tend^ to proitiote 
order and peace in Jerusalem, by establishing a stetfdy 
observance of the laws ; and thus ** the city wair inha«- 
bited with all peace," till the contentions among the 
jsona. of Joseph introduced division, and fomented a 
spirit of resentment and malice among the inliabhants. 
About this time Simon a Benjamite, who was governor 
of the temple, had some disagreement with Onias' *' about 
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dtsocder in the city.*' Hus Suiiob is ■ipfjgd-jtojbiie 
been one of the looi of JoMph; aad'thediMiiiarcliqiD 
mentioned wat probably flQme outage ceiBjnitte<iJ>y4u> 
party against tlmt of Hyroanas* Howiewir Ihiai^ay Uh 
his resentment waaexpiaflBed in an ^KfiraDHUaaiy jMnr 
ner* For be witbdrew from Jerusalem, taking att bii 
family witb bim ; and repairing to ApoUonitii(, wh^^ 
vemed Coelo-Syria and Palestine for Seleuons^ ^ablUm 
tbat immense treasures were laid- up in the tanp^^.^ 
Jerusalem. Apolloaiua immediately made thia:Jgft9vir 
to the king, wbo sent bis treasurer Helipd^ro^ U^aeiK. 
the treasure and bring '■ it to bim. On bis anfiffal -wk 
Jerusalem, Heliodorua was kindiy received by :OnJM*.ito 

wbom be made known the cause of bis Yiait.. '.Oniss 

I 

assured bim tbat lhe.rep<N:t made to diekts^rimia^ftlflas 
since all the money laid up in the temple did Botea^t 
ceed four hundred talents of siUer and two kiuMtad-of 
gold ; most of which was deposited there fen* Ihe ;i»ia irf 
widows and fatherless children. Heliodoms howel^ in- 
sisted on the execution of the king's, oommnndr 4md 
though Onias urged the sacred natuite of the de|Kp^» 
and the holiness of the place, which wonld be vkd^ted 
by its seizure, be fixed on a lime for ftatemawai fof iL 
On the. day aj^KMnted Heliodarus with soque^efibisniMr* 
iQWera entered the {M^ecincts of the temple^to the gfeali 
distress of Onias^ and the ooastematieB of th^<wbok 
city* Open resistance was impossibie, as it wonkhiMBne 
•brought certain destruction on tbem ( but th^ had i>ae: 
efiectual resource, that of supplication te the God df^ 
Heai/e% whose honour was infringed by this samnfege. 
Ihe^ priests fett down before the. altar; e»d.the;Bee|ye, 
flookiug from all parts of the city, jeiqedin pray«r for 
the averting of thi^ calamity^ In the mfanttme^. Jitito>- 
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4mm f i^i B w i of tl^'dislress he wittiessed, pressed 
mk'iKhmi^'fky&Xs^marjx \3^^ seatcelj eiitisr«d 

fty ^nj^BB-4ite ^m» ^« i e Dted byliie'ann of Omnipotence, 
9tti iMdfe to feet a tenor ver^'fur exceedibg- ^at \kh 
tymmioai and ^piouy cofliidiict }snA oreasiDned. 'A 
^oriaim Mmoa of * a -i^arrior coiD{^Mitely aimed, and 
vamMxsA oa' a beoutiAil hdne; atmcktke' pagan and'hib 
Mio^iAM iiiiih''rticli dismay, tiiat their cSotirage uttei^ 
fiMaolt them . The* horse ran ftirionriy towards Hefio- 
dofM^'imd stratk' hkn down -irith 'hkf fbre feet ; 'white 
tMV^^otnig 4*et^:orettraGMKuary apfstoraace 'chastised 
fam with «c9Hrg«s« HeHodorus thas <^ca^ ddWn by the 
fattkl of'Ged,?* and '< unable to he^ hmiielf witli fan 
meafKftis/* was'oarrM out by his tenrifted^!h>Wers'who 
minlAstfy adaiowledged the power oi Qod, when they 
sasTilliair leaded speechless and without hope t>f life. 
I^ie J«wa^ dn theDther hand, prmed th^ LoM, who had 
iftMeulottSlyhMottred'his oWn pbee: and t^e temple, 
wUch-had soi kleiy been ^* full- of fear and trouble, 
nihan. the 'Almighty 'Lord appeared,- wasr 6|led with joy 
ajid finest/' - H'diodonn still ccmtimiing; 'sensetesa, 
fi«iBe«fhts flpiettds applied 'to Ontas, entiealang hiyn*to 
cafl bm 4be Most High, liM* he might be restored. Ornad 
fearing that his- death rtight be imputed to treachery en 
the/part of the Jews, offered a sacrifice, and besought 
GMkm;his behalf. The Lofd was pleased to accept the 
atoMmeat, and grant the prayeroffined by Onias: but 
lot Hflliodorus siKoatd attribirte hia recovery to a natu;* 
ral dause^ the ^oung men who had scourged \xm^ again 
appsaicd; and alaading beside hisn, desired that he 
wjoaiU giae great thanks to Oniat, for whose s&ke-tlie 
Lsid liad lestoaed' his Bfe ; anddeelaie-toiall mail'the 
nMghty.poim&oltliatCkid by whom hahadbeenBooilrged 
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ftom httsHm^ tlammg ddmnd tUt wmrngti they dit- 
•a|ipMied;'«id IhliadofBi beiag wgt Q rt d UkheaMi^' 
fa<*atitfrifc»»«adttadegfMAf»w«toAeT<iri,wtio 
had MMTodrlni iififc After thk wMdone, he taekJean 
elOntai; aBd'tetnmadwithhifthoftiQlhekiag^tatti' 
fyiDg.to all men the wodu of tfa^ great Ood, whidi he 
had wkncaaed; and declaring to the king that an espe- 
cial power of God was manifestad in Jemaaleoi, for the 
defence and piotection of the plaoe* 

The malice of Simon though deieated in this manner, 
was not appeased; for he still oontinned to oppose the 
good purfxMes of Onias, by exciting factions against him 
in JenissJem; and eren went so far as to aCccuse him 
of having practised on the credniity^of Heliod6kiis to 
temfy him. One of Simon's party having committed 
sevend mniUers in Jenisalemy Onias deiemtined on 
going to the king, for that fediesS whtdr his govetnor 
Apollofnius would not afford : for he saW no hope of 
peace till the practices of Simon were put an end to; 
and ApoUonius, so. far from discouraging duan, only 
sought to increase and inflame the malice fraia which 
they originated. Onias accmdm^y went to Aotkidi ; 
but he had not been long there befote the king died. 
Seleiicus had a brother named Antiochns, wlMy Ikad bees 
sent as li hcmige to t)ke Romans, by his father Antio- 
chus the Oi^at, after he was overcome by them. Btsisf 
desirous of his brother'a retnrn, the king seiit hie only 
son Demetrius to remdn at Itome m his stead; hut 
while the two princes were travelling in opposite- direc* 
tions, Heliodorus s^zed the opportunity of Iheiriibeente 
to poison Seleucus and usurp the throne of (dyne. • -An- 
tiodius had arrived at Athens wh^ the nesrt of hu 
brother's death, and the attem^ of lieltodAMs'reiii^hed 
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hka. ' He inHedkiftly appiUl to Bsfeienea kip|^ of Ker- 
ganrat, and liy ^promise* <tf' aUitfUMiB «ad> frioMWiip, 
fWBvaiiBd on'himlo aamt jiindrmQg;iMli?tlie iisorper, 
in wliiob kaving' wc wfl it d y he took}|iawtflBioii <»f the 
throna ; thoagk it . bdoaged - of- ngbtSte- hw . n^hew 

• . • . "» I'll' i • . • 



• >■ • 



:f. 



ui^rrisi^ ?guu. 



W« must ^gfUQ req^r to the prophet Panie],.who j^ives 
^ shQft.but dcooTQjtf 49sqfipj^oj^ pf th^ cbars^ter of Se- 
leifouf Pbil9potor ; ^^^dof the xnaiJ[ier ia which he died, 
iu tbe..t«renti9th. vco^e. of the .chapter we have already 
.policed* . SeLeucus was indeed, a ** raiser of taxes;*' for 
t^ ^ibute impo^ b; ^a Homaas^wacj to be jpaid dur- 
^>^;il;vrelYe ](^s;. axuf .b^ bftd gre^t difficulty in .f^isihg 
.sojbv^.a «unL.,annually4; by ta^ng; bis people. . His 
4o^tb.alto jK^ nei^er in .*' anger iior in battle/' y^i be 
.if(^''d^«tcQ|^/' as thepc9]^et declared be should be, 

, The.yuQ^iiaaQr of Sele^cu^t was Antiocbus, wLkd^topk 

,tb^/»WW5,of.ipiRbai^ef (illustrio|i&), thougli. no Utle 

.i^kl-43ei less .pharaQteristic, He was, as the prppbet 

.pj^ictf^,,t*^.vilft.peqK)?i," who came in peaceably, i^nd 

cjht^liie^iheJMf^ ">y flatteries;'' for, not being ^he 

,;^^htful.beic,. h^ cwld^not receive, " the l^onoup of the 

kiagdopft.", The leign of tjiif prince was to the Jejvs la- 

™f^Wy!^v(^^it£ttl ; ai^d. (or this reason the prophecies 

ii^pecUw *)t %fe 4i)wae^ fujl,. occupying the r^st of 

4it.cbiV^.,-I sh»llb«is^ to readtbens|i. apw, a^d to 

keq> then,ii^i|ipw y..wa,proce^, that we^ipag npte 



tMrttctiMtt|riMiaMii In iimtmm «f €«elil»ii!eafeidkMt 
toooDsklcr. 

' Oftiw had walaiBedtiM office of iHgfapfiefl* tiveaty- 
one yemMfWhtm AmiodlMM aiccimM tlMthfOoe oC Sym; 
fttid'dsmg drtittimo had doMe «il dMKtwas id hispeiMt 
for the hoaoitr of God, «nd the welfture of hm feopte. 
The piety of his dtaraeter, ^e aprightness of bis. coii*- 
ducty aad the mildness of his pjfemmmnt had emiftaaeA 
him to the Jewish nation in general ; b«t these estima- 
ble qualities wera not sufficient to seeme hn ^gspnm- 
ment from the opposition of the faetMMS, or faospeison 
from the malice and treachery of the amhilioiis and de- 
signing. He had a brother named Jason, s^o wmsof a 
disposition totally different Iran his: for he was impsoas, 
erafty, and malicioos. This man fimllng in Antsooho^ ell 
the bad qualities he conld desire for the efecttng'.of his 
purposes, ofibred him a large sum of money to ^dbtain 
the temoval of Onias, and the appointmeat of hinsrif 
to be high priest in his stead* The offer of iasott was 
readily accepted ; hot Onias was so m«^ beloved^ that 
he had no hope of being able to get possession of' -his 
Mi acquired dignity, till his brother was removed. - He 
tfaerefoiiB procured an order from the king to hove iiim 
fceitt to Antioch, and confined there. Jason peroeiiring 
that he eould obtain whatever he desired at the Syrian 
oourt for money, offered an addition^ sum of tme h«m- 
dred ai^d fifty talents for permission to erect at Jevusa- 
lem a 63rmnasium, and a public school for theedaibii- 
tion of youth, according to ^ manaerof th&€brBQkB. 
He desired also the privilege of making as UHwiy ^f^ilie 
Jews ks he thought proper citizens of Antiaob^- because 
some valuable immunities were accorded to iheiidiabit- 
ants of that city ; and he concluded that hi* ^asty woidd 



iie-itreagllMiiriliy tlie.f«i!9«f oC all/who cdnlei worMl]r 
fltdvaacenfenty if lie kad the power of coiifernM9«t^ Tkem 
^K'em4f)» aeny oTtbift «bac*ct«r aleeftd; atmMf the 
Jevft; aad'theinipioiiB coadutt of JfUMSi tended to in*' 
unease their BAmber. ThecontinaalhitereouBae befti««eii 
the Qveeks ttiid Jews unee tine ^imt of Alexandesy hed 
Inciiaed many of the latter to fimroiir A* BManera «ad 
«i«Mhi of' a peepfo, ivlio, iik theiri'owa eetinationiat 
ItMtr were coBitdfitoed so peeoliarly: lifiiled^ that all 
4il)ifiis wero by theradesigiiajtod w baiheriaas^ ..^. < * 
• ^Jafoo^s schemtf of ooimpting ^be ^peo^e, m ofdcr to 
piefenttbere^teftttioii of Oniat^ wabatt^ded withcank 
pleteeocodtoe ; for hirexani{^'ftiidliiiflaeiioe encouNKgied 
wmmj ' to docktre their i aenlnieiits opealy^ end • bioogiht 
drerOtherB^- who hadlMwrto bden undecided^ to/Mbw 
4H&oew nAiiBets he intioduoedybeeaitse they wete 
iGudaewMe^*' U ie wor&y- of « renmrfc that he. eeemtttp 
hewe ingiatMtodt'hiinaBlf espeoially iwfli the- yewng/ ftr 
'die advMBCeiaeht of- his Tiewe* .He nnreU kaeii the^-teee 
olTfa^ntr formed tn-^ondi ; and the readioeaeiof yovng 
^miiids tO' reeoif e and letain impiessieas, vhach ajerpfi»- 
'lentedimdevafdeasiiig form. Under oneh a hi|^ prient 
end ^go^emor it is no wonder diet the iav .of CKnldittB 
put down; and the service of his temf^ negieetod* 
Therpeople w«Me engaged in games aad onstems ooti* 
eniry to law ; and idie pnests left >the tdter to parteibe 
laf thenik. Thne tall the privilegee gantediby Selenotie 
PhAopalor, for thfe eeeudly of their freedom, and^lbe 
«exei«]fie of tbeir holy religicm, weie laid aaide : and thns 
She proteciiott of the Lofd was forfinted^aiid his oheetift^ 
ments^inciniiedi They pwfened the ghery of the Gn>- 
^tostathe diititt<MioB& which GoA had oooferoMljoii 
*theirfiMfalhem; 'and thff dijiKte (tf their mteemrweie 
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made Ae initniiiieiiU of their yunighmiBPt* . For << they 
had thfiD^ to be .their, enenies and anaageriy whose c«»- 
toBtediey fottowed so eameatly^" atid weaeaoen taught 
Iff ^ sbtt fialamilyV that /< it isriiot a. light tUeg to do 
fdekedly.agaiBSt the laws of God.'" Qeopatra^ the 
motiiec aflKi\gaaidiaJi of tbe.yowig king of Egypt^.ititf 
m theithacd. year of ABtioclM». JGItfriog her Itfe, tiiat 
.prince, wlio^:Rraa her brother, had retaiaedthetitidiiputfid 
poseeMdoii.of Ckdo-S^iia «&d PaieatinQ ; .but the nfini*- 
tars who had thejchai^e of her son, -mltde no-scnq^.lD 
demand. the toMitwkioti' of( those piovioeesy .aftei>'lier 
dnudi ; :alfegiiig th«t they ibelcai^ ito £gypt^ BOt^aaly 
a» .being a part (bf .the domiaionnf asaigped to^Btefemy 
Soter ; but as hariog been giv!eftte the lale queen cln>har 
inaiiitige^;with Ptolemy E^ifdiaDea. Anliwdeiuttotidly 
dtoied thejusttceof thekdaimiQiieitharof the9egnNiitda; 
aiid;poBitiyely refused to. accede tot their' demaAsb* Ihe 
^ y y ii a us Aerefere psepared to enforce k by ann6 ; and 
the Siyrian king.wasrilo kssraotiye in.Us measiue»<tD 
^oppose them. His .fimt eare waa to .fortify tbe^fnMilBevB 
towasds Egypt, and with^this view.cQinMig by eea ^ 
Jioppa) hh ^sited: Jerusalem, vfaefelhe waa feooivad with 
'great <ponip, 'andtmagnifioeBfie, by Jaa6n» and the;«diofe 
city. i. '. • ' ■ '.■'.-.. 

- ^rk waa not kmg beinre Jason had to expedbnOQitke 
smnetreadiery'as-he had exercised towards Jhis>hiK)lfa0r 
Ottim^j For Menelaus, another of JUs bfothonH bei«g 
ee^t by hh» i to Antiochns with the tabnte-ioeaey^ &Mt 
iagmtieited hinwelf > wi^ thai priiice by flaikteryi} and* then 
probured a grant of. the high priest's/office for himself, 
iiy< eftring^three hnndsed taJents more than Jasoagave 
tm iti IV^Kn MeseiAus letemed to JiBtmmbm<witb the 
•oiiaer ^- his ai^mtmeot, a tecy> streag paily. jomed 



<M|A ; but j£uum(iilKla|ofo» so sjiperior tooppcne Mm, 
tiitt( he iva8^d4i9Qiitonftiie'with«bis.fric9Dd^ ta AaIimIk 

Hbjmrfl dke> cuvtaM^^nd^ialrs of dieir ooutryv «Bd adopt 
tine isi^^ipft'Of tlie inm$» andllM Gti*tofAS«f die Ortek*. 
Antipcboji ^wu jui'itiiiclr ptenednritii ikatmiemm fltHflfy, 
<tiiat iiQieaitooediilidl i^^poittloiMt ofM^Bclant^ibTtMnd- 
'iagtliinii bftdiutDolctianlsm xrilb a faxcfir-Miptdor.lo timt 
efi:ifanen^ t^totfiodnifp.Umailf iMs ofeteAy snppfanted, 
fledl'prtothBilaiidfaf tht^ AaEMOiwtes j 'a«drlofttJic pii a it» 
<hdodix)liiirJ»f«tIrar»i MetiellonklinuJMdiledhihiBiefiiee^ 

offeftth^rfc^igpdpwiwiitidoit mmy-JO^ hm aDiintr3ftnBn 
'-tO'fiitlow^iifik^nitUt lOttclMdia^atflcy : for'hd hod'iMyt 
dtaiMdr^>tUeodig:^ty-o$:big^ priest^ tritlu tbe mtenliiiii «f 
MiUia^t^jdtiHtits faelEmyiiig'to'ity b^ 
titifcipowd^wriirtirt ite <?0Bi«8ctad 3wM> iL. Hefaiidifaionr* 
'cUBr^ itiswk jOLOi^t99Jbp to fmniKci aflnm td^miMnfjp^ib 
the ting, ikum he nwt ap|ie4raik to pay it. Amtkichm 
4Mnfot&' oaliio^'tipDBf ftostsatin the coUntar lei'-hk 
levenutgiH amd the teller /Tflfetvaig Mn to NUoAmnfat 
thef ttwoey a <pies£oft^ tbe'khi^ jpifamoiied tiifeiB boii 
«g tttpptttr before Jab* at : Antjodif Whan tbeyafmod 
in that city, the king had left it^ to suppress a ooiiiiilo«> 
4bn if&Air^Mk^r^ whidb:gaT6MeiK)sniatiMeta«rnbge 
Mk pkiMfer Ift^.-pH^eiil of .the laoneyi >andtlo-:gBio 
;|he<fai^Oktfiof AttdFonioos^mie of/ the kidg'e favcnritts. 
H^ sepoecdiiiglyisent falLyBimadinaiy^hem^be hMrMI 
' aa hi^Jdkp^itjQat Jmaalea^ and <ftaia€d hintidatOB^ 
af 'tlmttiefy ^veieels eat ef ithe Umfke; end ham timDn 
xKR^eyed ka faMn. • When tkeyemndhapfesenftadfeome 
dP thesiito^dadfibiBiada, ead^aeklitheAMjat Tyrefaod 
totheii.(teec»^ltoxieieB the x^ornKfJoti iimkmek -Hk 



infrnums Baerilege bebg duSde kiloWii «^ (>ilMfl,%lMP 
^Mwatitl Mrm^ in Aaortkidiy h# WMt iiel to ¥e{>rove' Me^' 
ncdaweiy 'sharply on aoMwaft'of H. flik fefpMliicIies 
jbf tbis gDod .mar imn: so gftlMug to the dipimM&/^M ' 
he apptied to^Andiotiiewi to have him put td'cLeatif^' 
botOnias, heia^ mfonadl of fan muKcious iBlent^on; - 
fled to Daphne, and took irtAige m an -^sj^wii whil^ 
was deemed sanedL IWrnteafgi^oC^eheliMhime^-' 
stall pttsoed \dm% for by- the praOMle olT'a 'Mini'ctf'' 
iflBney he pvevailed cvl Aadsonieitt to« cNHtioe hbh fM/Ak- 
thiaictfei^ and pat hint to deacb. /Thk Chid eMR^f' 
wiB agoally idaliated on tiie >«ha«iiileM peipetnMr; ' 
for the diarader of Onias* ww :bM in «iidi'eiltiiiit^i6ii 
by.the people of Antioch, that bodlJeWB Md Gvnilte^* 
jo»ed in a petition to 'the kiof, on his; retnni, l^p'tlii^ 
a^ngkij^ of h. Antioehas, intiked as hn-wlui/cbtpressed - 
gseit regfet for^e death of thitfgood'inan; imd^faavinir 
fuUy lovastigated diO' nutter, 'aikd eaMbMied^the g«ik< 
ofAndfODtcus, ha cooaed htm to>be stHpfMl ^'4iift 
faonoma, and executed on the wry spot whei« hli hiMl ' 
killed Ooms. A steikib^xontraBt preatniajtsiairto^his' 
mind inr-^the^ end of these two men. Aaidcoiiilsns JiMf ' 
put itoi death Imp ht» r^paeioas cvuehycvand Gnl0«ith^ ^ 
vieiitt^of his piety, integrity, and zeal for^Sod'shttfikiny: 
Torheaidinn philosophers the calamities and^vicrfentdeadr 
ofrfpod men was an enigma t^hichhaman teason TaM^ 
soiq;li|ito explain ; bat the woid of God, whiles it Idlgioa '- 
thst.«^ tiie desiie of the wicked .ifadl <pensh," BxiA thM * 
the end of him is that he «hali'be destsoyedv assdiw- 
nhiat the'same tiae ^lat the erent is otherwise' t^llm 
rigbteona, who^ tfaoa^ man may not oonsidcv hhpeodden 
reamival.as a .blessing, is certainly *^ taken asriy from 
4«jeMlrJta come." * Thir truth was^Mfy ittnatMadM^ 
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the de^ .af> Ommf^^ mmi kaveisrfbtod fiMid^ di: 
witAe8iiiigtliede99BeMUjyktfbb*o(HiB(rymett «iidwfao^ 
hfd'be Imd jnch lotfer^ W9«l<i -bave ba^n 4)iini?vi0i 
Mg«i8li.a4^die^vwr;<)f ihewistciefi in ivhiofa k-iavekftA 
thaoBu Oiiia^hadbiisUtltfeaffieeof Ugib^prleflt-tmnty- 
fow jeafft al the>«iaie of his daalk-: fot tfiougb-hc^ had 
hmo. eanfin^ #t An ttoch dawng the atmpatidn» of Jasto 
aa4rMw>l*)jiwi» to^iyas atiU-iagagted afc the lawM piDa>» 
tiCbehaP af liiajiaiMm wbo had nOt abfaied Hmmv TelU 
gippi.** <Wbtte Meaalaus wm at ^atiooh^ tha- peoplaraf - 
Jamijltfifrt, .baw^i diaoavaredlhal tba sacred vesida 
vacavM^i maia giieattfidign«ik>a apai^ 
hj»mhfm'tbe(f^ had l)6e« ramavedr * laofder ta dispsfaa 
th^iaa}|it»ida,^ txiHaaled afacml'l^^ thoasaad of kit 
pwlyyrand'faUupoo iheift.* 'But tha Aury of thepebfda - 
wii^ Bogvaat that tbey attacked hit 'folio wars and putr 
thamJ^Ai^; andhamgJMoiaedLyrfiaaehutbfliotela 
viakat daatb .<»» bin at the panrnhmant of his mumfeg^ 
Antjiacbaahaviog oonplated hia piapaiaition« fotlbe' 
war with Enfpt> dftetmiaed thia year to commence itc 
aa^iaficdtdiii^y maiohad'towarda the fvontiofs of that ^ 
cqM9lyy. .rHa^tfat^metf'Dear.Pekwittm by the traopa of : 
Pipleiayyiandthamg' anpifed' thank in batUe^tgaiQed a* 
cqa0idef8(Ueai^iitagea¥0rtbeia. ' Hatnade noodiefi 
ii4ttofithirmt(niy>.th»si to fortify thahonkr agaioal aity = 
fulaiaiattav^ fiooi E^ypt; adiendiiB was doi]a,:lie 
waaVharktoTyrOf and>eellied hit twapa in winter <ywa» 
teit4 < While tha^iogp was at T]^, tfatce dale^ales ttera - 
seal'tQfhim 110111 the Jawidk 8aabadrii% to eonHftlaiaofi' . 
thainoriiasaeaaMnittad by Manelaas» aad the diaoidaKa'. 
harhad. o omti i rtMd in Jaroaidem. Thanking wat faUy 
coKmicadaif tha^init^of Meaehiiity and aeataaoO'iiBi 
absnti>ift7bajpR>aoa«oad agahut han^ when he>etBdni 
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it by briliiiig one of the oonrticn, moH only to psocnfe 
Uie Temis^on of it on his behalf^ but to he!ve Ae deio* 
gattes put to death as fake accusos. The Tyiians were 
to stnick with the injustice of this proceedings and- had 
so much pity for the suff^en, that they afibided them 
a aignal testimony of r^ret in an honouiaUe burial. 
The courtier who had lent his aid in this miquitous tians- 
actioni was Ptolemy Macron, who had been goviexnor c^ 
Cyprus for the king of Egypt ; but in consequience 6f 
soisie pique had revolted from him,, and deisreied up 
that island to Antiochus. The king had received him 
into the numb^ of his friends, and accorded him ibe 
government of Ccelo^Syria and Palestine. As he wi2i 
be a principal ador in the sad w^enes we ase shortly to 
witness, I have tak^i this opportunity of intioducii^ 
him to you by name. 



LETTER XXXII. 

« 

About this time strange appearances were seen in the 
lur, by the people of Jerusalem. Warriors armed and 
in battle array, encountered each other, as if conlend- 
ing for victory i and this not once, nor twice, but dur- 
fng- forty successive dap. The beholders .of this aalor 
oishing isight prajed that it might betoken soraegood 
to the dty ; but their foreboding fears taught thenr to 
regard it as a presage of evil. 

! When the winter was over, Antiochus renewed the 
waar» and advancing . again towards , Egypt, dHmstail 
ttnothccarmy sent against him by Vtoigmju After Ihb 
hee took'-Behisium^ and thereby, gatnedanfentraaosiinto 
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theiieilitoCtfaftking^oM. H€fa«lacqt»iied«Mw))i|Bkfla- 
e&oe witbtke pe<9ie pjT Egypt .by a .sing^Ur cleipeaey 
in die late battle, wb»a ha apared aUjthe vaoquished, 
whom he coaki« bsMe destroyed. As b^ advaaced, 
therefore, he met with little oppositioa.; and fm «oon 
in panarotion of Memphis, ajid all the Qtbev coooider- 
abie cities except Alexandria. Whil^ he was thus 
su€Ge88f4il, a repwt of his death was circulated in 
Paleatiiie^ which beiog generally ^Ueved> Jeeooy with 
a thoosatid men .oeme ^uddealy to Jerusalem, intent 
i^nn leooveriag the office from which he had been se* 
moTod. . With .the assiatanoe of his foUowera> and a 
patrty in the ci^ who favoured his cause, he succeeded 
indefiBatittg Menehuu, land obliged him to take refuge 
in tha^tastle^ When^he^had thusigot poaaession of the 
city, he acted with the greatest cruelty; putting to 
death all whom he considered as adverse to his cau^. 
Antiochus being informed of what was passing in Je- 
rusalem, concluded that the Jews had rebelled against 
him ; therefore he marched without delay into Judea to 
quell the insurrection. His displeasure was greatly in- 
creased when he found that the pqport of his death had 
i caused igieat rejoicings amcmg them;, and laying siege 
to the city, he soon obtained an eiUranoe by. force of 
aoDS^ His rage against the .wretched inhabitants was 
wkhowt bounds ; he slew forty thousand of them in the 
• eouise'Of three days, and having taken as many alive, 
wAA them for siaveau But this barbarity, great as it 
was, ,did not satisfy his fury: he knew something of 
the national veneration for the tera|de ; and there&Mse 
rcaolved. too^r the utmost indignity ta that holy jdaee. 
It is ikot improbable ^at the vessels of gnkl and other 
TtduaMe omam^its excited his cupidity ; while his 



fUcnan sfibtded a, pretext fer gratiiyni^ it. Cfovevef 
it was, Ik entered tlK temple, ccmdocted liytiie mfiono^ 
mctnaBOBf ttid pfDceedm^ even to tiie most Ubly prace, 
piffled tiown all the ^onmnents, and took away all die 
▼easels of gold, the vahie of wliicfa amounted to eighteen 
hundred talents. Not content with this saciilege, he 
impioQsly cassed every part of die templeto be poli- 
luted that it might theaoelbrdi'be nnfit for divine ier-' 
▼ice. ' Yooareprebably surpiised that the Lord saf fen jg 
this profanation of his holy temple, without namfestmg; 
as on former oocaaions, the terrors of his wrath against 
the impious intruder. But you are to consider diat 
'* The Lord chose the place for the sake of the ped{]d«, 
and not the people for the sake of the place.'* Whe# 
therefore by impiety md iniquity Ihey had dej^arfed" 
from him, grievous chastisements were needful to reeal- 
ihem. The security and peace they had enjoyed tmd^f' 
the government of Antiochus the Great, and the pt^est^ 
hood of Oaias, had most probably les^ned their' de- 
pendence on the Divine Ptotection ; while tiie sftgnal^ 
interpostitions of QoA in behalf <of the sanctu^ had' 
doubtless excited a superstitious ▼eneration fo)rthe'{}lSNbe> 
iiMiepeudent of Him who had chosen it to put hi^ nanft^' 
th^e. He had made 'their hill so strong' that they H^te' 
ready to say the^ 'should never be moved: and dH^^ 
required to be taught, by the hiding of his face, 'I^Mt" 
their strengdi was not in the temple; but iu hilh 'wK^- 
dwelt therein. When Antiochus left Jerusalem, hcaf^^' 
pointed a Phrygian named Philip to be governor thfere^r 
imd continued Menelaus in the ofllofe of high prilOt^.' 
The characters of these two men wei^ in uois<M wMi ^f^- 
own ; be couM not therefore have expres&ed hk hatred'' 
to the Jews more effectually than by li^aivinjg them "hi- 
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sncb bands. JmoQ} who in one seme^ "was die auA^ 
ofi ^1 thesQ eMumtiosi had no, sgoner heard of i the klog^s 
{qppsoaGbythaM h^ fled to avoid bisvengeattce: Iral hQ 
could not. flee from the presence of God, nor escape the 
pursuit of bis justice. He was driven from place to place, 
till at last be died in Lacedemonia, a wKtefaed outcast 
fflom the count)^ he bad mined ; and formica by that 
C^d wh|[^ scffvice he bad abjured. Antiochus, in his late 
oi^f^edUion to £gypt» having by some means got the young 
hipg Pit^l^ffiy Philometor into his power, the people 
gf . Alej^ad^ia placed his younger brotfaec on the thvone'i 
TJua ga^v« the king ai Syria a pretext ibt invading that 
cei^try tbe following year, in otdex to restore, as he 
^^fjiSae lawful sovereign ; but in reality to get posses- 
si^'O^ the .whole kingdom. Being again successful in 
If^e, he proceeded to Alexandsia, and laid siege to 
tbat)]^9ce>. . Finding however that he had 'little chance 
of ^ccesSf h^ preluded compliance with the media* 
tiqi^Oif tjie Rbodians; and consented to restore Ptolemy 
FjbiJopiQtor :. hoping that the brothers, by mutual oppo* 
si^<90« wo.ul4 ruin each other;, and thus render the 
conquest of their kingdom easy to him. In this hope 
l^,.^^s.diffippcJated; for he had no sooner quitted 
Egypt .thciii Philometor, who perceived his crafty inten*- 
ti^aHQS, pri^iposed an accommodation with his brother, on 
coucUtiou that they should reign jointly. The terms of 
tbi^^unipn being agreed to, peace was restored to Egypt ; 
bu^t as the brothers had every thing to fear from the dis^ 
apppintme^t of Antiochus* they made such preparations 
aS; might enable them to resist him. These precautions 
w^e not in vain ; for he was greatly enraged when he 
fq^nd.al} his. views frustrated, and throwing off the 
n^^k of friei^dship, h^ again entered Egypt^ declafing 
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war ftgaintt b«tli the broAeiiB.' * Ok thia^oeeaskm, how- 
ever, en unexpected «veiit pet ab- end to hnf desigas 
on that eonntry : fertfie Rbmam bavuig beed ^applkd to 
during the laat siege <of Afexandna, eeat ear embassy to 
desire that the war betvreen Byiia aodSgjnlt'alidald be 
inmediately cenclnded ; declaring thenia^ivea miemies 
to that party who ahouM perstst in it. Tlte rage of 
Aatiochna wat very greal against the ReakaBs, but as 
he durst niot cicpitss it towaords them, he barbisonily 
vented his fury upon the Jews, ^o at ^is tifine »bad 
done nothing to offend him. As he marehed timya^ 
Palestine, on his letvm homewards, be eent a«detacb' 
meat of twenty-iwa theasand men to JatifialeBi, mtk 
orders to destroy the place. ApoHehios n^hatxninnaiidri 
them, behaved peae^My on his arrival : concealisig the 
purport of it till the following Sabbath, when the peopk 
being assembled' in their synagogues, he let- loose his 
soldiers upon them, eertmhnding that all the naen should 
be massacred, and the itomen and children taken for 
slaves. This dreadffsl order was fatally executed on all 
they codld find, till* the whole place was Slled wift 
carnage. After this the seld^rs, havihg secured every 
thing that was valuable^ set 6re to4he'cityiii several 
|4aces, demolished the houses, and pfaHeddown thewalls. 
With the materials Uiese afforded, they erected a fortress 
OB an femhience which, overlooked the temple, and left 
in it a strong garrison of soldiers. These, whenever 
any of the Jews went to worship in the temple, fell 
upon themj and put them to death; so that die sanc- 
tuary was defiled by the blood of the slaitt, and the 
daily sacrifices were made to cease ; because iiekher the 
priests nor the people durst go thither to worship. ' Asbl' 
' tiochus however was not content with prefenting the 
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senrice of tbe God of Israel ; for he determined to com* 
pel the Jews every where in his dominions, to conform 
in the worship of his idols. For this purpose he arade a 
decsee, as soon as he reached Antioch, that all his sub- 
ject should abemdon their religious rites, and adopt his. 
He was advised to this measure by Ptolemy Macron, as 
an efiectual one for extirpating the Jewish nation and 
religion at Ihe same time. In order to carry this decree 
into- effect he sent overseen into all the provinces to in* 
struct the people in the new ritual, and enforce the ob« 
sewanoe of it. His heathen subjects readily conformed 
to his will ; because one idol was to them the same as 
another. The Samaritans also were prompt to obey the 
king's orders, lest they should be regarded as Jews. 
They had no objection to claim affinity with that nation 
when by so doing they could share in its privileges ; 
but now that the case was altered they openly declared 
fhemselves to be Medes and Persians, and supported 
their declaration by desiring that their temple on Mount 
Gerfzim might be dedicated to the Grecian Jupiter. 
Atitiocbus complied with their request, and ordered 
that they should not be farther molested. It had been 
well for the Jews if the Samaritans only had apos- 
tatized ; but too many of them also abjured their holy 
Huth ; and joining the king's officers, became the most 
bitter persecutors of their brethren. The king's over- 
seer who came to Jerusalem was named Atheneeus. 
On his arrival, all the ordinances and rites of worship 
were suppressed ; the sabbath was profaned ; the sacred 
Scriptures destroyed wherever they could be found ; and 
all persons who were known to observe any of the laws 
of God w«re put to death by the Syrian soldiers. These 
severities however had not all the effect that was ex- 
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peeted from' them ; foi* many ia Israel resolved to obey 
iGkid rather than man, and yielded their lives as a wil-: 
liBg sacrifioe to his honour. The temple of the Lord 
wlis now. converted into a heathen temple, and dedi* 
cated to Jupiter Olympias; whose image being set up oh 
the. altar of burnt^^ofFerings, sacrifices were offered to it 
on another altar erected for that purpose. Nor was it 
in Jerusalem only that these abominations , were en- 
forced ; for officers were sent to all the cities of Judea;, 
with authority to erect idol altars, and compel the. 
people to partake of the sacrifices, and join in their 
processions. 



LETTER XXXIIL 

TttE prophet Daniel had declared respecting this perse*^ 
cution of Antiochus, that the people should fall by the 
sword and by flame, by captivity and by spoil, many 
days; but that they who knew their God should, be 
strong, and do exploits. The former declaration hs^d 
been lamentably verified during six months, when it 
fdeased the Lord to grant the means of deliverance to - 
his sufifering people. One of the king's commissioners 
named Apelles came to Modin, to initiate the people 
of that place in the heathen rites ; and to superintend 
the observance of them. On his arrival he called the 
inhabitants together, and 1x)ld them the purport of his 
visit; then addressing himself to a principal per^oa 
among them, named Mattathias, a priest of the cour^^ 
of Joarib^ he exhorted him to comply with the. king's 
orders; as his example would have gte9i weight with 



tbe rest pf the. pec^lo. M»ttatb»s indigwwrtly irith-. 
stood the perBuasioo of the king's officer, though k wa9. 
accompanied by promises of the royal favQur^ for him- 
self and his family. He declared in the heanng of alL 
the people, that nothjvig should eyer induce him to de* 
part from the covenant of his God ; neither woQld he^ 
noi' any of jus family, obey the king's command in this 
matter. At this moment a Jew approaching to sacrifica 
to the idol, Mattathias executed the law of Qod upoyo: 
the apostate by slaying hi^i; and then tumiag upoa 
Apelles and his followers, with the assistance of his son^ 
and some others, he put them to death also. After this 
he collected his little band, with the rest of his family, 
and retired to the mountains of Judea: ciaUing upon all 
who were zealous for the law of Grod to follow him. 
Many who heard what he had done, resorted to faim ; 
and others, who had fled from persecution -in difierent 
cities, followed his example by retreating t» the deserts. - 
To these St. Paul alludes in his epistle to the Hebrews, 
when he says, '' They wandered in desert^ and in moun- 
tains, and in dens and caves of the earth."* About 
this time Philip the governor of Jerusalem being in- 
formed that a thousand of them were concealed in the 
wilderness near that city, went out with a party of sol- 
diers against them. He at first called upon them to 
submit, and obey the king's command ; promising that 
their past disobedience should be forgiven ; but as they 
positively refused his conditions, he attacked them on 
the sabbath day, when he knew they would not defend 
themselves ; and put them all to death : not even 
sparing the women and children. When Mattathias 
and his company heard of this melancholy transaction, 

* Hebrew! xi. 38. 

K 
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^y weBetmufih'grieved for the kms of Am brelhien ; 
but perceiving that a similar fote awaited all the Jews, if 
they allowed the enemy to massacre them on the sab- 
bath d|iy without resistance, they came to a resolution 
to. defend themselves when assaulted on that day. By 
consent of the priests and elders among* them this re- 
solution was passed into a decree for their future con- 
duct ; and was made known to all who were dispersed 
throughout the land, on account of this persecution. 
Antiochus findkig that his orders met with oonsiderablie 
^potttion in Judea, came to Jerusalem in person. He 
doubtless expected that the terror of his presaieey and 
the cruelty of his conduct, would induce univ^sal sub- 
mission ; but in this he was disappointed : for there 
were many who feared the King of kings ; and con- 
sented to be ** tortured, not accepting deliverance," 
rather .than mnounce their confidence in him. Among 
these was Eleazar, a venerable man, eighty years of age. 
He was ui^fed to comply with the king's command only 
in appearance,«by coming to an idol festival, and bring- 
ing his own meat with him. But he scorned 4his 
wretched subterfuge, alleging the foHy of deceit in the 
presence of an Omniseient Being ; and the mischief 
that would result from his example, were he to appear 
as an apostate. His heathen friends finding their per- 
suasions ineffectual, left him to his sentence ; and he 
died in the midst of torments ; declaring that his soul 
was content to sufier them, rather than cast off the fear 
of that God, to whom, living or dead, he was account- 
able. In like manner seven brothers were brought be- 
fbre the king, and put to death by l^e most cruel tor- 
tuies. They steadily adhered to their faith, imd mocked 
.the impotent rage of .the tyrant, who could not injure 
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tiietr acmli ; whfle tlieir motlier exhorted themto suffer 

eourageously, that she might receiTC them again, through 

the mercy of Grod ; and at last resigned her own life 

also, in the hope of a blessed resurrection. In the 

meantime Mattathias and his party lay concealed 

among the mountains, where it was hardly possible the 

enemy could get access to them. His numbers daily 

increased ; and bis strength was greatly augmented by a 

company of Assideans, who were men peculiarly devoted 

to the defence of the temple and the Jewish religion ; 

and distii^uished by their zeal and valour in the sacred 

cause they had voluntarily espoused. 

As soon as Antiochus had <}aitted Jerusalem, Matta- 
thias, finding himself at the head of a little army, sallied 
forth from his concealment; and entering the towns 
sffid villages, threw down the idol altars, put to death 
the apostates and persecutors idierever he found them, 
and enforced the observance of the law of Gknl, which 
they had sought to abolish. When Antiochus had 
commenced the persecution of the Jews, he gave parti- 
cular orders that all oopiesof their seriptures should be 
taken from them ; justly concluding that ignorance or 
neglect of them, would oaase a forgetfolness and neg- 
lect of that God whose laws they contained. -Mattathias 
having recovered some copies itam the heathen, caused 
the public reading of them to be resumed in the syna- 
gogues; and restored the worship of God wherever he 
came. But this holy man, being advanced in years, did 
not long sustain the latigue of thk malous warfare. 
When he found his end approachmg, he called his sons 
around him, and exhorted them to adhere faithfully and 
courageously to the covenant of their God ; remiodiiig 
them by the examples and experience of Abraham and 
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other worthies of the Qld Test^m^nt, tbat^ " none who 
put their trust in him shall be Jfeicome/' He i^ 
pointed Simon to be thc^ii: couQ^enor, aad Judas' to be 
their captain^ desiring them to lake heed to the law of 
God, to protect all who observed it,. and av«^ the 
wrongs of their people upon the heathen^ The death of 
Mattathias caused great mournhig in I^ael ; but it -was 
soon found that the Lord had given him a.w4>rthy tsne* 
cesser in Judas, who took the surname of Maccabeuff,* 
and led forth his little army to l^e cities of Judea*. as 
his father had done^ to extirpate id<^atry. S^kceess Jikr 
tended his arms wherever he went, for he not only 
drove out the persecutors, but rebuilt the wall* attd .fev- 
tresses of the several cities ; placing stm^ng ganrisdoe in 
them for the protection of the inhabitants By. these 
means he became so powerful, that ApQUonixis the go- 
vernor of Samaria thought it high time to oppose hi» 
progress ; and for this purpose took the field widia 
considerable forc^. Judas did not await his eomingr; 
but marching forth valiantly to give him battle,; gained 
a compl^ete victory. ApoUonius li^as among l^e slaki, 
and his spoils with those of his followers, were a great 
acquisition to the Jewish warriors. Serixi, another Sy- 
rian officer, bearing what had befallen ApoUonius, de^ 
teroiined to avenge his death, and acquire a splendid 
reputation by the destruction of JudaA and his valiaat 
bapd^' But his triumph was only imaginary; for he. 
also was defeated and slain by them in baitile. 0& tii^ 
approach of Seron the followers of Judas had esqptessed. 
some terror on account of the numbers they had to eh- 

* This sarname was fonned from the initial letters of ih6 Hebrew 
mptto on his staadaid, *' Who is like unto thee, O Lord, among iht 
fodftW Se^Esodiuxv. 11. 



'' jtDAs i. A.c.iee. 197 

cdwnter; but tiieir leader reminding them that their 
stirenglli was in Gt>d', who could deliver with many or 
Ytiih few, ru&bed fbrward with an impetuosity that was 
no less encouraging to his' own party, than appalling 
-and icresistible to the enemy. The defeat of these two 
armies by a handful of men, caused the fanie of Judas 
to extend not only to the neighbouring nations, but to 
Antioch^ where the king resided. The fiiry of Antiochus 
OB Jthis occasion knew no bounds; he gave immediate 
orders: lor collecting the whole force of his dominions : 
intendisig to march at their head, and extirpate the 
whole Jewish nation, without delay. But when he 
locked into his treasury for the sums required in this 
expedkuMiy he foutid himself obliged to suspend it: for 
his continual prodigality, and the foolish games he had 
-been celebrating, had exhausted his stores. These how- 
erer were not the only causes of his poverty, for though 
AS the prophet Daniel foretold, ** he scattered among 
his followers the prey and the spoil and riches," his im- 
HMnse revenues would have sufficed for all his extrava- 
gance ; but the changes he had insisted on throughout 
bis dominions had caused his subjects to rebel and 
withhold the ananal tribute : so that not only in Judea 
where most of the inhabitants had been driven into 
exile^ but in Armenia and' Persia also, the standard of 
xevoH was set up against him. '* Tidings*^ from these 
two countries C9me to *' trouble- him,** just as he was 
projecting the destrucdon of the Jews ; in consequence 
of which he was obliged to divide ^his forces : taking 
one half with him, for the reduction of the revolters ; 
and leaving the rest under the command of Lysias, for 
the invasion of Jadea. The king's orders to Lysias 
were, to extirpate the Jews, and people their land with 
strangers ; and he was urged to the speedy fulfilment 
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of th^n, by the reports of Judas'* pNigiefls^ l»ent to kim 
by Ptolemy Macron and Pbilip the Pbrygiaii< He 
tberefcNre collected an army of forty-seyen tkoiMlahd 
men ; and put them under the eommand- of Pti^emj, 
who, with Nicanor and Gorgias^ led thetti telpards' Je- 
rusalem, and encamped at Emmaus. The Syrians 
made themselves so sure of victory,, that Nicanor invited 
a. great company of merchants to attend the' army, for 
the purchase of the vanquished, ninety of whom lie 
promised to sell for a talents Judas in the T«A^!«^tynff 
led his followers to Mizpeh, and these appointing a so- 
lemn fast, supplicated help and proteclkM from the 
Lord. His little troop did net exceed six thousand 
men, and when proclamation was made that all who 
were fearful, or who chose to avail themselves of the 
permission given by their law,* might depart, it was ro- 
duced to half that number. These, however, though 
indifferently armed, vesolved to engage the enemy ; and 
fight for their- peoj^e and their sanctuary: humbly coin«- 
mitting the event to the God of their fathers. Judas 
therefore marched towards Jerusalem, and pitfchii^ his 
camp near that of the enemy, desiied' his followers to 
be ready for battle the next rnormng. But after this he 
received iatelligence that Gorg^as was coming that night 
to cut him off by surprise; and had kfl the Syrian 
camp with six thousand chosen men,, for that puipoae. 
Judas resolved not only to frustrate his scheme, but to 
turn it to his own aocount, by attacking the Syrian 
camp in the absence of Gorgias* His suc<iess was as 
complete as his arrival was unexpected : for the eneny 
fled in confusion, leaving. tlieir canp to the victors, and 
three thousand of their men slain in the encounter. 
Judas prudently withheld his men Iron pstfsuatg teir 

* DeuierobMny xx» S«-B. 
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eneaiMSy or taking the spoil : reminding them that Qot* 
gias was atiU to be overcome* While he was tpeaking, 
the troop under that commander appeared in sight; 
but when they saw what had taken frfaoe, they declined 
fighting, and fled. Judas then pursued them and slew 
six thousand of the fugitives ; as, however, the foUowing 
day was the sabbath, he did not allow the ardour of his 
men to cany them far from their camp ; but conducted 
them back to celebrate that holy day with praise and 
thanksgiving fot this wonderful ddiverance. On the ioU 
lowing day they divided the spoils, among which they 
found the money that the merchants had broughtv to 
pinchase them for ^ves^ Judas, encouraged by this 
success, and strengthened by the numbers that joined 
him on hearing of it, determined to follow up the advan-* 
tage he had gained ; and having learned that Timothens 
and Baochides, two other Syrian generals, were commg 
against him with a considerable force, he marched forth 
to meet them, and obtained a signal victory. Nicanor^ 
who it seems was in this battle also, escaped with his life; 
but was obliged to flee in disguise. When he reached 
Antioch after so disgraceful a failure, he was compiled 
in his own defence, to ascr^ his.defeat to the power of 
God, who he said fought for his people, '* because they 
f<dloWed the laws that he gave them." Lysias the 
governor wan much perpilexed respecting the afiairs oi 
Judea ; but knowing the king's desire to root out the 
name and nataon of the Jews, he raised an army of sixty^ 
five thousand men, and marching with them into Judea^ 
encamped at Bedisura. Atthisplaoe Judas met him with 
a force of tenrlhoOBand, routed his army and caused him 
to flee, no less astonished at this unexpected defeat, than 
at the undaunted valour of his opponents. After this 
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victory, Jodas proposed to his followers tbe reeovery d 
Jerusalem and the restoration of the temple worship ; jh 
which they having agreed, he led them thither. Theie 
valiant men who had stood onmoved before a host of 
enemies, were quite subdued with grief at the desolatuo 
of their much loved city, and holy temple, which esbi- 
bited a scene of ruin and profanation too shockiag to 
behold. Judas divided his men into two ecunpaniss; 
one of which he appointed to repel any attack thatmi^t 
be made from the fortress built by ApoUonius ; and the 
other he kept with himself to assist in the work he had 
undertaken. Having chosen '^ priests of Uameless con- 
versation, such as had pleasure in the law/' he a{>pointed 
them to cleanse the sanctuary by removing all the ves- 
tiges of heathen worships and building a new altar, insfiesil 
of that which had been profaned. He also made, hdj 
vessels of gold and silver, for the temple service ; insslesd 
of those Antiochus had taken away : the in^tenftls for 
these had been abundantly famished by the rich spoils 
he had taken from tbe enemy. When all things were 
ready, a day was fixed for the solemn dedication .of iiht 
altar, exactly three years after it had been pfofanedr 
This dedication was celebrated about the tin^ of the 
winter solstice; and Judas hot only kept it during.ei^|^ 
days, * ' offering burnt offerings with gladness/' and ' ' won- 
shiping and praising tbe God of heaven ;" but a|ipQin^d 
an annual commemoration of it to be observed. m liki^ 

m 

manner, which was accordingly done till the destruetioa 
of the temple by Titus.* Though the sanctuary was Hm, 
cleansed and restored, the worshipers who came ^thither 
were in danger of being assailed from the fortress ; ance 

' * This festival our lipoid honooped by fais preseace } ti» ip^-Qinr'' 
told by St. John, chapter z. 22. n ,. , 
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Judas cotild not spare men enough to keep up the 
l>lockade of it. To obviate this danger he fortified the 
mountain on which the temple was built^ and placed a 
^rrison there sufficient for its defence. The southern 
parts of Judea had been long in the hands of the £dom- 
ftes or Idumeans, who by frecjiuent incursions harassed 
the Jews. To remedy fhis evil Judas fortified Bethsiira, 
a town which lay between Hebron and Jerusalem^ as a 
bfirrier against them» 
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Whew the neighbouring nations heard that the Jews 
had recovered their cRy, and restored the worship of 
God in his temple, they were filled with envious rage ; 
and determined to act in concert with Antiochus for 
their utter destruction. But the impious career of that 
wicked prince was drawing to a close ; and he ended 
it by a death as horrible as the actions of his life had 
beett. His progress into Persia to enforce the payment 
of the tribute had not been very successful ; and on his 
attempting to plunder a temple there^ the inhabitants 
of the country had risen upon him, and obliged him to 
make a shameful retreat to Ecbatana in Media. Here 
he received the news of Nicanor's defeat, which so 
greatly enraged him, that he immediately set out on his 
return : threatening the utmost vengeance against the 
J^ws. On llie road, another messenger informed him of 
the victory obtained by the Jews over Lysias ; and of 
the recovery of Jerusalem by Judas. This news rendered 
kirn quite fiuriouB ; and he commanded his charioteer ta 

k2 
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Rouble his speed, that he might-execute his paipoee on 
the Jews, by making Jerasalem a buiying-jdaoe for- th€ 
whole nation. 

The chastisement which Ood had- appoiiiltd for hi« 
people was, however^ now at an end ; ainoe it had 
brought them to repentance v and the instnuasent of it 
was to feel, in his turn, some of the totmeiits he had u»« 
Dieted. Antiochns in the midst of his hnpkms ttueata 
was overtaken by the judgment of Gody-and straok^wilh 
a mortal disease, which no art or medicines could alle- 
viafe. Notwithstanding this, he persisted in his journey, 
till his chariot was overtumed ; and severe bruises were 
added to his internal sufferings. Being put into a litter, 
he was carried to a town on the confines of Persia, 
where his disorder rose to such a height, that be beeame 
insufferable to huiiself and those about Ism. The to§* 
ments of his body were equalled, if not surpassed by 
those of his mind ; for conscienee reminded bin of tte 
cruelties he had committed against the. Jews-; and the 
profanation of the temple- of Oodat Jerusalem^ Now he 
vowed to confer benefits on that people ;. and to present 
costly gifts for the use of the sanctuacy : but his vows 
were rejected, and his pvayera uncuiswered by the^^* 
mighty Being against whom h&^had so furious^ ^^^S^r 
and so madly exalted himself^- The charaelev of this 
miserable prince is con^^enous- in- his cecMiuoi towaida 
the Jews, and corresponds not only with thait fbieshown 
by the prophet, but with die aeeeunt of heathen wiitoiv 
also, who instead of his surname' £pfphaaes, givehiin 
that of Epimanes (the madiaan)> I wish your now- to 
consider the events of his reign in co^sekioa with tbe 
predictions of DavieL (Gbay.^ xlb) Hi9 ehasaetei^ tbs 
manner of his obtainiBg the kiag^om^ andfais^pyodiga^ 



lity aie depicted in Tene» 31, 23» 04* The depoaiticMi 

of Oniaa^ the priesl or " prince of the corenant/' and 

the league made with Jaaoo, but afterwards deceitfnlfy 

violated infavonr of MenefaniSy aie predicted in verses 

32, 2d. Hi»expeditioBs into Egypt, the success of them, 

and the spoil he took from thence are foreshown id verses 

25, 40, 4Ay 43. < The misconduct of Ptolemy's mimsters, 

thcpieteBded regavd of Antioehus for that young prtnce> 

his eating at the same table, md their mutual distrust, 

4nrB declaied in twrses 36, 27. The vengeance of Antio^ 

chne agaiuBt the Jews for rejoicing at the report of his 

deadi cbning' his; second expeditidn to Egypt, and his 

funftmatien of Ae temple are found in verse 28* His 

third invasion of Egypt, which was neither like the first 

nor tiM second, in its OBteiHR>le motive or termination 

(for Antloehns) had thrown off the mask, and avowed his 

deiign-of seiziag the kidgdom for himself), and the ar- 

iivil of Greciaa; vessels, with the Roman Ambassadoss, 

whoy to Ida glief : aad vexation, pot an end to his projecta, 

aieeleaily pointed out- in venes 29, 30. His rage against 

theJew's,iOn. hfe retnm, when be seat ApoUonius todes* 

tfoyJevasaleat'; his decree to esteblisb the Oiecian riles 

ol idolatry, tii r o agh eat- his domiakNis i his setting uy 

an idel iK' the sancttaury; Ua encouragement of Htm 

apostates ^ tha penwoatioa tfaatensued; Hbm cd^staacy 

aad vakmii of those, wbo in the streagth of Go^, witk«> 

stood him; all these aie contained tK veives 30 to 3A 

Tfaatidiagi tem Aramaiia aad Persiay which prevented 

Us kat thseateaed) intasien; of Jadea; his rctom widi. a 

fasiatt8.dcsiiatOpdestBQyths Jews uttedy; aadhismisa^ 

rableend, in which none could help him,.aiafoictold 

in venes 44, 45. Such is the wonderful agreement be* 

tween this series of prophecy, and the train of events b j- 
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which it was circumstantially accomplished. Porphyry, a 
learned heathen, and one of the early opposers of Chris* 
tianity, was so struck with this correspondence, that he 
found no way of resisting convidtion, bat by denying- tire 
authenticity of the Book of Daniel. He dierefore lan 
boured to piove the truth of the historietil events insider 
to falsify the prophecy : alleging that it mui^ hare been 
written by some other person than Daniel, «fter ihe^tisde 
of Antiodius Epiphanes, beeause the events wexe* so 
.exactly described. In the book he wrote, miBiy smthoii 
were quoted whose writings are since lost^; and thong^ 
his work is not now extant, some extracts ftovn tt'yei 
remain, which help to establish the trulhs be-ettdea- 
'voured to overturn. 

r Antioohus Epiphanes was succeeded by his son^'ia 
4^hild nine years of age, whom he committed' to^ the 
Hgtiardianship of Philip one of his chief ministers;' iBttt 
Lysias, who was with tlie yo^ng pi^inoe at Antiocfa, 
usurped this office, and placing him on the throne by 
the title of Antiochus Eupator^ governed the kittgdom 
inhis name.- About Ihis time Ptolemy Maemn beooMSe 
fmndly towards the Jews i not only lemitliog his fomer 
persecutions, but seeking to make peace for them ait tte 
court of Syria. The cou^ors who were* avess^.tiOitUs 
measttije^ represented him as a traitor to the ktbgyfjoa 
^onseqtience of which he was deprived of hisgoMinfe^ 
ment. Though he could bear to be a tcaitorp he ceoU 
not endure to have the epithet bestowed en him, ooroto 
lose the fruits of his treachery 7 he tberefote'Cheae t&e 
wretehed alternative of suicide, and put an end toiUa 
itfe by poison. 
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LETTER XXXV. 

We are now to return to Judas, whom we left 63cpo0ed 

to tke threats of the survoundiag nations. Some of 

them had abeady begun to fulfil thf ir menaces by put* 

.ting to death such Jews as dwek among them. The 

Edomites and Ammonites havmg been most forward in 

th^ie cruekies, Judas marched against them^ gained 

sereral Tiotoriesi slew great numbers of them^ and took 

tnany of their towns and villages^ Timotheua who was 

-governor for the king of Syria, on the eastern side of 

Jordan, being enraged at the incursion made on his 

province, collected a large aimy for the invasios of 

Judea. Judas and bis valiant band, confiding in the 

strength of their Almighty Protector, went out to meet 

and engage this warlike multitude. Again the Lord 

f[>ugfat.fqr Israel, and again their enemies were subdued 

before them. Twenty-five thousand were left on the field 

of bftttle ; and Timotheus fleeing disgracefullyy took re* 

fiige in Oatara, of which place Chereas his brother was 

governor. Judas quickly followed him thither, laid siege 

to the place, and having reduced it in five days put 

Unolhens and his brother to death, with Apollophanes 

anofrer of the Syrmn leaders. This victory was cele- 

hnted by the Jews with psalms of praise and thanks* 

giving to the God of Isiiftel, who had given them such 

power over their enemies ; and so wonderfully ddivered 

them from the lage of those who had risen against them. 

The healhen nations, on the other hand, more enraged 

thm ever at this defeat, in which many of their relations 

had been sUdn,. determined to take vengeance on all the 

Jews Ibsycould find.. la the laadof GUead'a thousand 
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were mawacredy and such as could escape, were dosely 
besieged in a fortress weie they had taken xefiige. Thoe 
sent to beg immediate succour from Judas ; as did also 
the Jews of Galifee who were threateaed witib destnK- 
taou from their neii^boan. Judas having consaited 
the sanhedrim^ aad ddaUksa sought the hdp of God, 
difided hia forces lattfthste bodies; one of whack he sot 
under his brother Shaon into Galilee ; another be kft 
for the protection of Jerusdea ; and witih ihc ^bkA be 
Oiarchedtothe reUef^of hisdiaftressedbrednreft in Oileai. 
These litde aimaittents were eomplel^ sneeeaMaliil. Ii 
GaUee SisMMi feaght many battleaagMOst the uremia 
of his people and invaiiably oveicame them ; but as tk 
Jews dwelling in those parts were oontiBiially eacpesei 
to the malice of their heathen neighbours, he galiieicd 
them together, with aE their property, and led tfafian into 
Judea; where they were settled in some of the cflin 
which had been depopulaled by Antiochus Epiphanea 
Judas and Jonadiaa arrived to reseae their oottntEyniea 
in Gilead, on the very day appoin t ed for a ganend 
assail on those in the fortress, and a massacre of ail 
others in the neighbourii^ cities* The assaflanfeav tKa» 
fied at the name of Judat,fled oa his appsoadk; hat bft 
did not safier them to escape : fee htf pnmaad them, 
^nd slew abate eight thousand of their nuaibnr. Ate 
this he besieged and took several.plaoes where tfa^ Jem 
had: been oppressed, and hanng siai» the peiseculon 
and^bmned their cities, he setumad in}tRBaiphr.-ta Jenr* 
salsiti. On theretuKa oftheTictotioustioopa^gxaatfei 
jojcinga were- m a di » and aiaay offemgs wese {Mcaealed 
m token of their thankftdness. It wa» foaad on man* 
baring .themy that theagh tfasy had longht: ao maay 
battles,, both ia Gilead aad in GaIi]ee^.not areingie man 
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hsuA been lulled or was missing : this they coaaidered as 

a. signal display of the Lord's mercy aad favoac towards 

them. It was however far otherwise with the remaaat 

that had heea left at Jerusalem. Judas had commiitted 

them to the charge of Joseph and Azarias, two of his 

captamSy with strict orders to act only on the defensive* 

But the valiant exploits of Judas and Simon excited 

their ardour to achieve something that might reader 

them famous also. With this view they led fwth their 

troops to Jamnia, asea-^pcurt on the Mediterranean, and 

endeavoured to seize die place. But Qorgias who was 

in the neighhourhood fell upoa them and put them to 

flight, with the loss of two thousand of theis men. 

These captains fighting for their own glosy, contrary to 

the command of their appointed leader, had no shave 

in that special protection whieh iike Lord vouchsafed to 

those who went forth in his strength^ to deliver their 

brethren and execute vengeaace on the heathens who 

oppressed them. When Lysias heaid what Judas and 

his brothers had done in Gilead and Galiteey he marched 

against them with an army of eighty-thousand men, and 

entering Judea, laid siege to Bethsiira. The people of 

Jerusalem fiachag such an overwhelmiafg force in their 

immediate nei^ibouihood,. made humble supplications 

witbteais to their Almighty Deliverer, pcaying him to 

appoint a way of escape for them* After this, Judas 

arming himself for the enconater, encouraged his men 

to follow him, aad went forth to meet the enemy. He 

came 19 with them while they yet lay at Bethsara ; and 

falling oa. them with his usual coofideace and valour 

gained a complete victory.;^ Mare than twelve thousand 

of the ^nans were slain, and therest found their safety 

in a disgraceful ttghtr Lysias^ aow besouK weary c^ 
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oontnraal loMei and defeats, began to perceive that i\^ 
Jewt mart aided by an Ahnigbty Power. He tberefor^ 
propoead termi of peace^ in which it was stiptdated tka! 
the decrees of Antiochns Epiphanes against them shool^ 
be annnlled ; and that they should be left to the enjoy- 
neBt of religioiis and civil govemmenty accordiDg to 
their own laws. The peace thus obtained -was tkot cf 
long duration ; for ihe enemfeff of the Jews who dwelt 
among them soon infringed it, when Lysias was returned 
to Antioch. Nicanor and Apollonius took all opportu- 
nities of harassing tbem ; and Hmothetm (supposed to 
be the son of hnn who was slain the preceding year! 
recommenced the persecutions in Gilead. The first out- 
rage was committed by the people of Joppa, who drowiied 
two hundred Jews in the sea. Judas fell upon them 
by night, slew many of the people, and burnt their ships. 
llien proceeding to Jamnia, where he kamed that di€ 
Jews were to be cut off by the heathen hdiabitants, be 
hdicted a similar punishment on them. After this he 
led his forces into Oilead against Timotheus, who with 
more than a hundred and twenty thousand men, lay 
encamped at a place called Raphon, near the river 
Jabbock. Judas gained a complete victory over this 
uamerotts host ; and Timotheus fell into the hands of 
two of his captains, who spared his life on condition 
that he should release many of the Jews who were in 
hir power. Jfadas followed up fhifr victory by taking and 
destroying several towns where the fttgrtives had taken 
TeAige. In all of these he found considerable spoils, wit& 
which he returned towards Jndea ; taking with him the 
Jews who had dwelt in Gilead, and setding them with 
their famSies, where they would Be more safe r as Sihiofl 
tod done by the Jews of GalHee. The time t)f Jiidas'i 
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return was about the feast of Pentecost, wkioh wte 
celebrated at Jerusalen with great gladmss on aoeomit 
of the victories God had giyen his people orer their 
oppressors ; and the special protection he had afioitied 
them in the midst of such a perilous warfare ; sinoe not 
one of them had been slain. After the festival Judas 
vrent out against the Edomites, who^ abetted by CkMr- 
gias, still continued their persecution -of the Jewsi In 
the battle then fought, Judas eventually, gained the 
victory; but some of his men were slain. The day 
following was the Sabbath, which the Jews kept in a 
neighbouring city. When it was over> they retemed to 
the field of battle to bury their deadi sumI the& diseo^ 
vered.the cause of their being slain ; for about the per* 
sons of all were found thinga thait had been consecrated 
to the idols of Jamnia, which were not lawful lor .them 
to keep.* The people praised God for this maniiesta-' 
tion of bis righteousneaa; and beseught him tatuoa 
'away from the nation those judgments ^hich sre^ diie 
to the transgression of his laws. They also made a col- 
lection amounting to two thousand draebins,ii4Hiiith^ 
sent to Jerusalem to puiehase sin offerings for the>«Xr 
piation.of the national guilt. The arms of^ Judas. still 
prevailed over the £doniutes till he had made himsejyT 
mas^r of their chief city Hebron* He Aen es^e|ided 
his conquests to several cities of the Philistines :.p«illiii^ • 
dQwn their altars, and burning their images wheieva: he , 
caone. . In this manner all enemies abroad being suh^ 
dued, Judas tusned his sittentpon la the garrison whi^, 
'Stiil occnpied the. fortress in Jerusalem ; and laid afia- 
gojrous si^ge to it. Some of die apoatates .who wejpeiHi ; 
the fortress kuowingjtheiy could, expeeti no mcveyifrit 
; : *v09ttt«n»Mmy^. 25, a€* S^ alio. Jotbua vii. 
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were taken, oontriTed to escape, and gcmig to Antiodi, 
made auclr a representation to the king, that he deter*- 
mined to march to the relief of the g^anrison iiv person. 
Aft army of a hundred and twenty thousand men, with 
three hundred chariots, and thirty-two elephants, was 
quickly put in motion, and entering Judea on the south 
again besieged Bethsura. Judas led his troops^to the 
seene-of action, and falling on the enemy in the- night, 
slew about fottr thousand of th&cn. When it watf day, 
the two armies engaged, and the Jew» fought valiandy ; 
but finding that they were likely to be oyerpowered by 
numbers; they retreated to Jerusalem. Eleazar, one of 
the brothers of Judos, lost his life during the battle by 
a rash attraspt on one of the elephants, which, from 
the richness of its caparison, he took to be the king's. 
For ruling furiously into the heat of the fray, he got 
under the beast and pierced it with his spear ; but the 
animal falling on him, he was crushed to death. Afler 
Judas had retreated^ the Syrians resumed the siege of 
Bethsura ; and though the Jews defended it courage*- 
ously^^ey could not hsM out long*, for want of ptivi^ 
sions ; but were obliged to surrender on torms of sstfety 
for themselves and tiieir property. From Bethsura An- 
tiochus went to Jerusalenr and laid siege to. the Saai&- 
tuary. Here also the besieged were in want of pKovi» 
sions, and must have yielded, had not an unlbreseea 
event called the Syrian .army home* Pfaihp, to who* 
Aniioehnsr Epipfaanes had left the guardianship of the 
young prince and his kingdom, taking, advantage d the 
absence of Lysias, had seized Antioeh, and asanmad the 
reins of pjvemmiML This obliged Lysias lomakepesMse 
with iHm Jewa,. on* teims very advantageoiis to dicasi 
The king, having swMa to the artkdesy was> admitted 
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within tke fortifications ; but when h» saw thd sdrengtb 
of them, no longer regarding his oath, he caused them 
to be demolished. Menelaus the high priest had acdem*- 
panied the king^ in the hope of being reinstated in his 
office : but Lysias justly regarding him as the author 
of the war which he had carried on with such continual 
loss, and terminated so disgracefully, accused lum to 
the king, who caused him to be put to death. The office 
of high priest was now conferred on Alcimus, a mat^ as 
wicked as Menelaus, to the exclusion of the lawful ftucr 
cesser Onias. The latter, shocked at ibis inju8tiGe,^fled 
from Antioch, and went into Egypt, where we shatl 
have occasion to notice him by and by. 



LETTER XXXVI. 

Demetrius the son of Seleucus Philopator, who had 
been sent to Rome as a hostage by his father, and who 
was the rightful heir to the crown of Syria, had fre- 
quently solicited the senate for his release. But as they 
paid no attention to his request, he contrived to escape 
privately, and going into Syria declared that he was 
sent by the Romans to take possessicMi of his kiB^OTs. 
This being generally believed, the friends of Eupotor 
considered his case desperate, and therefore yielded to 
Demetrius. The young prince and his guardian Lysiab 
being betrayed and given up by their own soldiers, were 
put to death. The appointment of Alcimus was very 
displeasing to the Jews, who refused to receive .hiai, 
because he had conformed to many of the Gvecian tsai^ 
toms* On this causal he gathered the apostate Jews 
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who dwelt at Antiocli, and joined with them in a peti- 
tion against Judas : representing him as the persecutpr 
of the king^s friends, who had expelled them on account 
of their conformity to the decrees of Antiochus Epi- 
phanes. Demetrius, on hearing this, was greatly pro- 
yoked ; and having confirmed Alcimus in his office, sent 
him to Jerusalem with a considerable force under the 
command of Bacchides, to make war upon Judas. On 
their arrival in Judea they endeavoured to get Judas 
and his brothers into their power by an artful display of 
friendship ; but Judas was too well aware of the cha- 
racter of Alcimus to trust him ; and the event justified 
his caution ; for others who were more credulous, fell 
into the snare and were put to death. Among these 
were sixty Assideans, and several scribes. After some 
tim^, Bacchides returned into Syria, leaving some of hif 
forces with Alcimus, who for a while had influence and 
power to maintain a party in his favour^ and thus 
disturbed the peace of the nation. But when Judas 
again took the field, Alcimus being no longer ablel^o stand 
against him, had recourse to the Syrians; representing 
to Demetrius that while Judas lived, there was no hppe 
of peace in Judea. The king's ministers out of hatred 
to the Jews, having confirmed the assertion of Alcimus, 
another army was sent under the command of Nicanor, 
with orders to destroy Judas, disperse Jiis followers, and 
establish Alcimus in his office of high priest. Nicanor, 
however, who knew that it was more easy to give these 
orders than to execute them ; and who had had som^ 
experience of the prowess of Judas, did not like to 
expose himself to another defeat ; but endeavoured to 
-conclude the war by treaty. Judas and he having agreed 
on the terms, awaited only the king's ratification of them i 
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t Alcimus prejudiced bim so greatly, against the mea-. 
re, that he commanded Nicanor to continue the war, 
L he had slain pr taken Judas. Being jtbus obliged to 
3ede from the terms he had made, and not liking to 
;k a battle, Nicanor sought to get Judas into his ppwer 
r treachery. He therefore went to Jerusalem and. 
vited him to a conference ; but the snare v^as disco- 
^red time enougn to prevent its taking effect ; aud 
Lidas losing all confidence in the crafty Syrian ^ prepared 
> repel him by force of arms. In the first action which 
>ok place, Nicanor was defeated with the loss of five 
lousand men. He was so greatly enraged at this that, 
e went to Jerusalem and demanded that Judas and his 
Dllowers should be delivered up to him: threa.tening 
hat unless his demands were complied with, he would 
ome again and pull down the altar and bum the temple. 
?o these menaces he added many blasphemies ag^nst 
he God of Israel ; vowing to level his temple with the 
ground, and erect one to Bacchus in the place of iU 
rhe priests and people humbly besought God to regard 
the place which he had appointed for his holy worship, 
eind the house which he had chosen for a house of prayer; 
that the impious threats of Nicanor might be averted 
from it. Soon after this, Nicanor encamped at Bethoron^ 
where he was joined by a Syrian reinforcement. Judas 
in the meantime was at Adasa, with only three thousand 
men ; but they were strong in faith, and determined to 
engage the enemy : trusting in the defence of Him who 
had heard and punished the blasphemies of Sennacherib. 
Not doubting that he would maintain their cause against 
the impious Nicanor. When the two armies met, the 
Syrian commander was slain in the first onset ; and his 
host, seized with a panic tenor, fled in all directions. 
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Jttdas panaed diem, and cmisiiigaD alarm to be floimdcd, 
diew all llie men ont of the aevenl cities they passed, to 
aisiit him. By this means the whole Syrian army, 
consisting of thirty-fire thousand men, fell into itte hands 
of the Jews; not one of them escaping to carry the 
news of their 'defeat to Antioch. Judas and his men, 
on their return to the field of battle, foond tiie body of 
Nicanor; and having cut off his heaT and the hand he 
had so impiously lifted up against the temple, carried 
them to Jerusalem, and fixed them in a conspicuous 
situation without the city. This great deliyerance was 
not only cdebrated with praise and rejoicing at the time 
it was effected ; but a yearly commemoration of it was 
enjoined on the thirteenth day of the month Adar. After 
this victory the Jews had a short respite fttym the malice 
of their enemies; and Judas took advantage of the 
leisure it afforded him to dispatch an embassy to solicit 
the aid and protection of the Romans against the oppres- 
sive tyranny of the Syrian kings. It would be difficult 
to account for the conduct of Judas in this particular, 
were we not acquainted with the deceitfulness of the 
human heart ; and the weakness of the most pious and 
confiding servants of GkMl, when left to themselves. 
Judas, like Hezekiah, had experienced the wonderful 
power and faithfulness of Ood towards those who trust 
in him ; yet in a faithless moment he casts away, his 
hitherto unshaken confidence, and seeks protection from 
an arm of flesh. We must not, however, hastily con- 
demn him ; but rather regard the undeviating tenor of 
his previous conduct, and conclude that, like Hezekiah, 
he was left to himself on one occasion, that he migfit 
become more intimately acquainted with his own heart.* 

* 2 Chronicles xzxii. 31. 
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rhe Jewifh embassy was hoooucably noeived at lUrae, 
X treaty of alliance ofiensive and defensive was made, 
sind the senate wrote to Demetrius desiring hkn to 
desist from any farther vexation of the Jews, who were 
now become the friends and allies of the Roman people. 
Judas however did not live long enough to learn the 
event of his application; for before the return of his 
ambassadors he was slain in battle. When Demetrius 
heard of the defeat and death of Nicanor, he sent Bac- 
ohides with the flower of his army into Judea. Three 
thousand men only were with Judas, most of whom, 
fearing the enemy, withdrew from him ; so that his 
whole>foree was reduced to eight hundred. With these, 
however, he determined to engage the enemy ; though 
they endeavoured to deter him from so bold a measure. 
He expressed his confidence in God's power to save by 
their means ; and his entire resignation to the divine wiU, 
if deliverance were not vouchsafed by them ; or if this 
were the time appointed for their death. The army of 
the Syrians consisted of twenty-two thousand men, but 
notwithstanding the disparity of numbers, Judas and his 
little band gained an advantage over the right wing, 
commanded by Bacchides, whom they put to flight, and 
pursued to a considerable distance. But the left wing 
of the Syrians following in their rear, they were -sur- 
rounded, and such as could not escape by flight were 
killed; among whom was their heroic leader. When 
the death of Judas was made known, it caused great 
lamentations throughout Israel. His brothers Simon 
and Jonathan buried him in the sepulchre of his family 
at Modin ; and a mourning was observed many days by 
the people in testimony of their poignant grief for his 
It is not necessary for me to say much on the 
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character of Judas Macoabeus, since it^a^^ppevoedaQ. 
conspicuously in his conduct. Patriotisq^ and valoiiir, 
founded in pious zeal and confid^ce, mark .every eyienti 
recorded of him; except in that solitary instance ta 
which I have adverted. It is gratifying to iM^idd the. 
revival of his faith under circumstances of peculiar, 
discouragement, from the desertion-of many who forsook 
him, and the backwardness of those who remained with 
him : as we may enjoy the comfortable reflection that he 
was removed in mercy, and made a partaker of the 
blessings reserved for those who ''obtained a good 
report through faith." 

There is one part of his conduct however on whiph I ; 
am desirous of fixing your attention for. a whilp, because 
the remarks I wish to ofier may help tQ.form y^uj:. 
judgment on similar occurrences related in ^riptuvef. 
In the battles Judas fought, and in the. cities he too|i;. 
and destroyed, we are constantly told that he. put all the 
men to death. In the present age, such a.mode.jof: 
warfare would be deemed sanguinary, and could AOt, 
certainly consist with Christian principles of benevolence 
and mercy. But we must learn to discriminate .bet\^een . 
the vengeful retaliation of man towards man, and the 
retributive justice of God. The idolatrous nations, as 
suchy were under a sentence of condemnation; and the 
captains of the Lord's inheritance were the instruments, 
by whom that sentence was executed agfunst theqi,^ 
when the measure of their iniquity was full. Saul was 
commanded to go and utterly destroy the sinners the, 
Amalekites. We know who gave the command, and 
what were the effects of Saul's setting, up his own judg- 
mient in the execution of it. Let us then beware of 
incurring the same guilt by setting up our reason to 
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ccotmt fbr the dealings of the Almighty. Let us rather 
oneiider how dreadful the nature of sin must he, since 
t requires such visitations. Let us adore that gracious 
>aviour by whom we may be delivered: ever humbly 
remembering' that " it is of the Lord's mercies we are 
lot consumed" also. 



LETTER XXXVIL 

The death of Judas was soon found to be a serious ca- 
lamity to the people of Israel ; for the apostates and 
other evil-minded persons availed themselves of the 
con^sion that ensued to create disturbances in all parts 
of the country. The nation was visited by a famiue 
also, at this time ; and the pieirty of Alcimus, getting 
the disposal of the provisions, brought the people under 
their power. When the supreme authority was in such 
hands, it is not surprising that wicked men were exalted 
to offices of trust and power. These every where 
sought for the friends and adherents of the Maccabeans 
to put them to death, under the sanction of Bacchides: 
80 that the affliction of the people was greater than it 
had been since their return from Babylon. In this dis- 
tress of the nation all who adhered to the cause of God, 
and sought the welfare of their brethren, repaired to 
Jonathan, and appointed him their captain, to lead 
them forth as Judas had done. Bacchides hearing that 
Jonathan was collecting forces, endeavoured to get him 
into his power ; but the latter with &imon his brother, 
and a baud of valiant followers escaped to the wilder- 
ness of Tekoa, atid there encamped near the Jordan in 

L 
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a place wbich was scarcely aocessiUe to tbe esstamj. 
For the better secwing^ of their moveable piopefty they 
sent it under the care of their younger brother John, to 
their friends the Nabathean Arabs ; but a party of Jam- 
briansy another tribe of Arabs, falling in with the oon- 
voy, killed the guards, and seized the caniages. Jona- 
than and Simon not long after found means to avenge 
the death of their brother, by attacking a party of 
Jambrians during a nuptial procession ; and indemnified . 
themselves for the loss of their goods, by the rich spofls 
they took on this occasion. Bacchides having disco-, 
vered Jonathan's camp, and made himself master of. 
the pass which led to it, assaulted the Jews on tbe: 
sabbath ; expecting to overcome them without difficulty^ 
as he undeiBtood they would not def<^d themselves on 
that day. Jonathan, however, reminded his men of the ■ 
provisional decree made by his father Mattathias; and. 
exhorted them to seek the assistance of God by prayerji 
and to fight in their own defence. This they did so va*; 
liantly, that a thousand of their enemies were slaio ; 
but as they feared to be at last overpowered by numbers,^ 
they cast themselves into the river and swam over to t^^ 
(^posite bank, whither the assailants did not think pcoK 
per to follow them. Bacchides, on his return to Jertft^' 
salem, gave orders for repairing all the fortresses -^f 
Judea ; in which he placed strong garrisons. He abo^^ 
rebuilt the fort of Acra at Jerusalem ; and not oidj^ 
furnished it with men, arms, and provisions, but plae^i 
in it some of the children belonging to the nobles of 
Judea, as hostages for the fidelity of their ftithers* la.' 
the meantime Alcimus, being fully established in tb» 
office of high priest by the assistance of Bacchides,^ 
began to introduce many innoyations in favour of the 
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eathetis ; in order to bring the Jewish rites to a nearer 
onformity whh theinf. But his impious attempts were 
tfectually checked by the fiat of Omni{)Otence ; for 
:s he was giving orders for pulling down the wall 
»f separation, beyond which it was not lawful for the 
jrentiles to pass, he was seized with a palsy, which de- 
prived him of utterance immediately, and soon after 
put an end to his liffe. On the death of Alcimus, for 
ivhose sake Bacchides had been sent to Judea, the 
latter withdraw his forces and returned to the king. It 
is probable that Demetrius had by this time received 
such intimations from thfe Roman Senate respecting the 
Jews, as induced him to recal his forces, and leave 
them unmolested. 

After the departure of the Syrians Jonathan, being 
left two years in peace, began to restore the decayed 
state of his country. This excited the envy of the fac- 
tious opponents, who concerted a plan for cutting him 
off, with all his adherents, while they lived in unsus* 
pecting security among them. Not daring however to 
atteilipt this by themselTes, they invited Bacchides to 
conie and support them in it. But before he arrived the 
conspiracy was discovered by Jonathan, who having put 
fifty of the ringleaders to death, retired to Bethbasi, a 
fortress in the wilderness ; as he did not think himself 
strong enough to encounter Bacchides in the field. The 
Syridn army in the meantime entered Judea, and their 
leader, calling upon the factious Jews to join him, pro- 
ceeded to besiege Bethbasi. On his approach, Jonathan 
with part of his forces quitted the fo^ess ; leaving 
Simon to defend it with the rest. When the Sytians 
sat down before the place, Jonathan harassed them 
from without, cutting off their supplies^ falling upon 



220 HISTOBICAL INTERVAL. 

their foraging parties, and frequently afttaekhig the'be« 
siegers themselves. In the meautime Simon defended 
the place as nobly ^m within, seising the opportunities 
of Jonathan's approach, to sally out, aad bam the en- 
gines of war. This system of defence was so Yexattons 
to Bacchides, that he not only became weary of the war; 
but so angry with those who had brought him into it» 
that he put several of them to death ; and detenqined to 
raise the siege. Jooathlin being informed of th» sent 
to him proposals of accommodation, which he gladly 
accepted; declaring he would not seek to ii^fe the 
Jews any more. After this the prisonen on both sided 
were liberated ; and the Syrians returned home. Paaee . 
being thus restored, and the authority of Jonalhan MIy . 
established, he settled at Micmash, and labottr^' to 
secure the welfare of the people by a steady enforce- 
ment of the law of God. In the eighth year of Jona* 
than's government Demetrius, being threatened, wMi 
the loss of his kingdom, by the claims of Alexaaider 
Balas, was desirous of making the Jews his friends; and 
accordingly sent a letter to Jonathan appointing him his 
g^ieral in the land of Judea ; with power to raise forees, 
and arm them for his assistance. The king also com^ 
manded that the hostages detained in the fottresa of 
Acra should be given up. Jonathan, on the receipt of 
this letter, went up to Jerusalem ; and by virtue of' it, 
demanded the hostages, whom he restored to their p^ 
rents. This restraint being removed, many dechned for 
him ; and he was enabled to raise such a force that the 
garrisons left b^Bacchides, being afraid of him> aban- 
doned their posts ; with the exception of those at Jeru- 
salem and Bethsura : which, being chiefly composed of 
^posUite Jews, had no resource but a desperate resist*. 
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ihce* Jonathaa, now leaving liticmash, settled at 
feruaalem» \9here he rebuilt the fortifications of the 
kanctuaiy ; and repaired the city on all sides. When 
^lexaiKler Balas heard of the offers made to Jonathan 
by Demetrius, he also sent proposals of alliance ; con- 
stituting him high priest of the Jews, and presenting 
him a crown of gold and a purple robe in token of the 
princely dignity with which he desired to invest him. 
Demetrtus on the other hand, fearing to lose the support 
of Jonathan, vrenl far beyond his rival in the promises 
he made i but the Jews recollecting his former cruel 
treatment of them, and considering his present conduct 
as nothing more than the effect of his ctitical circum- 
alai^ces, declared in favour of Alexander. At the feast 
of tabetnaeles which happened about this time, Jonadian, 
with ihe consent of- the people, put on the pontifical 
robe, and ofiiciated as high priest. He was descended 
fvOm Joaarib, and was probably on that account entitled 
to the holy office, which hadr now been vacant seven 
years from the death of Alcimus. In the contest for the 
<;rown of Syria, Demetrius at first gained some ad*- 
vantages ; but Alexander having very powerful allies in 
^e kings of Egypt, Oappadocia, and Pergamus, besides 
Hhe siip{k>rt of the Romans and of Jonathan, was still 
**abl^ to keep the field. Demetrius finding such a formida- 
bly enemy to encounter, sent his two sons with a consi- 
derable treasure to Cnidus ; and then resolved to bring 
all his forcee together and try the issue of another battle. 
In the beginning of the engagement his left wing defeated 
the right of the enemy ; but while they too ardently 
followed up this advantage their right wing was over- 
powered and their king slain. 
By this victory Alexander gained possession of the 
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Syrian empire; and in order to establish hujftsdf ihe 
more iirml j in it, he sent to demamd Cleopatra dao^- 
t^r of Ptolemy king of Egypt^ in maniage. - Tbe 
latter consenting to his demand, brought the princess 
to Ptolemais; where the nuptials were solemnized /with 
great splendour. Jonathan was invited on this oocaaioD, 
and treated with distinguished marks of favour by botb 
the kings. Some of his old enemies, the apostate Jaws, 
more enraged than erer, sought to prefer aecusatidns 
against him ; but the king would hear nose of &eili : 
and even caused a proclamation to be issued, thdt no one 
should presume to speak ill of hiip. About this time 
Onias, who had fled into Egypt, when Alcimus wais miied 
to the priesthood, and wha had there made his senrioes 
very acceptable to the king, obtained a grant from him Ao 
build a temple like that at Jerusalem. Heihadno gfeat 
difficulty in persuading Ptolemy that hk lev^^ne; would 
be increased and his authority over the Jews strengkheaased 
by preventing their frequent journeys to Jerusalem ; but 
he did not find it 90 easy to bring those of bi9 own. nation 
to a conformity with his views ; since they conaidqced it 
sinful to offer sacrifices any where else. To satisfy ^them 
On this subject, he wrested a passage of the pcophet 
Isaiah,* which refers to the Gospel kingdom ; andsx- 
plained it soas to serve his purpose. Having Cbti»tt>- 
tained the consent of the Jews in Egypt, he erected: a 
temple in the prefecture of Heliopolis, of which he was 
Igovemor; and where he had built a city called after his 
' own name, Onion. In this tempte, which neady leseqa- 
' bled that at Jerusalem, though it was somewhat smaller, 
he established a form of worship corresponding ip all 
respects with the rites of the Jewish Church ; aod hav- 

• Isvah lix. 18—21. 
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i&g obtuned a grant of the high pdesthood for himself 

aikd his descendants, he ordained priests and Levitesto 

officiate therein continually.* When .Alexander Balas 

^ had folly established himself in the S3rrian kingdom, he 

gave way to sloth and luxury; totally neglecting the 

•ibin of government, which were mamatged by one of 

iiis favourites named Ammonius. The cruel tyranny of 

'this man caused great discontent throughout the king- 

-i'doTSiy which being known to Demetrit^, son of the late 

icing, he hired a band of Cretan soldiers ; and landed 

'With them in Gilicia ; where so many joined him, that 

.he soon got possession of that country. Alexander, 

• > roused by this invasion, prepared to repel it ; and hear- 

ing that Apollonitts, governor of Gcelo-Syria and Phoe*- 

*nidia had declared for Demetrius, he solicited the aid 

x^f his father-in-law Ptolemy king of Egypt. Jonathan 

btiil preserving his fidelity to Alexand^, was challenged 

' proudly by ApoUonius, who had collected a large fpice 

al Jamnia^ He was not long in accepting the challenge ; 

for marching out of Jerusalem with ten thousand men, he 

' took the city of Joppa ; and after that engaging Apollo^ 

. mus in the open field, defeated him. The vanquidbed 

• general fled to Azotus,t whither Jonathan pursued him ; 
And having taken the place, set fire to it, and consumed 

- ' the temple of Dagon, in which many of the fugitives had 
/ dought refuge. He then proceeded to several other ci- 
ties, treating all who resisted him in the same manner ; 
and having thus reduced the rebels, he.iretumed with 
great spoils to Jerusalem. When Alexander heard of 
these victories obtained on his behalf, he sent Jonathan 

• * This temple was destroyed by order of Vespasian, soon after the 
destruction of that at Jerusalem ; and about 224 years from the time 
^f its erection. 

i Formerly Ashdod. 
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a buckle of gold like tbose worn by the royal family ; 
and bestowed on him the city of Ekron with the laoda 
belonging to it. Ptolemy Philometor, arriving with a 
large army to assist Alexander, was met at Joppa by 
Jonathan y who attended him to Ptolemais. Here the 
king of Egypt, having discovered a plot against his life, 
demanded that the author of it should be given up to 
him. This was no other than Ammpnius, who suspect- 
ing that Ptolemy came to seize the kingdom of Syria for 
himself, determined to cut him off. When Alexander 
refused to give up his minister, Ptolemy concluded that 
he knew and approved the treachery ; therefore taking 
away his daughter, he gave her to Demetrius, ^nd as- 
sisted him to gain the kingdom. Alexsmder being vfud.- 
quished in battle, fled to Arabia, where he ws^ tre£^- 
cherously slain ; and Ptolemy did not long smrvive : for 
a dangerous wound he had received in the engagement 
carried him off in a few days. 

This year was distinguished by the destruction pf Ck>- 
rinth and Carthage. In that of the former th^e last ray 
of Grecian power was extinguished ; and by that of the 
latter, Rome was left without a rival, to subdue all th^igs 
and to break in pieces and bruise^ till she should estab- 
lish that dominion predicted by Daniel, as the kingdom 
that should be strong as iron. 



LETTER XXXVIII. 

On the death of Alexander Balas, Demetrius took pos- 
session of Syria without farther opposition, and assumed 
the surname of Nicator (the conqueror); but the mis- 
'^onduct of his favourite, Lasthenes, to whom he intrusted 
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ttie government, added to his own cruelty^rashness, and 
iblty, soon alienated his subjects, and drove them into 
i^ebeiliofi against him. Jonathan^ in the meantime, 
being left unmolested in his government, endeavoured to 
reduce the fortress of A era, which still remained as a 
s6urce of annoyance to the people. The giarrison sent 
a complaint to Demetrius, who coming to Ptolemais 
cited JonathaU thither to answer the accusation. The 
Tatter, giving orders to continue the' siege, went to the 
king ; by whom he was not only exculpated, but treated 
^ith favour and distinction : being confirmed in the 
<rfiice of high priest,' and enrolled on the list of the 
King's friends. By his request also Demetrius re- 
mitted alt the tribute and customs which had been 
imposed by the Syrian princes ; aiid made a grant of 
territory to be add^d to Judea, oh condition of Jona- 
than's paying three hundred talents. The disaffection 
of the Syrians towards Demetrius was no sooner per- 
ceived by Tryphon, an officer of the late king, than he 
determined to avail himself of it for the promotion of his 
own ambitious views. He therefore went intoSrabia to 
Zabdiel a prince of that country, to whom Alexander 
Balas had committed his infant son; and desired to 
have the young prince given up to him, that he might 
place him on the throne of his father. Zabdiel was not 
at first willing to comply with this proposal ; but Try- 
pbon continuing to urge it a long time, gained his point 
at last ; aiid brought the prince, named Antiochus, into 
Syria. Jonathan, on his 'return to Jerusalem, still went 
on with the siege of Acra ; but as he could not succeed 
in reducing the garrison, he sent an embassy to the king, 
begging him to withdraw it. The people of Antioch at 
this time were manifesting their discontent by tumults 

l2 
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and sedition. Demetrius therefcxe lequired Jonathan 
to send him a body of soldiers, to assist lum against 
them : promimng to comply with all his demands, in 
return for this favour. But when by their asaistanoe he 
had brought under the revolters, he broke all his condi- 
tions with Jonathan, and even went so far as to demand 
the tribute ; in lieu of which three hundred talents had 
'been ^aid to him. It was at this juncture that Tryphon 
claimed the kingdom for Antiochus; and he was not 
long in obtaining it: for such numbers flocked to his 
standard, that he was soon in a condition to take the 
field against Demetrius. In a battle which ensued, the 
latter was defeated ; and Tryphon marching to Antioch, 
took the city, and placed Antiochus on the thitme. 
When this was done, Tryphon sent an embassy in the 
young king's name, to Jonathan, confirming all the pri- 
vileges Demetrius had rescinded, and adding others to 
them. He also constituted Simon commander of the 
king's forces, from the Ladder of Tyre/ to the confihes 
of Bgypt, on condition that the brothers would dedare 
for him. Jonathan had too just caiise of complaint 
against Demetrius to refuse these overtures ; and having 
complied with what was required, a commission .was 
sent him to raise forces in the king's name. Whea he 
had collected a considerable army, he marched into the 
southern part of Judea, where Ascalon submitted to 
him ; and Gaza, after a brief siege, was forced to sur- 
render. After this he marched northward as far as 
Damascus, in order to secure all the cities in Coelo- 
Syria for Antiochus. While Jonathan was thus engaged, 
the forces of Demetrius in those parts assembled to in- 
vade Galilee, probably intending to gain a footing there, 
* A mouDtain near the sea ; between Tyre and Ptalemais. 
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and intet^Dcpt him ob hisfeturn. But Jons^ban marcbed 
against them, and was finally Tictorioua : though on hit 
first coming thither, he fell into an ambush, and was 
deserted by most of his men, who fled in terror. A few 
of the- most yaliant, however, making a resolute stand, 
gave the rest time to rally ; and the enemies were put 
to flight, with the loss of three thousand men. Simon 
in the meantime was not idle : he kid siege to Beth- 
sura and succeeded m taking it, and driving out the 
garrison, which had been so vexatious to the neighbour- 
hood, during siaEteea years. On Jonathan's return to 
Judea he dispatdied ambassadors to Rome, to renew 
the alliance which Judas had made with that nation. 
They were honourably received by the senate, who 
granted all they desired ; and dismissed them with let- 
ters of safe conduct to .the Roman governors through 
whose provinces they were to pass, in their way to Judea. 
These ambassadors were also commissioned to visit 
Laoedflemon, and to take a letter from Jonathan in an- 
swer to one formerly written by the king or people of 
that country to the Jews, with whom they claimed kin- 
dred t as being descended from Abr^iam. The letter 
alludied to was written to Onias the son of SiuKtt the 
Just. But how the Lacedsemonians proved their descent 
from Abraham, is not known ; as there are no writings 
now extant in which it can be traced. Jonathan in thus 
desiring foreign alliances fell into the same error as 
Judas had done : it must however be allowed that he 
did not ask assistance from thetn ; for he declared that 
die Jews were helped from heaven : but the law of God 
forbad his people to make alliances with heathen nations 
on any account. And the word of God, by his prophet,* 

* Jeremiah zrii. S, 7. 
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profnounced a blessing on thoftie whotrast in tiieiLdrdv 
and make his power and goodness the sole groondr ofl 
their hope. The Syrian captains whom Jonadian had 
defeated in Galilee, having obtained large t&Dibtc»r 
ments, came. again towards that country. Jondthan^' 
however, witlM^ut loss of time, advanced to meet diem 
as far as Hamath, where he encamped. Hating hsamed 
that their intention was to surprise him in the aight; hb 
used such vigilance that they were not only fnistr^^d, 
but so completely disconrs^ed, that peturain^to their 
camp and making fires, as if for use, they ^bdrew 
privately; and before Jonathan was aware of theic^de? 
parture, escaped so far, that it was in vain to piir^r 
them. While he was in* the neighbourhood of Cc^o^ 
Syria, he again marched to Damascus to promote the 
interest of Antiochus, and suppress all who oppo^dit; 
and having done this, he returned to Judea. Simon in 
the meantime had been very successfal against thePhi^ 
Hstines, whom he had subdued at Asc9^on and other 
places. He had also taken possession of Joppa, and 
secured it by a strong garrison. When the two brothers 
met at Jerusalem, they called a council to deliberate ote 
the best means of repairing and* fortifying the city ; ' and 
it being detehnined that every thing tieedfol should be 
done, the people were called to the work,' of which 
Jonathan took the superintendence. Among other 
things it was agreed that a wall or mount should be 
raised against the fortress of Acra, to cut off all oom^ 
mnnication between the garrison and the city; -Wlaltt 
th6se works were going on at Jerusalem, Simon went 
out into the country ; and carried on similar i^raticma 
in all places that required to be rebuilt or fortified; by 
which means all the land was rendered secure against 
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bie* sadden kiTttmn -of thear tfiemies. By this, tme 
Tvyphxxn^ having obtained the kingdom of Syria oatoo^ 
.lUy in, behalf of Antiochua, considered himself in a 
condition to veixe it on his own account. But knowij^^ 
rrom'tke character of Jonathan^ that his consent would 
nevier be gained to so iniquitous a measure, he deter- 
mined to get him into his power, and put him to death. 
^With this view he marched towards Judea with a powers 
fill army ; but when he reached Bethsan, Jonathan 
ne* kimr at the head of forty thousand men. The crafty 
tiaitcnr. afraid to encounter him openly, while under such 
a guard, sought to deceive him with offers of amity : 
t^ing him that he came expressly to put him in pos* 
sesBton of Ptolemais. Jonathan too easily fell into the 
mure; for yielding to the persuasion pf Tryphon he sent 
backaU his force3 except three thousand men.. Two 
thousand of these he left in Galilee, and went with the 
remtinder to Ptolemais, expecting to have the place 
gken up to him. But Tryphon had no sooner got him 
tnthin.the walls, than, causing the gates to be shut, he 
made him his prisoner ; and put his attendants to death. 
When this was done Tryphon sent out a force to attack 
the troops that had been sent to Galilee ; but the^e 
being informed of what had passed, put themselves in 
such a menacing posture of defence, that the enemy 
dutit not attack them, and they escaped in safety to Jerur 
sdan. When the captivity of Jonathan was made known4 
it caused great lamentation among the Jews; and, no 
\M exultation to their heathen neighbours, who imme- 
diately kagued together for their destruction. Tryphon 
alsQ asaembled his forces for the same purpose ; hoping 
to avail himself of the consternation which prevailed 
wmt^ the people for the lo^s of their leader. The Jew^ 
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thii6 threatened on all sides^ were greatly diacoimiged ; 
but they were not forsaken of God« He still TOud»afed 
Ihem a deliverer in the person ai Simon, who^ calling 
an ass^nbly of the people, in the temple, offered to lead 
them forth in the glorious cause to 5ehich his father and 
brothers had devoted themselves; and in defence of 
which they had yielded their lives. The people, se-aai- 
mated by this offer, answered with a voice of general 
acclamation^ ** Thou shalt be our leader instead of Jona- 
than thy brother. Fight thou our battles ; and what* 
soever thou commandest us, that will we do«'\ Simooms 
first care was to complete the fortifications of Jerusidem, 
which Jonathan had begun ; and to secure Joppa, by 
sending one of his captains with a strong detachment to 
that place. Tryphon, in the meantime, marching from 
Ptolemais, advanced towards Judea ; but when Simon 
went forth with his army against him, he would not risk 
an engagement : knowing the prowess of the latter ; 
and fearing the resolute- valour of the Jews, which he 
had now inflamed by his treachery towards Jonathan^ 
He therefore sent an artful message to Simon, telling 
him that Jonathan was detained on account of a hun- 
dred talents due from him to the king; but if thsit som 
werepaid, and two of his sons sent as hostages ibriUa 
ftittire good conduct, he should be set at liberty. Simon 
lesdily perceived the craft of his adversary; yetaa:he 
could not bear the imputation that would rest on hini, 
in case of refusal, he complied with the demand. Trj- 
phon however still retained Jonathan in his power ; and 
only withdrew his forces at that time, that he mog^t 
augment their number, and surprise some part of the 
country from which Simon was absent. With this in* 
tent he soon after entered Judea on the south, by the 
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way of Idamea ; bat Simon who bad nanowly watched 

all bis mov^maits, was there alio to counteract them. 

The wall built against the garrison of Acra, had by this 

time produced the effect for which Jonathan had erected 

It : for they were reduced to such dif tress for want of 

provisionSy that th^y sent to Tryphon begging him lo 

relieve them. He accordingly ordered out all his candry 

by nigfat for that purpose ; but they had not proceeded 

far when a heayy fall of snow not only oUiged them to 

.return, but compelled Tr3^on to break up his camp on 

the following morning, and lead his troops into winter 

quartors. 
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Trtphov on his retreat passing through Gilead, put 
Jonathan to death, near a place called Bascama. When 
the news of this sad event reached Judea, great lamen- 
tations were made ; and Simon sending for his remains, 
buried them at Modin, where he erected a monument 
of white marble beautifully caryed and polished. Near 
this he set up seven pyramids to be memorials of his 
parents, his brothers, and himself; and then surrounded 
them and the monument with a range of stately piUars, 
carved with martial devices. The whole being on an 
eminence, was seen at a great distance ; and served as 
a landmark to mariners who frequented the coast.* 

When Tryphon returned to Antioch, he deemed it no 
longer needful to delay his treasonable purposes; there* 

* This monument was perfect in the time of Josephus, who speaks 
of it with admiration ; and it was still in being two handred years 
after his time, according to Eusebius. 
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fofe Oaumg the youn^ laaag to be fnA tedealksettetlf^ 
be seized liie crown, md deoktrad bimsell king of >3yr»j 
•'Sittooy after the deportniB of Tryphon, befai^^vtres^' 
Milt an embaMy to the Romans, infonniBg Dhem of Us* 
brother's death; and desiring to reaem^ in his « own* 
naoie, the alliance made with them. This embfliisy' 
met* with an honourable reception bodi at Ronke and wk 
Sparta ; and brought foaek a renewal of the kagito^ 
which was publicly read at Jerusftlem. Some Of "^le 
Syrian governors who stiH fiavoured Demetrius, coHeci^' 
ing their ttoops, engaged the forces of Tryphon ntiar' 
Ptolemais. The latter party gained the victory t tMt: 
returning from the pursuit of their enemies, a sudden 
influx of the sea overflowed and drowned great numbers 
of them. Demetrius during all this time had remained 
in luxurious idleness at Laodicea ; without making any * 
exertion for the recovery of his doifiinions. ' Simon, 
however, who did not think proper to acknowledge 
Tryphon, sent ambassadors to make terms of peace 
and aHiance with Demetrius; and obtained ftx)m'1iiih 
a confirmation of all his fofmer grants, with the sove^ 
reignty of Judea, provided he would aid him against' 
the usurper. The Jews rejoiced greatly in this release 
frdm a foreign yoke ; and from this time dated all their 
contracts by the era of their own prince, instead of th^t 
of tibe kings of Syria. Simon, in his quality of prince^, 
now made a progress through the land, to provide for 
its safoty by fortifications wherever needful ; especially " 
at Bethsura and Joppa. He also besieged and took 
Gazara, which had revolted on the death of Jonathan * 
and having expelled the heathen from thence, peopled 
it entirely with Jews. Finding his son John very valiant, ' 
. he made him commander of all the forces iAJudea, and 
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Dortaaoe) where his preaeace would i>e neidfuL B«lt 

tfbe greatest adrantage gained for the people at tkk 

Lime was die redaction of the garrison at Acra. The 

fs^ure of Tryphoa's attempt <» their behalf had heeft 

stttended wi^ fatal consequences to them; Ibr they 

vrere so deatilute of proYidons that a great number of 

tliem perished through famine, and the rest were glad 

to aurrend^ on condition of having- their lives spared. 

The day <^ their departure was eekbiated by the Je\9a 

i^ith 'publio thanksgiving and rejoicings, which were ap^ 

pointed to be renewed annually in remembrance of it. 

Simon, however, did not think it enough to gain pos*- 

sQElsion of this foitress ; for by reminding the people of 

the evila they had suffesped from it, and representing the 

danger of its felling again into the power of their ene^ 

mies, he prevailed on them not only to demeliii^ the 

building, but to level the eminence on which it stood"; 

that the sanctuary might no more be etposed to intuit 

irom that quarter. This work was completed in three 

years, during which &imon strengthened the monntaia 

of ^ the temple, and built haUtations for himself and 

his c<«Lpany within the fortifications. So many Uess* 

ings conferred on the nation, by the instrumentality of 

SiBKMi, rend^ed him very dear to die Jews; and in a 

public assembly at Jerusalem, after the recital of h^ 

noble exploits, and the benefits enjoyed under his go^ 

vermoent, the dignities of high priest and prince, whidi 

had been granted by Demetrius, were solemnly con* 

firmed to him and his descendants. 

The author of the first Book of Maccabees has left us 
a piecing picture of the prosperity enjoyed by the Jews 
at this time ; and has also declared the means by which 
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Simon procured it for tbdm : tdling us tbolhe searched 
out the law of God ; and suffered no neglect or con- 
tempt, of it to pass unreproved or unpunished. In the 
account of Simon's inauguration there is adrcumstance 
I wish you to ohserve. The priesthood and dominion 
were ccmfirmed to him, '' till there should arise a faith' 
ful prophet,' By this it would seem not only that the 
Messiah was expected to appear as the prophet foretold 
by Moses ; * but that an opinion then prevailed thait he 
would abolish the Levitical priesthood, and intnodiRe a 
new mode of worsh^. The decree made at this time 
in favour of Simon, was ordered to be engraved an. a 
table of brass, and hung up in the sanctuary; attd 
copies of it were placed in die treasury of the temple, 
for the use of Simon and his sons. While these eTents 
.were passing at Jerusalem, Tryphon stUI retained that 
part of the Syrian dominions he had usurped ; and the 
Parthians took possession of all the rest. The subjects 
of I>emetritts, not liking the tyranny of their new mas- 
ters, sent repeated invitations to him ; promising to re- 
volt in his favour, if he would come amoi^ them. Being 
at length roused to exertion, he passed over the £v 
phrates to their assistance : leaving Tryphon at rest for 
the present, because he expected to overconm him by 
the help of his other subjects ; when he hlbd recoveftd 
them from the Parthians. On his appearaaee in the 
east the Elymeeans, Persians, and Bactriiuu, declared 
for him, and by their means he gained several victxMes 
over the Parthians ; but he was afterwards drawn ialo 
a snare by them under pretence of making peace ; and 
his army being destroyed, he was made 'prisoner. His 
queen Cleopatra hearing of his captivity shut herself 

* Deuteronomy xviii. 16— ISI. 
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p in Seleuda on the Orontes, where many of Tryphon's 

oldiers resorted to her ; because the tyranny of that 

Lsurper uras become insufferable to them. Feaiing 

lowever that the people of Seleucia would give her up 

x> Tryphon, rather than endure a siege, she sent for 

ALiitiochus Sidetes her husband's brother, and offered 

tiim the crown of Syria on condition of his uniting with 

her to expel the tyrant. Antiochus immediately took 

the title of king, and in that quality wrote a letter to 

Siraoa ; telling him that he was coming against Try- 

pbon. To secure the Jews in his interesthe made many 

grants to Simon, with promises of great honours and 

immunities to himself, the temple, and the people; 

. when he should have overcome the usarper. Early in 

the following year, Antiochus' landing in Syria with ft 

large army of mercenaries» and being joined by the 

fonoes of Cleopatra, with many deserters from Tryphon, 

the latter, unable to keep the field against him, fled 

first to Dora, and afterwards to Apamea, where he was 

taken and put ta death. Wbei^ Antipchns ha^l thi)s 

gained the kingdom, he was so far from regarding his 

proniiises to Simon, that he only sought an occasion to 

quurel with him ; therefore sending one of his offices 

to Jerusalem, he demanded the restoration of Gasara, 

Joppa, and other places, with the fortress of Acra in 

Jerusalem; or five hundred talents instead of them* 

Simon' replied that he had no objection to pay a has- 

deed talents for Joppa and Gazara; but the other places 

being his by rigl^t of inheritance, he would keep posr 

session of them now that he had obtained it. The king 

was very much displeased at this answer, and sent one 

of his captains named Caidebseus .to> invade Judea ; but 

Simon dispatched a large force under his sons Judas 
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and Jbhti, who defeated the Syrians, and -drore-liiein 
Wt of the country. After tlii^ the Jews werel^fb to Ihe 
enjoytttent of peace and prosperity abo^at two yeatrs; 
Whien both were suddenly interrupted by l^e death of 
Simon. He t^as accustomed to make frequently a prd* 
gress through the cities of Judea, to settle all matters 
csonoeilimg them. On one- of these occasions he caone 
to Jericho, with his sons Judas and Mattathias« Pto-- 
lemy, the son of Abubus, who had married one of kis 
daughters, being governor of the place, invited them to 
his castle to partake of an entertainment. But his de- 
sign was only to get them into his power, that he might 
put them to death ; and seize the government of Judea 
for himself. He therefore caused them to be assas- 
sinated while sitting •at table; and then dii^tched a 

•party to Gazara where John resided, in order to cut 
him ioff also. But John having received notice of their 

* coming, as well as of what had passed at Jericho^ fell 
upon them as they approached, and put them Ul to 
death. After this he hastened to Jerusalem to secure 
that place against the traitor ; and there being declared 
high priest and prince of the Jews, as the successes?. of 
his &tther, he took such measures as yirere likely tc^en*' 
Inatt the safety of his people. Ptolemy, who had fbnned 
all his f^ans in concert with Antiochus, seeing they ^ers 
likely to fail through the prudence and firmn^sa of 
Jdhn, had no resource but that of callmg in the Syrians 
tO' asdst him. In the meantime, however, he vas 
Obliged to flee to Philadelphia, and it is not kmnvn 
iHiat became of him afterwards. Simon waa the last of 
the five sons of Mattathias, ell of whom were distin- 
guifthed by their courageous zeal and devotion to the 
cause of God and their country. He was appoinledi^by 
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is dyings father, to be. the cottnaellor of his hi!el|iT0ils 
nd he was peculiarly fitted for that office by hi» fiety 
nd moderation. Id the prosecution of the wars in 
rbich be was engaged, he displayed no less ability, 
ban in Ihe art of government ; and by this accouiH 
^ivea of him in the first Book of Maccabees, we nmy 
conclude that he was an illustrious and excellent.person. 
rhat part of the Jewish history which is contained in the 
a^pooryphal writings, ends at the death. of Simoa. 
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AirrioeHus Sidktes was not slow in accepting the in- 
vitation of the traitorous Ptolemy. For thinking thm a 
favourable opportunity for getting possession of Judea* 
he matched' thither with a large army ; and having de-* 
feated John in battle, shut him up in Jerusalem, and 
there besieged him with all his forces. The besieged, 
made a vigorous defence, always repulsing the assaU«* 
ants, and frequently sallying forth to destroy their 
works and engines. But they were reduced to great 
distresB for want of provisions; for the enemy had 
made two deep ditdies round the walls ; so tliiat they 
eeuld neither receive supplies from without^ nor send 
from die city snch persons as were useless in the de- 
fence of it. This was the state of afiaim when John 
sent to beg a truce, in order to celebrate the feast of 
tabernacles. Antiochus not only granted his request, 
but Ihniished him with beasts and other things needful 
for the sacrifices to be oflSmed at that time. Hue 
coniideiate behaviour, which evinced the piety and cle* 
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mency of his opponent, induced Johi^ to tfeat with hitft 
for peace ; and the king granted it on condition that the 
besieged should give up their arms, pay tribute for 
Joppa, and other places held by them out of Judea, and 
dismantle Jerusalem. A demand was made for the re* 
building of the fortress of Acra ; but to this John would 
not consent, choosing rather to pay the king five hun- 
dred talents instead of it. Some of these conditions 
being immediately complied with, and hostages given 6>r 
the performance of the rest, the siege was raised, and 
the Jews were again left in peace. At the time John 
sued for terms with Antiochus, he and his people were 
reduced to the last extremity by famine, which being 
known in the Syrian camp, their enemies urged the kin^ 
to seize this opportunity of destroying them uttefly : re- 
presenting that they were a hateful people who renounced 
all communication with other men ; neither eating #ith 
them, nor worshiping their gods. These -arguments 
were specious, but they did not prevail; because the 
Jews had an Almighty Protector, who disposed the heart 
of Antiochus to spare them. As the people of Ged, 
and the depositories of his promises, they were not to 
be extirpated : though as sinners, contlntially proffe to> 
depart from huh, they needed frequent chastisement. 
In the fifth year of John Hyrcanus, the kiiig of Sytia 
made war upon the Parthians, in order to deliver his 
brother Demetrius from captivity. . He had great stic^ 
dess in this invasion ; for, having defeated the enemy 
several times, he recovered all the couiitries fonh^ly 
governed by his ancestors. The fruits of all these ad- 
vantages were, however, lost to him by the licenticnis 
and oppressive conduct of his troops, who made tbeili- 
selves so hateful to the inhabitants, among whom they 
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were dispereed in winter quarters, tkat tbey conspifed 
with the Partfaians to massacre them all on the same 
day. This design was so fully effected, that scarcely a 
nmn was left to relate the catastrophe ; and Antiochus was' ' 
slain am(Hig his people, whom he vainly ^ideavoured to 
defend. Demetrius had been set at liberty by the king 
of Parthia, in order that he might become the rival of 
his brother. By this means he escaped the slaughter, 
and got back to Syria, where he ascended the vacant 
thvone^ The death of Antiochus, and the troubles which 
ensued in S3fria, afforded Hyrcanus an oppcHtunity of 
freeing himself from all foragn dominion ; and greatly 
enlarging his territories. He took possession of several 
places in Syria, Phcenicia, and Arabia; and having 
made himself master of Sechem the chief city of Samaria, 
he destroyed the temple on Mount Gerizim. After this 
he invaded Idumea, and having totally subjected the 
Edomites, he allowed them the alternative of embracing 
the Jewish religion, or leaving their country. They 
.chose the former, and from that time were incorporated 
with the Jews as one nation.* In the eighth year of 
his reign, Hyrcanus sent an embassy to r^new the alli- 
ance made by his father and uncles with the Romans.' 
On.4his occasion he represented what had been done, 
^^inst the Jews by Antiochus Sidetes, contrary ta the 
de^ees of the Senate issued in the time of Simon. This 
was all declared to be null and void ; the Jews were* 
confirmed in their independence, the Syrians were or* 
defied to m%ke reparation for all the damage they had 
do|i§, and ambassadors were sent frcnn Rome, to see 
that the commands of the Senate were in all these 
respects obeyed. Hyrcanus and his people were so 

* See Notes L and M. . 



much gratified by this behaTiour of the Stai^, tb^ 
they sent another embassy, in the foUowuig year,; to 
present their thanks, with gifts to the amount of fifty- 
thousand pieces of gold. The Syrian kings, from.diis 
tone, had no power to molest, the Jews ; for, indfipend-. 
ent of the injunctions of the Senate, they were too 
much harassed by revolts, usurpations,- and civil wara, 
to attempt any thing.against their neighbours, H^^a-: 
nus, in the meantime, grew so powerful that hejrespliff^, 
on the reduction of Samaria ; and sent hisitwo.s^^f Axu^-^. 
tobolus and Antigonus to besiege it» The inh^bilt|iuf%/ 
called to their aid Antiochus Cygicenus^ one of the S}^ri%q^ ; 
kings, who brought a large army to relieve them ;. but.,V^* 
was defeated by the brothers ; and ni^rrowly ^esq^p^ 
falling into their hand^. After thia victory^ they p^ei^^ . 
the siege so vigorously, that the people of Samar^'a ^^S^ 
Applied to Antiochus, who, unable to raiae a av.S]«|ef t^ 
force himself, sent to Ptolemy Lathyrus king of Egypt,, 
from whom he received six thousand aux,iliaries. . Vfithi 
these added to his own troops, he made incui:sionji 9n., 
the Jewish territory; hoping thereby to draw ofi" the/, 
brothers from the siege. In this, however, he wa^ ^i%T( 
appointed, and finding his army decrease . cqntinmd^,, 
he withdrew to Tripoli: leaving two of his gei^raU.^< 
carry on the war. One of them was soon after cut oi|'r 
in a hazardous enterprise; and the other, betraying.]^ 
trust, gave up Scythopolis and other places to Hyrcanmv 
for a sum of money. Samaria thus depriived of .ait ■ 
succour fVom without, was obliged to surrender, after, a.' t 
siege of twelve months. . Hyrcanus entirely destrpyibd 
the city : not only razing it to the ground ; but causing 
trenches to be drawn across the site,, to prevent tbt. 
rebuilding of it. You are not to infer that this was 
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ne out of hatred to the Samaritan^ ; for that people 
d not dwelt in the city since the time of Alexander 
B. Great) who expelled them from it, ^nd settled some 

liis own followers there. From this time-Hyrcanus 
maisied m possession of Judea, Galilee, aad Samaria, 
itliotit opposition from any foreign" power. He was 
i.e of the most distinguished persons of the age in which 
5 lived : not only by the extent and prosperity of his 
>mintonS) but by the wisdom and mildne^ of his 
>vemment. In the latter part of his life, however, he 
as troubled by divisions among his o'wn people. Two 
revailmg sects the Pharisees and Sadducees now began 
y render themselves conspicuous by mutu^ opposition.* 

Hyrcanus had been brought up in the principles of 
tie former ; and had therefore distinguished them by 
•articular marks of favour. Being desirous, to receive 
. testimony of their approbation, he invited the chief 
aen among them to an entertsdnment ; and having 
leclared that his desire had always been to act with 
ustice towards men, and to do every thing pleasing in 
•he sight of Grod, according to the doctrines taught by 
the Pharisees, he begged them to point out any devia- 
tions he had made from this rule ; that he might rectify 
them. AH were unanimous in declaring that his con- 
duct had always been consistent with piety and justice, 
except one man named Eleazar, who called upon him to 
relitiquish the office of high priest, which he was tnca- 
pat)le of holding, because his mother had been a slave. 
Hyrcanus greatly displeased at this false imputation, 
demanded of the Pharisees what punishment was due 
to El^zar, for thus defaming the high priest and 
prince of his people. They treated the matter very 

• See Note N. 

M 
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lightly, and thereby gave so much countenance to the 
calumny y that Hyrcanus from that time withdrew his 
favour entirely from them, annulled their traditions by 
penal enactments, and renounced their party for that of. 
the Sadducees. You must not however suppose that 
the opinions of this sect were the same as in the time of 
our Lord's sojourn upon earth :* for it is not likely that 
Hyrcanus, who was a pious man, would have embraced 
doctrines so contrary to the declarations of the sacked 
scriptures* 

Hyrcanus died the year after this rupture, having 
been high priest and prince of the Jews twenty-nine 
years. The nation enjoyed greater prosperity under his 
government than it had done at any period since the 
captivity ; and he ruled over a greater extent of territory 
than any Jewish prince after Solomon. His character 
stands very high as a prince and a warrior ; and that he 
was, as he declared, desirous of doing the will of Qod, 
may be inferred from the blessings which attended his 
reign : for under the Mosaic dispensation, temporal pros- 
perity was promised to those who faithfully observed the 
laws and ordinances enjoined in the word of God« 

Hyrcanus was the last high priest who in any way 
sought the glory of God. After his time ambition, 
tyranny, and cruelty characterised the rulers of the 
Jewish nation. While, as might be expected, impiety, 
rebellion, and discord unceasingly proclaimed the dege- 
neracy of the people. 

* Matthew xxii. '^. Acts xxiii. 8. 



.'.' 



^RISTOBULUS. A.C.106. 243 



LETTER XLI. 

Hyrcanus at his death left five sons, the eldest of 
whom, named Aristobulus, succeeded him both as high 
priest and supreme governor. He was not however 
content with the power of monarchy, but thought proper, 
to place a crown upon his head, and assume the title of 
king. The conduct of this prince soon proved him to 
be of a character totally different to that of his father ; 
for he was no sooner settled in the government, than he 
put his mother to death ; because she claimed a right 
to the temporal sovereignty, by virtue of Hyrcanus's 
will ; and shut up three of his brothers in prison, in 
order to allay his jealous fears of their attempts against 
him. The eldest of his brothers, named Antigonus, being 
his favourite, was allowed a share in the government at 
first ; but the affection of this unnatural tyrant was no 
gua.rantee of safety for the future. Aristobulus mad 3 war 
upon the Itureans, who inhabited a part of Coelo-Syria, 
adjoining the north*eastem border of the land of Israel ; 
Bfid having subdued most of them, and given them the 
same choice as Hyrcanus gave the Edomites, they alsq 
made a similar decision, and became a part of the Jewish 
nsktlon. The king, being obliged to leave the army, 
and return to Jerusalem, on account of his health, lefl 
Antigonus to finish the war. In the meantime, the 
queen and others about Aristobulus, envying the influ- 
ence his brother had gained, sought to inflame his jea- 
lousy against him. At the feast of Tabernacles, Anti- 
gonus, having finished the conquest of Iturea, returned 
in triumph to Jerusalem ; where, without taking ofi* his 
furmour, he immediately repaired to the temple, followed 
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by his guards. The. palace being within the fortifica- 
tions of the sanctuary, near the temple, this entrance 
of Antigonus with his guards was' represented to the 
king as a proof of his having some design against 
hfm. Aristobulus therefore sent to his brother, telling 
him to take off bis armour and come to him ; but 
the messenger, being instructed by the queen and her 
party, delivered a contrary message. Antigonus, sus- 
pecting no harm, hastened to obey the summons, and 
was killed by the king's guards, who had orders to let 
him pass if unarmed, but otherwise to destroy him. 
This dreadful act was no sooner committed, than the 
king wa9 seized with the most ppignant remorse. Con- 
science reminded him of the murder of his mother, to 
which he had now added that of Antigonus; and the 
pangs he suffered increasing his bodily disease, put an 
end to his life, after he had reigned one year. Oii the 
death of Aristobulus, the queen released his three bro- 
thers from prison s and Alexander sumamed Janheeiis 
ascended the throne. His eldest surviving brother, 
whose name is not known, was soon after put to death 
Jhr making an attempt to supplant him: so that of the 
five son s of Hyrcanus, two only were left. The y oungesl, 
named Absalom, was contefit to enjoy the fkvour 6f his 
brother in a private station. When Alexander bad "set- 
tled the afiairs of his kingdom at home, he led forth in 
army to besiege Ptolemais. The inhabitants of that itty 
sent to Ptolemy Lathyrus for relief, but befbre he anwed 
they changed their mind ; for, dreading the displeasvB^ 
of his mother Cleopatra, who had expelled him from 
Egypt, they determined to do without his assistam^e. 
Ptolemy on the rejection of his services, was at a loss 
how to act ; but he was soon applied to by the people 
of Gaza, and^ by Zoilus prince of Dora, to assist them 
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against another body of Alexander's troops, who were 
ravaging their territories. He immediately marched to 
their relief, in consequence of which Alexander was 
compelled to raise the siege of Ptolemais, that he might 
be at hand to watch the movements of this new enemy. 
Finding himself unequal to cope with Lathyrus in the 
field, he sought to get the better of him by artifice, 
under pretence of coming to an agreement with him. 
But his fraudulent intentions being made known to La-^ 
tbyrus, the latter broke off all intercourse with him, and 
determined henceforth to be his enemy. In the fol- 
lowing year he accordingly returned to take vengeance 
both on the people of Ptolemais, and on Alexander; 
and having appointed one part of his army to act against 
the formbr, he led the other division into the territories 
of the latter. The king of Judea marched out to meet 
him with an army, of fifty thousand men, but he was 
defeated with the loss of more than half of them ; and 
as he was no longer able to keep the field, Lathyrus 
ravaged his dominions without mercy. Such was the 
Atate of affairs when Cleopatra queen of Egypt fearing 
t^at her son would make himself master of Judea, and 
.thereby effect his re-establishment in Egypt,, came with 
a, large force into Phoen icia. On the news of her arrival, 
^thynis raised the siege of Ptolemais, and retired into 
.Codlo-Syria. The queen sent one of her generals in 
^pursuit of him ; and then marched to the rescued city, 
. fijff^ciing to be admitted. But when she found the 
.gatfis shut against her, she determined to invest the 
place and eater it by force. In the meantime Lathyrus 
having escaped the pursuit of her troops, had marched 
with all his forces into Egypt; hoping to regain the 
kingdom during her absence. In ^his however he was 
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disappointed ; for the troops «he.had hit bdund,'benig 
joined by a reinforcement she sent tbem, made such a 
determined resistance, that he was repulsed, and obliged 
to return into Palestine, where he took up his winter 
quarters. Cleopatra still carrying on the. siege of Pto- 
lemaisy at length succeeded in taking it* On this ooca- 
sion Alexander waited on her there with many vnluable 
presents ; and she received him with distinguished marks 
of favour : chiefly on account of his-enmtty to Lathynss. 
Some of her miikisters, however, urged her to seise the 
person of Alexander, and thus make heisdf miBtress of 
Judea. But Ananias a Jew, who was- omi of her chief 
favourites, made such representations and expostulations 
as induced her to reject their counsel, and sufler Alex- 
ander to return in safety to Jerusalem. Lathynis, 
finding that the opposition of his mother would effec- 
tually hinder his suecess in Palestine, after havitig passed 
the winter at Gaza, returned to Cyprus ; and the qiMen, 
satisfied with having defeated his projects, went badt to 
Egypt. Alexander, when he had recruited hi)i army, 
nndertook the reduction of Gadara, a city on the ^east 
of Jordan. This he effected in ten months; and then 
made himself master of Amathus a very sftrong fortrass 
in the neighbourhood, where he found a consMemble 
treasure. But Theodorus the owner of it fell upon btm 
as he was returning from his conquests ; and not only 
recovered the spoil, but slew ten thousand of Alexander's 
men, and took all his baggage. This sudden rersfse, 
although a national calamity, was a subject df trintt|)h 
to many of the Jews. For ever since HyroanSn revelttd 
the traditions of the Pharisees, they had been- die 
enemies of his family ; and were glad of an^ oppofti»- 
nity to set tbe people against them» Notwithstanding 



his loflsesy Alexander secured Raphia and Anthedon, 
icli wore in tke neighbourhood of Gkiza ; and iivhen 
had aomewhat retrieved his affairs, laid siege to that 
y . ApoUodotus who commanded there> defended the 
ace with great courage and prudence during a whole 
tar; Imt. the reputation he thus gauned excited the 
alousy of his brother, who having caused him to be 
ain» delivered up the city to Alexander. The victor^ 
Q his first entrance, assumed an air of moderation and 
Lemency ; but when he had taken ettire possession of 
l^e city, he gave it up to be plundered by his soldiers, 
a revenge for what the inhabitants had done against 
lim when they called Ptolemy Lathyrus to their aid. 
This cruelty however recoiled on the agents of it; for 
the citizens resisting his troops, nearly an equal number 
fell on both Sides. Neither the martial character of 
Alexander, nor his success could secure him from the 
contempt of his subjects, who were continually excited 
against him by the insinuations of the Pharisees. In 
the eleventh year of his reign, when he was officiating 
in h«i office of high priest, at the feast of Tabernacles, 
the muitinow spkit of the people was openly displayed. 
They tieated him ^ith the greatest indignity ; not only 
caUing him slave and other opprobrious names, but even 
pelting him with citrons. 

It is shocking to contemplate the degeneracy and 
impiety of the people and their high priest at this 
time. For Alexander, instead of recalling them to their 
duty rwith the dignified mildness suited tQ his office^ 
gave, way to the vindictive feelmgs of a warrior ; and 
falling upon the multitude with his soldiers, slew six 
thousand of tbeim. This, however, was but the com- 
mesfi^ent of. civil discord, the consequences of which 
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extended beyond the present reign. Alexander^ ^o 
longer daring to trust himself to his own people, called 
in foreign mercenaries for bis guards ; of whom he a}* 
ways kept six thousand about him. Hiese disturbances 
at home did not however prevent his expeditions abroad ; 
for as soon as they were in some measure appeased, he 
led his forces against the Arabians ; and gained consi- 
derable advantages over them. Then turning his arm^ 
against Moab and Gilead, he made those countries tri- 
butary to him* In the following year he made another 
attempt on the fortress of Amathus which he had formerly 
taken from Theodorus, but which the latter had reco;^ 
vei^d, with the treasure, taken from h. The fame of 
Alexander's exploits now made such an impression on 
him, that removing his treasure, and withdrawing his 
garrison, he left the fortress, which Alexander immedi-r 
ately demolished. 

Alexander's next campaign was calamitous both in its 
events and consequences. For while engaged in a war 
against Obodas an Arabian king, who governed in 
Gaulonitis, he was drawn into an ambush, and lost the 
greater part of his army. On his return to Jerusalem 
the people rose in rebellion against him; thinking to, 
profit by the weak state to which he was reduced. But 
as he wanted neither courage nor conduct, he soon raised, 
a force sufficient to oppose them ; and a civil war eq^ 
sued, which during six years was carried on with the 
utmost animosity on both sides, Alexander indeed got 
the better of them in all the • engagements that took, 
place ; but such was their rage against him that no losses 
could repress their efforts, nor any severities induce 9ul> 
mission. For when he became weary of destroying and 
punishing them, and desired to know on what terms he 
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til ■ ' " 

^noold grant them peace, they replied, By cutting his owi| 

throat : for that they could have no peace with him while 
ative ; and it would be well .for him if even after hi^ 
death they were reconciled, after all he had done against 
them. Nothing remained, therefore, but to continue thQ 
war ;' and in order to carry it on with more effect, diQ 
people called in the king of Syria with a large army tq 
their assistance. In the battle that ensued Alexander 
\vas so completely defeated, that he was obliged to take 
refuge among. the mountains. This reverse, however, 
proved, advai^tageous to him : for die distress to which 
be was reduced, excited so much compassion among his 
rebellious subjects, that six thousand of them immedi- 
ately joined him ; and the king of Syria fearing the de- 
sertion of all the rest, withdrew his forces and returned 
borne. His departure enabled Alexander to recoyer 
himself and raise new forces to withstand the rebels, 
whom he could not yet bring to terms of peace. At 
length he gsuned a decisive victory over them; and 
having shut up thos^ that escaped in Bethome, laid 
siege to ibe place, which he succeeded in taking some 
months. after. When he had got the rebels in his powey 
he treated eight hundred of them with such extreme 
cjruelty, that all of their party, who could escape, fled 
the country, and returned not again during his life* 
Thus ended this dreadful war, in which more than fifty 
thousand of the factious party were slain. During these 
civil commotions, many of the places Alexander had 
formerly taken on the borders of Arabia having re* 
yolted from him, he now passed over Jordan, to reduce 
them. He succeeded in taking Pella, Dia, and Gerasa ; 
in the last of which he found the treasure Theodorus 
had removed from Amathus. The inhabitants of Pells^ 

M 2 
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refusing to comply with his terms of efnbracmg ^e* 
Jewish religion, he destroyed their )city a^ obHged th^a 
to quit the country. In the two fotlowkig years^ he 
greatly enlarged his possessions on the (ikst of Jordan r 
making himself master of Gaulana, Seleuda, and the 
strong fortress of Gamala; aB:er which he r^tttmed to 
Jerusalem where he was received with jbyfhl acclama" 
lions, on account of these conquests^ B^ng now^ secure 
from enemies without, and undisturbed by commotions 
at home, Alexander resigned himself to Inxury and 
drunkenness. He was not,^ however, long permitted to 
disgrace his boly office by these excesses; for they 
brought on a quartan ague, which soon put an end to 
his turbulent and vicious career. ' - 

In the last year of his life he underf^k another expe-^ 
dition ; hoping by that means to remove or alleviate his 
disorder. .But the exertions he made had a contrary efiect^ 
and he died at the siege of Ragabaj a castle oin the left 
of Jordan ; leaving the kingdom to Alexandra his queen 
during her life, with the power of appointing either of 
his two sons to succeed at her death. Alexandra who 
was with her hiisband at this time,, when she found that 
his life was despaired of, expressed her fears Respecting 
the future welfare of herself and her children. For 
knowing the bitter enmity of the Pharisees, which 
though stifled, was not extinct, she dreaded the effects 
of it, when no longer restrained by the power of Alex-> 
ander. The dying prince acknowledged the justice of 
her apprehensions, and instructed her how to avert the 
impending evil. In the first place he advised her to 
conceal his death till the eastle was taken ; and then to 
return in triumph to Jerusalem. When this was done, 
she was to call an assembly of the principal Pharisees^ 
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nd not only to declare herself willing to be governed 

^ all public matters by their counsel, but also to give 

ip the corpse of her husband, to be disposed of accord- 

nig to their will. By these means Alexander assured 

:ier she would obtam an honourable burial for him; 

auid secure liie future safety of herself ecod her children. 

And in thk he waa not mistaken : for the queen, obey« 

iiig hia iBJuactions in all respects, gave such satisfaction 

to the Phanaees, that forgetting their former hatred to 

Alexaiid^,.they sokmnized his funeral with great mag9> 

neifieeDce ; and reconciled the people to the remembrance 

of htta by expatiatiiig on his military achievements, which 

had brought such aa accession of power and glory to 

the nation. It is afanoat superfluous to offer any remarks 

on the K^asactM of this fMince, in whose actions cruelty, 

revenge, and tyranny were so conspicuous. As the high 

- priest of the Jews^ he disgraced his sacred title by a 

conduct eivery way Of^posed to the pure and holy laws 

c^ God, and by an unwarrantable ambition. Not lead-^ 

ing his people forth to oppose the enemies of the sane* 

tuary, as bedame the captain of the Lord's inheritance ; 

but making war &ke a mere temporal prince, to enlarge 

his dominions, and promote his own glory. Under such 

a high priest, it is not surprising that impety and vice 

made rapid inroads on the nation. For though he did 

not countenance the traditions by which the Pharisees 

had corrupted themselves and the people, it is evident 

'that he took no pains, either by his authority or exam* 

pk, to enforce or recommend the law of God, as. set 

teth in the sacred scriptures. 
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Whedt Alexandra had quietly obtained posaessioii of • 
the goyerament^ she made her. eldest .son HyxcaiMpSj 
high priest; an4 according to her promise oommitt^.: 
the management of public affaira to. the Pharipeesj Tl#.. 
first thing, they did was to revoke the. defsree of M^^ 
Hy rcanos^. by which their traditions had been JifaoUsbf^ ^ • 
and having removed this restraint^ they w^^t.on liOriiiH.^. 
culcate and augment them^ till the light oCseriptuie wadr- 
obficured by them, and i^e law of God n^^ted -f^f:. 
them. The Pharisees' neixt object. imui to str^gsl^en : 
their party by releasing ^1 that .hs4 been imprisona^if . 
and recalling, such as had been exiled .dpnog th^ oivB.> 
w$^'» When this was done they proceeded |o 4ake re*r 
venge <m those who had espoused the part of .Alexmr ^ 
der : putting t/o death as many of diem aa thc^ tbQught 
fit* The queen was greatly distressed j9X these pffocead-' 
ings, but she had no power to prev^ them ; beoaiifle;^ 
the Pharisees had the people entirely at their oommaw^r. . 
by; the influence they had obtained oT«r them** AaA; 
though she had a military force auffieient to keophfir> 
neighbou|i» in awe^ she had se^ too much of the miaetgrii 
incurred by civil war, to attempt any thing by eoeotive*: 
meaaurea. Things went on in this way till the serettdi - 
year of^her reign ; when the oj^psessed party assemUedv ^ 
and went in a body to the queens headed by h^youa^ei - 
son Aristobulus. They remonstrated against ihe n^msr - 
tice of suffering them to be persecuted for their fidelity . 
to the late king> and their attachment to the intsreafes: 
of her family ; and besought her to put a stop to att< 
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irther proceedings against them ; or, if this could not 

»e done; either 'to grant them permission to leave the 

;ountryy or disperse ihem in: the* garrisons of the king- 

loniy where they would be secure from the assaults of 

li^ir enemies. The queen, unable to prevail on the 

Phameei^ to remit their persecutions, and unwiHing to 

lose so- mikny faithful subjects, by permitting them to 

Leave the c<mntry, accorded their last demand; and 

placed them in the garrisons, where they would not only 

be' m a ^coindition'to resist their enemies, but also to 

serve her as faithftil friends, in any emergency. In the 

niM^ year of Alexandra, when Tig^ranes king of Arme^ 

nta was besieging Ptolemais, she saitan embassy with 

rich piesenls to him, desiring his friendship ; for he had 

such' ^ fdvee wkh him as made her apprehensive for the 

saf^ity of h^domiaions. Tigranes accepted her presents, 

and g;r«fyted her desire; but her kingdom would not 

hav6 been more safe on diat- account, had not odier cir« 

cumslaiiees influenced his conduct.* The Roinans were 

at thtS'tinie milkfiig' such rapid ptogrtes in Pontus^nd 

Gaippadocia) thfKt he was compiled td lee^e Syria, and 

reljiica iuto^ Armenia; without thinking of new eonw 

quests, till fa^ bad ensured the safety of his actual pos-* 

sasaioQftv Not long after this, in the same year, Alex* 

andia/fell sick, and died dt the age of sevetaty^thtee ;' 

leaviflg the kingdom to her eldest son Hytcaaus. His 

bitttker Aristolmlos, however, who had alwayS' deter* 

mined on seizing the crown at his mother's death, no 

sooner found that her recovery was hopeless, than he 

secretly qtiltted Jerusalem, and repairing to his fatUer^s 

adherents, who were dispersed in the several garrisonsi 

msdesach interest with them, that twenty-two fortresses 

weve quickly given up to him^ When he had thus 



«54 HISTORICAL INTERVAL. 

stredgtiieiied himself, the army was ready to declare 
for him ; and the people, irearied by the tyranny of the 
Pharisees, regarded him as their deliverer from oppre»' 
sion : so that -his influence vn» contimially augmenting. 
The Pharisees, greatly disturbed at his pixjgressy re« 
paired witii Hyrcanus to the dying queen ; and having 
informed her of what was passing, begged to know what 
was to he done. Alexandra replied that she *^a8 mo 
longer in a condition to regard such aflairs ; therefore 
must leave the matter to their decision. They decided 
on supporting Hyrcanus, who favoured their party ; and 
when, after has mother's death he took possession of due 
throne, they Aid all in their power to maintain him in 
it. l¥hen Aristoboius first quitted Jerusalem, they had 
seized his wife and children as hostages. But thin ^M 
way deterring him, they raised an army against him, 
and came to an engagement near Jericho. This En- 
counter was decisive : for most of their troops went 
anse to Arntobulus ; and HyrcanuSj fleeing to Jerusa- 
lem, shut himself up In the castle of Bans ; where, flfod* 
Itig himself abandoned by most of his subjects, he soon 
came to terms with his 1»rother ; and agreed to resign 
both the kingdom and high priesthood to himr Hyrca- 
nus had held Ihese dignities only three months ; andiie 
resigned them the niore willingly, as being of an indo- 
lent disposition, he preferred a private Itfe under tlie 
proteelion of his li^other., 

The friends of Hyrcanus however were not so well ea* 
ttsfled widi theise arrangements, which tended to coun* 
ligract their schemes of aggrandisement. The chief per- 
don ajnong these was Antipaler, an Mumdin ^f msbie 
birth t who, having been educated in the court of Alex- 
under, and the queen his sucQessor^ I^bA ingratiMed 
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himself with their eldest son, in the hope of enjoying 
his favour when he should ascend the throne. All his 
pfospects were at once obscured by the success of AHs* 
lobulus, but his artful enterprising spirit did not allow 
him to relinquish them. For be determined to effect 
the restoration of Hyrcanus ; and for this puFpose ap* 
plied to Aretas, king of Arabia, for an. army : at the 
same time us»ng every method in his power to bring tl^ 
Jewa at home into -a compliance with his. measures* 
WheQ An^ater had advanced thus fcur be had only to 
obtain the consent of Hvr^sanus to the execution of his 
plan* But this perhaps was the most difficult part of 
his undertaking : for that prince being of a quiet indo* 
lent disposition, had no wish toreig^; and would not 
make any effort to regain his kingdom. At lengthy 
kowever,. being persuaded that his life was threatened 
by Aristobulus, he consented to flee for safety to Aretas; 
who according to agreement, todc him bade to Judea 
with an army of fifty thousand men. These being 
joined by the Jews of Hyrcanus*s party,, obtained a yjc- 
tory over Aristobulus ; and having obliged him to takd 
refuge 4n the mountain of the temple,, besieged him 
there. Ihis took place just at the time of the Passover t 
and the besieged wishing to celebrate that sacred ordi-* 
nance,, applied to their countrymen to furnish them with 
lambs for sacrifice^ which the latter agreeing to, the 
purchase money was let down from the wall. But the he* 
siegers having got the money,, refused to let them have 
the lambs. Such was the growing impiety of these ' 
people, who in this instance might have profited by the 
example of Antiochus Sidetes, and other heathen com«^ 
manders.. Their vices kept pace also with their ira-^ 
piety; for they wese guilty of a most flagrant act of 
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cruelty at this time. There lived at Jerusalem a msLii 
named Onias^ who was so much esteemed for sanctity, 
that his prayers were considered peculiarly efficacious. 
The army of Hyrcanus having brought him among them^ 
urged him to curse Aris^bulus and his party. Onias, 
wiio was doubtless a faithful servant of God, resisted 
their importunities for some time ; but being continually 
urged by them^ he lifted up his hands towards heaven » 
and prayed that God would not hearken to the prayers 
of one party against the other : since all wer6 his priests 
or his people. The multitude disappointed and enraged 
at this truly patriotic prayer, fell upon Onias and stoned 
him to death. Aristobulus, in the meantime, hearing 
that a Roman army was come to T^fLmascus, under the 
command of Scaurus, s^nt thither to beg his assistance; 
for which he offered four hundred talents. Hyrcanus 
made a similar offer ; but Scaurus embraced the party 
of Aristobulus, and sending to Aretas, desired him to 
withdraw. Gabinius also^ receiving three hundred ta- 
lents, sent him a message to' the sani,e effect : bdth 
threatening him with war in case of refusal. Areta3 
thus con^Ued to raise the siege, marched towards his' 
Qwn country ; but Aristobulus, collecting all the forces 
he could get^ pursued him, and routed his army in ^ 
general engagement. About this time Pompey coming 
tQ Damascus, Aristobulus sent an embassy to court his 
favour, with a present of a golden vine, worth four hun^' 
dred talents. But he did not gain any thing by this i 
for the present was sent to Rome, and received as if 
from liis father, whose name was inscribed on it. In 
the fallowing year Pompey came again into Coelo-Syria, 
when the two brothers sent ambassadors to him ; Anti* 
pater on the part of Hyrcanus, and Nicodemus on be* 
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Llf of Arifttobulus, to set forth their respective claims. 
3inpey heard what they had to say, and then told them 
.at the princes must appear before him in person : prO" 
jsing to examine the grounds of their controversy, and 
ecide it according to justice. He was not however 
ist then at leisure to attend to them; and shortly 
fter, urgent affairs demanded his presence in Pontus : 
o that he did not take cognizance of their cause till 
he next year; when hearing of the depredations of 
Vretas, he returned into Syria. On his arrival at Da* 
nascus the two brothers appeared, in obedience to his 
lummons : each seeking to make good his cause in op* 
position to the other. Hyicanus alleged. his right to 
govern^ as being the eldest ; and Aristbbulus urged the 
propriety of retaining the kingdom ; on account of his 
brother's incapacity^ which made him unfit to reign ; 
and exposed the state to the intrigues, of the ambitious 
and designing* A third party from Jerusalem also ad-^ 
dressed Pompey ; begging to have the government in- 
vested as fosmerlyi in the hands of the high priest ; that 
they might not be enslaved by tyrants under the title of 
kings. Pompey, though he disapproved the conduct 
of Aristobulus, made no inmiediate decisioui lest that 
prince should obstruct his proceedings against Areta8» 
He therefore dismissed the brothers : promising that 
when his present undertaking should be completed, he 
would go to Jerusalem, and there settle the difference 
between them. Aristobulus, however, perceiving the 
unfavourable disposition of Pompey towards him, hast* 
en«d from Damascus without taking leave ; and on his 
arrival in Judea, began to put the country into a state of 
defence. . When Pompey returned from Arabia he was 
infomied q{ this, and immediately marched into Judea; 
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where fioding Aristobulus in one of his castles, he sent 
a messenger to summon him into his prestece. -ArisUK 
bulus, though unwilling to comply, yielded to the per- 
suasion of those about, him ; and went to Pompey, who, 
after conversing with him on the question of ri^t be- 
tween his brother and himself, allowed him to retma. 
Aristobulus made two or three visits to Pompey in this 
manner ; hoping to gain hb favour ; but at the same 
time continued to strei^then his caslles, and make otbtf 
preparations for resistance. This, being made known tb 
Pompey, he obliged him in one of thes^ visits, to siur* 
render all his castles, and sign orders to the several go* 
veruors to deliver them up. Aristobulus, greatly . in* 
censed at this violence, which he had no power to re^t, 
hastened to Jenisalem, and there prepared for wsur. He 
did not however act with his accustomed vigour in the 
measui^s he took : being actuated at once by % desine 
to conciliate Pompey, and a determination to result him^ 
if he favoured Hyrcanus. When Pompey was infi»med 
of his flight, he immediately pursued him; but on his 
approach to Jerusalem he was met by Aristobulus, who 
came to ofler terms of submission. P<unpey. acq^ed 
his proposals; and advanced Jo the city, expeetii^ to 
be admitted* But the gates were shut against him, aiid 
he was told from the walls that the a^^ement made bjr 
lAristobulns would not be complied with. The haug^Hy 
Jloman immediately put Anstpbulus in chains ; . and 
pnepaned to invest Jerusalem with all his forces. . The 
frface being very strong, might have held out a consi- 
derable time, but for the divisions that prevailed w^Muua 
it The . adherents of Aristobulus, enraged at the deten* 
tion of their sovereign, wished to defend the city; while 
the party of Hyrcanus were for opening the gates, The 
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latter being the more powerful, gained their point ; and 
the others retiring into the mountain of the temple, de- 
termined there to hold oat against the enemy. Pompey 
being received into the city, laid siege to the fortifica- 
tions of the sanctuary. The priests were mostly favour- 
able to Aristobukis, and were consequently among the 
besieged. But the peof^e took part with Hyroanus; 
and joined him in supplying Pompey with every thing 
needfiil for his undertaking. Whtibt a dreadfol scene is 
here pcesentedl not only brol^Mr striving against bro^ 
tiner, and those who were appoiatad to be ministers of 
mercy^ opposed, to the people, and becoming their per- 
secutors; but the sanctuary itsdf assaiied by the hea*- 
then, in conjunction with those who still assumed to 
diemsdves the name and privileges of God's people. It 
is almost wonderful that Hyrcanus and (he Jews who 
joined Pompey, did not shudder at the thought 6f turn- 
ing their arm» against those strong holds whieh theiv 
ancestors had erected to guard the temple from pro- 
fanation; a»d which they had shed their blood in de- 
fending. Bat the v^hole nation was now xsormpted by 
a iveglect of t^e written word of Grod ; and though ndt 
given up, ats formerly, to the worship of idefe, they had 
dediaed Item, the ways of piety and peaoe, by giving 
ilieed to the traditions of meii, and by yielding to the 
^evil desires of Iheir own beairts. Let «» ever ]<emeinb<^ 
that in oohten^lating the d^neracy of a nation, we 
aee thftt of an individual also: only on a ma» extended 
«eale. And let us vie^ and compare Ae resem^blimce 
fear and trembling. 
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PompBY havmg^ examined the fortificattoos of the tern** 
pie, fbuiid that they were weakest on the north side ; 
and consequenlly began his operations there. He at 
first offered the besieged terms of peace ; but thes^ 
being rejected, he sent lor engines and batteiing rai^g 
from Tyre, and ased his utmost diligence and skill for 
Ike speedy reduction of the place. The si^e how;ev^ 
continued three months, and would very likely haipe 
lasted much- longer^ bad not the besieged thamseives 
given him ah. advantage*. Aqcordinlg to the law ii^a4e 
at the beginning of the Maccabean wars^ the Jewa djd 
not hesitate to defend their lives when attacked oa tfa^ 
Sabbath : but they allowed of no. offensive operationt^ 
iftor any other measures not immediately connec^di^a^ 
ftersonal defence^ Pompey having ^^jserved that oa 
these days no attempts w^e made to destroy ,hi& ^- 
^ines, or disturb his works, profited by the di$oov^ 
for carrying them on ; till, he had filled up the ditG^<^ 
and brought his engines to bear, so effectuaUy, tlpi^a 
•strong tower was thrown down and a breach rendeied 
f>raeticabie in the wall adjoining to it. The B4Wi^ 
«rmy now entered the place, making a dreadfid slaugli* 
4er of all they met with : so that no less than . twelve 
tlKM»and are said to have fallen at this time. But t)ie 
Roman soldiers were not their fiercest enemies : t)^ese 
were found among the Jews of. the opposite paity, who 
acted in the most cruel manner towards- thepn. In the 
midst of these appalling scenes the prints who w^re 
officiating in th^ temple continued the performance: of 
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the sacred rites regardless of their danger. Many of 

them fell by the sword of their enemies, and had their 

blood mingled with that of the sacrifices they were 

offering. This is a proof that notwithstanding the pre<> 

tid^n^e of impiety atid wickedness^ there were yet isome 

who adhered to the covenant of their God^ and who 

^tdd noil relinquish his serrioe ffom tbefeart^f man. 

To i^ucfh the loss of life at this time would ndt b^' a mat* 

t^t of rbgret ; fcx*, beingconstrained to witness the grow-. 

iti^ df^ravity df the people, and the prolanBtioQ of God's 

hd!y t^ple; they must, like Elijah and Jeremiah, have 

heeii d^frOus of a removal iVom the turbulent scene. . 

"-^ lFhfe temple was taken by Pempey on the ninth .day 

-^'^tlie'^uith month, which was the same day. as that 

^' Whkrh Nebachadnezssar hod taken Jernsatem in the 

l4{gi^^ oJP %d^ah ; and during the &st observed in cet 

'^^ttfbran^e off that calamity. When the Ronmns hsA 

4^^ti possession of the place,. Poaspey,, with aeveral 

'^bth6r commanders went up to view the temple, and? ncut 

^ebntedt with ai sight of the exti»'ior, insisted njfKXi enters 

iii^Wl parts of it: not excepting even the most holy 

^lltce; Though the Jews had brought this upon.the»l^ 

selves, they ^ere exceedingly angry and grieved at it;: 

'Mt'Cdtisidering that their incense and sacrifices ofieffid 

'^ithont devotion of heart, were an iEtbominatidn totfaj^ 

t^ti^ ; and as much a profanation of Jus templa as^jtbe 

entrance of the Gentiles eould be. Tbeke wei>e tm) 

thousand talents of gold in the treasury of the t0ni(>)e, 

%at I^ompey left that and all the sacred vesusls lU)^ 

^oikohed. On the^following^day he ordered the tmnpie 

to be cleansed, and the service to be porfotmed in it .as 

nsnai. But he could hot so easily put away the guiU of 

'imptety, nor avert the judgments of Gpd for his pre-» 
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samption. . He had hitherto been prospenras in all hm 
undertakinga, but this was bis last victory ; and yga 
doubtless know bis history well enough to zemember 
that he died -by violenee m a strange land, where he 
was indebted to two poec men for the last offices of 
humanity. 

When Pompey had thus put an end to the war in 
Judea he demolished the walls of Jerusalem, and theat 
restored Hyrcanus to the office of high priest and prinoe 
of the country ; but he deprived him of regal state, and 
made him tributary to Rome. He also reduced die 
country to its foniier limits, not allowing the Jews to 
retain any of the fdaoes they bad taken in Syria or 
elsewhere* These he included in the govemment of 
Syria, over which he appointed Scaurus, with two le*- 
gions to preserve the peace of his province ; and having 
settled every thing to bis mind, he departed on his way 
towards Rom^; taking with him Aristobulus, his two 
sons, and two of his daughters, bb captives. The eldeiA 
son of Aristobulus named Alexander contrived to effect 
his escape on the way, and returned to Judea. After 
Pompey was gone, Aretas. king of Arabia again ap- 
peared in arms, which obliged Scaurus to take the fieU 
against him. The Roman commander, penetrating too 
for into the dominions of Aretas, got into diffieultiei^ 
from which he was eoctricated by Hyrcanus and A«b<- 
pater: the former supplying his army with provisions: 
and the latter undertaking an embassy for him, by 
means of which peace was restored ; on condition that 
Aretas should pay three hundred talents of silver to the 
govem9r. After Scaurus, Marcius Philippus, and Len- 
tulus Marcellinus, were successively appointed presi* 
dents of Syria. Under them nothing material occurred ; 



^xeept some predatory incufsions of tli« Arabs, tn the 
fifth year of Qyrcanuv Gabinias, who had been one of 
Pompey'a lieatenants, wa» made consul lor the ensuing 
year ; and had the province of Syria assigned to him. 
During Ins govenHnewty Alexander the son of Aristo* 
bulusy who had escaped from Pompey, having made 
interest in Judea, and colleeted an army, seized an<t 
garrisoned several strong castles ; ftom whence issuing 
a« he foKOkd opportunity, he ravaged the whole country. 
Hyicanus beuig too weak to oppose him in the field, 
and not daring to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem, was 
oUiged to solicit help from the Romans. Gabinius 
readily complied with his request, and brought a large 
army into Judea, which being joined by the forces of 
Hyrcanus, came to an engagement with Alexander near 
Jerusalem. The latter being defeated with the loss of 
six thousand men, was obliged to take refuge in the 
castle of Alexandrien,* where he was immediately be- 
sieged by Gabinius. This castle was situated on a high 
mountain and very strongly fortified : so that Gabinius 
seemg no prospect of reducing it speedily, turned the 
siege into a blockade ; and leaving part of his army 
thus employed, marched M^th the rest to take a survey 
of the neighbouring country. In this progress Gabi- 
Blue €4>s6rved the ruins of several large cities, which 
hiul been destroyed by the Asmonean prmces, and 
ordered them to* be rebuilt. After this, returning to the 
siege of Alexandrion, he was met by the mother of 
Alexander, who, desirous of procuring favour for her 
husbahd and children in their captivity, had sought to 
ingratiate herself with the Homans, by doing^ theih all 
the service in her power. In this way she had obtained 
* So named from Alexander Jannstis, who-bnilt it. 
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•ueh- mflnetiee wkh. Gabibimy Hitt he resdily granted 
whatever abe desired. By her mterpoekiof), therefore, 
a treaty of peace waa eomm^iced ; on condition that 
Alexaader, giving up all his eastles, shonld be pardoned 
f(Nr this teTolt» ax^ allowed to remaui -atlibertyl When 
the castles were given up^ th^ Romans rased them to the 
ground, by the adviee of ^exander^s mother ; that they 
might Hot again be the occasion of war. Gabinius, after 
this, wentiip to Jerusalem, and settled Hyrcantis in the 
high pnesthood. But he made a material change m 
the civil government, which he reduced to aii aristocracy. 
Hitherto th^ princes of Jnctea had govcfnied tibe dbuntry 
with the assistance of the greater and less Sanhedritiis ;* 
fout-Gabinias putting an end to the authority of the prfaice 
and of these coun^cits, divided the country into five pro- 
vinces, and established in each of them a supreme court 
independent of the rest. These courts were held at Je- 
rusalem, J^cho, Oadara, Amathus, and Sephoris ; and 
gave decisions <m all causes belonging to their respective 
provinces. Towards die end. of this year Aristobulus 
with his son Antigonus escaping from Rome, came into 
Judea, and raised new cpnjLmotions there. On his ar<- 
rival he was joined by great numbers of the Jews, among 
whom was Pithplaus hitherto a principal commander 
for Hyrcanus ; but who having at this time some cause 
for discontent, revolted from him, and brought an armed - 
force to Aristobulus. On this accession of strength the 
lattejr fomied his followers into an army; and having 
rebuilt and garrisoned Alexandrion, marched towanls 
|tf achserus, another fortress which had been lately des>^ 
troyi^ : intending to restcfte that also. But Gabinius 
hearing of his proceedings, sent a detachment to in* 
* S^ Letter XXVII. page 156 ^ also note O. 



hi$ fJiarcUy by whMOiiMB waaiovertoloeB imd<k^ 
£e«Ue4* Ha?iBg.Q8Cftped to MadMeras^ miA aboutt m 
fbausaii4 of his men, he ctndnvronrod toUortify himself 
tbere ; but he . wai^ sopa ovespQwefedy- and b«ing aeverel^i 
vp^ded, yfBS takw. piiKHS^r wilhl h» aon Aiiti|^iis,« 
^nd sea( back to, Kpnif^ AntigioiMit^ baneiery «tth hisr 
sisters waa aIlcMi?ed tQ vel(i«n)>mt<» JudaatiMeanse-Qabk 
Qius informed the. senate jth#|t he bad pcomiitod tiieir 
release to the. wife of Aristobulua^ whea the gave up the 
fortressea. In (he second year after .tiiis^ Gabmius on- 
dertook an es^p^iiion i^lto ^B^pi, to restove Ptolemy 
Aul^^.wjbo had been d^po^ed; and • vbo ofieied him 
ten tlfoassM^d taints for his. h^lp^' Dmcing liia absence 
the ^yemment of Syria was left to his )$on, who was 
young, ^ad ineocperienced ; and :bad besides a very in-^ 
a4equate force at his. disposal. The coaseqnence was 
that the w];tf)l^ Qpuntry was Overrun- by 'maraudingt parti 
tie^f com^manded by di&rent aiiventujrers. 

Alex^Ader. the son of Aristobulust prdoitiog:by. the 
disturbed state of the cpuntry, ooUected a large foree,- 
a^d ta)(ing the field, fell, upon the Romans vho'eref 
they could be found. Those who OQiild.eaeape from his 
r^ by flight haying>tak^n refuge in Mount Gerizim, he 
tbei^e, clo9^1y besieg^ them. Tbiawas the state in which 
Qabinius found, the affairs :of Syria on his return. Tbet 
peat numb^.of Alexander*9 followers made htm de*^ 
sirous of using n^eans of conci^ation^ in pseference ta 
force. He therefore sent Aniipater to them, with pfO<< 
nuiates of impunity for. the past; if they would desist 
from their rebellmn. Many of ihein aecepted these 
t^ms; but Alexander haying aniarmy of thirty thou- 
sand floen, determiiled to risk a battle. An engagement 
therefore ensued^ in which he^andhis followers were 

K 
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defeated, and put to ffiglit. After tkn, GMikiiiis wexA. 
up to Jenundem; and there fettled every thing aeconl* 
ing to the deure of Antqnter, who had been very uie«- 
ful to faim m his expeditioii to Egypt. When Gabinins 
came again inlo Syria^ he received orders to reiiign the 
government to CraasuSy and return to Rome. The new 
governor was a man of rapacious diaracter : even stff* 
passing his predecessor tu that respect. When he ar- 
rived in his province, ii^iioh was assigned to him for five 
years,- he began to takemediodB to gratifying his ay^&h 
ous propensity; cad having heaid that the temple at 
Jerusalem contained great riches, he marched thitlm 
to seize them. Eleazar one of the prieBts,^ho waa tsea* 
surer of the temple, perceiving the design of Grasaus^ 
ofieied to ghre faim a bar of gold whic^ was in hia pQ»^ 
session, on condition that he would spare all the Teasels^ 
and other valuables which he had in charge. Tiie bar 
of gold weighed llhree bnndred Minee, and was com 
oealed in a beam, which Eleazar took down, after Craa* 
sus had promised with an oath to be satisfied with ^ 
But he had no sooner got possesaion of it than, diaoe^ 
garding his oath, he seized the two thousand talents 
Pompey had spared ; and robbed the temple of every- 
thing valuable he could find, to the amount of ten thou- 
sand Roman talents.* This immense sum he applied to 
execute a favourite project of his : that of making war 
on the Parthians. And never were the wages of peijjary 
and sacrilege need more effectually to ithe destmctifin 
of their possessor. For he acted so imprudently in >tMs 
war, that his oonducit seemed to bei^ result of infiiiiH 
ation, rather than of reason. Contrary to the adrioeof 
his friends and allies, he followed strange guides, wbo^ 

« Ahove £2,0eO,tX)0 BteiHng. See aote P. 



boBg employed by tliei Paithiaiift far that purpose, led 
him into their, power so completely that he was cut off, 
-smd thirty thousaad of his me& killed or taken prisooers. 
I need not remifid you that tiie dispoaal of events is in 
the hands of that GkMi whose temple Ciassus had vio^ 
lated ; nor draw the iofeieace, so staking in this case^ 
that a signal fmnidiiBent was »waided hkn, for his im- 
pions prdanation. The Partkians, after the defeat of 
Gsassus, thinkii^ to find Syria totally unprotected, 
made an attempt on that country. But CassMs who 
had escaped with the remnant of the Ronsm army, 
made- such a detensinied stand agatoBt them, tiiat (hey 
weee obliged to nakreaet.* When they ytese gone, Cassius 
bewail to settle tdie aflfoire of the promoe ; and maich- 
ing into Judea laid siege to Tanchea, where Pidiobtns 
hadfllnit himself up, withliie adherents of Axistobuhis* 
Caesiniftihaying seduced die place, put Fkhohvuslo 4eath, 
by. the advkeof Antipat^; and carried the etftier Jews 
he found theie into captivity. After this he brought 
Alexander >tD term of peace, and htaykig thus ^eted 
maMors at home, 'he marched against the Pardtians. 



LETTER XLIV. 

IiT'the fourteenth year of 'fiyrcanos (began the civil war 
between Julius Cleesar and Pompey, and in the follow- 
ing year, Aristobulu» and his son Alexander were both 
put to: death. Ceesar on his coming to Rome had re* 
leased the former out of prison, and sent him into Judea, 
wkh two legions, to maintain his interest against Pom* 
pey, in that country ; but on his way thidier he was 
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poisoned by the agents of Pooipey* In -thorioieaatitiie 
Alexander^ expecting his fathered arrival^ raised foice^ 
to jojn him ; for which Metellus Soipio the gpvenu>r/Qf 
Syria, who was fatherTiii4aw to Pompey, bcOHght.hini 
to trial, and caiated hm to be beheaded. 

While the Asinonean faintly were .thus falling, q^^ the 
interefits of Antipater were daily advancing* DAi^ii^g 
the war yrhiotk Juliua Ceasar. carried, on in fayoar of 
Cleopatra, in Egypt, he having: joined him with ^krfte 
thousand Jews, did. him great servioe, not only l^, Ifis 
yaloar, but by his interest with the Jews. who weie 
settled in Uiat country. Cossar was so. sensible of U)p 
benefits conferred by them, that before he left Al^ai^ 
dria, he confirmed ali their- privileges ^ and ordere4 ^ 
pillar to be set up, on which his decree to ik^i c^^ 
was engraved. In the spring of this year the vfi^qlfi^ 
Pharnaces brought Csesar into Syria; and while be fi- 
mained there, Anttgonus came to him, representing: l^bat 
his father and brother had Jost their lives from at|»db- 
ment to his interest ; and begging hia asaistavuQ&ag^n^t 
Antipater and Hyrcanus. The foian^ of these, who, s^i^ 
aittended Ceesar, defended his own cause a,nd that :,Qf 
Hyrcanus so well, that the suit of Antjgonus was ^' 
jiected ; and Hyrcanus was not only confirmed ija jt^ 
office of high priest, but had the princ^ality of JnfjLe^ 
restored, for himself and his descendants. By this 4^- 
creeof Caesar the enactments of Oabinius were aimulled; 
and the kingdom of Judea was settled according to its 
former constitution. ., 

Cessar also appointed Antipater to be procuratpr ..of 
Judea, under Hyrcanus ; in consideration pf the service 
he had rendered him. Noir was it to^Ceesar only that 
he had been useful : for his foresight and skill had at- 
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iiied hitt so 'much interest -in Jndea, and the neigh«> 
>urmg' countries, that he was in a manner necessary to 
1 the Roman governors. He had at this time four sons 
rowtt up ; and soon after his promotion hy Ccesar, he 
lade Phasael, the eldest, governor of Jerusalem, and 
ave the district of Gafflee to Herod, the second. Hetod, 
rho was twenty*five years of age, was no sooner settled 
a his new command, than he attacked a strong parly 
»f thieves who infested Galilee ; and having taken their 
;hief, with several of his associates, caused them to be 
put to death. This action gained him some reputation 
in his neighbourhood, as well as with the president of 
Syrian but it was represented to Hyrcanus as an as- 
sumption of undue authority : since he had pot these 
men to death without a legal trial ; and he was conse- 
<|iiently cited before the -sanhedrim to answer -for it. 
Herod obeyed the summons; but when he appeared 
clothed in purple and surrounded by his guards, the 
members of the sanhedrim were so intimidated that they 
all kept silence, except one named Sameas, who first re- 
proving Herod for daring to appear in that' court habited 
as a prince instead of a criminal, and prevuming to 6b- 
s^ct the course of justice by the presence of an armed 
force, next turned his censures upon Hyrcanns and the 
court, 'for their tadt submission to such audacity : tell- 
ing them that though they now spared Herod ; he would 
not hereafter spare them. Hyrcanus was inclined still 
to favcmr Herod ; not only because h^ had an affection 
for him, but on account of a threatening letter he had 
received from Sextus Csesar the president of Syria. But 
, the members of the sanhedrim, roused by the reproaches 
, of Sameas, now clamoured for judgment upon him. 
Hyreantts therefore adjourned the comt to the next 
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dtLj ; arid in the meanlime prevailed onr Herod to widi- 
draw from Jerusaiem. He Bccatdm^f kit the cit]f ttet 
night, and went to Damascus ; where pnttutg hknsdf 
under the potectkm of Seiftus Ceesar, 1^ defied tke 
power of the sanhedrnn. While Herod staid at Da- 
mascus, he became so gteat a favourite with the piesi* 
dent, that for a sum of money he obtained the govern- 
ment of Caelo-Syria. As he had now the power of 
raising troops, he eolleacted a considerable force^ and 
marched with it into Judea ; intending to depose Hyr- 
eanas, and destroy the whole sanhedrim, in Yevenge far 
their late proceedings against him. By the inteipositiwi 
^f Antipater and Phiasael, he wasy however^ prevailed iMi 
to recede from his purpose. 

On the day of Ceesar's entering on his fifth colisuMli^, 
Hyrcanus made a request to him for permissloif to re- 
build the walk of Jerusalem which Pompey had demo- 
lished. This he readily granted,, in return for the services 
done to him by the Jews in Egypt sisd Syria;- and a 
decree being passed for that purpose, Antipater set about 
the work, and soon restored the city to its fofwer stale 
of external strength' It would have been well '"tf he 
could also have restored its former defence, Whcin Hke 
joy of the Lord was the strength of the people; when 
Jerusahfm was a holy city ; when peace was within l^r 
walls, and prosperity within her palaces. But, alas ! 
those times were gone by ; the glory was departed, Bad 
the period was ^t approaching when the raeasore of 
her iniquity would be full^ and her destruction inetvttdble. 
Her annals present henceforth oiily a catalogue of crimes 
and miseries, which it might be desirable to bary in 
oblivion, did not they afibrd a proof of the long-rafCbrthg 
and tender mercy of the I^rd in thus waiting to-be 



groetiras:; iii' seeking by every means tQ gather her 
eUichesy even as a hen gatheieth her chickeas under 
tier TOigs; in desiring to save her from that fearful 
aentaace^ by which her house would be left unto her 
desolate. 



LETTER XLV. 

.It isy I pvesume^ sup^fluous to inform you of the 
flSKSOnev in which Julius Caesar lost his life, when he was 
fon the .point oS making war on the Parthians^ in order to 
avenge the disgrace and defeat of the Romana under 
Cmssus. His death caused anew civil war, and general 
cpnfusion in all the provinces. Cassius having seized 

.Cilioia, Syria, and Palestine, made himself master of 

. Jiidea also* To maintain his power in these countries, 
he bad aa.anny of twelve legbns, for the support of 

;wrhieh be raised heavy contributions on the inhabitants. 
Ti|e sum demanded from Judea was seven hundred 
.falentSy which Antipater exerted himself to raise : ap» 
fKuntiiig his two sons and Malichua to assist him. Herod 
wAa the fic^ to Imng his contingent, by which he gained 

;the favour of Cassius. But s(Hne of the cities failing 

> |i) their contributions, Cassius ordered the inhabitants 
f^o.be s<dd by auction, for the raising of them; and 

}jMaliehiis would have been put to death by him on the 
el^me aocount, bad not Hyrcanus sent a hundred talents 

' t^ redeem him. Soon after this, Cassius went into 
^yria, to oppose Dolabella, and while he was there 
lAalicbus treacherously contrived the death of Anti- 
pater, of whose influence with Hyrcanus be was jealou|i ; 
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though he shared it next to him.; aivi^b«d» »n'm9BBf^ 
occasions, received distinguished jnarks of. kindness aiad. 
protection from him. Antipater bad reoeivjed h 
tions of his treachicryy spm^ time before,; and uaed 
cautions against it ; but was induced by his oath* aod^ 
protestations to consider the imputation as. a calumny, 
and to treat him with his wonted confidence. Tbl^ 
however failed of thQ desked effect; for Malichus, atill 
fostering his ambitious prpjepts,. bribed the .butler pi 
Hyrcanus to poison Antipater^ and. when h« had tkus. 
removed him, seized the government of Jerusaleis^.by; 
ipeans of an apned force. Notwithstanding,this yioleiUMW 
he endeavoured to. persuade Hex;Qd and Fhasael that^be^ 
was innocent of their father's dealh; but they were .not, 
deceived on this point; and Herod, would immediately 
have taken ven^ance oa the murderer, bad^not Phaaa^ 
urged the danger of incurrmg a civil war*; and prevailed^ 
on him to wait for a more seasonableL opportunely* . The. 
brothers therefore dissembled towards Malichus, appeur-. 
ing.to credit his protestations; but Hepod in the. mean^ 
tune, having made tlie affair known to Cas8iii0,vOb^kaiQed. 
his permission to avenge the murder;., with aja onjar t^ 
his soldiers at Tyre to assist him if needfuL . C^ssiu^., 
was then besieging Laod^cea, and when he had raduo^. 
that place all the princes and nobles of Palestine rha^- 
ening to congratulate him, Herod with Hyrcani^ and. 
Malichus went among the rest. When they approached 
Tyre, Herod, privately sent the order of Cassiua to tb« 
Roman commander there, who dispatched a party., of 
soldiers to me^ Malichus and kill him. Had be jreaal|C||l< 
Tyre, his intention was to, steal .-away his son who was 
there as a hostage, and then to retucn to- Jerusalem -and 
make himself master of the kingdom; Though thf tto^tb 
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of §falic!ius put aa end to all his ambitious schemes, It 
4ld: not save his country from the horrors of a civil war; 
f<ir those of his party at Jerusalem took up arms to 
a^nge it on the sons of Antipater. Cassius by this 
tkne had left Syria to join Brutus ; and Herod was at 
Damascus confined by sickness. The insurgents ivere 
assisted by Felix commander of the Roman troops iti 
Jeraaalem; and countenanced by Hyrcanus, who allowed 
the brother of Malichus to take possession of Massada, 
and several other strong places in Judea. Phasael had 
to withstand this powerful faction alone; but he was 
cdihplet^ly suecessfblin expelling all the members of it 
fiom Jerusalem ; and when Herod returned, they were 
suppressed in other places also. The brothers were 
^atly displeased with Hyrcanus, for taking part against 
them ; atfd keenly reproached him for his ingratitude : 
since it was to their faXhet he owed his present elevation 
and safety. But as Herod was about to espouse Mari- 
amne the grand-daughtev of Hyrcanus, they took no 
farther notice of his conduct in this particular. Though 
peaK;e was thus restored, it did not continue long ; for 
the ftictious party sending for Antigoiius the younger 
son of Aristobulus, created new disturbances under pre- 
text tyf raising him to the throne of his father. Besides 
his^ adherents in Jiidea, Antigonus had three of the 
ne^bouring princes to assist him ; by which means he 
raised an army, and took the field to assert his claim. 
Herod howeter encountered him in battle, and after 
fining i?0)t^i|otif victory, recovered all the places that 
had been sets^ by the insurgents, in Galilee ; and then 
returned in triumph to Jerusalem. 
' After the battle of I^iltppi^ Antony passed into Asia 
la settle the nAiirs of the Romans in that quarter. On 
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his arnval, ambassadors from all parts waifei on k: 
to solicit his favour and protectioii ; and 9akfo% tk: 
were some principal men from Jiidea,who^3flBaewiik£ 
accusation against Herod and Phasael for Baaiping t 
goremment. Herod, however, b^ng^ present, and \r 
ing some interest with Antony, who had reoehped git^ 
favours from Antipater, prevailed on him not to is: 
them. Not long after diis, Hyrcanos sent other aniit'- 
sadors, to beg the restoration of die territories Cas^^ 
had taken from him, and die freedom of diose Je^ 
whom he had sold ; both of whieh requests wefeiniB^ 
d lately granted by Antony. Hie fibctions party: 
Judea again applied to him, against the sons of Ai: 
pater : sending a deputation of a hundred men to t 
tioeh for that purpose. Hyrcanus beu^ then pror 
Antony called upon htm to declare his opinioni wise. 
he gave in favour of the accused. For Herod hxrk 
by marriage become one of his family, he was on tb 
account induced to promote bis int^est. Amoayfat^ 
ing this testimony to confem his own pr^possessioa b 
favour of the brothers, made them both tetrudts, «d^ 
entrusted all the affairs of Judea to them. He ?k 
imprisoned fifteen of the con^plainunts ; and would barf 
put them to death, had not Herod, by his ittfercessios 
induced htm to spare their lives. The heavy contnbii' 
tions levied by AntcHiy for the support of his armv and 
the indulgence of his own luxurious excesses, hecm 
so burdensome, that some of the people of Syria agreed 
to call in the Parthians to assist in expelling him. Id 
consequence of this invitation, a lai^ army fiom ihn 
nation crossed the Euphrates, under Pat^rtis the kisg'^ 
son, and Labienus, a Roman general, who had formerly 
belonged to Pompey. Antony was now in Egypt pats- 
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^ kis tioae in slothful luxury at the court of Cleopatra. 
be Parthian army, on entering Syria, gave battle to 
axa, wlaumn Antony had appointed his lieutenant there, 
Eid having defeated him, Labienus and Pacorus divided 
lieir foroes : the fonner puxsuing Saxa into A3ia Minor, 
ltd the laitter subduing all before him in Syria, till he 
eacfaed Tyre, of whiqh some Roman forces had taken 
)08aeMMHi. Antony, receiving intelligence of what was 
[passing, aroused from his state of indolence, and sailed 
into Syria. On his arrival at Tyre, finding the Parthians 
m possession of all the surrounding country, and at the 
same tinoie receiving very unfavourable accounts of his 
afiaiia m Italy, he set sail again for the latter country. 
hk the meantime, Pacorus having taJcen Ptolemais and 
Bidon, fi&ut a body of his troops to invade . Judea on 
behalf of Antigonus, who had agreed to give him a 
laxge sum of money for his assistance. Antigonus him^ 
self collected aa amy of Jews from Galilee, and led 
them into Judea, while the Parthian troops followed to 
support Um« When he came near Jerusalem a body 
of soMiw from thence /encountered him; but having 
vanquished them in battle, and put them to flight, he 
paijBued them into the city. Here several skirmishes 
took |daee between him and the sons of Anjtipater, till 
his party bemg repulsed, he took refuge in the moun- 
tain of the temple, while his opponents seised the castle 
of Barist From .these places the two parties. frequently 
issued to attack each other with the utmost rage, and 
■ animosity. In this manner they went on till the feast 
of Poateeost ; when the peofde coming to Jerusalem 
from (dl parts, and uniting some with Antigonus, and 
some with Herod and Phasael, the whole city was filled 
with turbulence and carnage. This, dreadful st^te of 
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his arnval, ambassadora from all parts wsitod on kn 
to solicit his favour and protectioci ; and atdeng tac 
were some principal men from Jiidea,^nlio<»newiifiz 
accusation against Herod and Phasael for nsnrping " 
goTemment. Herod, howevery bein^ pfcsaoHt) and h 
ing some interest with Antony, who had teoehed gt!. 
favours from Antipater, prevailed on hiin not to \^ 
them. Not long after diis, Hyrcanm sent otiicrtDb^- 
sadors, to beg the restoration of die temtoms Ca^- 
had taken from him, and die freedom of diose Je^ 
whom he had sold ; both of whieh inquests were iiii»^ 
d lately granted by Antony. Hie factions party ' 
Judea again applied to htm, against the sons of Ai< 
pater: sending a deputation of a hundred men to i' 
tioeh for that purpose. Hyrcanus beiii^ then pmr 
Antony called upon him to declare his opinton, viix. 
he gave in favour of the accused. FV>t- Hefod him: 
by marriage become one of his famSy, be was on ti;^^ 
account induced to promote bis into^st. AnloaylitT 
ing this testimony to confem his own prepossesaoo t 
favour of the brothers, made them both tetrandis, aoc 
entrusted all the affairs of Judea to them. He ^ 
imprisoned fifteen of the con^plab^mts ; and would h^ 
put them to death, had not Herod, by his intercesstos 
induced him to spare their lives. The heavy eo&tnbr 
tions levied by AntcHiy for die support of his army aod 
the indulgence of his own luxurious loesses, hecm 
so burdensome, that some of the people of Syria agnec 
to call in the Parthians to assist in expelling htm. k 
consequence of this invitation, a lai^ army ^m thai 
natron crossed the Euphrates, under Pa6ortis the kiog'^ 
son, and Labienus,a Roman general, who had fonnerlv 
belonged to Pompey. Antony waa now 4a Sgypt pass- 
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^ his time in slothful luxury at ^he court of Cleopatra. 
le Parthian army, on entering Syria, gave battle to 
ixa, wluHn Antony had appointed his lieutenant there, 
id ka¥ing defeated him^ Labienus and Pacorus divided 
leir forces : the fonner puxsuing Saxa into A3ia Minor, 
ad the Icutter subduing all before him in Syria, till he 
^cfaed Tyre, of which some Roman forces had taken 
oaeeaeion. Antony, receiving intelligence of what was 
tassingy aroused from his state of indolence, and sailed 
nto Syria. On his arrival at Tyre, finding the Parthians 
n poMeseuHi of all the surrounding country, and at the 
»ame tinae receiving very unfavourable accounts of his 
afiaiia w Italy, he set sail again {gr the latter country. 
In the meantime, Pacorus having taJcen Ptolemais and 
Bidon, sent a body of his troops to invade Judea on 
behalf <^ Antigonus, who had agreed to give him a 
Uoge sum ef meney for his assistance. Antigonus him^ 
self collected aa army of Jews from Galilee, and led 
them into Judea, while the Parthian troops followed to 
support him* When he came near Jerusalem a body 
of soMiw from thence encountered him; but having 
vanquished them in battle, and put them to flight, he 
paibued them into the city. Here several skirmishes 
took |dace between him and the sons of Antipater, till 
his party bemg repulsed, he took refuge in the moun- 
tain of the temple, while his opponents seised the castle 
of Barist From these places the two parties, frequently 
issued to attack each other with the utmost rage and 
animosity. In this manner they went on till the feast 
of Peatsoost; when the peofde coming to Jerusalem 
from (dl parts, and unitiog some with Antigonus, and 
some with Herod and Phasael, the whole city was filled 
with turbulence and carnage. This dreadful st^te of 
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his arrin], imbMadors fnxn all parts w aito i l on k: 
to solicit his favoar and protectioii ; mnA aidong tc 
were some principal men fioin Judea, tvlio csne wite i 
accusation against Herod and Phaaael for naaiping r 
goirenunent. Herod^ however, neitig ptcaamCy and h 
ing some interest with Antony, wiio had leoeived er- 
favours from Antipater, prevailed on him not to bE: 
them. Not long after dits, HytcamiB aent otiicrsffi^' 
sadors, to beg die restoratioa of the terrilones Gasr. 
had taken from htm, and die Ireedom of &0M Je- 
whom he had sold ; both of which requests weie ibib- 
d lately granted by Antony. Hie facstioiis paity - 
Judea again applied to him, against the sons of Ae' 
pater : sending a deputation of a hmdred nieo to k 
tioch for that purpose. Hyrcanus bein^ then prcff. 
Antony called upon him to declare his opinioiii vb 
he gave in favour of the accused. FVn- Hefod hsft, 
by marriage become one of his family, be was on tL , 
account induced to promote bis interest Antony ^ 
ing this testimony to confiirm his own prepocscospn : 
favour of the brothers, made them both tetnudis, as: 
entrusted all the affairs of Judea to them. He al^ 
imprisoned fifteen of the coiftplahf^mts ; and would b'^ 
put them to death, had not Herod, by his tatercessic: 
induced him to spare their lives. The heavy eootribi- 
tions levied by Antony for the support of his aim^ it- 
the indulgence of his own luxurious exoesses, bectoK 
so burdensome, that some of the people of Syria 9^ 
to call in the Parthians to assist tn expelling htm. Ii 
consequence of this invitation, a large army ixm tiui 
nation crossed the Euphrates, under Pa6orti» the king'^ 
son, and Labienus,a Roman general, whd hsdfomeilr 
belonged to Pompey. Antony was now in Egypt pas- 
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^ kis tioae in slothful luxury at^he court of Cleopatra, 
be Parthian army, on entering Syria, gave battle to 
axa, wlMKn Antony had af^ointed his lieutenant there, 
nd having defeated him^ Labienus and Pacorus divided 
:ieir forces : the fonner puisuing Saxa into Asia Minor, 
nd the laUer subduing all before him in Syria, till he 
Bached Tyre, of which some Roman forces had taken 
K)a8 e ft»ioo« Antony, receiving intelligence of what was 
massing, aroused from his state of indolence, and sailed 
nto Syria. On his arrival at Tyre, finding the Parthians 
tn poaseasicHi of all the surrounding country, and at the 
same tinie receiving very unfavourable accounts of his 
al{aim w Italy, he set sail again for the latter country* 
In the meantime, Pacorus having taJcen Ptolemais and 
Bidon, ^ent a body of his troops to invade Judea on 
behalf of Antigonus, who had agreed to give him a 
large sum of money for his assistance. Antigonus him^ 
self coUeeted aa army of Jews frxMa Qalilee, and led 
them into Judea, while the Parthian troops followed to 
support him. When he came near Jerusalem a body 
of soUi^fB from thence encountered him; but haying 
vanquished them in battle, and put them to flight, he 
paijBued them into the city. Here several skirmishes 
took |daee between him and the sons of AnjUpate^^ till 
his party beug repulsed, he took refuge in the moun- 
tain of the temple, while his opponents seiaeed the castle 
of Barist From .these plaoea the two parties. fx)^uently 
issued to attack each other with the utmost rage and 
' animosity. In this manner they went on till the feast 
of Poateoost ; when the peofde coming to Jerusalem 
from oil parts, and uniting some with Antigonus, and 
some with Herod and Phasael, the whole city was filled 
witk turbulence and carnage. This, dree^dful st^te of 
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his arrival, ambassadors from all parts waited on htm, 
to Solicit his favour and protection ; and atilOng them 
were some principal men from Judea, who came with im 
accusation agaihst Herod and Phalsael for itsurj^ing lAie 
government. Herod, however, being present, and hav- 
ing some interest with Antony^ who had teceived great 
favours from Antipater, prevailed on him not to hear 
them. Not long after this, Hyrcanus sent other attbos- 
sadors, to beg the restoration of '^e territories Oasshis 
had taken from him, and the freedom of those Jews 
whom he had sold ; both of whieh teqnests were imnie- 
diately granted by Antony. The factious party in 
Judea again applied to him, against the sons of Anti- 
pater : sending a deputation of a hundred men to An- 
tioch for that purpose. Hyrcanus being then present, 
Antony called upon him to declare his opinioifi, which 
he gave in favour of the accused* FVHr Hefod having 
by marriage become one of his family, he was on that 
account induced to promote his interest. Antony hav- 
ing this testimony to conton his own prepossession in 
favour of the brothers, made them both tetraidis, and 
entrusted all the affatrs of Jnde<i to them. He also 
imprisoned fifteen of the con^plaitftLnts ; and wonld have 
put them to death, had not Herod, by his intercession, 
induced him to spare their lives. The heavy contribu- 
tions levied by Antony for the support of his army and 
the indulgence of his own luxurious excesses, becaine 
so burdensome, that some of the people of Syria agreed 
to call in the Parthians to assist in expelling him. In 
consequence of this invitation, a large ermy from that 
natron crossed the Euphrates, under Pa6ortis the king's 
son, and Labienus^a Raman general, who had formerly 
belonged to Pompey. Antony was now in Egypt pass- 
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mg his tiofte in slothful Iqzury at^he court of Cleopatra. 

.The Parthisoi ariiiy^ on ent^ing Syria, gave battle to 

JBaxa, Vfhtm Antony had appointed his lieutenant there, 

and having defeated him^ Labienus and Pacorus divided 

.^ir foroes : the forooer pussuing Saxa into Asia Minor, 

asd the la^feter subduing all before him in Syria, till he 

'. reached Tyre, of which some Roman forces had taken 

vposseasi^i. Antony, receiving intelligence of what was 

; passing, aroused fiioiat his state of indolence, and sailed 

/into %na. On his arrival at Tyre, finding the Parthians 

in possession of all the surrounding country, and at the 

' same time receiving very unfayourable accounts of his 

^ffBdi» ^ Italy, he set sail again for the latter country. 

t Itt tiie meantime, Pacorus havpg tali:en Ptolemais and 

\'fiidon, ^eht a body of his troops to invade . Judea on 

[ behalf of Antigonus, who had agreed to give him a 

^ large sum ^f money for his assistance. Antigonus him>- 

self collected an army of Jews fcoD» Galilee, and led 

, Ibem iaio Judea> while the Parthian troops followed to 

support him< When he came near Jerusalem a body 

of soidiprs from thence /enjcounterad him; but. having 

.)?aQ(|uished them in battle, and put them to fligjit, he 

pimfaued them into the city. Here several skirmishes 

J. took i^aee between him and the sons of Aniipater^ till 

jIus party beung repulsed, he took refuge in the moun- 

fttain <^ the temple, while his opponents seised the, castle 

. .of Baris* From tthese places the two parties. fi;equeiutly 

issued toattaek each other with the ut^iost' rage. and 

I animosity. la this manner Uiey wept on till the feast 

uf Poatsoost; when the peo{de coming U> Jerusalem 

.from oil parts, and uniting some with Antigonus, and 

some with Herod smd Phasael, the whole city was filled 

with turbulence and carnage. This, dreadful state of 
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afiftkB/iadBcddvbotk fMrties! totdesiteiait riibuMmi oAw^^. 
iUxai vand AxAi^amvL$ BrtfidlypxDpoied.thaiitbe^ siitaddo 
caU iji the I?arthian general, n^^bo waff euc^anfied itritfa-et 
Otti.ti^emdls^ to arbitmte between theaiw > Warn IieingA 
agseedlo^;hewii».mTEled ialO th&oity^amd:liaapdta|i^.'T 
eatdrtaioed.at'ithd heaie o£ FhasaeL Tbe .wily: Pwhi 
tfaiaiL, wb^ cwafi named. Paoarus/. wraa^t himadfrao 
cotnpiet^y tato tha coafidenca pf. hkihoBt^ tlifttihe|»afii 
vatlfid oa himlagO' oa aa eaKbaasyixuBaana^amaa^ 
the aew goviemorof ^Syna, and tOwtake Jiyroamss Mthi. 
hiflu Phaftaid> dad tiiis ioantaary toibe.ad¥ioe W Hmadii . 
wko had aO' faidi.iai.ith6:BBsdiiaiis^ aaudtheidelt iha- 
eieQtS:of Ims oredulity, forthay had'^norsQimer :gDli;hBlK. 
and HyfcaDQa in their ppiaec.thAnitheyi4>al>thaBBbflitiiii 
in chains. ^ A plan waa cmsceTiB^ for^siasmg Henpdv 
sdso,.at.«knigaktn.; Irat he^lumng^.tBnely.tiotioefliit^! 
wiljhdtoew by aigkt,-wifhiiiB fanttij,.a«i.aa msaof/wii^i: 
dieci aft he could get together; and eacapedtoitfaerfii^jR: 
tress oft -Mksiada; Wheni^Heood was .gDne;lrQnr Jeru*t 
stdam^ the Fairthiana, after plmadanilg the. >oily.and'ita. 
neighbourhood) mada.Aiiliganti9iua(@t>f Jude^aocDM* 
jagto theinpromiaey-anddeliveaed Hy^samtt and Bha^v 
sad, 4ata 'his flower* w. He spared the llfeiif4ihe.£BBnai:^i 
btft^p^r^reattid his ceassodiiiig theJoffioe.'of.high.pnsHi 
b^ ctttting pffhis ears^t cmd sent him back toithe/Pan£ 
thcsuiP) tliat he might be ontiof: his way. . , PhaaaeK^noftT 
dDtabtiBg that hts death wad detocmiaad on, dtttsoj^- 
hhaaelf. in pinon. While these ei^nts were ^pasaingiatr 
J^^t^Ksalcmy Herod^^hanng placed hlsfanuiy ta safety «ti 
Massada, and^fiirnidied the plaice .wilh:pron8iaiiaiatf' 

« 

* Not the king's 8on» hiit an officer of liis court, who Iwre the' 
saiiie name. ' ' i' t ..' • 

t liCviticto ud. 16.- - 
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sevdraltwnofdiBy iefiiib^biiAbei ^ Jopefii witk ia! garrison 
ot>kaf^ biiiiil9«litieB, to defoMliit; and-^psnt hkdself 
to-iftstraL'ioi'^nbia, to Boticii tiie ftid of Mftteluis the 
kkigjof <tfaat pUce^ tawhom he had ahowa gioat kind- 
niRtai i0a:mmf occadions. Maldhsis> iiowcBir^^no sooner 
heard of ^hisi*distress, than he ocdered .him to quit his 
dominsena; alleginf^ that the Paithiaiis had Codbidden 
him ioadsist himaa any way. tterod, thus repalsed, 
disBuised die^reaterpart of his fc^wO^^ mid deter- 
miiud 4ui:goiBginto Bgjpi, On ha& .vay tihiith<sr he was 
iafioamied^ofdtfae dealh^of his brother Bheaadiraiid the 
stale of^hisa^ws at JeruBalfbu ; therelbre>ha8(temng to 
Atenaadriaf heembairked in order to go. to fiome^ and 
midsekb tease known to Antony. Whiteke.waa on his: 
Wi^^agreait change ^as eff9cted:in the affiacirs of Syria ;; 
foil Antaify hairing reooneiled. liimilelf to OctavinSyby 
miosyvigpdliaisister, and obtained for hts. portion^. tils' 
emfimsL\lth& ooimtries eastief .tiie J^dmtoo, had. seat 
aDia3inyJnto'%fia, notder the.comtnand of Y^ntidkiSj; 
bg/rnidiOBe ooun^ .and.skiil:the;B8rthianabehl^«t2b^ 
edd'^SEonpeited tO'Tepaas^ the Bnphiiatesy'the whole p^Of 
visdei was ^gadn b]M>aght under the dominioa :of the 
Rranans. '.When Hemd arrived at Romey. he was kindly r 
rteenred: by Antonys who pastly fiaam ffiniooal regard^ 
and ipmttlj £roin the indhieeme&t of a. large aam of 
moaey^andertook to help hitn« In thia he g^tly.iexrt 
cbeded'the expeetations of Herodhtmsell;' for h^ewok^ 
nlerdy^'Solnit aid for Aristobidas, the grandson smA^ 
Idwftil saooessor of Hyveanos; without requimg any 
thiagf nere for himself^ than* that-he^ m%ht hold tbiar 
government under him. But Anton^ having gained 
the concurrence of OctaviuSy made such representations 
of the services done to the Roman people by Antipater, 
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and of the assistaiice he expected from Herod against 
the Parthiansy that the senate beslowed on. him the 
kingdom of Judea ; and declared Antigontis an enemy 
to the Roman state. Herod was accordingly conduicted 
with great honour to the capitol ; and the decree of ti^ 
senate being deposited among the public records there, 
he was solemnly inaugurated according to the Roman 
custom. Alter this unexpected success he did not long 
delay his return to Judea, but hastening to Brundumm 
embarked there, and sailing into Syria, landed at Ptole- 
mais about three months after his flight from Jensidem. 
His first desire was to rdieve the fartittss of Massadt, 
which was closely besieged by Antigonus.. He therefore 
raised an army, composed not only of Jews, but of io« 
reignerSyand such Roman auxiliaries as.he conid obtain; 
and having made himself master of Galttee, and taken 
Joppa, he proceeded to Massada, wherehe raisedthesiege. 
When he had thus rescued his fiiends,.he took the^trong 
fortress of Ressa in Iduasea ; and then mooched back 
to join Silo, who, with a bodyx>f Roman soldierB, was 
sent to promote his interest. Silo, however, raidier ob- 
structed the progress of Herod than advanced it; for 
being very corrupt, he received large sums from Anti- 
gonus as well as from Herod, and did not assist either 
of them. The soldiers under his command went eaily 
into winter quarters; but Herod still kept the field, and 
dividing his army into two parts,, sent one of them under 
his brother Joseph into Idumea, while he with the other 
went into Samaria, where he placed hisiiBLmily and 
fkiends in safety ; and then proceeded to Gaiilee,.ln which 
country some pfeces still held out for Antigonus. AAer 
reducing them, he undertook to expel the thieves that 
ittfe^ed the neighbourhood^ and were now sanunMOOus 
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and bold OS to engage his vKole fofce in battle. They 
i»efe howev^ defeat^ and driven ont of the country ; 
«9ceept a fevr who hid themaelyes among the mountains. 
Hieseason faetng now far advanced^ Heiod dismissed his 
-iffmy into wiaiter quarteis^ where he took especial care 
H» provide them, as well as the Roman soldiers, with 
«very thing needfuL On the return of spring he went 
again in search of the thieves ; but the difficulty was 
bour to get at tbem^ fer they lay concealed in caves and 
fMceessibk parts of the mountains. His efibrts however 
trese not to be checked by diffioulttes : for he caused 
large vehieies ^ed with sc^diers to be loweved from the 
<top8 of the rocks^ and thus succeeded, m destroying all 
that were lurking among them.^ - Hoping &at he had 
secured the peace of Galilee, Herod now returned into 
'^Samaria, to prosecute the war against Antigonus ; but 
:fae was soon recalled by the return of those thieves whom 
he had driven out at die beginning of the winter. He 
"Was not, however,. Icmg detained by them t for using the 
same vigorous exertions as before, he succeeded in put- 
ting an end to their ravages entirely. 



LETTER XLVI. 

The Roman general Ventidius, whom Antony had sent 
iBgainst the Parthians, hearing that they were preparing 
for another invasion of Syria, contrived a stratagem by 
which he gained so much time and advantage of ground, 
that he gave them a signal defeat. Antony jealous of 
the reputation thus obtained by his lieutenant, came 
into Syria, and taking the command of the army, sent 
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Ventidiot heme. Herod in ttie meentifliie t^tomed haXtr 
Jedea to carry on his eperatioaft tiiMe; and Antony- 
sent two legions «id a thousand horse, ander the com^ 
mand of Machoems^ to assist him. The Romair genenit' 
desking to confer with Antigonus apptoached tiie ws^of 
Jerusalem for that purpose : hut the arehen aild slingers 
attacking him from the ramparts, he was sa gready 
enraged, that. turning back^he feH upon all. the Jews 
he met ; without diseriminatiiiig friends from enemies. 
Some of Herod's adherents having fallen Tictinis to tins 
fury, he went iiamediately to eomplaiil of it to Antony ; 
but Mechoerus hastening after him, entreated him to 
overlook the past ; and a leeoneiliation wa&codsequentiy * 
effected. Herod however determined to oontiiiiie' hts 
journey 4n order to pay his respects to Antony ; Itiere^ 
fore leaving hts brother Joseph to command in Judea; 
with strict injunctions to keep on the defensive, he pro^ 
ceeded to Samosata in Commagena, which the- Romans 
were at that time besiegihg. He was leoaved witik gteat 
h<mour, by Antony, to whom he made himself very use- 
ful in the siege ; but in the- meantime his affairs at home 
assumed a very unfavoumble aspect, J'oseph his brotherj^ 
neglecting the order he had given, went on an expedN* 
tidn against Jericho, in which he not only failed, but 
lo^ the greater part of his m^,- and his own life. This 
reverse raised the hopes of those who fovoured Aftti^ 
gonus; and was immediately followed by revolts in 
Idamea and Galilee, Herod hearing of thes& misfar^ 
tunes on his way home, hastened into Judea in order to' 
prevent farther misdiief, and apply the best vemedies in 
his powec« With such troops as he could raise on the 
way, and two cohorts of Romans he made war on the- 
insurgents of GNililee, and soon reduced them. After 



tl^t,^c(.sMlfdMd.|Q J«riofao 4o aTen^* the 4«ath di^ 
s^pb; but^ adbfiWtKtd of A^ig^ous th^pe beuig v^]^ 
aoiiieEpiis^ W was overpowered by tbem, and raceived a 
nvQuad in. the. attempt. No way diicouraged by this, 
diepky HerpdsooD odkcted-a larger foroe; and taking 
th^ field, enooiiateved the toain body of Ant^ionuS) vhi<^ 
niMif^r Pallia one of higipmc^Hd offioersy waa ready 
to loHow up the^advantages lately guned orer him and 
hifbvathar^^' The battle ii4iieh ensued was decisive : for 
H^^iod ^oed a complete victory. Pappaa with most 
of bia.men.fey 'm the action or. puianit, and Ibe vktors 
Hugbi^ have mavehed ^immecMately to take Jerustlem^ 
had- not t)ie rigour of the season obliged them id go into 
wjiiter gaiters* S^y in the spnng, however, Herod 
bniii§^t a large army into the fields and maicbtng 
diie^tly to Jernsalon laid siege to that city. When 
he.badrgiveaorden for the needful (^rations, he with- 
dvew 46t a time to Samaria, in ord» to oekbrate hia 
n^^iage wUh Madamne, to whom he had bien. be^ 
trolfaed {par yaara. She was daughter to Alexander th^ 
bisotherof Aoltgeaus, by Alexandra daughter of Hyr* 
canus the second; so that ^e was not only gcaad^ 
dail^bter to the latter, but to Aristobulas his biodtei 
9i^ Mm$jnne was highly distinguisbed by the charma 
o( her pesson^aad the attainments of her mind; bat 
th^se -inducements, though very powerfvd, were not the 
only motives of Herod in this alliance. The Jews sliU 
retaibed a great affection for the Asmohean family, no^ 
withstaiiding all tbey had suffered, from, their disputea 
siajce-the death of J<^n Hyrcanus ; and H«od flattered 
hiiaself that by .marrying into it, he should coneiliate 
the people^ which at this time he was particulai^y anxious 
to do» On his return to the army, he was jotoed by 
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SouiM the gorersor of Syna, inth a krgebody.ctf 
Romui 8oldiflrs» The naiied foiees, amcraiitiiig to no 
}ei8 thaa sixty thousand sMn^ earned oa a Tigorau 
aiege ; and tiiey were as Ti^raniily t^dked by thoae 
within, who sustained all their efibrta darmg more tbaaa^ 
six monlhflu Bot the conduct of the latter was by no 
means equal to their oounge; in oonaequence of which 
Ihe.aaaailaBts ultimately fvevailfd. When the city was 
taken, the Roman soUierB, exasperated byithc kngUi 
and haidshtps of the siege, began to pilla^ all quatten 
of it, putting to death all they oould find ; and SoaiaB, 
instead of restraining them by bis authocity,. raliier en- 
couraged their depredations. Herod finding himaBlf 
unable to chedc them, complain^ to Soaius: teUing 
him that, in this way, the Romans would only make 
him king of a desert. The covetous Roman meretyie- 
plied that the spoil of the city was due to the soldiers, for 
their valour in taking it; and Herod found himaeif 
obliged to give a large sum of money, to redeem t^ 
place from farther ravages. When AiKtigonus peroeiittd 
that all was lost, he suirend»ed himself in an ablest 
manner to Sosius; entreating his compassion. The 
latter, however, despisii^ the meanness of bis sidnaia- 
sion, treated him with contempt, and putting .him> in 
chains, sent him to Antony on his return into Syriii. 
Antigonus would have been spared by Antony, who 
wished to keep him for his triumph ; but Hemd, n^t 
thinking himself safe in his kingdom while he was abvia, 
by continual solicitations and a large sum ^ mooctf 
prevailed on Antony to put him to death. With him 
ended the dominion of the Asmonean ];»ince8, whkii 
had lasted one bundled and twenty-nine years from the 
death of Mattathias ; and which had latterly proved as 
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L«l1 to the aation as it had formerly been beneficial to 

Under Judas, Jonadian, Simon, and John Hyrcanus 

bo sought to promote the welfare of the people by a 

rict adherence to the law of God, great deliverances 

ere wromght for tkem, and great prosperity was ulti- 

lateiy attaned* Bat when the traditions of men were 

abetitiited for the written wosd of God, the morals of 

ne people and of their princes were rapidly imdennined. 

!^e former became impious, contentions, and rdieliiDus ; 

^d the latter, nsgardless of the honour conferred on 

hem as high priests and rulers of the Lord's people, 

sovetsd the vtia glory of regal pomp, and the distine- 

tioss Yahied by the heathens. Such indeed was their 

naad ambition, that murders and civil war were the con- 

tianal elfects of it for more than a century. What a 

oonteast is ctisplayed between the period when they 

joined in heart and hand for the defence of the temple 

and the espolsion of the heathen, and that in which 

they bfdoght the Romans against their brethren, into 

the very preoincts of the sanctuary. This degeneracy 

was the precofsor of rapid declension and final ruin. 

They had made strangers the arbiters of their ambitioos 

conteiKtions, and a stranger was now appointed to rule 

over tfa^B* ' They had sought help and protection from 

tiie Romans, and the time was fast appioaching when 

their chosen protectors would become their persecuton^ 

They had refused the blessings set before tiiem in the 

word of God : and blessing was fur removed fiom them. 

They had exercised themselves in malice,' hatred, and 

revenge, till th^ hearts were hardened through the de^ 

ceitfalness of sin, and the excess of their national guilt 

was fatally huirying them to destruction. 
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LETTER XLVn. 

The taking of Jerusalem put Herod in possesskm of tiie 
kingfdom of Judaa ; but it was not witfaont opposittoii 
that he established himgelf in it: for the greater part 
of the Jews would not acknowledge him. He had «iadtt 
ha waiy to the throne by the death of many of bk ptioptej 
and helbnnd it needfiil to sacrifice many, more to naia^ 
tain his elevation* Among the latter were all the mem* 
bers of the gveat sanhedrim^ except Bameas and Pollia 
These two dvurmg die siege had exhotted the peopie;to 
yield to Herod ; telling them that the numbes and inag^ 
nifende of their sins left them nothing to expect;: bdt 
that God would give them up into his power. But tbt 
vest of the counsellors opposed these arguments; land 
oontinually exclaiming^ The temple .of the Lordl The 
temple of the Lord !■ buoyed up the hopes of the people 
by a pei^uasion that God would avert the thieatened 
evil for liie.sake of his sanctuary ; though they bad se 
long continued to pro&uie it by tiidr crimes. Thift ds^ 
Ittsiv^ expectation proceeded from their ignoaHMeeivof 
God's word. Had they consulted that, they would fasn 
iiiBfderstood that the blessing or the curse set befone 
llienir was not connected with any edifice they c^idd 
raise, or afiy observances merely ritual ; but dependfad 
on their devoti<»k to God, or their departure ftom hJB 
laws. Aftdr Herod had procured the death of Aatigbi- 
HuSy he sent to Babybnia for a fuaest named Anacne^, 
liirhoin he invested with the dignity of high priest. Ihis 
man had been formerly known to Herod, wiio made 
choice of him as being an obscure person, whose ikiaily 



connexions wete at a distance; and whose credit^nd 
influence in Judea would therefore not be likely to 
. interfere with his - authority^ Ij[yicanus, who as you 
doubtless remember, was given up to the Parthians by 
hi^ nephfiw Antigonas, had been earned by them ia 
th^r flight as far as Seleuoia, where for, some time ha 
tesotaioed a close prisoner ^ He had lately been set at 
Uheity by Phraates king of Parthia; and allowed to 
}b^ among the Jews in Babykmia, by whom he wsa 
reresed as their high priest and king, and mamtained 
inr: a. manner suitable- to his rank* When he heard Aat 
Hdtod had obtained the kingdnm, be was desirous. 5^ 
retiiniiag into Judea : for aa he had formerly .shown 
great J&ihdneia to htm, eapecially when his life was in 
dagger- firom the sentence of the sanhedritai, he now 
fa6ped for a return of kindness, and the: enjoyment of 
hiB favour and protection. Herod was no less anxious 
id jJhave him in his power, though with very difieriat 
yiewss ht therefore sent him a pitessbg invitationy/and 
ktitfae same, time dispatched an embassy, to Phraates, 
to l»g that he might be permitted to ajecept: it. Per** 
mSssum being granted by Phraates, Hyrcanus left Baf 
liylmua, contrary to the advice of all his frieadf tjieier 
audi returned to Jerusalem. The eleratbn of AntxteliU 
loitiie high priesthood gave great offence in Jtidea.( 
j^Bvlicii^ly as: AristobuhiB, the brother of. Mafiaasne^ 
HdiDse right it was, had thereby been set aside. .The 
queen and her mother Alexandra dwdt CMitinually 00 
diii' subject t so that Hesod had nb .peace in his faoojlyv 
Kdr was this all : for Alexandra wrote to. Cleopatff^ 
qilien of Egypt, and .used other means to biing tibe 
Hfiur before Antony. Herod, intimidated by these 
^twastuesi aad desirous of restoring peace in his family^ 
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yielded to the solicitfttiaDsof tbe queefn «iid hm Bkother ; 
and deposing Aaaneius, made Aristotoliig high priest la 
his stead. Alessandra, however, did not long rest iatis^ 
fied with the dignity to ¥^ich her son had attained : to 
considering him equally eniatled to the vegal autiiority; 
^e endeavoured to procure that also for him, by applyv) 
ing to Cleopatra* Herod, getting intciligeBce of this 
correspondence, cssxised Alexandra to he confined to the 
pahice; and placed spies aboat lier to watch ail h&t 
proceedings. These measures were so effenscve to bey^ 
that considering herself a prisoner, she oonceited a pian 
with Oleopatre for escaping into Egypt: intendhig to 
take her son with her. A vessel was aocondiiig^ ft^ 
vided at the neaiest sea-port, whither the Dagitives wsare 
to be carried in coffins, to «scape detection, fiat iievod 
getting notice of the whoie design by means of his esaff^ 
saries, allowed it to proceed ttU liiey were aetmily cm 
the road ; ^vidien he caused them tobe seized and bMN^ht 
back to Jerusalem. He did not however dare to pmiiiir 
them, for fear of Cleopatra ; therefcHre making a pamde 
of his clemency, he ipretendcd to oveciodc their misoon^ 
duct ; but from that moment he vssdved on the idcmih 
of Aristobuhis. This young prince was now aeydattcji 
years of age; aind was regarded by the people with gieat 
aiection, as being the only male descendant of the A^ 
monean family. He had also a very graceful penony 
trhich appealed to such advantage, when for the #ihc 
time he put on the pontiical robes, that sninevsai wd^ 
miration was excited, and expressed on that ooeaakM»; 
Herod's jealousy, which wanted not this alimahis, «9a^ 
now raised to the highest pitch, and be deteinsinedlto 
efiect his purpose without delay. . He thersfm iarited 
Aristobulus to an entestamment -at Jeridia; wheie km 
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cratfivsed to have Um drowned wkile batiiuif after din- 
ner; Sey<eral of Herod's attendants, instrueted by faimy 
went to partake ctf tliis refiesh^aent , and the young prince 
was persuaded to join ttiem. Pretending to be in sport, 
they kept him »nder water tfll he was dead ; and then 
represented the matter as an accident. To make this 
the more apparent, Herod performed the part of a 
moamer, by shedding tears, and evincing other tokens 
of grief; but the mask was insufficient to corer his 
guilt, which was only rendered more flagrant by his hy- 
poerisy. Alexandra was inconsolable for ^e loss of het 
son ; and not doubting that his death had been contrived 
by Herod, she determined, if possible, to avenge it. She 
theref(M% wrote an account of the horrid transaction to 
Cleopatra, and engaged her to make it known to An- 
tony. The- queen of Egypt readily undertook the im- 
peacfainent of Herod ; not because she cared to gratify 
Alexandra, but because she coveted lihe kingdom of 
Jndea, which she meant to demand of Antony, in case 
Herod were put to death for this crime. In the follow- 
ing spring, therefore, when Antony came into Syria, she 
accompanied him, and was so urgent in her solicitations, 
against Herod, that he was summoned to appear and 
answer to the charge. But when he came before An- 
tony, ]^s flattering speeches and large bribes had sucii 
an effect, that he escaped with impunity. Cleopatra 
indeed did her utmost; but when Antony gave her 
C^lo- Syria instead of Judea, she also was content to let 
the matter rest without pressing it farther. Herod had 
not been quite fearless as to the result of this visit ; and 
he had made some extraordinary provisions respecting 
it. He left his uncle Joseph in charge of the govern- 
ment, with instructions to put Mariamne to death, in 
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caie be' w«re condenuied ^ A»looy. For-dle;iitfeBr 
httviog heaid of her great beautyy Herod iinn§iiwil thai 
)ie might put him to death for her sake; and thfiretee 
determined to diflaj^poivt such an expeetatiaB, if it «k«- 
iated. During Herod's absenee Joaaf)h had fteq^aat 
aisoeas tpMariamoe, and on these oocasionl. failed fiot 
to expatiate on Herod*s great affectioa fochar : wgii% 
as a proof of it, that he could neither live withoHf ber, 
nor si^r death to p«rt thctn; Md telling h^ fn-^otA^ 
dence the order he had revived. Mariamne 4aid hat 
mother' w^rej;reatly displeased at this inteUigencafi juhI 
the latter immediately resolved to .oonntacact th# i^ 
worthy purpose of Herod. - . < 

Shortly after this a report reached the oity thai he 
wasdead; upon hearmg of which she planoQi^ an ^Mape 
for herself and Mariamne; but befoie it fvas fmt.inlo 
eff^t, the report was. contradicted, and Herod's atirinal 
in safety provei it unfounded. Saloma his Mt^iv*. 
farmed him of what- had. parsed dunog his ahfancai 
and though Joseph was her. husband, she did nio^beai- 
tate to prefer basa insinuations against him. Fori, bein^ 
jealoij^ of Mariamne's superiority; in pQint of birth and 
he^ty, she resolved on her ruin at. any cost. .HtlVMi 
ivas aJb lirat greatly enraged against bis^quees^ bnt^ifhaa 
be coolly inviestigaited her cQndu.et and cOnid fiod^^ 
cause of. bls^ne* he begged her to.overloo]^ liis hMlp 
expressions of di^plea^urej.and ass^ired her of hia;gi^ 
affection for her. Mariamne^ imprudently ^m^ >i;ered thai 
he bad indeed given proof of his afii^tion by Ofdi&liag 
his innocent wife to be put to dealb» in th^ ev^t of his 
own decease. He^od'^ rage and jeslpusy werQ in9taa|)y 
rekindled, when he found that Jos^ih had disclosed ti^ 
secret ; and. he was on the point of sacrificing M^Tiyfinfl 



m-AATf. . Tb# -pm^ love' he '1^ far liftr kii^i^el^r 
iiMlrttB«d:|nm; bu^ he gwv^e imiiiediate ociiefft feft Jo^ 
mfh'» A<mAy withoitt aiJbwiiig ym a-heafii^: siad 
jaigmf that 'AlaMdm had been mstmiaieiitai in the 
ipwririet he -eapakftkotd, he ordered her to be put m 
)BlHui»ii»diai|Mi6oned* l^ewiMr between 'OcttLVins and 
^buUmy IfMdtog out in the sixth year of Herod^ lA 
fmpta^d 9M «rmy to asuist the latter. But when h^ 
«pa»#n* thepoimt of mardiiiig to join hitn^ Antony gent 
iMeielo «9E0iM(e him ftom that servioe, and appoint him 
Ib'ttieiK 'W«r on Malchus the l(ing of Airabia PetruNT, 
^ulu) had ^slrfeii «i^oe to Cle^atra. Hi^od on receiving 
these orders marched against Malchus and. obtscined a 
viettxy cwt Inm ; but in a second engagement he was 
lifiMtedyWtthilie toss of ne^y all his followers. This 
oilanltl^ was soon followed by another : far an earths 
kfmk4 hapftened IB Jadea whiefa destioyed about thirty 
tlMiisaiid of the inhabitonts. The distress occtoioned 
l^.lhis induced Herod to make overtures of peace to 
iim Alrs^ians; butthey^ having heard an exaggerate 
i00o«ilt' of the matter, piit his ambassadors to deiith^ 
ISid hMlly iftlMed Judea in the hope of findiag die 
iodatry #idKN|tv defence. In Ihis however they Vfete 
dlMppeiitedr for Herod-s soldiers, being ehcampedi 
)iid«aet sniBeired ftom the earthquake; and he eiioouv 
^^sng'^iem by a speech, led them to meet the enemy, 
^ito-in two suc^oessive baitle^ were so completely de^- 
Mited^ ^lat he brought them t6 isue for peace on his 
^mn tetths ; and then returned in triumph to Jerusalem** 
After' the total overthrow of Aotony at Actium, Herod, 
who had- hittertd fsitbfuUy adhered to him; thought it 
iMcpedtent to pnxride for his own safety, by m^tn^ 
his* ipeae^ with Ootaiite. Being doubtful of succesi in 

o 
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1m appUofttioft to-ttie iatteti he selded. all the affws of 
liift kiogdom 1)^o»e hm pioMeied taiiiiake it; And with 
Us U9ual iDkaiaaQ poli^ jpemoved^lthe obetaelos.that 
might uitefeie inlh hm artwigaBPtewlt. The most cdb- 
atdeiable of these 'vms poor old HTvoaQus^ who, as he 
had fon&erly ^een aclnowledged by the Romana, and 
had been dethroned without tbsir eonaeat, by the Par- 
thians, might at thisiime be re^toredi A &lse aoeina- 
tion was therefore bvoaght agaiiist him, of hoMjog a 
correspondence with Matahus ; and on ilm pretence he 
was put to death. Herod's next care was toconBait 
^he government and the ehesge of hisf aanil^j^Jto Pheioras 
his brother, whom he appointed to stteceed in the event 
of his death. Mariaknne with her mother wasplaoed in 
the castle of Alexandrion, with a strong guard, iiinder 
two of his moat faithful adhecents. ^ To one of these, 
named Sohemus, he gave a seGcetiiajnaction to pnttbem 
fto deadi, in case his life tms not spaiedi by. 0<^vius. 
(When all at home was thas settled, he .weiat to ineet 
Octavius, who was lately come to Rhodes^ and having 
/obtained an andiettce, he bid aside his diadoBi, and 
freely^acknowledged die friendship he had shown towards 
Antony : adding thathe should not now withdsaw it, 
could it be any way -s^rinceaUe; but as, that was not 
possible, he ^oruld be happy tto display. the same fide^ 
lity in serving .Octavius. Tliis frai^. address, was highly 
|>leasing to the ktler, w^ not only aooepted HohmI's 
^roffer^ Mendship, but ordered him to resume his 
diadem, and cO|ifixmed him in his kingdom; The anc* 
cess of this interviewwasextrenely gnttifi^ing to Herod, 
temd he if&ttimed with great joy to his kingdom and 
family; Here however all his pleasure was alloyed by 
the reception he met with from his beloved Mwianuie, 
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^nMch was'tiot only cold) bat repidnyie* ' fiokewuiSy 'witfi 
die Bttlne idiprudenoe as JoBepli, had beteayed thejecfet 
df his comimMion/tiie knowledge of vhicli, with the 
injuries doae to her teaily, had so completely die- 
iMted her afiectiMi from Heiod, that he could by xto 
means regaiii it. > Octaviss, on leaviiig Rhodes, passed 
tliroagh Am IMInor into Syrian cm his way to £gypt« 
When he arrivdd at Ptolemais, Henod waited on him 
l^re; and not only treated him and his amy with 
great magnjfiieenee, but furnished thmn with pvovisicms 
Mifficient fbrtheir march, and psesenited ei^ hundred 
talebts to Octayius, who, as well as his fdlowers, was 
much pleased with Ah liberality. After the death of 
ABtony, when' Oetavitts had mado himadf master of 
E^ypt, Herod ^Igatn visited him in that couAtry ; and 
aceompaayfog him ftMmi thence as far as Andoch, 
obtained distingaished marks of his fairour and frigid- 
tkip, Wit^ several grants of territory ,' which cosisidexably 
enku^ged his dominitms. No real addition was, however, 
made to his enjoyments : for when he retuiAied home he 
fiMmd'Mariamiie just as he had left her; and was by 
fio means able to assuage'the resentmaat she expressed, 
not only to iiims^, but to his mother and sister* whom 
she oontinwally seproadied with the meanness of their 
birth, and who xiti that account determined to ruin her. 
This unhappy state of his fioaily affairs was vary pev- 
ploLing to Herod, who knew nothing of Sohemus'a 
tmpnidence. Sometimes in a rage he was repdy to 
destroy his beldved wife ; hut his affeotion for her con- 
tibuaily disasmed his fury. On one of tiiese occasions, 
however, wdien his proffered isacesees were rejected with 
bitter veproaehes £nr the mwder of her relations, and his 
rage was excited to the sitmoit^ Salome seat his butler^ 
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whorti *«he had cornipted, to accuse MftrJ^iane. of at-- 
tempting by his means to poiaoa him- Herod imme- 
diately ordered a.confideatialslave.Qf the queeu*s to 
be torturedy and from him gleaned .that something; tQld. 
her by Sohemua had made her .rery aQgry> Jhi^ QAade 
him jealous of Sohemus, vhoxa he immMi^^ly paused, 
to be put to death; and incipeased hi^ .i$g^ agaiq^t, 
Mariamne, whom he speedily biaught to a tri^JL . Ilhe 
judges, who were his creatures,' finding thftt hf^ desired 
a sentence of death to.be passed ,on, her, coqiplied 
with his wish; thcnigh. they did not suppose that it 
would lead to a fatal termijiation., N.or .indeed was 
this the intention of Httod;. but bis.mothej? and ^i^ter. 
having obtained their cruel purpose, tb^B f^r, f/^^ 
suaded him that the people would rev4>lt: in her fi^oufj 
and by exciting his fears procused an jQJCdec.for J^ 
executionr Poor Mieuriamne went. to,. the place of h^ 
death with calmness, and intr^idity, and .subQiitted.,tP 
her sentence without a murmur. . Oa her way she 11^9^ 
accosted by her mother, who vehemently reproached 
her with ingratitude to her kind and affeetiooate; hus- 
band. Mariamne made no reply to this accusation; 
but her countenance expressed some concern for this 
extravagant conduct on the part of hec inotherr Al^- 
andra's motive on this occasion was the fear that her 
turn would come next ; and she artfully strove tQ avf^ 
what she dreaded, by apparent. displeasure towa^.^r 
unhappy daughter. Hezod's wrath* was no < sooner. al- 
layed by the death of his queen^ than his. love for her 
returned with all its former strength ; .a|id agoiuea pf 
sorrow and regret tormented him without intermisaioji. 
It was in vain that he strove to banish his remorse by 
wine, company, and diversions ; the imageof Mariaiooe 
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^pursued him cbntinually; tin at last lie became dii^ 
tracted, and freqtientiy called for her ; denring her to 
he broughtto him, as if «he were still alive. A dread* 
ful pestilence rayaged Judea at this time: t^anying off 
great numbers of "ell ranks. This the people c<nisidared 
-as a judgment of God, for the death of the queen : nol 
reflecting, pertiaps, that it was a warning to dvtoi also; 
and intended to lead them to repentance; This visita*- 
tion increasing the distress of Herbd, he knew not which 
Way to torn fotr relief; the horrors of his mind overcame 
hisaccnstomed energy, and retiring to iBamaria, he there 
fen into a dangerous illness. A coniideilible time elapsed 
before he was able to resume the cares of government,; 
tod when he did so, it was only to exercise more tyranny 
tind greater cruelties than before; Such is the invariable 
)e!fect of remorse when uacohneeted with repentance* 
it is that ''sorrow of the world which worketh death :*' 
iiaving a tendency to sour the temper and harden the 
l)[eart. . 



LETTER XLVIII. 

'DtTRiKG Herod's illness Alexandra had been taking 
iheadures to secure the government to herself, in case 
of his death, under pretence of ensuring it to his sons by 
(Miuriamne ; and for this purpose she made overtures to 
the govem6rs of the two castles at Jerusalem. The^, 
h^w'ever, not approvmg of her proposals, made th^th 
'knbwh to Herod, who immediately ordered hei" to be 
-put to death. Thus ended the career of' this uiihsippy 
'woman, whose restless ambition had been the origin of 
-tio much evil to her family. Hadishe been satisfied ^fith 
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ibe hnneiif confenred on h^t wn wbeft he iNtf laifled i0 
tke high pneg^eod, he im^^ hwve eaeafied the. jieahHU 
^ratdtf ulnew of Hesod^ ttiML kd fatal fesuil. . AjmI h«4 
die educated her daa^iter in. the leftv of God,, and 
tansfat her a d«ke «ttiwate of woridly disftiaetioiiB ; the 
latter woidd not^ by her aeomfiil vefiroackea, ha^e pn>- 
voked the maUce of Saloine and Cypniiy which.aa upe 
have seen was the cause oi her destmction* The, dealh 
of Alextodra did not. satiate the leyeogefuL desire^ of 
Salome; for though s^ mA the leal of the, Asvumeau 
family^ there were still some iodiyidiiale whQ> had sboiim 
their attaebment to hw interesta* These were aceuaed 
of plokttBg i^ainst Herod, and were co&iie<|iiently pii| U> 
death^ the chief eTidenoettt^paiost them.wa$. given by 
Salome, who on this oooaaion caused the death of bm 
second husband^ as she had formerly done that of her 
first. She now pretended, gieat attachment to her brer 
ther^ with 'whom she chose to reside, and in whom she 
found a congeniality to her own hateful qualities. M^hen 
Herod had put to death all whom he deemed likely to 
excite opposition, and thus as he thought rendered him- 
self secure in his kingdom, he began to infringe on the 
established laws and customs by the introduction of 
•mluay iiitto^atioiis« He built at iec^sal^m a theatifi, 
and afi amphitheatre in whidi gtanes were celebrateijij 
and shows exhibited^ in honour of Augustus. So|pe 
.trophies he set up in the former* gave great o^i^i^.tD 
the people, who regarded them as images; but he ra- 
Udoved their scruples by taking off the armour in. th/s 
prasenoe^of many of them,, and showing them, t^at th^e 
•was Under: it only the stem of a tree' He could not how- 
ever obviate their dislike to bis other npvdties» which 
.was so strc^g that a conspiracy was Conned to 



HEROD \% A. C. 26. 39a 

e liim ; and ten persons araied wkkdaggeM awsited 
entraenee imo ^ thetttey te effed their pnrpote^ 
xod, faovever, just as he was going in, rectived inti^ 
.iion of the plot by one of hid spies ; smd the conspi*> 
30TS were immediately seiied and put to deadi hy cfoel 
tmres ; bat the informer fhred no better: for die peo* 
» ineeting him shortly after, fell aponfanii and put Uaif 
death, f This occasioned new executioas ; as Herod 
r stricst acmtiny divcovered all nho wete cooc^ined in 
le afBur; and- made them saffer for It. 
These circtinistanoes gave Herod to anderstand that 
e was net so secure as- her had ima^aed; and indaeed 
im to provide for his safety in vavious ways. Deeming 
I expedient to have other plaees of strength besides 
rerusalem, he deteriained oa bntlding> saeK; and bega^ 
vith Samaria; This city had been destrayed by John 
Hyrcanus, and fkmn that time had lain in rains, tili 
Gabinitcs ordered the rebaRding of it, when he was. go- 
vernor of Syria. It had not however risen to any thing 
more than avfibge, tiH Herod resteired its fenner sfdaniu. 
dour, and caused it to be inhabited. Instead^ of ita an** 
cient name, he called it Sebaste,' in honoar of Augastas. 
*n\e people of Judea were this year called to tepealaaae, 
by great natfonal calamities. A famine, the <!oaseqaenee 
of a long drought, was snoceeded by a pestilence, whidi 
carried (»ff great numbers of them. Herod took great 
pains to alleviate the general distress ; and even ^i^ted 
down his own plate, in order to purchase oorn, of which 
there was abundance in SIgypt. ' . ^ 

The drought had proved so destructive to the ftsdcs 
that a scarcity of y90cl was the oonsequeice. Herod 
took cf^re to have it imported in euoh quantities, that 
all his subjects were abuadantly supplied for the ensu- 



UafonBettymmiy^ and MMon^Iehii kllh^<to iA^MMM 
people; ^imthe «ofm.fi>rf(Uledifae aiRMiH(»'tfafus^ 

iOBm, 'H^t(d momed « yomg lady of -gtleat' heanOj 
iiaiDed 'Mariasme. ^e was-the «k«g)ile^ o^ Boethns d 
prksty wlkQiB Jbe Advanced to the dignity of liigb-pvksit; 
in order to fender tliis aHiaifice more sttitobleto klmself t. 
ttiongk Una hooottr, iMA had ahmys-bcto'^hei^Hafy; 
Yn» now beoome.ofiittle value; 'as Herod oo&fisitecl'lt 
oor whom.he duose, and dUbqalaoed them at his pleaslire: 
AiterthismBmage, Herod wait on with histmn^yfitg^^;' 
$nft erecting a ma^ifioent palace fo( himself, on:a hSI 
aboDd; seven miksliDmJenifialeu. In dns' plaxsii be liaU 
gained a victory over the Partiiians and Jews, i^to he 
fled from Jenisalem about seventeen years before^ and <nl 
«kenuiryi)f that event he calkidthe.pakiee Hero^ittoi. IM 
next work/he oommenced was at Stiratoh's Tower on the 
9eft-Qoast« ' Heie he constructed a beautiful and safe her- 
bo«tfv ^uid built a city, which he called Ce&sareaiin com*- 
pUsaent.to Augustus. The completiotf of (^ work oc« 
cupjfld twelve yeax8> and cost large smns of money; but 
^y were well expended, for the place became a ceie* 
brated maaritime cky, which was aflterwaids the diosenf 
rendeuee of- the Roman governors.* * ^ " 

; Herd's two sons by Mariamne being now of a suf^J 
aUe age^'he sent- them to complete thmreducatiOR* sit 
Rome : entrusting them to. the care of PoUio,. a friend 
of his in that city. But Augustus took the ehargeidf 
tfaiemrupiHi'him^f, and assigned ^theiiidpartmenth'iik 
his palace.^ Heiod received farther proofs of favour fVMn 
the*empercr at this time, by having Trachonitfe, Aura^ 
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war. t^ iifittl>Bf)i€ceiSHmio)wk]ngd(xniiieithef«€ 

» aoBSviUS he-abcMricl diootcb The new temtory, wUek 

^ sitoAted on theleft of tlie^mrJofdaQbelweeiithe 

A of QiiH^p imd Mount libanusi ^puve Heroid aome 

ouUe r^ ae Zfliiod(»ua tiie late poaaenor, who had 

Tmed it from the RomanSf httd enGanraged a band of 

lieveftltiere^ on oandkion d dialing their plunder, Chi 

tking iNMsewkin of the coutttry Hcaod aoen expelled 

le thienreay bj vikdcix meaisZenddorus loet hie imlafir- 

il proftla« as weU/as his fwn ; and being very angry 

a b<ifth aeeoonta, he went fco'Bome widi an aconaation 

gainst- Herodi Ahont doa tine Agiippa the faw>nrite 

►f AugualHi wat appointed to the govemaaent o#att tiie 

»ip^aiieea of the enipiie to the east of the figean sea"; 

uad took up hia naidenoe at Mitylene in the Island of 

L^boa. Aa^acMnaaHeiod'hewdjof'hisamvalthiere^^lfe 

Mrenttto viatt hini) and ren0wed*tfaaf Inandahip whMi iMd 

fonnerl^ aiAsialed between them* Zenodoru8,(ts/«lie 

meantiBie^ aaaeliag wMi no suoeeaa at Rome, wtiuwiA 

ta.Gadavaiand.eicited the people of that place to.piellir 

a comfdami againat Herod to Agiippa* 1%o latter 'how^ 

ever net only lefnaed to hear their aeoiaationa^ but sent 

them in chains to Herod, who had pat leli bin, and^in 

whose fiaVoiir he waa mora ^han ever pfepoaseshed; 

-Heced on. tbisr eocaiion departs from hie usoal tnnde 

o€ tm^iag his. ehemies ; for he dismisaed the OadarettB 

wJAoat puaiahnient : thinking to dtaaim their fmiiie 

oppoittoft hy hie clemency* For some time this Imd 

tbedeiuedeffimt; but in the foUowihg^ year AngoitiM 

Gwne ialo Syria[> and then Zeood<mis, ^wMt some delo- 

gttki98'.frQa Oadara, renewed the accuaationa, and pre^ 

vailed so far as to get a day appointed for fierod to 

o2 
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ianiif er them. He was tlutti ^ Antioeli, aad whan he 
entefed iipoti his defsMey.ths fsvour widi y^Mch hewu 
treated eftinad his ^eeusers to dmfm <xf siicttsediiig 
^{gainst faim ; and pit Iksn into sadk fc4» of being de- 
livered up to him, tbut they all destseyed theauelves to 
avoid it. Aagmtiis ooii8i<kred this conduct as n proof 
of their ^H, and consequently acquitted Herod. To 
make him amends for the. trouble they had given him, 
he farther enlaiged bis dnnkiions ; and appomted him 
hh paroenvator in Syria. At his request he also bestowed 
n tetrardiy on Ph^raras his brother, in return for all 
these fsvours Heiod erected n beandfaltnnpk of white 
marUe, in honour of AugaJstus, near Mount Ptenas. 
This idolatrous flattecy, idth many oHmr -compltanees 
to heathen casloms, gave great o&npe to the Jews. 
AH among them who had. any segaid for xdigioa were 
•diocked at it; and on his rdbom to Jerasalam .genekal 
4i8B^is£Ktion was ei^iireBsed on this .aqcoaoL It was 
In vain ior Herod to plead :the necessky of eowriliating 
Augustus; his people sawnosnch nBeesdly; and sane 
of them doubtlesB reflootiag on the gbrions- privilegeB 
4se«ferred on them when, the iLood was thoifisdedepen- 
tdenosy contemplatoGl^ with.gnef and ehame^ the degfSr 
Nation (xf theur present condition. 

When Herod Ibund ibat his eascnses wise lasuffoieHt 
vto.'t^pease thi^ Mtional jdisocmtent, he pieeeeded to co- 
eccive measures : feibidding.aU meetings at dnfas and 
'feasts ; and employing qpies lo discover all who were 
any way 'diasfieefeed (towards hsm. Sometimes be took 
ujion himself this degrading leffice^ sod weoH^about the 
xity iA.dii^aisei.tO)leam.theip<ib]ic opinion. Whea by 
these means he gained intdUgsnoe,of any mahaonlents 
,he failed not to treat them willi great severity: thus 
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Gaating^' every Attempt agfailist klm before it could be 
t ill : esBeeution. At a £u4liey means of safety he 
shfld fko impose an oath ei idelity on his subjects ; 
Lt all the Pharisees and Essens refusing to take it, he 
as oUlgttdl to eoBtent himself with confining^ it to such 
I wttretsuiqMCted of conspiraoy. 



it 



LETTER XLIX. 

rs the nineteenth year of his r^gn, Herod, having 
Uudied Bebaste, and eenmdefaUy advanced his works 
Kt CsBsarea, undertook to rebuild the temple at Jem- 
ialem : hoping hereby to gain the approbation of his 
Bubjeota; and leave a monianent of his own greatness. 
Nearly five hundred years had elapsed since the dedi- 
oatton of the second tempW; pnd it had suffered not 
only firom the ravages of time, but from those of war iu 
the fiequesit assaults lliat had been made on it: so that 
many parts of it were in a state of decay. 

When Herod tnade known his iutention to the Jews, 

in a genend assenlily, they expressed ^ir appreken- 

BUMis leit be should be nnaUe to build a new temfrfe, 

whsuhe had taken down the old one. To satisfy them 

on thii hesd, he piomi^ to colleet and prepare all the 

ifiaterJaIs4)efore.hedtBt»rbed the present building ; and 

tkecor^ing to this promise b^ commenced bis preparations 

imm^ately: employing a thousand waggons, and ten 

tli<m»m4 workman, under the superintendence of a 

thousand priests who were skilful in architeeture. Every 

4hing Dieoifbl being thus prepared in twa years, the 

temple was pulled down; and the new one begun. The 
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balf ;* l]^t4t wa« 0tiU oonswbied as iihe^$$cmd:um]^i 
because tho^g^ rebuilt fiouMts fmmdalioiis, it w^'as^'Wi 
fonnerly, restored Irpm- a state ofdeaekatSAn^ but ixdf 
r^pair^cf frQin a state of decay. The year after ISerod 
undertook this great w^, lie went into^Itsfy to pay Im 
respects to Augustus, from whom he received his two 
sons, who had now coQipleted their studies. On his 
return home he married Alezandn the elder lo Ght-t 
phyra, daughter of Aichelans king of Cappadocia ; and 
Aristobulus tp. Berenice the daughter of Salome.- The 
pergonal aiid.tneatal end^vdments of these yoim^'maf, 
jas well as ^hei? opurteotts and agreaaUe bd£anouriMN>A 
.^pn .them th^. affection atui esteem of the Jews. But 
the jealous, fears of 3alpme were awakened' hy these f^' 
yourable sentiments iowaids them : fdr she dresaded iest 
they should aT^^ the dtath of their mother, andiheic?- 
forejdetermined to comp^tss' their ruiU) as liie meai^cf 
prev^^ng hfop own; > ' ' 

.In the tw^ty. third year of Herod*s reigity Agi^ppa 
resumed his government of the eastern part 'of- thi& 
eqipi|e,:and in the y^ar Iblkmtng he was involved ma* 
txoni^ifi9^m^'yf^ against the inhabitants of Ihe Gimme^ 
p$& ^sphQnis« Herod oa hearing of this, went to faitti 
wiAi a ^powerful supi^y, and arnvedrvery oppottudeiyt 
asihis assistaace enabled Agrippa to tanhinate tlie wair' 
by; the sp^y lediurtioii Of the Tevolters. After ihk\ 
Hetod^ aceoanpanying Agrippa ta E^esmf, obtained 
fo]{ bint a grant of privileges jfor the Jews wh6 inlfobtti^ 
th^.several provinces ot Asia Minor^f aiid who were at 

- tfieeaste-Q.:' • -' •* - 
t They, wwn tbe ideKs^adaiits of thoM two' ticntsaad .fam^Wr 

planted ^1^ by Antiochiis the Great* . * 



Pj^ihift*r?|ttm t<^ Jienidi^leBi, he called asa assembly of 
ik^ '^W^fffh ; aitd bayinf rektod to them all thfe success 
9f ihig iQkp^itR^) with thd* teoefita obtlELuied fot their 
^tilfefi in Am. Minor , he gave ^em also a p^oof <>f 
.tel ^P^@Eurd,;by remitting o|ie fo^»th t>( their tazefe, which 
^^^^:S^!^ joy and satis^Bkction jEonoqg them'. When 
4|exf(nder. a^diAristobuiiuj had been ^ree years witih 
t^l^ fioiib^^ the maehinations of Salome begaii to take 
^BJ9ct; wi4, they fell under his serious displeastu^. 
l^kfj 1^ inadvertently uttered some expressions df 
x^i^emUi^mi against the autbors of their mother's death, 
^liiqh by Ssdome and Fheioras were represented to 
tliBfod as. threats against him* Siiarea were contittUftUy 
l%id ta .^nduce them to^ speak on this aubject ; and spiels 
^S^pet.eiiiployed to -report what they said^- which was 
Treated, to tbeir father with all the aggravaftions ms^lici^ 
qquUl,auggeet4 , Herod's jealousy made him aiieaify 
dupe to these artifices, and he testified his dispIeasUk^' 
tqwMd^ the youi^ men by sending for Anlipater another 
o^.hissQB^ a|Ml aUowK^ him those marki of'^arotit'' 
nirl^h, h^ bad hitherto, displayed towards them Of»)]f . 
Axif^pat^r was.th^ wm.ot his first wife Doris^ tt4ibnl''h^' 
b|^4 divorced when he married Mariamne* As HertKi 
Jia^.alwayfi r^arded Uie sons of the latter as his stic- 
c^^rs^ Ai&tipater had been.biy>ught up priT«fely ^ but 
wb^ thw^ called to court he wouU bot lose -sight of 'th^ 
cfowsfi ; ^d being no less artful than ambitious, h^ffls^' 
<y{^pired to effect ,the tuyok of hi^ brothexs. H^rcki's 
d^ign wds tQ hunible the yoUng ptineea by tiai& meatiirel 
but they were only incensed and alienated by iu And 
as, every occasion wc^ sou^t against them by tfaei^ 
enemieS) and every accusation grtodily received by their 
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.fether, the breach became.so wide thatHerod rawlved 
on taking them into Italy, in ovdiet to briofgilhem to trial 
before Aiiguttus. He accmed them of ibaolent and 
iindutifhl conduct towarda him ; and of a design to tak^ 
away his life by poison. The emperor findiiig no proels 
to substantiate the latter charge against the two {NrinoeSy 
acquitted tiiem; and effected a recenciltal^ii between 
them and their fitther* Herod on his r^um having 
called the people together, reletted all thkt'had fMussed 
at Rome. Then aecdrding to the power fonh^rly grveh 
htm by Aagmtus ke named Aiitipater as his immediate 
successor; and after him Alexander and Aiistobulus. 
vTwo years elapsed after this withoctt any material oecut- 
-rence : except that the Jews of Asia and 'Cyrene, bising 
oppressed by their neighb6ars, pistitioned Augustus for 
j^edress ; and obtained fifom him an edict by wkich all 
^heir former privileges were conirmed, and they were 
left at liberty' to die eajoyment of their own r^igious 
and national observances. The peace of Herod's &mily 
wais not allow^ to contiiMie. His brother and sister, 
still intent on liieir malicious schemes, contfnuaUy 
assailed him with false reports respecting his two sons ; 
and Antipaiter, no less intent bn securing the orown for 
himself) seconded their views, to proiiiote his own. These 
three peiaone, either by themselves or their agents, tOl^ 
minted the old king with such accounts of plots and 
conipira^BS formed against him, that he could ^lot enjoy 
A aMment's repose by night op by day. In 6s4etu> 
discover the aiteged treason, he put all the confidants 
of the yovaig piinoes to the torture. Some of these 
hating^ in- extreme suffering, uttered something that 
implieated Alextandcr, he was loaded with chains, 'and 
east into prison ; and pdaer persons were tortured to 
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mtke fejtbec declamtioiis against him. The yoang 
prinee, rendered desperate by. the^ vtoient proceedings^ 
moBt his fether a pretended oonfesaion of treasonable 
pfactioee, in- whyi^h he named Salome, Pheroras, and 
^yeral of Hevod's chief friends and ttxmisters as Accom* 
plice^ This had the effect intended, 1^ crei^ting Herod 
more jealousy and perplexity than ever : not knowing 
whom to trust, and conscious of the hatred he merited, 
he doubted nothing of Alexaiider's report. Some of 
the accused he condemned to immediate death, and 
Others expired under the tortuies he inflicted to draw 
confessions from them* la the midst of i^U his rage and 
jealousy the real conspirators Salome and Pheroras 
escaped his vengeance. They had not yet rendered 
Um IP miserable as they intended; and they were do^bt* 
less fiesenred to foe the uistraments of further chastise* 
mant to hkn. At this time^ however, their views wiere 
defeaited by the interposition of Aichelaus, the father*-in* 
ktw of Alexander, who coming to Jerusalem, brought 
i^bo^it a reconciliatioii between Harod and his sons; and 
once inoie res)oced peace in hie faujiy . On this second 
nqpture widi his sons, Herod had written to Augustus 
t» abcuse them of treason, and to demand that they 
iteuld again be brou^t to trial ; therefore when he 
was'teiconciled to them he thought it expedient to go 
awl explain the whole affair to the empevcv. During 
bis absetice the t^ eves of Trachimttis committed many 
depiedations in Judea and Coslo-Syria. When on his 
taking possession of that countiy he had driven them 
fiom all Aetr haunts, they were obliged to have recourse 
€0 labour ibr Am subsistenoe. But this way oi living 
did not accord with tiheir depraved habits ; and they • 
only wasted for an opportunity to i^um to their former 
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bis sons they had openly reyol^d, and m^g^ed ijbe 
country j but hftving . been overpower^ by ^ the king^s^ 
forces, they bad all dispe]:sed except forty of theii 
leaders, wbo had taken refuge in Ambia Petssea,, la 
this country they ijrere protected by Syll^uS the gover* 
9or under kbg Obodas^ who gave them a fortress cfUfed 
Repita. : Herod had excited theiOnmity oi^ this jaofui Jby 
refusing to give him his sister. Salomein inamage».uiiles4. 
he.becaoif^ a Jew. SyllsBus.was unwiUing.to comfly 
with this condition, for fear of his countrymen ;. and 
Salome was ccfflsequently given toAkqiasone of HeiiQd's. 
friends.. .,. ^ 

When Herod returned fiom Rome, bis endeaYOim tP 
suppress the thieves were rendered ineffectual, by .tb^* 
encpuragenoient given them by Sylteu^, . Not .beiz^ 
able to get at th^m in Repta, he put Ijb death, all tbm 
relations whoip he found in Trachonitis, This 0ply r^n? 
deied the thieves more outrageous,, and the <)bj^t .pf 
their inroads being revenge as well as.plupder, th^ fiowh 
try suffered more, than ever fipm their depredations/^ .. 

;Nine.yQara and a half had elapsed since Herod oomv, 
maiced rebuilding the tempite ; and it being now. fit fpi;. 
the celebration .of divme service, he appointed a solemn, 
dedipation of it to take place on the anniveiisa^..of Jhi^ • 
as^^ding the throne.. Thos.the house of the hoa^ ^f^.; 
m^ ready for his reception on earth ;. not indeed .bQT 
one whp sought, bis glory, but by on^ who in seeking jlp. 
exaljt, hjmself, was unknowingly and .unwillingly .p]c^* 
paring to receiye Him who should suddenly c<hq^ to bis 
i^nple ; and who was actually p^ese^t^ there itk 1^99: 
than four ye^fs after this dedication.- 
• ,The country being still infested by the. thieves, lU^pi^ 
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tied tdthe Roman governor qf Syria for redress 
Inst 49yllfleus2 of whom be aldo demanded a debt of 
.y talents due to him. Sylteus^ being cited by the 
'emor, and the charges proved against him, entered 
3 a solemn engagement to pay the debt, and give up 

fugitives within thirty days. But when that time 
d elapsed, instead .of complying with these terms he 
xit off to Rome, Herod, thus defeated, applied to 
B Roman governors for permission to attack the thieves 
Itepta ; and having obtained it, marched thither and 
stroyed that fortress : putting to death all the thieves 
t found there. . While he was thus employed, a party 

Arabians coming to oppose him, he immediately en^ 
^ged them, and put them to flight, after having killed 
acebus their leader, and twetity-five men. When this 
as don^, Herod returned home ; and having placed 
iree thousand Idumean guards inTrachonitis, to keep 
rder thiere, he hoped bow td remain in peace. New 
roubles however assailed him from a quarter where he 
east expected them. The late transactions in Arabia 
laving been reported to Sylleeus at Rome, he went to 
Augustus, and inforoOied him that Herod had inv^ed 
Lhe country with a la)^ army, spoiling and destroying 
wherever he came ; that he had seized a considerable 
treasure at Repta, and had slain two thousand five hun-* 
dred Arabians of the first rank ; among whom was* Na- 
cebus his kinsman. Augustus, believing this account, 
was greatly displeased with Herod, and wrote him st 
very sharp letter on the subject. Herod sent two srat- 
c^ssive embassies to explain the afikir ; but the emperor 
would not even allow them a hearing. All this coming 
to the knowledge of the thieves, they were emboldened 
to a98emble again;, and having overpowered the Idut 
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meaii^ guards, tbey ravaged the country with hnpunity f 
while Herod did not dare ^o march agsiinst them, ^ 
fear of givmg farther offence to Augustus, Herod*iS do* 
mestic affairs at this time were not more prospeit>tis than 
those of his kingdom : fi)r Salome Pheroras and 'Anti^ 
pater took adviintage of his perplexities to excite new 
suspicions against his two sons. Nothing however 
couM be proved, except their intenti6n to leave the 
kingdom, that they might live in peace elsewhere ; but 
this sufficed with Herod to confirm all other accusations, 
and to make him resolve on thdr destruction. Such 
was the state of things in Jerusalem, when Herod ai 
length succeeded in regaining the favour of Augustus, 
to whom by means of a third embassy, he made known 
the falsehood of Syll8eus*s report. This and other crimes 
being proved against Byllceus, Augustus passed sent^ice 
of deaA upon him; and in order to make amends to 
Herod, was about to add Arabia Petrcea to his domi* 
nions. It was at this juncture that Herod wrote to Au- 
gustus an account of what had passed in his family; 
^and begged his permission to proceed against his two 
sons. On the receipt of Herod's letter, Augustus, con- 
considering his age and the troubled of his family, to^ 
tracted his intention of giving him[ another kingdom. 
But he wrote him a kind letter, in which he commifte* 
rated his misfortunes, and empowered him to proceed 
against his sons according to their desert. He advised 
him to call a council at Berytus, and with the asststanoe 
of the Romaii governors, Archelauls king of Cappadocia, 
and others among his friends, to har^ the matter ^ally 
determined. Herod immediately called the council; 
but he did not invite Archelaus to be present ; because 
he ibared his partiality towards Atexsinder, to whom he 
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wa» ftther-in-law. When tke coupcil was assembled, 
Herod bcougltt so many aocusa!tioi» against his sons^ 
and o^ed them with such yehemence, that the jwdges, 
not knowing the arts that had beeq practised against 
the accused, concluded they were guilty, aiid passed 
sentence ot condemnatien upon them : leaving the ^C!* 
eution of it to their father. This idiuman parent ac* 
coidingly sent them to'Sebaste, and there caused tfaenk 
to be strangled. This is a transaction from which the 
mind recoils with horror, as not bearing to endure th^ 
close contemplation of it. The iniquitous purposes of 
Salome and her associates were now fully accomplished, 
and vice was left to triumph. But the triumphs of vice 
are neither satisfactory nor permanent : for the fearful 
doom that awaits iniquity is nerer averted ; ^(High it 
is son^etimes suspended. The faith of God*s devoted 
servants must have been greatly exercised in these timef 
of trouble and rebuke. But to the godly there arketh 
up light in the darkness, and the dawn which announced 
the rising of the Sun of Righteousness was now just 
b^inning to break : for in tiiis year the angel Gabriel 
appeared to Zecharias in the temple, to foretel the birth 
of John the Baptist.* - - 



LETTER L. 

TiijB death of Herod'iB two sons did not. put an end to 
tibe tiottbles of his family, which sh<Mrtly sprung up in a 
uew quarter. His only remaining brother Pheroraa» 
to whoin he had always shown great kindness, incurred 
his disj^easure at this time by marrying on^ of his own 

• Luke i. 1— M. 
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^arvaats. iferod required him to put her aWay j ' and \m 
9X. first consented to do ao, engaging bknaelf by an o^tli, 
JSut -when the time arriyed for the fulfilment of hia pio- 
inisey he thought pn^per td retract it. Herod was qqw 
jgireellj di^leaaed ; and a eii cumstance whi^ took plao^ 
at this juncture iended still further to incense bim.i^^nst 
liis brother. An oath of allegiance to Augustus and tbi$ 
king being again imposed upon the Jews, the Pharisees^ 
as before, refused to take it : alleging that the tew *.foE* 
bad them to adcnowledge any sovefeigh^ wbo-^ vfas not 
of the seed of IsraeLf Hdrod sought to punish this le* 
insal of the Pharisees^ by imposing a fin^ on them ; bitf 
the wife of Pheroras averted'the punishment, by paying 
the whole sum demanded on their behalf. .- <• 

The reputation of this sdct among the people waa-se 
great, that. they were belieted to possess the spirit of 
prophecy ; and on this oecasion they asserted tbsir elaw 
lio it, by declaring that God had determined to.tauuiftr 
the kingdom from the line of Herod, to that of Phecoras^ 
and the children whom his present wife sfaoukl bean 
Herod's q»ies, the chief of whom was his sister Salome^ 
soon disoovered tliat seditious disooucses and |>raclice6 
were prevalent among the people ;« and tfaidse being 
traced to their origin, several of the Pharisees were ar- 
rdgned and put to dea^^ Herod calling a council of 
his friends at this time, represented to them the Jrtate of 
his affairs ; and imputing the disturbances that existed 
to the machinations of his brother's wife, pablidy n* 
quired him to renounce 'her, on pain of being.iBnbunced 
by him as a brother. Pheroras declaring that<heKWonlll 
rather die; than live without his belovcd'wife> Herod 

* Deuteronomy xvii. 15. ' . . - • 

t Yet'^hese tery. men, when it nited their purpose/ cmM openly 
declare, " We have no king: but Cesar." . 



GLci kim his boiue ; and desy^d Anttpater, Doris, 
clII the tnenben of his own ftunily to htfve no inter-^ 
rs« iK^th him. Aotipater, far from obeying the in-' 
[^-t-ions of his father, seized the occasion of this breach 
conspire against him. He had earned the wages of 
|uity, when he procured the death of his brothers ; 
L lie could not wait to receive them till the term of 
€atber^s natural life : he therefore resolved to hasten 
<3eath by poison. The resentment of Pheroras even 
:;eeded Herod's displeasure against him, and he readily 
tered into the views of Antipater. To render their de- 
7x1s as secret as possible, the latter procured an order 
>m Augustus, to attend him at Rome ; while Pfaferoras, 
:io was to be the chief agent in this plot, withdrew to 
s t«traichy, making an oath that he would not return 
^ain during Herod's life. This unnatural oath he strictly 
^served; for Herod soon after falling sick, and ear* 
esdy desiring to see him, he refused to go. ItwasweB 
3r him that Herod did not follow his example in lUs 
aspect, for it was not long before he was visited by an 
ilness whi<^ terminated in his death ; and during that 
\etoA went to him and behaved with great tendemess 
owards him. After the death of Pheroras, two of his 
reed men comj^ained to Herod against his widow, 
vhofm they accused of having poisoned him. Strict 
icmtiny being made on this subject, and many persons 
pfiit to the torture, the plot of Antipater was fully dis* 
covered in the course of the investigation. The widow 
of Pheroras, being sent for by Herod, declared that 
Antipater' had procured the poison and conveyed it to 
her hoBhand, who had intended to administer it when 
he should have an opportunity ; but who after Herod's 
ki»4. visit to hiov had changed his iatention» apd de- 
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^red her to deitlroy it. This testimoiiy being conrobo- 
rated by several persons who had been employed to pro- 
cure and convey the poison, the guilt of Antipater was 
fully proved. 

Whfle these events w^re passmg at Jerusaiem, the 
temple of Janiis at Rome was closed for the fifth time 
since its election. You are doubtless aware that it was 
kept open duni^ war, and shut only in Umes of peace. 
The Romans haTing at this time subdued and broken in 
pieces the nations of the known woild, and established 
their dominion over them, univefsal peace was preserved 
during twdve yeurs. This peace has been considered as 
introductory to the coming of Christ as the Prince of 
Peace. But we must remember that though he came 
to give ^* peace on eaorth," it was not earthly peace, nor 
siidi ** as the world giveth." We must idso xemember 
that tiiough outward hostilities were su^nded for a 
time, the internal war occasioned by sin was raging more 
furiously than evet,'and all mankhid were engaged in it. 
St. Paul, vAile he tells us of the ravages omde by it 
among the Gentiles,* proves that the Jewsf 'also had 
totally departed from the way of peace. ** The fulness 
of time" was come, not only by Uie completion of many 
prophecies, but by the overflowings of ungodliness. The 
church was ready to exclaim, *^ Help, Lord, for there is 
not one godly man 1^,'- when the Lord sent forth his 
Son, made of a woman, according to 4he first gracious 
piomi8e,t to work o<it eternal redemption and faring in 
everlasting righteousness and peace. The virgin who 
wns to bear a son § now had the glad tidings announced 
to her by the angel Gabriel, who, as you know, dedaied 

* Romans i. 21 — 32. f Komans iii. 9— 19. 

' t CrenesM fii. IS. $ baiifa vii« 14^ 
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thai be sboidd be the Son of God, and the Saviour of 
his people from their sins. The Virgin Mary dwelt at 
Nazareth in Gralilee ; but the prophet Micah had declared 
that the Messiah should be bom in Bethlehem Ephrata, 
the city of David.* ^* The prophecies and promises of 
Grod will all be accomplished in his own time. Not 
one of them dhall fail." He cany and he rvilly by tlie 
course of his Providence, bring to pass events which to 
weak sighted mortals appear impossible. Let us there* 
fore keep in mind, that with the Lord there is only one 
impossibility. *^ He cannot deny himself;" he cannot, 
he will not suffer the least of his promises to want its 
accomplishment. St. Luke tells us how the prophecy of 
Mioah was fulfilled, and the Virgin Mary brought tq 
Bethlehem, when near the time of her delivery, by the 
decree of Ceesar Augustus.! You now know enough of 
Herod's, character, to understand why he was troubled 
at the arrival and inquiry of the wise men ; and why all 
Jerusalem was troubled with him. The name of a rival, 
though only just bom, was sufficient to alarm his jealous 
feais. A moment's reflection might have shown him, 
that at his advanced age, an infant was not likely to 
wrest the crown from him ; or even were it otherwise, 
he might have been sure that He who had miraculously 
announced the birth of the Messiah to distant lands, 
could also rescue him from the effects of his barbaorous 
policy. Wretched Herod! he had been so long a slave 
to sin and satan, that incapable of reflection, he was 
urged by the hard master he served, to the commission 
of. a crime unheard of till then — the murder of all the 
infants in Bethlehem and its neighbourhood, who were 
under two years of age. It was abput this time that 

* Micah V. 2. t Luke ii. 1«— 7. See also Note S. 
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Antipater jreturaed ftom Rome, not knowing ^ 4vit 
covery of. his intended parricide. On his arrival in 
Jndea he was arrested, and brought to trial before 
Quintilius Varus the president of Syria. His guilt being 
fully proved, he was condemned to death; and that 
sentence being shortly after confirmed by Augusts, he 
was executed. Five days after the death of Ant^pato;, 
died Herod his fsUher, in the seventieth year of his agfs. 
The bodily sufferings he endured are dreadful^ even in 
description ; but they must have been greatly suspasseii 
by his mental anguish, if his conscience; was awakened* 
The charact^ of this miseri^le tyrant is too conspicaons 
to require any comment. Josephus telk us that he 
preserved it to the last : even on his death-bed framing 
a. project which was truly diabolical. Knowing tht 
hatred of the Jews towards him, and. fiiUy persuaded 
they would rejoice at his deaths he sent for the prineipy 
men among them, andon their arrival at Jeridbo, where 
he then was, caused tham all to be put ii^ confinement. 
When this was done, he exacted a prcmiiae from ham 
sister Salome and her. husband Alexas that they would 
cause all these men to be put to death immedittelyaft^ 
his decease ; in order, as he said, that there migfat^be 
mourning, instead oi joy in the kaagdom. Silome an4 
Alexas, however, thought it b^ter to break their promise 
than to execute this faonid {dan ; and the Jews were 
accordingly released by them. Herod's kiafdom- 
dtvided after his ddath among three of his sons 
laHs, Herod Antipas, and Philip* The former, who itf 
mentioned' by ^ Matthew,* wias deposed about tte 
years after ; tht other two are mentioned by St. Iiike,t 
as still reining when John the Baptist entered on his 

* Matthew if. 23. t Luke iii. 1. 
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iri^iM;^. ''AitfhelattSy whoreigtiedin Jttdea,waiacniei 
tyrant; as may be inferred from whkt St. Matthew says 
of bilii. He was att last accused by bis own subjects, to 
Augfurtusy who cited him to Rome, there to answer the 
ebiurges preferred against him. Being c*onTicted of all 
thitt he ^ras ieiceased of, he was deprived of his kingdom; 
and sent intb banishment. Tfie form of government in 
JTuiea W€is now totally <5hanged ; lor instead of a king- 
dom-It was reduced to a Roman prortnce under a R6mai^ 
prointrator. Quirinras*<he president of Syria was sent 
l^ Augo^U» to take possession of die country, and to 
«e(^ the affairs of it according to the liew? constitution. 
The power c^ life aiid death was horn this tiine taken 
ftom^e Jewish nHisrs, and vested solely in the Rottians ; 
and the taxes were henceforth collected by officers 
appointed for that purpose, under the new government. 
These, as you probably know, were the Publicans, who 
Oft accbunt of their employmoit, were held in such 
detestation by-die Jews : for the pay fug tribute to Ceesar 
was considered as a breach of their law, and those Jews 
who coikcted the tribute were regarded as apostate, 
who were continually -transgressing. Quirinius, while 
aettling t^e affairs of Judea at this time, deposed Jdazar 
Ike son of Boethus from the high priesthood, and ap^ 
pointed. Attfias ia- his stead. 

Whik theate tyngs were doing in Judea, the Lord 
ftams Christ came to his temple, a^out his ^* Father's 
bomness/' being then twelve years old, and as St. Ltika 
tellf us, endued with such wisdom as caused astitjnish- 
ment in aD^ho helurd him. By this his fhst mimstsrial 
ykk' to his • temple many prophecies were fulfilled. 
Those; of Hfl^gai and Maladix, to which I ha^e already 

* St. Luke calls him CyreniiiB. 

P 
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referred yon, were liUirally accon^^Fb^i*' 'sfti^'^? 
circumstances of the nation at tMs tfine fSS&etTW^ 
remarklBible predictbn of Jacob,f tbat the sceptre s^ibtttSf 
not depart from Jtidah, nor a lawgiver from Iktw^^Wii 
feet till Slnlo^i should come. The Jews li&ve '^Mtlf^ 
understood this prophecy as pointing to the M^isS^V 
yety though ^e sceptre was actually departed; attd ^H^ 
powers of government ti^en iVom them and'Ve^^^itf 
the hands of strangers, they could not'^dtsc^rti'^In^ 
signs of the times/* Christ the true Shiloh cstt^^^lbl 
his own, and his own received him riot. Yiie^^relS^bif 
their hearts,! as wdl as the vail of himtatn traditKiny^fktftP 
obscured the %ht of revelation. They did' tib^PiiK^^^ 
and therefove did not know nor consider thbse'sgi f pLw^ 
whfC& testified of Christ, and so Mly dedsfr^ Ir^W 
be their expected Baviouf imd «mg. ' .-^•■iim^v:^? 

Nearly eighteen hundred years have elapsed^feYAiJ fel tl g 
Jews were driven out of their luid, tod dhrpersed 
tbe nations; having nei&er seeptie iior lawgiver ^MM 
lhem,Bor even a tanaple to receive thekMeS6iahl'"Yeiy 
saeh is theff mfatuation that ^ey stiQ expect ^iili ^' 
s^pear ainoiig them. This caji ohiy be aecotint^'^ 
by the blindness fldsentioaed by SU Paul,Vwlnch^'the 
8am0 apostle assures us will be taken away, as'w^^ 
the vail fmm their hearts. The Old Tes^tament ibdJMS 
kk predictfoas of their spiritual restoration. Mtinf^ 
tliese I have already referred you to; and flsany todhe' 
I trust you will meet with in studyis^ the blessed' v^di^ 
of Godi The prophet Isaiah, trcra his for^K^i €ha[M8f^ 
to the aid of his book, continually refe^ to this stibje^' 
and in all parts of (be bible where the ami^itiidif 

• Tlaggai ii; 7, 0. Makchi in. 1. t Genesis xlix. 101 

: 2 Corinthians }U« lA,. $ Romans ii« 7 — tl. 




Q)f|i^U^cliuiiQb,:Ja pxediote^i the:re«t9fatioii,o6.God*«( 
^(^f i)^.}9^|^e J4 implied ;- and St» ?aul t^Ua us b» 
^WA^p^'Wq >u^ to te ignorimt of thi9 tfutlu* I 
li^^ nq%.)^y^ you have felt wjbil^ rei4i«g i^liat I hava 
<jt^^^ r^^pe^tiag the Jews^ the br^nchcw of Ihe oUvo- 
tr^.^bJfE)^ l^e been broVon off, '* beqauaeof unbeUef/* 
^Hf^ I t^vf e^periQnc^, while writing to yopiy aa intenaa 
^z^<3l9 fpr . ^ir being re-ongrafted* In seyeral parte of 
8qfy)tuxe,, the Gentiles. iMce mentkmied as ifaosa who shall 
}^ instrumental in their conversion ; and I trust the time 
ij|^,jiot Car distant when exertions suitable to this glorious 
<i^l^cl:,wiU be made by those who have been called out 
oj^d^l^ief^ into the marvellous light of Him who came 
tf^J^e.a light to the Gentiles, and the glory of his people 
IfPfil* : A society has been established in Xiondon during 
several years, by means of which, under God's blessings 
I3p^y^4ew8 have been brought to the knowledge of the 
S49jv|pf]|r, not only in England, but in several parts of 
1^\ii;qPP and Asia. I had lately the pleasure of attending 
the- annual meeting of this soqiety ; and was much gra- 
ti$ed.)^y hearing that a spirit of inquiry is now mani- 
i^ii^ataelf among the Jews ; and that they readily re-* 
c^e^ apd frequently purchase copies of the Old Testa- 
^|i|t|ia. which they read the word of God in its original 
Pl^rify^ free from the corruptions and traditions of men. 
Y^Uy J aim persuaded, would have been much pleased, 
l^/y<^ been with me, to hear thirty-six dear boys who 
ijir^re. bom of Jewish parents, singing '' Hosanna to the 
Son of David/' W& are told in scripture that the uhi- 
¥^^ church of Christ will benefit largely by the con- 
tjffsi^n of iJiie Jews ; f let us therefore inquire what we 
can do towards the advancement of that kingdom which 

. . ? RopMBi xu 25, 26. t Romaiu xi. 12, 4&. 
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h ** love, joy» mod peace m the Holy GhoiL*' kit 
prmy and Urm to hAve it ertabiiBhcd ia oar kutt; f 
iu seek to be promoten of it wherev e r oar infliKBctG: 
reach; let vt denie and reaolTe, thioagh giaoe^toV 
partakeim of it. Then riudl we finally obUdaiBiB^ 
ritance with the Israel of God; thea shall we finaOT^ 
in sweet pastum , as members of that one gml ^ 
under the one Great Shepherd Christ Jesus, wk)iiGa 
over all blessed for ever. Amen. 
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NOTES. 



>i'viiiaUoii by arrows, as used Vy Nebacbadaezzar on diia 
ajsion, was i>etformed in the following manner.: Sereial ar- 
jr&j having the names of the different cities to be assaulted 
LtAen on them, were put into a qniTer, and from thence taken 
; sexMurately: as is nsnal in drawing lots. The cities were 
lieged in the same order as tiie arrows inscribed with their 
xies were drawn forth. This proceeding of the king of Sa- 
lon was fsreshown to the prophet Ezekiel. flee chap. xxi. 
22. 

B. 

IThe priests were not allowed to monm excepting lor their 
;a.r relations. .The tokens of monming auMmg the Israelites 
ere expressive of the most poignant grief. ** They wept, tone 
eir clothes, smote their breasts, fiuted, lay upon the ground, 
id went bare foot. The time of mooming was coaunonly 
> ven days ; but sometimes this was lengthened or shortened, 
3 cording to the state or circumstances in which they found 
Lemsehcs. T%e whole time of their mourning, the near rela- 
ons of the deceased continued sitting in their houses,' and eat 
pon the ground. Their foces were covered, and all tiiat time 
^ey could not apply themselves to any labour. They did not 
-ress themselves, nor make their beds, nor uncover their heads, 
or shave themselves, nor cut their nails^ nor salntp any body." 

C. 

The city of Tyre taken by Nebuchadneuar was si^ated on 
lie coast of Phoenicia. It was built by some of the people of 
2idon, who escaped from that city, when it was taken by the 
Philistines, about 840 years before the building of Solomon's 
temple. During the siege, the Tjrrians contrived to remove all 
their wealth to an island about half a mile from the shore ; where 
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-•«.''« t, if 
they built a new city, which afterwards became as opulent fmd 

famous as the old one which was destroyed by Nebuchadue|:zai',^ 

The city on the island was also tal^en and burned by Alexai^oer 

the Great, in the year SS2 A. C. ' ,, '/ // 

■.'..:■ U.di 

ft 

'' The Jews were very exact in their genealogy, partly, irm 
their own choice and interest, that they might preserve tbe ^is- 
tinctions of the seyeral tribes and families, which was nec^ 
sary both to make out their claims or titles to offices or inhef H' 
ances, which might belong to them by death, or otherwise f ^ft^ 
to govern themselves thereby in the. matter of marriages^ ^^ 
some other things wherein the practice of somte laws requiured 
the knowledge of these things. It H observed in £zr^ U. 
62, that such priests as were not able to produce. an exact g^ 
nealogy of their fajiiilieB, were not permitted to exercise t^eir 
function. This their exactness was likewise ordered by th^ 
special providence of God, that so it mi^^t be certainly knqw«|i 
of what tribe and ^eunily the Messiah was bom/'— Cfwfeii'j Ccf^ 
cordance, , «t 

St. Paul in his epistle to Titus condemns the study of genea- 
logies as unprofitable and vain ; and it doubtless has been so 
since the coming of Christ, however important it was before his 
ttppearttnoe in Che'fleSh, as the seed ^ AhrMaky «fti» UoH '^il^'^ribe 
^Juthhy the horn of salvation raised iif» ibr us iii«4li»Ak«i»«^ 
Vacid. ::;♦-. 



E. 



y*<L 



The glory of the first temple exceeded that of thf| second^not 
ily in the costly oi 
lomqn (for on the 



only in the costly ornaments with which it was adonied l>y.i^J^ 

account of them alone it is not likelv iJ^ 
pious elders would have wept), but in the. manifestations ot the 



Divine Presence, which were withheld after their return, troip 
captivity. The Jews reckoned five particulars in wliich the 
Glory was departed; namely 

1. The ark of the Covenant, and the mercy seat which was 
upon it ; the tables of testimony, &c. which were in it. 

2. The Divine Presence which filled the house when Salo- 
mon had.inade an end dC pmyiitg (See 2 Cfaron. vii. t, 21), anil 
"Which afterwards vested abidingly ^'in the clond upott'llilb 
mercy seaL^ , 7" 

1. Hie Urim and ThunmiM, widch God ooiMMmd^'MM«eh 
to put in the breatftplate of judgment Co be -won by the Idji^ 
fttiest. (SM£zodiiSxrTiu.l6--4O.l0vil3citsv]ii;«.^ -^ . 
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^e ^woTds Urim and Thummim iignify Bgki and peifeUion; 
i. in tlie Septuagint version of die scriptures they are tranST 
^d matiireHatum and iruik. What Moses put into the breast- 
.t;e to be the tokens of U^hi and perfebtum we are not told. 
L^ the use made of it, conveys to our minds a clear intimation 
Lt those terms are to be applied not to the breastplate, or 
y thini^ put into it, but to the answers which God vouchsafed 
i people, when by this his appointed means, they asked coun* 
L of the Lord. 
4. The Holy Fire, which ** came out from before the Lord'* 

consume the burnt offering when Aaron and his sons were 
»nsecrated; and which again ^came down from heaven" 
Hen Solomon had made an end of praying, at the dedication 
: the temple. This fire was careftiUy maintained by the priests 
I fhe tabernacle, and in Ae first temple. But when the latter 
^^ui destroyed by the Chaldeans, it was lost; and was never' 
E^erwaids restored. 

5. The Spirit of Prophecy was the fifth manifestation which 
be Jews lamented as lost This, however, was not wholly 
«rithheld after their return from Babylon : since the prophets 
:¥aggai, Zechaxiah, and Malachi prophesied under the second 
/emple. 

F. ■ 

The four fitsts observed by the Jews, in memory of their na- 
UqimlI calamities, were as follows. The first on thf tentliilay 
of the tenth month ; being that on which Nebuchadnezzar laid 
siege to Jerusalem, in the ninth year of king Zedekiah. The 
.second on the ninth day of the fourth month ; as the day when 
the city was taken, in the eleventh year of Zedekiah. 

The third on the tenth day of the fifth month ; because on 

t!iat day the city and temple were burned by Nebuzar-adan. 

' The fourth on the third day of the seventh month, to comme* 

inorate the murder of Gedaliah and the desolation of the land 

which was the consequence of it. 

G. 

. The Jewish year contained twelve lunar months, the first of 
which was Nisan or Abib, and the last Adar. These months 
consisted alternately of twenty-nine and thirty days ; but as 
the sum of them fell short of the solar year, another month 
c^^Ued Veadar (the second Adar) waa added every three years 
to rectify the difference. 
The aacient Hebrewa began the year at the autumnal equi- 
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aax; «iid:tiiui:wft0:4h* tMM ittm T-\hh 1t\m_ ilirMfrprilnil|pitMl 
JewBaUo iteckoned in chU {Aatlert. But ih^-^fwisfd ofctWr 

Sparture from Egypt, whidi wHa in Hie ]b<miII|!AM>mbI( Tffinil^|;ff 
t>out the vernal equinox), was thencefor^ «ptpeMe4 itel^ 
beginning. of iKe yeur^i ui4 atUl continiieB tD hedlNKnGelfafl 
iuch in their eccfgiiej rt cirf affaire. ^^ ^ - rbs 






. The aeven counsellors of the kings of Persia were seyen of ^ 
nobles, who had pecntiar privileges above all others. . Tbe ap^ 
pointment of them originated in that revolution effect^d by A^ 
seven persian lords who deposed the impostor Smerdis. 'l>ac|ii& 
Hystaspis> one of their number, was elected king of Persia^the 
rest were admitted to the highest privileges next to the ifioN 
narch, and from that time the kings of Persia had always se^^ 
Such counsellors. 

. The people of Israel were not permitted to nadc&inami^gn 
with the Gentiles of any nation whatever, unless ttejF-b^Mtf 
proselytes to the Jewisli rejigion. Among these piQS^Iyles, 
however, aU were not pennitted to interraariry withthe-yofgdji 
of Israel : for the seven nations of Canaan were. eiclii^d'^| 
ever, as were the males of Moab and Ammon ; and the F4oiwlles 
and Egyptians were not admitted to this privilege till ^ jtfbM 
generation. • . J ...il 

The Ammonite and Moabite being mentioned in tke-nntsctti 
line gender only^ an exception is made on behalf of their vfonMB^ 
fyrthe sake of Ruth, "^ho i^^ a Moabitess. .>< 

The Jews of the present day, being unable to mak« tiiesA 
distinctions, intermairry widi all whobeoonie proselyiee, . T 

' » ■ I • • ^j 

'J* ' ." .L\ •»'•/:« 

^ The service of the synagogues consisted in prayer, reaidlli 
df the Scriptures, expounding them, and preaching from itii' 
- Tite prayers anciently nsed in these assemblies were btif 
eighteen in number, none of which are very long : they are sljif 
to have been composed by Ezra and the great synagogiie ; bfif 
the style of them does not resemble that of Ezra, thou^ tlte>|' 
are doubtless very ancient. The Jews hold them in gn;at 
veneration, scarcely allowing the name of prayers to any o^ejpft^ 

-"^ ; ■ ■ -^, 

* Abib signifies green fruits or eon qf com; Nisan signifies 
flight; " . - . .. 

t Exodus xii. 2. . ^ 
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< i i i m iii <i i iiykii itf A^jgMfeit unwf'JbMMM tiwm intheir syMgo^e 
iMi<^i x>9lM0ef and «&otker ptvQi^r added -by Rubbi 6hiiiialiel| 
tIgiriBwl tiie<llJiirifl«i«Mh afe enjoined to be said three times a day 
Ib^fdi iwfMiMiy oitiier in public or in priv«|e. 
e£lhieriMfdi]tg o€ tite Law and the Profd^ets has been already 
adverted to ; but there were also three distinct portions of 
scripture enjoined to be read daily. These were Deuteronomy 
yi. 4—9. xi. 13 — ^21, and Numbers xy. 37--41. From the first 
,^^id of. the jSrst of them, these selections were called the 
$iiema.: they were not, like the eighteen prayers, obligatory 
ph all ; but men of free condition were required to read them 
Iwice a day, either in public or in private, , 

^^^ The expounding of the scriptures was done at the time of 
reading them; the preaching to the people from them was 
performed whep the reading and expounding was over. 

In the Synagogue of Nazareth, of w*hi(£ our Lord was a 
member, he read and expounded a part of the prophecy of 
Isaiah. (See Luke iv. 16.) He also taught in their synagogues, 
ami {l«fil£ehed -file gos^l of the kingdom in all the cities. (See 
iitttti^W iSf. as. Luke iv. 44. also Mark i. 89.) 
t^'^tt^taie inaAiier St. Paul preached to the Jews in their syna<- 
gbjgueft "^ after the reading of the Law and the Prophets.'" 
ilS^ AxsisiLnL 5, 14, 16. xiv. 1. xvii. 1, 2. xviii. 4, 19.) 
^^'m¥^ serviee was performed in the synagogues twice in the 
irwit as wel} as on the sabbatii. Half the weekly portion of 
the Law and the Prophets was read on each of these days, ill 
ttw-ttdmlng only ; and the whole was read over again on the 
vabbath both in the morning and evening, for the benefit of those' 
who could not attend on oti^er days ; that they also might hectf 
tti^twicer 

The itfrr ice of the synagogues waa distinct from that of th^ 
temple : the latter being the place appointed for the offering of 
sacrifices and oblations. The ministers also of the synagogues 
Y<^n@4istinct. joot being confined to the tribe of Levi only. AH 
persons, of whatever tribe, who were qualified by learning to in* 
fjtrnct others, could officiate in them. For the sake of order, 
i^owever, each synagogue had some stated ministers who were^ 
Solemnly appointed to their several offices: they were aa 
^loVs : 

^ J.« The elders or rulers of the synagogue, who superintende4 
«U the afGurs of it 

* 2, T he minister who offered up the prayers of the congrega^ 
tion '^ and who was called the Angel of the Church.* 

■ '■ ■■ i< ^iifc^ 

* See Revelations i. 20. 
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> .8* The de«BOB»ovoTeiMer»w]|AliBd,tte ohflX)e»flif4lte | io» tir 

^d other things beloBgug to the syaagpQgiie4' t« ^i tn jai6^A'»T 

4* The iDterpieteEyWhoMndei^theHei»i«w test iHtbCiiftr 

de«, period by period. . • -.^.H hdi-aat 

After the Samaritans built their temple on Moai^t j>mz^jf[}| 
tAd utterly renounced idolatry, they still differed from tket^f ||;| 
in the following particulars : - • • idnM 

1. They received and taught only the five Books of Mos^^ 
their synagogues : though it is not certain that they ancit^l 
rejected the other scriptures. The discourse of the .w( 
Samaria* would imply that the prophecies relating to the 
siah were known among them. 

2. They adhered to the written word of the law ; a^jh^e- 
Jected all the traditions by which the Jews corrupted it, Tpf^y 
were allowed by the Jews themselves to be more strict im, ^^ 
observance of the law than they were. But because, inrejfs^ti^ 
traditions they agreed with the Sadducees, the Jews hAv^fiAa^ 
derously asserted that they maintain the errors of that ^fi^i/^\ 

Secting a future state: whereas they constantly .beUe,v^/|na 
iculcatethe doctrine of the Resurrection. ^ ,.. . i)jiiori« 

3. The third point of difference was respecting the plafKS,^^)^ 
6od ought to be worshipped. This was the princip^J ^^(jif^ 
(between the Jews and Samaritans. As soon as the.^^iq^ 
of Samaria perceived that our Lord was a prophet. she a|iq^^4 
to him to settle the controversy ; and in few words state^ J^ 
arguments used on both sides.* The answer of Christ wiulf^jy( 
declared that the worship of God was not thenceforth to b^ <m^ 
fined to any place, utterly discountenanced the schism of.^| 
Samaritans. Jerusalem was certainly the place which Go4 1 
chosen ^* to put his name there," and in which he had displ^j 



the manifestations of his gracious presence. : m/t 

The Samaritans therefore departed from the law of C^fa 
building the temple on Mount Gerizim ; and this depart\ur^ }^ 
them into another : for in order to justify themselves tlxey f^ 
rupted the sacred text, changing the name EbaH for Geruii^4% 
one place,t and adding the passage of Peuteronomy so cc^^ 
rupted to the twentieth chapter of Exodus, immediately a^^ 
the Ten Commandments. 



Ill* 



L. 

The Idumeans or Edomites were the descendantt of Esib ; 
but the country they inhabited was not, after the return of tin 

* John iv. 20. f Deuteronomy xxyU. 4 — 7. 



rmi ^ilUymm^<^ t^ir nmient Mottoent^^MA in ^e Old 
t^sunent is freqociitlf eailed Motnit Sei^, aiid Edoin, and 
po^ iU9i ft«t#«ea lii« Lake A^plMdtu and the Red Sea. Dtir- 

^lie Babylonish captivity they were -driven out from it by ther 
l>citheaii Arabs ; and they then took up their residence in the 
L^lien^ part of Judea, which lay desolate. The portion of the 
>^ 6i Shneon, with part of that of Judah was thenceforth pos^ 
•s^d by ^em, and called by the name of Idumea, of which 
^l^ron was the capital. The Edomites after their conquest by 
li.ii Hyrcanns were incorporated with the Jews, and became 

entirely one people with them that their distinctive name 
13 wholly lost. 

M. 

The snccessors of John Hyrcanus, following his examploi 
iliged all the people whom they conquered to renounce ido- 
.try and worship the true God. Among these proselytes, how- 
rer, all were not obliged to keep the whole law of God as given 
y' Moises. Some were proselytes of the gate ; others were pro- 
islytes of Justice. 

'With regard to the former it was considered sufficient that they 
hould renounce idolatry, and live according to prescribed arti« 
les, cidled the seven precepts of the sons of Noah. When they 
romplied with these conditions they were allowed to live among 
lie Jews, and were admitted to worship in the outer court o( 
lie tffttple, called the Coilrt of the Gentiles. In the Old Testa- 
ment these proselytes of the gate are mentioned as the ** mixed 
multitade," and especially in the fourth Commandment, as the 
strangers within their gates. . Idolators were not permitted to 
dw^il among them ; and slaves taken in war who would not thus 
far becoipe proselytes, were either put to death or sold to other 
nations/ 

The proselytes of justice were those who took upon them- 
tfeWes the observance of the whole law, and were in consequence 
aidtaitted to all the privileges of the Jewish nation ; though they 
were not immediately permitted to intermarry with them.* The 
5^W8 did not consider this degree of conformity needful for the 
Oentiles 2 yet they gladly received such proselytes ; and, as ap- 
^^ars from Matthew xxiii. IS, became very zealous to increase 
their number. 

N. 

. AjSeds among the Jews were not heard of till long after their 
leiiihi :{ion ci^tivity in Babylon. Under the successors of 

' ' • See note I. 



9U ^Ottt. 

Sinoti 11i«» J«sC>a Mt'of i«iMi aitw^ ^^ho We#e'^Mil^t'f&f6&n^ 

written w«id, gave themselves np to the study of tirMipf^ 
whiok'they prateaded'vrere Miyered to Moses atHi^ sffltt^iiM^ 
as the written law; though many of them treire ^ifti^iNl^^l^ 

to it* . • . . -»• -J- not 

. As tiie teacher»atid observers of these traditioiis^i»i^tbilQ^ 
to greater strlotaees in keeping the law, witludifeir «iipei4dd%d 
impositions, they imagined tiiemselves to be m^i^fmljfilllioi 
ether men ;" utd therefore separated from all whom tkey'^^^ 
sidered as sinners ; refusing even to eat or drink Vith th%dii( 
From this exclasive tenet they were called Pharisees t MiMiir, 
in the Hebrew language, sigaifjring to separate. As tiie'ttU!il<> 
ber of these men increased, the number of traditioHs'iyici^MlBed 
alBo; and is tiie time of our Lord, they had not <mly ri^dd^tiM 
the word of God of none effect through them, but, by toftfinvMl 
additions, had caused the bulk of them to eseeedthafkif'^ 
Did Testament * '^^ »«»l 

^ The real <^ia3racter of the Pharise>es is fiflly «xi>os«d>jl^^^ 
Lord, in the New Testament : yet so blind were €h^'|)^]^l^ 
led by these blind guides, that they regarded them #itlr<^e^ 
feneration. They held the poor in utter <iontempt, bttlllM; wein 
the people qf the earthy and pronouncing them aceursi^ b^^%^ 
lliey knew not the law : though, in fact, their Ignora^ce^*^ it 
|;»oeeeded from the neglect of these their teachers. - ^ ^"^ ''^ 
: The Pharisees believed in a future state of eitisl!^n^;>'Biil 
aot iv that revealed in scripture. They held and t&tr^tKe 
doctrine of a transmigration of souls from one body to asidth^^. 
This accounts for the notions of Herod t and ^ piopler^^A^ 
pectiing our Lord; and explains the import of that qii^^dh 
daked by the disciii^es, ** Who did sin, diis man, olr hH p%iN^^ 
that he was bom blind 7"§ •' -'^' ^ 



.i kur* 



li * When the number of traditions 'had so gieatly ineveated, 
Ikie JeiRaliioo^t it expedient to write them ; and they wen 
accordingly collected into a book called the Mishtuu.t-WiiMih 
this was- puUished, all tha men of learning among them^ Voth 
in Judeaand Bah^^onia, wrote comments on it. Theae^ bcias 
added to tiie original compilation, form with itwhaiiai 
called the Talmud, whioh the Jews regard with as much 
i(ation as Christians do the bible. The Jerusalem Tilmnfl Was 
puUished about A. B. 800; the Babylonian Talmud abbut SM 
year^ after. The latter is now principally studied by tke Jewri^ 
~ . t Matthew xir. 2; t Matthew xvi. 14. Luke kL^T, 81 i 

4 John ix. 2. .it 



,nr19»^'f^4M»^eeft weve(«t first dMtHigaished ttml Ute Phasic 
SflfBi^7l)9Eyflc^iigt,aU their traditiop9/andreee^^ tke wtflten 
yff^x^^Q^\J,: But whe» in. process of tune they embraeed the 
49iff(i'49«;oi absolute Hreei-wiU, and denied tihe need of Dtvilw 
^BP^^f became liyuig witnesses to the fallacy of their xpim 
tenets, and living censors of their own conduct. For they asi: 
I fkQffa»d^^hfit man ce» do gotfd without Divine assistance; and 

5$trtbey not only did evUy but fell into a coatradiction'Of th« 
g^rliptiires, quite as dangerous as the Pbariseesf perveruon of 
tj^iPi denying the existence of angels, and r^ecting th&dod- 
tf^39^ of a future, state altogether. The sect ^ the Sadduc^es 
'^RSf^tlie least numerous among the Jews ; but it was rendered 
ippQrtapit by the rank and opulence of those who composed it. 
^hm Jerusalem was destroyed by the Remans, and the prin- 
l^§4.ii>en there were put to death, most of the Saddncees being 
HWI^ne them, perished at that time ; and the sect hie not nwie 
)lj(Be»r i«r esisteaoe. 

The Herodians were a sect distinct from the Pharisees uid 
jl^d^f^ee. The >]>eculittr tenets by which they seem to hUve 
^^Rx^isti^Siushed were those in which they/ followed Herod, 
JlKy^ietdivg to the authority of the Romans,* ami oetaplying 
^Uf^ loany heathen customs, as he did, in order to ingratiate 
Jlf^f^li with Augustus. 

ii ^he JSssens, though not mentioned in the New Testament, 
were distinct from any of the preceding sects. They enjoined 
fQf9i()i»stjrict observance of the law than the Pharisees did ;^$cnd 
H^ei^moire sincere in their obedience to it. They lived apart from 
.^fliireM of their nation : forming societies to which none weili 
^^^iiieA till after a severe and tedious noviciate. Their tidie 
/P^fi^ divided between useful labour and devotion ; and flieir 
^f^^ iffere speut in a etate of peaceful seclusion from the world; 
They had, however, many useless observances and superstitieiii 
contrary to scripture ; and, with the exception of their Ifkboii- 
ous habits, gp^atly resembled the ascetics of modern times. 
,i' Since the establishment of Christianity, another sect has 
ffussen among the Jews, which is now the only one distinguished 
ffiont' the Pharisees. % 

ilKWhen the Talmud was published, at the beginning of thid 
^8t^ eentury, many of the Jews, shocked at the absurdities 
ihey found in it, refused their assent to all the doctrines it con* 

.. . ^ The Pharisees held it unlawful to yield obedience, or pay 
4aites- to a foreign prince ; because it was contrary to the lik« 
Imetioit in Deuteronomy xvii. 16. In this the Hierodians dif* 
feilB4^Eom them : holding it to be lawful when it was compul- 
sory. 



m 

tained, which were not agreeable to the written word of Ood 
in the Old Testament. No public declaration was, howeTer, 
made by them or their followers till about 160 years after, 
whea Anaa a BabyloniaB Jew, and 6anl his Boii,'iUA0'ti;^£>- 
lema renunciation of all teaditions that wife ndt e«Mi4A&aft«^ 
t^ ecripture. This caused an open sepaiatiGii. The decilalNilidii 
were called Karraites, from the word Kara which ^itSSi^' 
acriptmse; but the Phariacea branded them wiA the nanf^^crf 
Saddueeea: thoii«^, in tmtt, they Besemble the iattev^emijf'lir* 
their, rejection of traditions, and not entirely in tfattt poiM-; 
for they allow such as agree with scripture, and rec^ve them 
as human helps to the understanding of it, but deny tl^ they 
me of divine authority, and refhae 0iem diat def6iedd«KWfe^l;h 
they pay to the written word. .«> - ^ . 

The KamiAes are mostly iofaiid in the easteito c e wnt < J ^? a' ; 
though some of them reside is Pc^aod and Russia^ Tliey kre, . 
as may be supposed, men of the greatest proMty andl^aryinrig^ 
attong the Jews: but their number is woenBideval>i^,'Mihig 
computed at little more tiian six thotisand*- \They'lrMcl'We» 
scriptures every where in the language of the country wliere 
they reside. * 

. O. .-, i.-.-'T 

' Besides the greater and lesa sanhedrims, the jews ^ajf*^- 
other court, called the Court of Three. This, like our Coact 
of Chancery, was for the awarding of contested proper^,"'i|f cr, 
according to the rules of equity. Bilt the proceedings in it 
were neitiier tedious nor expensive. Each of the litigants iUed.' 
on a person to ect as judge in the cause ; and tiie two persons 
thus chosen fixed on a third. The parties pleaded their .qwn. 
cause before these three judges, who gave a speedy and. final . 
decision. This court was not a^oted by the alteration^ Qahij'. 
nins made in the government of Judea. • jw <^V' ^ 

The following Table shows the comparative value ofihe<tii«'t 
lent, according to different nations. The talent of sUver«^ty 
is mentioned here ; but the value of & talent of goU Batf.be> 
computed by allowing it to be equal to sixteen of silver. - 
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Hebrew Talent • • 


• 450 





Babylonian Talent . 


. 240 12 
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Alexandrian Talent 


, 460 





Attic Talent . . . 


. 206 $ 





Roman Talent . . 


. 216 
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